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FOR ASSISTANCE OF 
THE MINISTER 

Please call: 
 Reverend 

Eric Matsumoto 
 808-487-2626 (AHM  

office)  
If he is not  

available, leave a  
message on the  

answering  
machine.   

*** 
For religious  
Emergencies 

(Makuragyo or bedside  
services), please call 

Rev. Matsumoto on his 
mobile phone:  
808-488-5685 

*** 
Aiea Hongwanji  

Mission,  
99-186 Puakala St,  
Aiea, Hawaii  96701 

Phone: 808-487-2626 
Email:  

aieajiko@gmail.com 
Website: 

aieabuddhisttemple.org 
 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

 Minister’s Message continued  on page 2 

   OCTOBER 2026         Volume72,     issue 10 

The Dana of Fearlessness 
Dana (generosity, giving) is a central teaching and virtue in Bud-
dhism. In the Theravada Tradition, the most visible manifesta-
tion of generosity and giving to the Buddhist clergy is almsgiving 
by lay people to the monks and nuns. In both Theravada and Ma-

hayana Buddhism, Dana includes not only the giving of food, but also clothes 
to wear as in clerical robes, and the providing of shelter for the clergy which is 
commonly supporting a temple or monastery. In the West, while these are still 
basic, some adaptions have been made because we don’t live in a predomi-
nantly Buddhist society and laws and regulations differ from country to coun-
try, but the essence or spirit of Dana does not change. What is emphasized is 
the purity or genuineness of the dana. In its highest form, it is free of all attach-
ments by all. The giver is not attached to having given a gift acting out of pure 
kindness and the best interest of the receiver, the receiver is not judged for 
who they are or their situation in life, and there is no attachment to the gift that 
is being given or received by  both the donor and the recipient.  
Did you know that there are 3 types of Dana? We are most familiar with the 2 
types of Dana which are “Material Gift Giving” (zaise, in Japanese) and 
“Dharma Gift Giving.” (hōse, in Japanese). This exchange is ministers sharing 
the Dharma with lay people and the lay expressing their gratitude to the minis-
ters with gifts. This is the interaction which takes commonly occurs for funer-
als and memorial services. Dana is not a payment or fee for services. It is a giv-
ing which comes from the heart in mutual respect and appreciation.  
However, did you know that there is a 3rd Dana? It is called “mu-i-se, in Japa-
nese. It refers to the “Removal of Fear” or “Fearlessness.” It is mostly attribut-
ed to the Buddhas and the Great Bodhisattvas. To me, its inclusion as one of 
the 3 Kinds of Dana points to its great significance for the peace, happiness 
and well-being of all forms of life. While it is not easy to  make manifest in our 
actions, it is something we can try to aspire for. 
For me, the Nisei Veterans exhibited a kind of fearlessness during WW II with 
the ultimate goal of wanting to remove fear from everyone’s life. In tribute to  
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them, I shared the following remembrance at the recent Nisei Veterans 
Joint Memorial Service honoring the 100th Infantry Battalion, the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team, the Military Intelligence Service, and the 
1399th Engineer Construction Battalion held on September 27, 2026 at 
the National Cemetery of the Pacific. (Photo courtesy of the 100th Infantry 
Battalion.) 

The Gift of Fearlessnes 
Please join me for a reflection, remembrance and an aspiration. 

