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= SALMAN =

RUSHDIE

TWO YEARS EIGHT
MONTHS AND
TWENTY-EIGHT
NIGHTS

Fiction

By Salman Rushdie
Fandom Hcuse, 328

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25,

New York TiMES

FICTION

1 The Girl in the Spider's \Web by
David | agarzratz (Knopf)

2 The Martian by Ardy Weir
(Crey

8 The Girl on the Train by Peula
Hawrkins (Riverheaud)

W)

BrESTSELLERS
NONFICTION
1 A Welk in the Woods by Bill

Rryson (Rroadway)

2 It Iz Atout Islam by Glenn Back

(Threshold Editois/=Hadio Arts)

3 The Boys in the Boct by Daniel

James Siown (Penguing

Source: comained piint and e-baoks for the waek anding Sept. 20

2015

A lightness falls on Rushdie’s ‘Nights’

It's 2asy enough to call Salman
Rushdia’s new novel an homage
to, or a playful manipulation
of the materials of, the classie
collection of tales *One Thousand
znd On= Nighs' IUs more
difficult fo say what Mr. Rushdie’s
book actually is.

The plat invnives an invasion
of sur world by jinn (or genies),
who have come here from their
own world to wage a lund of
galactic warof good versusevil,
Butitalso features a tribe of
hurans descended from a jinn,

a [hu}oglanand a ph:lnsnphn
waging an B00-year argument
choutGod (the vast majority

of whichis thousand years
L'an.dutéed HOEVIEW from now ‘;&nn
when they understan
areinthe FROM HERE this tale of the
“orm of dust — sstaclysm in our
i their world to Iy
graves), a TrarSags beginning of the
gardenerwho  Tyler Suye is o wlj iculty  more peaceful,
discovers mzgaberiri the Engi }4 Leportment  rationzl time they
imeall at Saata Biarbara City College OCCUpY.
floatinz an When we
inch above think of Mr.
the earth, a Rushiie, we
haby in whose presence anyone nm'alLvtth of hlP] asa Ll']d

who liesbegins immediately to
decompose, and much more,
Oh, and it’s also narrated by
an unnamed “we" who live a

of "Midmghts Childran,” his
exploration of the end of British.
Colonialism (n India, or we might

remember that the Ayatollah
Khcmeini issued a fatwa calling
for hie assagsination alter
publication of “The Szatanic
Verses.” But we forget, I think, the
deep cullural densily of his work,
slongwith ifs radical pla)fulness
We forget that the opening page
of*The Satanic Versus” has a
character singing The Doors
“Alebama Sog(Whiskey Bar),”
which was, of coursc, not written
by The Doors at all, but by the
German poet and playwright
Bertolt Brecht.

This kind of playful connection
and cross-connection and double
connection hiddenunder anathar

connection fills his new book. In
some sense, these connections
and references are the boal.

IUS about Iove, and old-world
alkso about cur hyper-
new mediz age. And

3 out steries — how we tell
them, why we tell them, and whal
they mean Ttis not a traditinnal
novel, even by Mr. Rushdie’s
standards. There are nlaments
when it ean fecl unfoeused, or
wandering. But it is written with
a jov, a masterful prose, and sn
absolute [reedom that i
rars in today's literary

el BookaGnesress.cor
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A former journalist with CNN whn now works in communicationa for NASA's Jet Propulsinn | abaratory in
Pasadena, local author R.K. Jackson has just released his debut novel, “The Girl in the Maze.”

Georgia
on his mind

Local author’s debut novel is an atmospheric journey
through the coastal south

By BRETT LEIGH mﬂ(-a
NEWS-FRESS TORRESPONTE

he creeks and
estuaries that form
atmaze of walery
passageways between
Georgia's coastal
barrier islands and mainland
net only offer a moody setting for
loezl author H.K..Jackson's debut
navel, but are a fitting metaphor.

FJlluwulg the exploits of
2 journalistas she
wvers some deep, dark truths
in a windswept Georgia town,

“The Girl in the Maze" i as
mysterious and suspenseful
as it is intriguing — much like
Geargia’s caastal marshland
where the tale is set.

“Itveu were to look down, (rom
above, on the marshland around
the islands along the coast of
(reorgia, it locks like o labyrinth
of creeks and rivers,” Mr. Jacksen.
recently told the News-Press.

