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Vette Waves 

On The Cover:  The May meeting was held at Hulett Chevrolet in Camdenton.  We had 95 members 

in attendance with 53 cars decorating the parking lot!  Members were treated to lunch catered by 

The Tavern Smokehouse.  A few members went on a drive after the meeting. 



"Heartbeat of Our Club" 

What is a volunteer? If you look it up, the definition talks about offering time and talent without expecting pay. But if you want to 

know what a volunteer really is, you don’t need a dictionary—you just needed to be at Hewlett Chevrolet back on May 17th ( LOCC 

last meeting location )……. 

Our last meeting was a celebration of the incredible people who poured their time, energy, and passion into making our recent 

LOCC car show a HUGE success. Looking around the room, I was reminded of the exact characteristics that define the volunteers of 

the Lake of the Ozarks Corvette Club: 

• Selflessness: Giving up precious weekends and evenings to plan, set up, and run a major event. 

• Positivity: Greeting participants, managing parking, and handling the crowd with a smile, ensuring everyone had a great time. 

• Community Spirit: A shared understanding that our passion for Corvettes is a powerful vehicle for DOING GOOD in the local 

area…... 

Because of YOUR hard work, the funds raised from the LOCC car show are going directly to support local charities across our com-

munity, helping our neighbors and making a  difference where it matters most ........ 

But as any car enthusiast knows, you don’t just park a winning machine and forget about it—you start prepping for the next run. 

As we look ahead to next year's LOCC car show, we are going to need that INCREDIBLE  "volunteer - engine" firing on all cylinders 

once again....... 

An event of this size simply doesn't happen without a dedicated crew. Whether you can help with planning, registration, parking, 

or just smiles, we need your hands and your heart next year to continue supporting our local charities and our people......  

To everyone who stepped up this year: THANK YOU SO MUCHI!!! YOU are the HEARTBEAT of the LOCC. And, to those looking to 

get involved next year  -  we can't wait to roll up our sleeves alongside you..... 

Hoping for only smooth miles  ~ 

Parker  
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SECRETARY’S  REPORT 

Date: May 17, 2026 
 
Location: Hulett Chevrolet, 513 N Business Route 5, Camdenton MO 
Thank you Ryan with Hulett Chevrolet & Thank you to Jeff Hooker with the City of Camdenton for the use of tables and 

chairs. 
 
Time Meeting Started:  12:09 pm  
 
Pledge of Allegiance: George Woodrum  
 
Intro: March Meeting we had 82 in attendance at the Vista Grand in Osage Beach with 26 Corvettes present. 

 
New Members or First Meeting:   
James Ogelsby has a 2024 Blue Stingray 
Dave and Rene Probst own a 2011 Black Convertible 
Mike and Christy Otten have a 2025 Black Z06 Convertible 

 
Birthdays & Anniversaries:  
2 Birthdays & 2 Anniversaries 
 
Members New/Different Cars:  
Keith Suchman has acquired a 1996 Red C4  

************************************************************************************************************************ 
Old Business:  
The Corvettes in Paradise Car Show, held April 24-25, is in the books with another successful show all due to everyone 
that volunteered. Thank you! The total brought in was over $22,000 and we will know net amount after all expenses in 
the next couple of weeks. The silent auction brought in over $15,000 with Jack & Carrie Reiner obtaining a signed hel-
met from the Corvette Racing Team that brought in over $3,000 and Jeff & Leslie Wolfe donating an Anniversary 45 
Caliber Pistol that also brought in more than $3000. 
 
June 17-19 is Corvettes at Karls.  Make sure you register by May 18

th
. Twenty rooms are reserved with deadline of May 

18
th
. If you wish to drive up together please call or email George. 

 
May 8

 
was the first Hot Summer Nights which was kind of a “rain” out. 

 
May 9 was Domestic vs. Import Drive-In Showdown Car Show at Twin Crescent Drive-In Movie Theater in Buffalo MO. 
Four cars went and we came home with three trophies and some new members.  
 
May 13 had 15 Corvettes display at Stonebridge assisted living.  Ice cream was served. 

