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On Friday, December 7, 2012, at 13 13 hours, 1, Trooper S. Bunch #2421 of the Louisiana State Police -
Troop A, responded to a call of a motor vehicle crash, with injuries, on Interstate 10. The crash occurred on
Interstate 10 at Mile Post 169.11, east of Louisiana Highway 928 (Bluff Road overpass) in Ascension Parish.
Upon my arrival, at 1522 hours, | observed numerous civilians, Prairieville Fire Fighters and Department of
Public Safety Police Officer S. Cotten #6368 on the scene. The inside westbound lane and both eastbound
lanes of Interstate 10 were closed by emergency vehicles.

Prior to my arrival, Officer S. Cotten arrived on the scene at 1515 hours and began assessing the scene.
When I spoke with Officer Cotten, 1 learned at [east two vehicles were involved in the crash. The driver of &
Ford F-350 had identified himself to Officer Cotten as the person pulling a trailer, which had become detached
from his vehicle and was involved in the crash. Officer Cotten also informed me the driver of a Ford Ranger
had sustained serious injuries and was unresponsive. At this time, fire fighters were giving aid to the driver of
the Ford Ranger. Officer Cotten pointed out the driver of the F-350 to me and | walked over to speak with
him. I spoke with the driver of the F-350, got his driver’s license, and told him not to leave the scene until 1
spoke with him further. I spoke with the fire fighters that were giving aid to the driver of Ford Ranger and
they said he was probably not going to survive his injuries. Fire fighters gave me a wallet that belonged fo the
driver of the Ford Ranger. I found a Texas driver’s license, number 28744552, inside the wallet and identified
the driver of the Ford Ranger as David L. Hammer of League City, TX.

Senior Trooper PB Rivera #2033 arrived on the scene at 1522 hours and Master Trooper S. Latimer
#1708 arrived on the scene at 1530 hours. M/T Latimer, S/T Rivera and I began identifying and speaking with
witnesses. FEach of the witnesses gave a brief synopsis of the crash. Collectively, all of the witnesses
confirmed the trailer detached from the F-350, crossed the center median and struck the Ford Ranger. Some of
the witnesses said they immediately ran to Mr. Hammer's aid, but he was unresponsive when they got to him.
Written statements were eventually collected from the witnesses (see attached).

Interstate 10 is a four-lane highway divided by an un-raised grassy median. Eastbound and westbound
Interstate 10 has inside and outside lanes on each side of the highway. The inner edges of the inside lanes are
marked with a yellow no passing line, boarded by a narrow shoulder. White dashed lines and white reflectors
separate the inside and outside lanes. The outside lanes are marked with solid white fog lines and boarded by a
wide concrete shoulder. In this section, retaining wires and metal guardrails divide the grassy median. There
isngapbehmenthemtainingwhmandmnmmalguardmﬂs,ﬁ,ﬁfaﬂmlmgth. All lane markings are in
good condition and were clearly visible. The edges of the roadway had no effect on this crash and there are no
roadway edge drop-offs on either side.

At 1548 hours, Sgt. J. Martin #2031 arrived on the scene. M/T Latimer, Sgt. Martin and I inspected the
area and found munerous tire marks in the ccnte:madiaucastboundlunasandbc}rmﬂthcoutm‘dﬁaastbound
shoulder. The two tire marks found in the center median extended in a southeastern direction, towards the
castbound lanes. The first tire mark in the center median began on the inside roadway edge of the westbound
lanes, 46.6 feet east of the end of the retaining wires. “This tire mark cxtended into and through the gap
between the retaining wires and the guardrail. This tire mark was 98.8 fect in length. The second tire mark in
the center median began 28.3 feet south of the inside roadway edge of the westbound lanes and 5.3 fect east of
the end of the retaining wires. This tire mark extended into and through the gap between the retaining wires
and the guardrail. This tire mark was 22.2 feet in length. In the inside eastbound lane, multiple tire marks
made up three large circular patterns,

BAESTHLATING OFFICER'S INITIALS ..S\-u‘ldﬁ
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eastbound lanes. 35.5 feet southeast of the end of this tire
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extending into and through a shallow
feet in length and ended near the outside
roadway, at the ending of these tire
. The fluid
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Vehicle 1, a 2001
facing west, stopped on the westbound outside shoulder.

damage. A trailer hitch, with three trailer balls, was attached to the frame,

inch trailer ball was in the up position.
attach safety chains to secure a towed vehicle or trailer.
hooks or other safety mechanisms
damage on them. While inspecting Vchicle 1,
following tread depth/tire pressurc: driver side
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the air valves on the tires. The rear tires did not appear
factor in the crash.

