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1.  

In Korea, it has become popular for elementary school students to put wrong answers on tests, 
especially ones that are ridiculous and funny. For example, this question. “What is the four-character 
idiom that means ‘unfortunate things happen over and over again?’” The answer is ‘to make matters 
worse’, right? In Korean “Seol Sang Ga Sang”. But on the answer sheet, the elementary school student's 
answer was “diarrhea.” Another question is “what is the lion's name for shouting or singing in the street 
while drunk?" The correct answer is “Goseongbangga,” but the child’s answer is “Is that my day?” These 
are the children's wacky yet witty answers.  

I loved exam week as a kid. I liked it because after the exams ended school ended early and I had a lot of 
time to play. And it was also because I was looking forward to seeing how the test scores turned out. 
After becoming a high school student, it was burdensome and difficult to take exams, but I used to wait 
for the exam period because of the above reasons. But in general, people have a hard time with exams. 
Do any of you here like tests? Even tests such as the driver’s license exam are a hassle. Children take 
more tests as they get older. Why do schools make tests? It could be for two reasons. The first is to 
remind students of the importance of studying, as they get ready for an exam. The second is to evaluate 
how good you are. What struck me odd about children's report cards in the US was the lack of rankings. 
In Korean report cards, students’ rankings out of the total student body were included. But I think it's 
good that there are no ranks in the US because it allows you to evaluate yourself and your own skills, 
and not have to worry about comparing yourself to someone else.  

 

2. 

 When we believe in Jesus, we also face tests. No one is an exception. Everyone faces tests, and as our 
faith grows, the intensity and difficulty of these tests increase. There are three tests in the test. The first 
is the test that comes because you make the wrong choice. Let's say you choose to lie to your mom. 
Then, because of that lie, you will tell another lie, and things will continue to get twisted. Your heart 
aches. Whose fault is this? It's a test that comes because you made the wrong choice. The second test is 
when Satan comes to tempt people to fall. Even Jesus was tested by Satan in the wilderness. The third 
test is God testing us. Is God testing us? Why? Some of you may not understand. But it's true. God tests 
us sometimes.  

The main story of this sermon is the story of Abraham's test. One day Abraham heard God calling him. 
He must have been familiar with God’s voice, as he heard it for the last 30 years now. But God gave him 
a shocking order. “Offer your son Isaac as a burnt offering.” A burnt offering is an offering made by 
burning the entire offering. Abraham is commanded to kill his son and burn him as an offering to God. 
Does this make sense? God had made a promise to Abraham. “The son who will be born from Sarah's 
body will succeed you. That son will give birth to another son and you will become the ancestor of a 
great nation.” And how was Isaac born? He is a very precious son born when Abraham was 100 years old 



and Sarah was 90 years old. God wants Abraham to kill his precious son that he gave him? It is an 
incomprehensible plan that erases all of God's plans that have been carried out so far. If Isaac were to 
die, what would happen to God's promise?  

But what I don't understand more is Abraham's reaction. The next morning, Abraham, his two servants, 
and his son Isaac set off for Mount Moriah. Mount Moriah was where Jerusalem is today. What did 
Abraham think as he walked the three-day road? If you were Abraham, what would you think? “Is it true 
that I have properly heard God’s voice? Isn't God doing too much? At times he provides, but now he is 
taking away from me? God is no different from the other gods of Canaan.” You must have felt this way 
naturally, right? However, it is surprising to see Abraham's attitude in the scripture. He is willing to obey 
the will of God. When Abraham arrives at Mount Moriah, he tells his servants. “You guys wait here. 
From now on only Isaac and I will go up. We'll go up there and worship and come back. Wait here until 
we return.” The subject of all the verbs used here is “we”. We must be Abraham and Isaac. ʹʹWe'll go and 
come back.ʹʹ Abraham goes up to kill Isaac, but did he already know that he would come back with 
Isaac? I don't know the depth of his thoughts, but I think it's clear that Abraham trusted God. 

 Isaac carries firewood on his back, while his father carries fire and a knife. However, Isaac, who was 
following his father, begins to be curious. “Daddy, you’re only taking fire and a knife. Where is the lamb 
for the burnt offering?” Abraham was taken aback, but his heart must have been torn apart. “My son, 
God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering. Don't worry (verse 8).” Just as Abraham 
completely believed in and followed God, Isaac also completely believed in and followed his father, 
Abraham. We can see here that the theme of this story is faith and trust. Children, if your father were to 
take you up the mountain like this, would you run away or would you keep following? A child who truly 
believes that his father is a good man will follow him. I don't think Abraham had any doubt that God was 
good and that God's commands had a reason. So, he decided to follow God to the end.  