************************************************************************************************************************  
Vice President- Parker Darr 
262 LOCC Members 
198 LOCC Corvettes 
 
Secretary - Sherry Lantz 
Number of Corvettes – 55 
Number in Attendance – 95 
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SECRETARY’S  REPORT

Treasurer– Jim McMillan  
April Statements 
 
LOCC Club Account:     LOCC Car Show Account: 
Beginning Balance     $8,962.56    Beginning Balance           $8,341.81 
Deposits                          739.00    Deposits                           26,415.06 
             Checks      (1,307.19)    
Checks                           (905.00)   Returned Check       (100.47) 
Credit Card                     (584.71)                                            _________   
   _________ 
Ending Balance          $8,211.85    Ending Balance  $33,349.21 
                                    ========      ======== 
 
NCM Ambassador - Steve Myers  
The “Guy behind the Curtain” shared about NCM Collection Facility. It is adjacent to the museum and if LOCC pledges 
$1,000 prior to July 1

st
 we can obtain a permanent display of our club’s name on the Donor Wall. Steve also shared 

about the raffle for the 2025 NCM Banner. Raffle will start May 18 and ends at noon June 14 (prior to our next LOCC 
meeting). 
 
Newsletter - Gina McLachlan 
Gina requested members continue to share pictures and stories of their Corvettes. She spoke of Mike and Sandy’s sad 
story that was shared in last month’s newsletter and how she is enjoying sharing new LOCC’s members pictures and 
stories.  Keep sending her your ideas. 
       
Web Master - Wayne Warfel: (not present) 
Keep sending Corvette info. 
http://locc2010.net/  

Public Relations - Zoe Evans (not present) 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1142141526490872/ 

Club Communications - Ron Wehmeyer  
“I got Nothing!” 
 
Project Manager - Gary Elwick  
CIP registration had 121 Registered with 99 attending and 90 being judged. 

************************************************************************************************************************  
New Business: 
Gary Cooper, Jr. shared that, with donations, the family of Gary Cooper, Sr. was able to purchase a bench at Turpen-
tine Creek (one of Gary Sr.’s favorite places to drive his Corvette to). Fourteen people attended the dedication of the 
bench that has two of LOCC’s Medallions permanently placed on it. Private tours of Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge in 
Eureka Springs AR are available to LOCC members. Contact George or Gary Cooper, Jr. if interested.  
 
Jerry Ehlmann shared that their house is for sale and they will be looking for a place to rent for 6-12 months until their 
new home is built. 
 
Don Wormsley spoke of how he first met Marlin Hammond in 2009 by out bidding him during a silent auction. Marlin 
became LOCC’s Treasurer in 2012 and continued until 2023. Don contributed a framed Margaritaville poster that will be 
raffled after the 50/50 drawing.  
 
Marlin Hammond shared that the “Light Boxes” that were given at CIP are available to LOCC members for $175. They 
can be customized to the member’s corvette style in Red, White, Blue or Green colors. New Members see Marlin for 
your “Swag”. See Marlin for LOCC Stickers and Save the Date Flyers. He also will have a donation jar available to sup-
port a longtime Sponsor’s nephew who is participating in a Special Olympic bowling event.  
 

http://locc2010.net/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1142141526490872/
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SECRETARY’S  REPORT

************************************************************************************************************************ 
Take advantage of every opportunity to enjoy our cars. 
 
Check newsletter/web site/Facebook for things to do. 
 
The next Hot Summer Nights is June 5

.
  

 
Steve & Brenda Myers will be leading an after meeting drive immediately after all tables and chairs are stacked and 
cleared away. 
 
Continue to promote the Club and recruit new members. 
 
Raffle for the NCM family membership was drawn with Ed Champion winning. 
                          
Next Meeting: Jun 14

th
, Dierbergs, 4655 Osage Beach Pkwy, Osage Beach MO 65065 

 
50/50 Drawing: 
Last Month Lana Elwick won $118. New member James Ogelsby drew this month’s winning ticket with Pete Spanos 
winning $113. 
 
Don Wormsley’s framed Margaritaville poster was raffled with Keith Suchman being the winner. 
                               