“1 grew up inthe deep south
and used to go out to the islande
tovisit relatives who lived there,
There’s z lahyrinth of erecks
that is very easy to get lost in,
forests of ancient oak trees, and
draperics of Spanish moss; it's e
very mysterious place and your
imagination ean run wild thera*

‘Which is precisely what Mr
Jackson has done in his haunting
nuvel, released earlier his monlh
as an e-hook by Random Honse
Alibi The imagery Mr. Jack:
econjures across its 300 pagi
vivid you can almost smell the s
and feel the humidity in the air.

Its not all fietion though.

The book’s nmldﬂmjsl, Martha
Covinglan, is a journalist, and
like the author’s familiarity with
tha story’s setting, the career of
its herv is surnething he could
alsa draw an from hisown lite
experience.

Mr. Jackson works in
communications al the NASA
Jet Propulsion Laborztory in
Pasadena, but prior to relozating
fo Califorria in 2001 for the job,
he gpent many years working as
an Atlania-based journalist.

Born and raised in Milner,
Ga., Mr Jackson started Lis

son

“The Girl in the Maze” draws cn
the Geargia-born author's own
experiances in the South alang
with the rogion’s atmasphero and
mystery.

Jjournalism earcer working for a
saries of community newspapers
in the Atlanta area before
becaming a desk editor at the
Marietta Daily Journal in the
carly 1990s. [n 1995, he moved
intnonline journalism, joining
CNN as it was launching zn
online news sice.

“That was the firstbig ncws
organizaticn to make a splash on
the Wek with cnneorn and Twas
the second editor they hired,” I
Jackson reesllad. “1 have always
breen a space nut and &t oo,
Twas a senior aditor for science
and technology. And then an
opportunity zeme up at J PL doing
communications for tho Exoplanct
Exploration Program. That was a
dream come true.
While commun;

rubutics program as they unfold is
Mr Jarksan's deaam Jnh, annthar
aspiration he has long held is
writing a novel,

Having written several plays
thet were performed in Atlante,
Mr Jackson and his wife,
Elizakerh St. Andre, purchased
acabin nine years ago in tha
Los Padres Nationzl Forest ol

San Marvos Pass. The localion
pravidad the per efting to
write while the long commute
from Santa Barbara County

{0 Pasadena oftered plenty of
opportunity for contemplation.

“1 do that cornmute twire a
wizek and [ ulways end ap with a
lot of vaire memas full of ideas”
he said. “I take the hack way so
there's not & lol cf traffie, and 1I'd
be listening to musie or a book
on tape and an idea would come
and Twould press record onmy
iFhone end start dictati

Missing the soul of the outh
and the unique characters that
flavor the regicn since relocating
to Eouthern California, Mr.
Jeckson decided to reconnect
with the area by writing a book
sel fn il

“Thzt, and it's my inheritance,”
fre said wilh a Tauglh. “T was burn
there znd lived around all these
characters so [ thoughtI may as
wall eash in”

Aleng with his cailchood
2xperisnces in coa: Georzia,
a visit to Sapele Island near
Savannah and Morgan Island in
South Carnlina in the early 1990s
laid the foundations for “The

(irlinthe Maze.” Ms. St. Andre,
a8 part of her graduate studies,
Was rese; ninganj.mal behavior

in aresident rolony of thesus
monkeys on Morgzn Island and
ihe trip gave Mr. Jackscn plenty of
opportunity t lears about lucal
1831PK.

‘The backdrop to tae book is
ihe battle to save the fietional
parrier island of Shel! Heap from
development.

“It was on thattrip that
I started finding oul aboul

the Geachee rommunity, the
descendants of African slaves who
have maintained 2 very unigue
and fragile culture out there,” Mr.
Jeckson sald. “Development is &
big thrast there, and as I found
out more about that T thought it
would be a really good subject far
a book or sereenplay”

One ot the lastuntonched
islands cn the Geargia Coast,
Shell Heap Island is home to a
sommunity of Geecheos whe are
descendants of African slaves

Fivuse sev GEQORGIA o7 AT

Book
REPORT

By Dave Mason
Photos by Helena Day Braese

What are YOU reading? Give us

Saritt Bevoama
Nozs-Piess, 0. Sua 1339, Sunta
Rurhona 931102-1359. Please et
your name and phore Gnber,

Rock Repo

Darnell Campbell, 29
Santa Barbara

“Rich Dad Pocr Dad”
by Robert T, Kiyosaki

Pheanthor had o poar dad T s friond b o
v dhud, The buok, s oot the way people sk o
2

thz twa dads think and Bave you shou'd se

goals super high, soif you fall hors, vore dors™ end

e the baseonent.

is e forrainng de
nothers. ! Bked t

Virginia Mariposa, 73
Santa Barbara

“The Cider House Rules’
by John Irving

The v is set atan erphanage. and the doctor

by

5 Do, sl

Edward Hammond, 67

“In the Garden of Beasts™

T warllwrtsnen ik ab Novd ey in 1993
isvery winerrati el should be rewde i i,
Nartinn Dodid, daghier of Awerian auibrsado

Dt stk m ater suppOTAg CCNUTARNS'S.