In life, and as human beings, we experience many kinds of feelings and 
emotions  ranging from despair to gratitude. One of the most powerful emotions we experience is fear. Fear is  univer-
sal. No one wants to be destitute and die. We all treasure our life. It is the same for others, so we should value others’ 
lives just as we do our own life. 
Further, when we act out of fear the results are usually not positive and wholesome. I believe this is what happened dur-
ing World War  II. Our larger American society blindly reacted out of fear and anger and, more than sadly, the largest 
domestic group tragically affected were the Nikkei and relations.  
Fear hurts everyone involved. It was not that our courageous forefathers and foremothers did not feel fear. They too ex-
perienced fear. Truthfully, there was too much fear as it gripped everyone in our Nation.  
However, we should not  be paralyzed by it. There is something to be said about acknowledging one’s fear, embracing it 
and not letting it blindly drive you.  For actually, in the midst of fear, deep down, we all long for peace, equality, free-
dom, security and happiness. 
For this, the brave men and women of the 100th Infantry Battalion, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, the Military In-
telligence Service and the 1399th Engineer Construction Battalion moved fearlessly forward with an aspiration that 
would make the Founding Fathers of our Nation proud.  
Later, acknowledging the tremendous sacrifice, dedication and commitment of the Nisei Veterans are the words of 
President Harry S. Truman. 

“You are to be congratulated on what you have done for this great country of ours. I think it was my prede-
cessor who said that Americanism is not a matter of race or creed, it is a matter of the heart.  
You fought for the free nations of the world along with the rest of us. I congratulate you on that, and I can't 
tell you how very much I appreciate the privilege of being able to show you just how much the United States 
of America thinks of what you have done.  
You are now on your way home. You fought not only the enemy, but you fought prejudice--and you have won. 
Keep up that fight, and we will continue to win--to make this great Republic stand for just what the Constitu-
tion says it stands for: the welfare of all the people all the time.” 

Fearlessness is not the mere absence of fear. It is imbued with confidence that is based on truth and aspires for the 
well-being of all involved. It is based on Wisdom and Compassion. Not ordinary wisdom and compassion, but all-
inclusive wisdom and all-embracing compassion. No one should have to experience fear. 
Thus, today, as we gather to honor and remember the Nisei Veterans and their families who sacrificed and contributed 
so much not only during WW II, but post-war too, let us, of the present generation, respond in gratitude to them by not 
forgetting their legacy and carrying it forward especially in this year of our Nation’s 250th Anniversary. Let us receive 
their Gift of Fearlessness. May the coming century be  a time when Compassion guided by Wisdom becomes our guid-
ing principle for the peace and happiness of all peoples of all lands.  
Please join me in a gesture of reverence and respect of your choosing for a closing reflection, a (partial quote from a) 
famous line from a sutra.  

“May all beings be happy. May they live in peaceful joy and safety. Let us each cultivate an infinite goodwill 
toward the whole world.”  