Meeting Adjourned: 12:52pm 

 

(Look over the newsletter for the answers) 

 

1.  True or False:  1979 was the only year that a Chevy Vega 

spoke designer steering wheel was used. 

 

2.  What color was NOT used in 1954? 

A.  Pennant Blue 

B.  Sportsman Red 

C.  Sunshine Yellow 

D.  Polo White 

 

3.  How many Corvettes were produced in 1955? 

A.  700 

B.  1700 

C.  2700 

D.  3700 
 

 4. In the first year that AC was offered, how much did it cost? 

A.  $221 

B.  $321 

C.  $421 

D.  $521 

 

5.  True or False:  The 1965 396-V8 engine Corvette was one of the 

fastest on the market. 
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Gary Heisen 

And 

Gayle Pleus 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Heislen grew up in Jefferson City, Missouri where he attended Helias High School and then Central Missouri 
State University. His career was Information Technology for the State of Missouri for 34 years. Gary has 3 children and 
6 grandchildren. He spent most of his life coming to the Lake of the Ozarks moving permanently in 2019. He enjoys the 
outdoors including boating, golf, fishing, and hunting.  

Gayle Pleus grew up in Taos, Missouri. She graduated from Lincoln University. She lived in the Kansas City area most 
of her adult life and retired at the lake in 2020. Gayle worked for brokers and carriers as an account manager in the em-
ployee group benefits industry. Gayle has one son and two granddaughters. Gayle enjoys playing pickleball.   

Meet the New Members

Gavin Franklin from Montreal who graduated from Lake Career and Technical Center plans to attend Ozark Technical College in 

Springfield to study Diesel Technology. 
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Marlin and his wife, Barb, attended Ju-
bilee Days in Warsaw on Saturday, 
June 6.  They won the Muscle Class 
and were also awarded BEST OF 
SHOW.  Marlin says they were sur-
prised and humbled.   
 

Pictured is Marlin with his trophies for 
Modern Muscle car (left) and Best of Show 
(right). Girls are the Queen and Princess of 
the Jubilee Days. 

MARLIN HAMMOND 
We have many wonderful LOCC members.  Here, we will pay tribute to a couple who have served our club for many 
years. The first is Marlin Hammond.  Marlin became treasurer in 2012 and served in this position for many presidents—
Dotson, Sturn, Cooper, Wormesly, Beach, Ensminger, Suchman, Kaimann, Spanos, and Funk.  Not only is he the 
treasurer of our association, he is the man when it comes to all things promoting our club—shirts, trophies, stickers, etc.  
In addition, he is a key member of the Paradise in Corvettes show--organizing trophies, shirts, and judges.  He is also 
the one who started the trend of the Springfield Cardinals game. Thank you, Marlin, for all you do!  We appreciate you! 

Member Tributes

GARY COOPER, SR. 
Another member who we would like to honor is Gary Cooper.  Gray 
and his wife, Jane, joined LOCC in September of 2006.  In 2007 he 
became President Elect and was the 2008 President until 2009.  Dur-
ing that year, the newly constructed Route 5 from south of the Niangua 
Bridge to Camdenton was opened and LOCC was invited to be part of 
the ribbon cutting ceremony. IN 2013, Gary was once again Vice Pres-
ident and then President in 2014. He initiated the Pledge of Allegiance 
at all meetings. 
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How I Came to Own My 2002 Z06 

This is a love story with a happy ending. It was late 2009 and I was in the process of finishing a build on a 1968 Firebird in the body 

shop when I first saw the 2002 Quicksilver Z06. I immediately fell in love with what I considered to be the best looking Corvette of 

all time. After a few awkward moments of staring, the owner of the shop informed me that the car was for sale because the owner 

was tired of shifting and had purchased a newer Corvette with an automatic transmission. Knowing better, I asked if I could sit in the 

car and the seduction was complete.  

Before this, I was not even looking for a Corvette or any another vehicle since I was trying to finish the Firebird and had been out of 

work for the past few months with no solid job prospects in sight. My one Corvette experience was an unpleasant ride in a C4 that 

was loud, rode like a lumber wagon and was something I was ready to get out of after a few miles. Therefore, the logical Engineer 

that I am proceeded to go over all the reasons not to own this car and I left the shop as soon as I could.  

