EAN HIGGINS

LIKE many working couples,
Anne and Russell Secombe de-
<ided to find a place by the sea
where they would eventugly re-
tire to lve out the rest of their fives
pursuicg simple plessures,

Inthe 197058, the couple, in their
80s, found it, 2 modest single-
level Brick house at 23 Maroo Rd,
Lake Cathie, 3 town an the NSW
mad-north coast.

It's simple bliss. Anse, 3 retired
clerk, spends time keeping up her
neat garden; Russell, a retired
mechanic. angies on thebeach for

when they dtscovered they could
be among the Gyt victins in Aus-
tralia to be dispossessed of their

Naot because of any existing
environmental thresl, but be-
cause the local council belleves
dimate change cocdd pose coeby
the end cfthe century.

In a move that struck incred-
vlity, aiarm and fear among
locals, Port Macquarie Hastings
Coancd put 3 study on the coandl
website recommending that
council enforce 2 “planaed

Fighting on the beaches as council orders
retreat from climate change ‘threat’
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retreat” for the owners of the
17 houses on Hlaroo Rd The area
= one of 15 “het spots”™ identiSed
by the NSW government a8 being
vulnerable to the effects of sea
Jevel rises due to dimate change,
2 gutlined by the Intergovern
mentsi Panel on Chmate Change.

For laroo Rd residents Kylle
Outtrim, ¥ nurse, and Stephen
Hunt, a financial plannes, yester-
day marked “D Day” for making a
properiy already devalued by
oouancil actions now

[Harco Rd i aboat seven mes
Lres abave mean sea level, o
there's no danper of Booding.
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Council forces coastal
residents into retreat

moveout.

“We don't want to shift, no
way,” Mr Secombe told The
Weekend Awstrafiun
- Ms Outtrim
&ummm:mhmggbkm
rencovate Lhe 1970, two starey
brick house they boupht five
years 320 hecause of the coundil's
stance.

Afler the couple bought the:
housewitira plan Lo repuvate it
and retire it the coundl
imposed aban oo Hiaroo Road
owners doing any
redevelopments an therr

propertes,
Comneil's action bos redoond
property values an llarco Road
by between athirdand ahaif.
aocurding W kol observens,
The report commissivned by
the council and prepared by the
Snowy Mountans Engincening
Corporatson savs the “planned
retrest” optivn would be the best
of four todeal with a threst of
erosian prajectad to emenge for 3
forecastise of (L4 of a metre by
2050 and anze of 0.9 of ametre
it S bevel by the tum of the
"The ropost estinates the cost
afacquinng the 17 homses at
$105 miilion but says it would be
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ELECTRICITY prices could be  hottest and o
vaned accarding to the time of i
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powes cad duringhigh- cease consu:
pmods-wchsdun; Semand periog
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then three months on, it was tack

taafall beach,” MrSecambe said
1‘becumd'sbeadof

afew yeurs 290 than # is today ™.
Mr Ropers afso spneed that
since the read is abowt 7m above
mean sea leved there'sno canges
ol floodang.

‘The owners of the Eiaroo D
Road houses sy they are happy | B

totake the risk of clinate dxnge o

: whethertoapproveit,
or anew coundaltobeelectad in
September.