Mahalo nui loa and Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion.  
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   BISHOP UMITANI’S MESSAGE AT THE HHMH BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  
The recent Civil Beat article, “This Form of Japanese Buddhism in Hawaii Could Disappear,” has prompted 
conversations about the present condition and future of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. An aging 
congregation, dwindling attendance, and declining membership are not new concerns for us. However, I 
would like to take this article as an opportunity to reflect together once again: Why do we do what we do as 
temples and as Hawaii Kyodan? What is it that we must truly value and preserve?  
First of all, what do we mean when we call someone a “member”? Is a member someone who pays annual 
dues? Someone who actively volunteers at the temple? Someone who serves on the board? Someone who 
has received a Homyo?  
In Japanese, we traditionally call our members as monto. The word mon (門), or “gate,” does not simply re-
fer to the physical gate of a temple. It can also represent the gate of the Buddha Dharma—the gate through 
which we encounter the teaching of the Nembutsu. A monto, then, is someone who enters that gate and lives 
one’s life with Namo Amida Butsu as a source of guidance and refuge.  
The Light of Amida Buddha reaches everyone, whether or not they are officially a member of a temple. It 
makes no distinction between Japanese and American, Japanese-speaking and English-speaking, young and 
old. Amida Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion are reaching us at all times, wherever we may be and whoever 
we may be.  
In times of difficulty and sorrow, in times of joy, and when we feel lonely and alone, we say Namo Amida 
Butsu. We are reminded, “I was never alone.” Although I am a being of blind passions, incapable of becoming 
perfect, there is a world of Great Compassion in which I am never abandoned. Since Shinran Shonin shared 
this Nembutsu teaching, countless people have been illuminated and encouraged by this Light and have re-
ceived the strength to live their lives.  
Recently, I received a letter from someone who wanted to tell me how deeply appreciative they were of one of 
our ministers. The minister’s Dharma message and compassionate presence had touched this person deeply. 
The fact that this individual took the time to write to me showed how meaningful that encounter must have 
been. Through this minister’s service, I believe this person was able to experience the warmth of Amida Bud-
dha’s Compassion. And I am so grateful and proud of that minister’s compassionate service.    
I believe that such encounters are at the very heart of our propagation of the Dharma.  
Our mission is not simply to increase our membership numbers. Our mission is that as many people as possi-
ble will encounter the Compassion of Amida Buddha and, with Namo Amida Butsu as their source of guidance 
and refuge, live the lives that have been given to them as fully as possible with joy and gratitude. We engage in 
the many activities of our temples and our Kyodan to create such opportunities. We must not lose sight of that 
mission.  
It has been 137 years since the Nembutsu first reached Hawaiʻi. The decline in our membership did not sud-
denly begin one day. Society has changed. Families have changed. People's values and their relationship with 
religion have changed. Our predecessors have also faced those changes, and dealt with them with creativity 
and adaptability. But they never lost sight of the mission of the Honpa Hongwanji. They have responded to 
each encounter and each individual sincerely and compassionately. The accumulation of those compassion-
ate services has helped shape the Honpa Hongwanji we see today.  
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So, we must question ourselves: Are the things we are doing today truly creating opportunities for people to 
encounter the Buddha Dharma? Our Sunday services, memorial services, Buddhist education, Bon Dances, 
community services, meetings, newsletters, websites, and social media—what is the fundamental purpose 
behind all of these activities? If some of what we are doing is not sufficiently creating opportunities for people 
to encounter the Dharma, how might we do it differently?  
 And beyond reviewing our programs and activities, perhaps we should also reflect upon our own words and  
actions. How do we welcome someone who walks into our temple for the first time? Are we listening to those 
who are struggling, grieving, or feeling alone? Are we creating a Sangha where people of different backgrounds 
and perspectives can feel, “It is okay for me to be here”?  
We do not necessarily have to begin with something big, something no one has ever done before. We can begin 
by treasuring each encounter. Listen to the person before us. Share in that person’s sorrow and joy. And do 
what we can so that each encounter might become an opportunity to experience the Buddha Dharma. Every-
thing begins with these seemingly small but precious moments.  
When people find warmth, joy, and a sense of being welcomed and accepted, they will want to return. And I 
believe that beneath such human warmth lies the heart of the Nembutsu—the Great Compassion of Amida 
Buddha that embraces all people without discrimination.  
We do not need to end our conversation by simply debating whether a particular article is right or wrong. We 
can receive the article itself as another opportunity to reflect upon ourselves. “What can I do for the one per-
son I meet today?” “What kind of condition can I provide so that this person may encounter the Buddha Dhar-
ma?”   
Let us treasure each encounter with sincerity and compassion. By walking alongside each person and listening 
to their joys and struggles, may we continue to share the teachings of Jodo Shinshu with as many people as 
possible.  
In closing, I thank you all for your dedication and contributions to the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. As 
Bishop, I am so proud and grateful for all you do in your respective places. 
 
Namo Amida Butsu. 
 
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani  
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii  
September 12, 2026 

IMMEDIATE PAST AND NEW HHMH PRESIDENTS HONORED AT ALOHA LUNCHEON 
Dr. Warren Tamamoto and Mr. Michael Munekiyo, the immediate past and new presidents of Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaii, were honored Saturday, September 12, at an Aloha Luncheon at PBA Founders Hall. 