Vehicle 17s trailer, a 2009 black RDT wtility
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tongue were two safety chains. An inspection of
or on any of the links. The inspection also showed
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and shoulders and ended near the inside

tire of the Ford Ranger.

blue/tan Ford F-350 dually, bearing Louisiana license plate number B754865, was

An inspection of Vehicle 1 showed it sustained no
secured with a safety pin. A two-

On the frame, on both side of the trailer hitch were evelets designed to

I inspected the eyelets and found no signs of any

altached to them. A close inspection of the eyelets showed no markings or
I checked the tire pressure
front (4/32 and 46 psi), passenger side front
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southern side of the metal guardrails. The trailer
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had a small amount
the chains showed there were no hooks on the ends of them
there were no markings or damage to the end links. While

and tread depth. The trailer had the following tread depth/tire
(6/32 and 34 psi), left rear (6/32 and 34 psi),

and minor damage to its right rear side.
of blood and flesh on it. Attached to the

right front (5/32 and 19 psi), and right rear

Texas license plate number 9628AK,, was facing north,
in the center median with its front end against the retaining
the front and driver's side, which protruded into the engine and passenger compartments.

wires. The Ranger had severe damage to
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sustained minor damage to its rear driver’s side. While inspecting Vehicle 2, I checked the tire pressure and
tread depth. Vehicle 2 had the following tread depth/tire pressure: driver side front (7/32 and 0 psi), driver side
rear (7/32 and 41 psi), passenger side front (7/32 and 38 psi), and passenger side rear (7/32 and 40 psi).

Near Vehicle 2, I observed tire marks and a liquid debris trail that led up to its rear end. The tire marks
and liquid debris trail began in the center of the eastbound lanes, near the circular tire marks, and pointed in the
direction of the path Vehicle 2 took after impact.

The driver of Vchicle 1 was identified at the scene as Michael B. Munson, with Louisiana driver’s
license number 6365122 1 advised Mr. Munson of his Miranda rights and said he understood them. Mr.
Mmmngwevmbalanﬂwﬁumsmmmammem. Mr. Munson verbally stated he was traveling
westbound on Interstate 10 in the outside lane at about 70 mph when his trailer began to sway side to side. Mr.
Munson said he hit his brakes and began merging onto the outside shoulder. Mr. Munson said as he moved
onto the shoulder, his trailer became detached and shot across both westbound lanes. Mr. Munson said his
trailer went through an opening inﬂlﬁmadianandsmkmﬂ:ﬂvehicletaveﬁnginthamsthoundlmes. In
his written statement, Mr. Munson stated:

“ was driving I-10 west when the trailer came off my truck in the right lane. The irailer took off into the middle
of the Interstate into eastbound side near Bluff Road. [was driving 70 mph whenever thing happen. ™

Mr. Munson sustained no injuries in the crash. Mr. Munson was taken from the scene to Troop A at
1644 hours by S/T Rivera for chemical testing. Mr. Munson voluntarily submitted to the Intoxilyzer 5000 test
at 1714 hours, and the results indicated a blood alcohol concentration of .000g%. Mr. Munson showed no
signs of impairment. Mr. Munson voluntarily submitted a urine sample. Mr. Munson’s urine sample was later
logged inatTrmpﬁaswidnxetobeforwa:dodtu State Police Crime Lab for testing. Results are pending at
this time. A written consent to search Vehicle 1 was signed by Mr. Munson. M/T Latimer and 1 searched
Vehicle 1. The search was an attempt to locate any other trailer hitches and/or trailer ball assemblies, other
than the one observed on the rear of Vehicle 1. The search had negative results.

While on scene, $/T Rivera and I spoke with five witnesses and the passenger of Vehicle 1. The
following written statements were collected:

Vehicle 17s passenger Jerry Chatman stated,
“I look back and the trail was good.”
Witness William Bayhi Jr stated,

“Was heading east on I-10. Noticed trailer coming across the median from westbound I-10. The green truck in
[front of me was struck on driver front side by trailer. | swerved to avoid the trailer and the truck that was hit by the
trailer. Came fo a stop and noticed the truck that weas hit by the trailer was sitting in the center guard wires. Me and
several others ran to vehicle and noticed he was ol moving. Digled 911"

Witness Theodise M. Collins stated,

DPSSP 3110
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At approximately 1841 hours, Vehicle 1°s trailer and Vehicle 2 was removed from the scene by
Gonzales Towing, and all lanes were cleared of debris and reopened. S/T Rivera and M/T Latimer took photos
of the scene and both vehicles. The photos were later uploaded to the Louisiana State Police crash photo
database.