The next time I returned, the car was gone but I could not stop thinking about it. A close friend of mine mentioned to me that he 

wanted to buy a fun car so I told him about the car, sent him pictures and tried like hell to get him to buy it which made him suspi-

cious and he declined to buy it. Over the course of two weeks, I thought about this car every day and just to make sure I would not 

buy it, I went over all the reasons not to buy it with my wife who I was convinced would remind me, should I have another weak 

moment. Then one day, I realized that I had not thought about the car for a whole day and needed to go back to the body shop to 

finish some items on the Firebird when the Corvette owner’s daughter drove the car in for a few minor items.  

Like a person struggling with trying to quit smoking, I inhaled the sight of the Corvette deeply into my body and once again left the 

body shop. I went out to eat that night with my wife and I vigorously repeated with passion all the reasons not to buy the car to my 

wife who just looked at me and said that she only had seen me look like this when we were first dating  and told me to buy the car!

RANDY AND HELEN GROSS WITH THEIR 2002 Z06 

Randy and Helen became members of LOCC shortly after purchasing 
the car and still have her today.  She has been on the Ozark Internation-
al Speedway, Iowa Speedway, and the NCM race track.  They have 
attended several shows and their beauty has won awards when there is 
a Z06 class.  Although he loves this car, he says it’s like driving a go cart 
in comparison to the C8 so we’ll see what their Corvette future holds! 

What’s Your Corvette Story 
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The May meeting was held at Hulett Chevrolet in Camdenton.  Members enjoyed catering from The Tavern 

Smokehouse.  There were 95 members and 55 cars who attended the meeting! The car lot was full of our beautiful 

cars.  Brenda and Steve Myers led a group to O’Tommy’s after the main meeting. 

May Meeting

ANSWERS 
 

1.  False.  It was 1976; 2.  C.  Sunshine Yellow was not a color that was used; 3.  A.   700; 4.  C. $421; 5.   True 
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  May Meeting 
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Several members of The Lake of the Ozarks Corvette Club had the wonderful opportunity to visit the residents of Stonebridge Sen-

ior Living facility in Osage Beach. It was a fantastic sunny day centered around community, beautiful machinery, and shared memo-

ries. We had an impressive turnout of 15 Corvettes, spanning various generations, giving the residents a chance to get up close and 

personal with '“America’s Sports Car.” Of course our official pooch, “Winston” was in attendance as well.  When we arrived, there 

was an ice cream truck which several of us enjoyed and appreciated. Following the visit, the club cruised over to The Bend in Lake 

Ozark. We gathered there to relax, grab a bite, and reminisce about the day’s event and the smiles on the residents faces. There’s 

nothing quite like the roar of a V8 and a scoop of ice cream to bring people together. Thank you everyone who participated and 

made this visit a success. It was a privilege to share our passion! 

 

Drive By For Stonebridge 
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Twenty-two LOCC Corvettes traveled down to watch the Springfield Cardinals take on the Corpus Christi Hooks today at the newly 
renamed Route 66 Stadium. It was a bit on the cool side, but watching everyone watching us as we do our parade lap around the 
field always warms the heart. We even added a proud bat boy from the Cardinals with a C4 to our lineup. It’s pretty impressive 
when the first Corvette on the field is about to exit as the last one is driving on.  
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<====Winston recovering from 

the drive  

 

==========> Our pitiful show-

ing at Hot Summer Nights! 

 

 

Due to weather, Hot Summer 
nights was almost a bust!  Five 

cars participated in the pre-drive but only two cars made it to the strip.  One other car did attend, but parked across the street so 
they could leave early.  Thanks to  Bill Stone, Myers, Sturns, Warfels, Ellen and Winston and Woodrums for showing up for us!  We 

Mike and Sandy Funk at Red Leg Brewery 

in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
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The Annual “Brenda Joy” 100 mile cruise trip Friday, June 5.  We began our perfect day cruise at Chick’s & Dix’s in Sunrise Beach 

with our first refreshments. Then we hit the open road with a line of 16 classic American beautiful Corvette sports cars with the 