Guests included statewide Hongwanji board members (who had met that morning in the Hawaii Betsuin Social 
Hall), family members of the honorees, organizational representatives, event committee members and volun-
teers, and Headquarters staff. 

After opening remarks by emcee Dennis Sekine and the introduction of the honorees and their family mem-
bers, Rev. Eric Matsumoto led words of thanksgiving. A buffet lunch followed, catered by Ige’s. 

The program began with a welcome and appreciation message from Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani and presenta-
tions to the honorees. For Dr. Tamamoto, Bishop Umitani presented a Certificate of Appreciation and a gift 
from Honzan (the mother temple in Kyoto). The other organizations presenting gifts to “Dr. Warren” were 
HHMH, the State Ministers Association, the Hawaii State Lay Association, the statewide Buddhist 
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Women’s Association, the statewide Jr. Young Bud-
dhist Association, and Pacific Buddhist Academy. 
Dr. Tamamoto shared a message. 

“Serving as your president has been a wonderful life 
experience for me,” he said. “Never had a regret.” 

Regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, Dr. Tamamoto 
said, “We the Hawaii Kyodan — all of us — respond-
ed to the challenge in the most positive way possi-
ble. So, thank you, all of you, for helping our tem-
ples survive and thrive through the pandemic.” 

Presentations to Mr. Michael Munekiyo included the 
official appointment letter from the Gomonshu in Kyoto (presented by 
Bishop Umitani), and a gift from HHMH presented by Dr. Warren Tamamoto. Michael shared his message. 

“The only thing I can say is that I am committed to carrying out Warren's work as well as those of our other 
past presidents,” Michael said. “I'll try my best to honor the principles of integrity and respect of Jodo 
Shinshu teachings that they so aptly pursued.” 

Michael shared how his father’s resilience during wartime incarceration serves as a foundation for his own 
values. He said, “The lessons of confronting life's most difficult conditions and finding your way through still 
resonates with me, and I'll try my best to share that inspiration with all of you as best I can.” 

Headquarters expresses its sincere appreciation to Dr. Warren Tamamoto and Mr. Michael Munekiyo for their 
dedicated service to Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. We mahalo the Aloha Luncheon committee 
chaired by Cynthia Rodriguez, and the committee members and volunteers who attended to the many details 
and tasks that help create such a meaningful and smooth-running event. Finally, we thank Pacific Buddhist 
Academy and Head of School Josh Hernandez Morse for the use of the beautiful PBA 
Founders Hall.  
PBA LIGHTING OUR WAY  
The Kahala Hotel Maile Ballroom; November 6, 2026 
Reception at 5:00 p.m., dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
https://pacificbuddhistacademy.org/giving/lighting-our-way 
PBA's Lighting Our Way banquet recognizes inspirational individuals and or-
ganizations exemplifying leadership principles and values of the school such 
as selfless service to others, gratitude, and compassion.  
PBA seniors learn from our inspirational leaders by interviewing and writing brief biographies of 
them for the Lighting Our Way printed program. Students of all grade levels honor these leaders by 
presenting honorees with gifts at the event: a taiko performance, song, dance, or work of art. In this 
way, the banquet is integrated into the curriculum and highlights the school's collaborative learning 
opportunities. Participating in the banquet program develops students' critical thinking skills and 
their appreciation for the inspirational leaders they are privileged to meet. Interviewing honorees 
gives PBA seniors opportunities to imagine pathways to achievement and peace practice across 
many professional fields. 
Each year, more than 300 guests attend the banquet. Support through ticket sales, sponsorships, 
and silent auction donations go towards advancing PBA's unique peace-based student programs. 
We hope you can join us in honoring the community leaders that light our way. 

pc: Alan Kubota, Lenscapes Photography 

https://pacificbuddhistacademy.org/giving/lighting-our-way


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  OCTOBER, 2026  JIKO                               

  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                              OCTOBER, 2026 JIKO                               

  

We had our Installation of Officers followed by our monthly meeting.  
  President – Amane Tomori (Aiea Hongwanji) 
  Vice-President – Darius Thomson (Mililani Hongwanji) 
  Secretary – Vacant (collectively we will all add to minutes) 
  Treasurer – Ruby Colbert (Mililani Hongwanji) 
 
Again, Congratulations to our new officers! We are looking for-
ward to another fun year together.  
 