At approximately 1730 hours, notification was made to David L. Hammer’s next of kin. Andy
Hammer, 4024 loda Street, Metairie, LA (504) 430-7603, David Hammer’s son, called Troop A and spoke
with Sgt. M. Stupka #1890. Andjrsaidhewashyingtuiocatehisfathcr,whuhchadmtheard&omsime
about 1400 hours. Andy said his father was on his way to visit him in Metairie, LA and he had not arrived.
Sgt. Stupka informed Andy his father was -volved in a motor vehicle crash and he did not survive his injuries.

On December 8, 2012, at approximately 0900 hours, M/T Latimer and I returned to the scene. We
canvassed the area trying to locate miyevidmnelhmwmﬂdsuggmt\fehicle 1's trailer had safety chains
attached when it disconnected. Mo evidence was found. While on scenc, Master Trooper S. Latimer and 1
measured the scene with the Total Station Survey Equipment. M/T Latimer later used the data collected from
the measurements to draw the diagrams of the crash scene.

On December 8, 2012 at approximately 1330 hours, M/T Latimer and I arrived Gonzales Towing
storage yard. Andy Hammer and other family members met us at this location. Andy was allowed to retrieve
David L. Hammer's personal belongings from Vehicle 2. M/T Latimer and I further inspected Vehicle 1I's
trailer and Vehicle 2. While inspecting the trailer, we noticed the trailer ball latch was missing. The latch was
found in the cab of Vehicle 2, on the passenger side floorboard. We searched the interior of Vehicle 2 for other
parts that may have been transferred between vehicles during impact. No other items, specifically safety chain
hooks, were found in or on Vehicle 2.

The on-scene evidence, vehicle damage, witness and driver statements suggest that on December 7,
2012 at approximately 1510 hours, Vehicle 1 was traveling westbound in the outside lane on Interstate 10 as
Vehicle 7 was traveling eastbound in the inside lane Interstate 10. As both vehicles approached each other
from opposite directions, Vehicle 1°s trailer began to sway side to side. As Vehicle 1 began moving onto the
westbound outside shoulder, the trailer detached from Vehicle 1 and crossed both westbound lanes. Vehicle 1
came to a controlled stop on the westbound outside shoulder as the trailer left the roadway to its left. The
trailer entered and crossed the median tﬁo@mnpmﬂgbctwmntheretainingwirﬁmﬂmﬂal guardrails.
The trailer entered the inside eastbound lanes and struck Vehicle 2. The tongue and right corner of the trailer
pierced the driver’s side engine and passenger compartments of Vehicle 2, striking David L. Hammer. After
the impact, the trailer spun around, traveling 59 feet, and came to rest in the center median. Vehicle 2 crossed
over the outside eastbound lane and shoulder, leaving to roadway to its right. Vehicle 2 traveled 255.5 feet in
the grass, as it rolled lhrcrughnshaﬂﬂwditchandupasmaﬂ hill. The hill redirected Vehicle 2’s path and it
crossed back through the shallow ditch and then back into the eastbound lanes. Vehicle 2 crossed over the
easthound lanes and entered the center median. Vehicle 2 came to rest when its front end struck the retaining
wires.

Mz, Munson has been charged with L.R.S. 32:384 Trailers and Towed Vehicles and LR.S. 14:32
Negligent Homicide. For further information on Mr. Munson's arrest, se¢ Louisiana State Police Criminal
Arrest Report under Incident Number 12-9919.
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THE ABOVE STATEMENT, TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, IS A TRUE AND CORRECT
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LOUISIANA STATE POLICE
Crash Photo Upload - Duplicate Report

7Y Home | Edit Profile | Create Crash | Create Incident | Draft Reports | FAQ | Insiructions

Report # 20120042760 is an existing Crash report.

Status: Complete
Troop - Author: A - Phillip Rivera
Crash Date: 12/07/2012
Parish: Ascension
Vehicle 1 Driver: MICHAEL B MUNSON
Additional Driver(s): DAVID L HAMMER
Digital Photo Count: 193
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