We know all too well the conclusion of this story. Abraham sets up the firewood and ties his son Isaac up 
with ropes to keep him from escaping. And puts him on the firewood. Just as he raised his sword high 
and was about to strike Isaac, he heard an angel's voice from heaven. “Abraham, Abraham,” the angel 
called Abraham’s name twice in a row. “Stop right now. Don't touch the child. That's it. Don't do 
anything. Now I know that you fear God because you have not withheld even your only son.” Here we 
learn why God gave Abraham this difficult test. God wanted to know if Abraham trusted God and feared 
God. God prepared a lamb for Abraham in advance. There was no need to kill Isaac. Abraham's test ends 
with a happy ending.  

3. 

 In this story, God is first a Tester and finally a Provider. So, in verse 14, the name of God is called 
“Yahweh Jireh.” Originally, Jireh means “to see”. So, in the footnote, “to be prepared in the mountain of 
the Lord” can also be interpreted as “to be seen in the mountain of the Lord.” Provide is a combination 
of the Latin words pro (before, previous) and video (see). Preparing for a ‘pro-video’ is ‘provide’. It's a 
word that tells you how faithful God is. The word providence, which means “divine guidance or care,” 
also comes from here. 

When we are tested, we misunderstand that God is not looking at us and is turning away. They argue, 
saying, ‘How can God do this to me?’ But one thing we must not forget is that “God is faithful.” God sees 



our lives in advance (pro-video) and knows in advance. And He is a faithful God who provides what we 
need in our lives. There is a clear providence of God in the trials we face.  

A man named Job is known as the man who received the greatest test from God. He had many children 
and was extremely wealthy, but he lost everything overnight. He also had a serious skin disease on his 
body and had to scratch himself with pieces of broken dishes. He confessed this before God. “I was born 
naked in my mother’s belly. When I was born on this earth, I had nothing. God gave it, so God can take 
it. But God wants to be praised (Job 1:21).” Abraham was in the same situation as Job. It's a situation 
where you can resent, "When do you give, when do you want to take away?" However, in the hearts of 
Abraham and Job, there was a heart to trust God. “It is God who gives, so it is God who takes away.”  

This kind of faith and trust doesn’t come out of anywhere overnight. Abraham was able to completely 
obey because he had been training to believe in and follow God for over 30 years. Children, please train 
from now on. It is training to follow God. It is training to obey God. If you can't see God well, practice 
listening to the words of your parents that God has given you. Like Isaac, “My father is not like that. My 
father is a good man. If my father tells me to die, I will pretend to die.” Try to train this type of behavior. 
The attitude you have toward your father will develop into the attitude you have toward God. Start by 
obeying your parents.  

4. 

 I want to interpret the words of the text as the resurrection experienced in the Old Testament. Before 
Jesus came, Abraham and Isaac had already experienced the resurrection. Didn't they go to the place of 
death and come back to life? Seeing the lamb God provided, they were able to deeply experience the 
fact that God is preparing them. The lamb prepared behind Abraham symbolized Jesus, the “Lamb of 
God.” God had already planned to sacrifice his own son as a burnt offering, not Abraham's son. Before 
Jesus came, He showed hints little by little in the Old Testament. 

 When we obey God, there are times when we suffer enough to go down to the place of death. If you 
follow God, you may feel distressed because things are not going well, or you may be sick. However, I 
must not let go of the faith that God is looking at me in the place of suffering and will deliver me. I may 
be tested for now, but I must not let go of the faith that God will raise me up again as a provider in the 
end. After all, today's text is not trying to tell us that Abraham and Isaac are faithful. Rather, I am trying 
to tell you how faithful God is. God is faithful. 

 God decided to sacrifice his only son to save us. He provided his Son as a lamb for us. God loved us like 
this. Sometimes God takes back what He has given, but God is faithful even then. I hope we can repay 
the faithful God with a faithful life. I hope you will obey and follow whatever God says. There is a saying 
that obedience is giving immediately, fully, and joyfully. Lent is a time to express our faithfulness to the 
Lord who has been so faithful to us. Express your love for the Lord by fasting and prayer, meditating on 
the Word, and doing good deeds and sharing. Finally, we conclude by reading 1 Corinthians 10:13. “You 
have never been subjected to trials other than those common to man. God is faithful. God will not allow 
you to go through more trials than you can handle. God provides a way out of the trials along with them 
so that you can get through them.” We hope that we will faithfully follow God who is faithful. 