Thank you for all your orders for our Annual 
HBY month manju fundraiser. We will be 
donating a portion to Hawaii Community 
Foundation Oʻahu Strong Fund. The final 
date to order is October 4 and mail-in orders 
must be postmarked by October 3. Mark 
your calendar for the Pick-up / Delivery date on Sunday, October 18.  
 
Upcoming Important Dates:  
 
Next Meeting: Friday, October 9, 6:00pm via Zoom.  
 
Manju Making: Friday, October 16, 6:00pm-9:30pm and Saturday, October 17, 9:00am-1:00pm, at Wai-
pahu Hongwanji.  
 
Convention Planning Meeting: Our next convention planning via Zoom will be on Sunday, October 18 
at 5:30pm. The Zoom link will be sent out to the Jr. YBA distribution list. If you are interested in helping 
us plan the State Convention, please contact Aunty Arynn for more information.  
 
Fall Federation Meeting: October 24, on O‘ahu. Details are TBD 
 

Save the Date!  June 25-27, 2027. United of O‘ahu will be hosting the 70th Jr. YBA State Convention. 
Our Theme is DHARMA CROSSING.  
 

     Scan QR Code for Serendipity Federation Newsletter or CLICK HERE 
 

Any youth who are entering 6th grade through 2 years after high school graduation 
are welcome to join Jr. YBA!  You do not need to be a member of a temple so bring 
your friends!  Please contact a Jr. YBA member or Aunty Arynn Ishikawa (advisor) 
at arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com or jrybaofoahu@gmail.com if you 
have questions or for more information.  

 
Follow us on Instagram!  @jrybaofoahu and @hawaiifedjryba   

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHND3eDKkQ/SLhJJxd6-w6P8-OmJiLkrA/view?utm_content=DAHND3eDKkQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h76720bf8d9#1
mailto:arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com
mailto:jrybaofoahu@gmail.com
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            PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE           
To Our Sangha, 
In addition to all of the upcoming events, there is the  Oahu District Seminar hosted by 
Mililani Hongwanji on Sunday, November 1st at 2:00pm.  The guest speaker is Dr. 

George Tanabe who will talk about his new book titled, “Making Belief”.  This book tells the many 
stories that are told about Shinto and the various denominations of Buddhism in Japan.  Full of magic 
and wonder, these stories explain the essentials of Japanese religions in easy-to-understand 
presentations.  There is no charge to attend.    
This year’s Pacific Buddhist Academy’s Lighting Our Way banquet information is on page 5 of this newsletter.  Usually 
AHM sponsors a table of 10 with attendees paying for only the fair market value of the meal which was about $100 per 
seat last year.  If you wish to participate please email your request to AieaJiko@gmail.com by October 15, 2026.     
In Gassho, Boyd Marumoto 

TALKS ON ERNEST AND DOROTHY HUNT OCTOBER 18 AT SHINGON HALEIWA 
“The Contributions of Ernest and Dorothy Hunt to Buddhism in Hawaii” is the topic of Haleiwa Shingon Mis-
sion’s the 25th Thanksgiving and Gratitude Seminar on Sunday, October 18, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Speakers are Dr. Masumi Kikuchi of Ryukoku University, Japan, and Dr. George Tanabe, UH Professor 
Emeritus. Haleiwa Shingon Mission, 66-469 Paalaa Road, Haleiwa, HI 96712. 
Reservations 
Email haleiwashingon@gmail.com with the full name and contact number of each attendee by October 11, 

mailto:haleiwashingon@gmail.com
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