Myers’ at the lead. The weather was perfect for a cruise, and the sight of all of those roaring engines rolling together down the 

highway was truly something to see! The highlight of the route was a mid-ride stop in Stover, Missouri, at the beloved Skelly’s Ice 

Cream Shoppe. Everyone treated themselves to some of Skelly’s famous, delicious ice cream. The stop provided the perfect back-

drop for some great conversation, laughter, and catching up among friends & fellow car enthusiasts. John Hofmann made a small 

request: he needed an extra .10 to finish his ice cream purchase…we all just died laughing, but in his defense, he said “it was to 

make it easier on the cashier to not have to make change.”  Sixteen cars arrived to HSN by crossing the dam and heading up the 

strip! 
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The Bagnell Day Strip 2nd Hot Summer Nights could not have been more pleasant weather wise!  LOCC enjoyed a lot of laughter 

and fellowship with each other and the community.  There were more than 27 cars present to be seen and viewed by the public. 

This is always a crowd-pleaser!  We were also interviewed and pictures were taken by LO Profile, one of our biggest supporters and 

we are truly blessed by their continued support. Then we had a really sweet couple stop by, Chrishn & Peter Lundshróm, from Gâ-

vle/Dalarna, Sweden. This was a first-time visit in the USA. They have a 2009 Corvette & also belong to a Corvette Club in Sweden. 

My, oh my, how the beautiful American sports car gets around the world…  



 

                           June 2026 ~ Volume 26 ~ Issue No. 6     Page 18  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Four LOCC cars travelled to Buffalo to this event.  All saw the podium and even recruited new members.  The club was well repre-
sented on the podium.  We gained two new members at the show—Dustin and Emily Shamblin of Camdenton. 

Brenda and Steve Myers 

1st Place 

C7 

Chasity Worley 

2nd Place 

C5 

Don Dettman 

1st Place 

C8 

Linda and George 

Woodrum 

Emily and Dustin 

Shamblin 
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Steve  Myers  

NCM Ambassador                     

News & Views  

Find the NCM at www.corvettemuseum.org. 
Subscribe to the “Corvette Campus Connection”. 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/subscribe/  
 

Follow all the National Corvette Museum’s existing social media channels 

Lake of the Ozarks Corvette Club NCM Members 
If you need to have your name added or removed or any changes, please contact  Parker Darr  

573-434-1076 or parmardar@yahoo.com  

National Corvette Museum Membership 

 
Are you a Corvette owner and member of NCM or do you just own a Corvette? 

 

Individual Membership   $65.00/year 
Family Membership   $100.00/year (5 years) $350.00 
Lifetime Membership   $2000.00 
Senior Individual Membership  $750.00/valid for 20 years 
Next Generation Member   Children ages 0-9-$400/ages 10-18 $200 
Lifetime Legacy    $1000.00 One-Time Donation 

Museum in Motion & NCM Events 
(Museum in Motion events aren’t just about the destination—they’re about the journey) 

 

   June 25-27   R8C Reunion (Customers that took delivery at the NCM ) 

 

   June 23-27   2026 Branson Membership Appreciation Day 

      (Includes car Experience) 

 

   June 27   NCM show 

 

   July 10   National Collector’s Car Appreciation Day at the NCM 

 

“ADRENALINE MEETS TRADITION” 
 

The mission of the National Corvette Museum is to celebrate the Corvette’s invention and preserve the  

legendary automobile’s past, present, and future. The Museum will serve as an educational and research 

model for all to enjoy. 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/subscribe/
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NCM Collection Facility.  

As we spotlighted during the May meeting at Hulett, the National Corvette Museum 

has outgrown its space and building a new collection facility which will open this fall.  

The new collection facility mission is Preserving the Past and Building the Future. 

The facility is adjacent to the museum on the NCM campus just off Corvette Drive. 

The 66K square feet climate-controlled facility will provide the much-need space for 

growing collection of historic vehicles with advanced state-of-the-art preservation 

capabilities. 

We as a club have an opportunity to provide support while getting our name on Do-

nor Wall, and your board agrees. With the $1000 donation our club’s name will be 

displayed on the permanent donor wall for all to see when visiting the facility.  

We started raising the funds at our last meeting with the NCM family membership raffle. Hopefully we can raise the money through 

club member donations and surplus monies for the banner auction. There has been some talk of using some of the surplus scholar-

ship funds but hoping we can steer clear of that necessity. We will continue to raise funds to meet our goal at monthly meetings. If 

you wish to donate directly, please reach out to me.   

Sweepstakes vs Raffles at the NCM. 

Do you know about Sweepstakes and Raffles at the NCM. They sure sound similar, but 

because of Kentucky gaming laws, they are treated differently. Raffles have a total num-

ber of chances sold and a compressed timeframe, whereas the Sweepstakes carry a long-

er timeframe and unlimited number of chances can be sold. No, you do not need to be a 

Kentucky resident to participate. Regardless of which direction you choose, just follow 

the instructions to complete a transaction.  

One other thing about sweepstakes, if you enter a promo code OZARKS you will receive 

50% more chances. I gave this a spin the other day on the latest sweepstake for the 2012 

ZR1 and the process was super easy. If you enter a sweepstake your ambassador automatically earns points for the club perks. So, 

sweepstake away, and good luck! 

 

NCM membership and your smart phone 

Seems like there is an application that 

can be downloaded to your smartphone 

for everything and NCM is no exception.  

Through the app PassPlay it will direct 

you automatically to your membership 

details. I downloaded the app and took it 

for a test drive. Presently, the verdict is 

still out on individual benefit. It is handy 

to have your membership details in the 

palm of your hands, but not sure it’s to-

tally necessary and definitely not for eve-

ryone.  

Cheers! 

Steve 

 

The Bridge  
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June Birthdays 

Jerry Ehlmann  David Lantz 

Susanne Skjerseth Glenn Lewandowsk 

Linda Getz  John Hogan 

Larry Bedford  Tammy Walker 

Darryle Modesto  Kelly Simpson 

Don Mitzel  Ron Wehmeyer 

John Shepard  Carrie Reiner 

Cindy DelaRoche  James Oglesby 

Joy McFarland  Steve Chalupka 

Laura Bax 

4th of July Parade 

City of Osage Beach 

When:  4th of July 

Where:  Same route as Veteran’s Day Parade 

Start Time:  10 a.m. 

What else?  There will be family friendly activities 

in the City Park to include bounce houses, food 

trucks, vendors, and much more. We will conclude 

the event with a large commercial fireworks show 

and allow families to watch from our baseball field 

complex. 

They would like our participation in the parade. 
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2026 LOCC  Meetings  

Social Hour  11:00 am                                   
Lunch   12:00 Noon       Meeting  1:00 pm 

 

January 11—Tucker’s Shuckers 

February 15—Wicked Willies 

March 8—Inn at Grand Glaize  

April 12—Vista Grande 

May 17—Hulett Chevrolet 

June 14—Dierberg’s 

July 12—Canterbury Hill Winery (JC) 

August 9—Chic’s and Dix Honky Tonk & Saloon 

September 13—Angel’s Mexican Restaurant 

October 11—Don Chilillo's Sunrise Cantina 

November 8—Lake Valley Golf Club 

December 5— Christmas Party (Margaritaville) 

 

Corvette Events Calendar 

June 11-13 Hot Springs Arkansas 

June 17-19 Corvettes at Karls 

July 10  Hot Summer Night  

  (Trucks and Off Road   

  Wheeling) 

August 14 Hot Summer Nights  
  (Exotic Super Cars and   
  Hyper Cars) 

September 5 St . Jo Frontier Casino/  
  Glass Express Corvette   
  Club Car  Show 

September 11 Hot Summer Nights  
  (A Salute of our Heroes) 

September 19 Battle on Route 66 Car Show 

 

March 6-13, 2027 Vette Cruise   
  https://www.vettecruise.com 

 PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT 

 

 
Follow Lake Ozark Corvette Club on Facebook 

 https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1142141526490872  

President George Woodrum with Chrishn 

and Peter Lundshróm, from Gâvle/Dalarna, 

Sweden, at Hot Summer Nights. They are 

Corvette owners who belong to a club in 

Sweden!  Corvette’s are not just America’s 

car! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1142141526490872
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1142141526490872