Ojai

Erik Larson

Wil
sogrize the nivart of fascis anid

Leah Siokes, 30
Santa Barbara

“A Tale for the Time Being”

by Ruth Ozeki

The dfary af @ poung girlin Japar washss up on
i Vinuwsuver bl
covers a b
dic dark

in Eritish Coluenlivn, The nu-c!
grouid. Euddhism, a s and
2 af Japaness cuitureasd the pressure
{0 conformsty. You've got o red t!
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THE COURAGE TO ACT: A
MEMOCIR OF A CRISIS AND
ITS AFTERMATH
Nonfiction
Ry Ran § Rarnanca
W.W. Morion & Co,, $35

This memoir by Federel
Rasarva Chair Ban Rarmanke,
who served from 2006 to 2014,
details haw ha harely had fimea
lo stert working at his new job
bafara having to daal with “he
worst financial orizis since the
Greal Depression.

1013

SEE ME

Fiction

By N cholas Sparks

Grand Centrel Publishing, $27
A mar and a woman, hoth

bumed by love and hiding

secrats from their past, start a

tumultucus relationship in -heir

small tywn, only fe find the past

returning to haunt them,

10027

The Early
Stories
of Truman
Capowe

THE EARLY STORIES OF
TRUMAN CAPCTE
Fictien
By Trunan Sapote, fereword by
Hilton Als
Rancdom House, §23

Feuenlly redissovered it
tha New Ya-k Pubiic Library's
arcives, hese short stories
wizre writtan when Trum:
Capule was in his leens and
aarly 20z, long bafora “Othar
Vuizes, Olher Roums' and “In
Cold Bleod”

BRAVE ENOUGH
Nenfiction
By Daeryl Strayed
Knopt, $165.495

Frem the writer of the besi-
salling “Wild” comas this gift
bock of inspirational quores
draw fram har varions writings

DEPRAVED HEAAT: A
SCARPETTA NOVEL
Fletion
By Patricia Sormwel
Wiliam Morrow, $28

Cr. Kay Scarpata, chief redi-
cal exeminer and crime sovar,
is back for a cass tha” cuts tao
close to home anc incluces the
Banruda Triangle, the deatt of
al lollyweod mogul's daLghter
and more

— led Mills, News-Fress
corespondent

She finds herself lost in a maze

H GEORGIA

Crmlizaerd frvm Page AR

freed after the Emancipation
Proclamation. They and their
anweslors ligve lived ou Lhe island
since the end of the Civil War.

But both their land and existence
ara threztened. Asa result, a
local historics] sceiety sets out

to document the diszppesring
cultare,

The society has hired Martha
Covington to compile a book on
the Geechee culture Shebelieves
sha’s puta recenthreakdown
behund het, but she starts hearing
volces, and when she becomes the
prime suspect in a recent murder,
there is .o one who can vouch for

her sanity, Alter escaping into

the enast’s wilderness, she S make bonk two easier to wrile :
herself lost in a mase, figuratively  than book one? e e
and literally. It's ; HOw CAN] kel

“Martha has szhizophrenia” wm—
Mr: Jackson explamed. “Tn /’T ls‘;g'ESEDE
reading about people who have
schizophrenia, Giey're often

PRl RS R PURTITRss cninie ANMD SO
RID§

thouzht itwould be nice to show Blerogs
someone with schizophrenia in
adifferent light, someons smart Fvl AT THE
and funetional and the hero of the SAME TIME ©
story.” “Ihe Girl in the Maze” is e =

While the hook has only avaikible no book through 301 dnrieg Rar, 17 e G2 Garears GA591E! (tauing 18} crdableighx Wit i
recently been released, Mr.

Jackson is already hard atwork
on a scquel, titled “The Kiss of

] the Martha Covington
Dees heing so familiar

with the setting end cheracters

Handcm House Albi for
$2.90, For moro information
ebout R.K. Jackson, visit
www.rancalkjackeon.com.

‘TODAY

Eook Signing: 5pm Teralts
Book Shoo, 1470 East Vallsy Road,
No. 52, Mortecic. Ken Beis, autior
<f 'Wild Cards." Mree. 693-4977

SAT 9/26

Twilight Zone & Science Fiction
Festival: 11 c.m -E p.m. Bank of
Books, /48 E Mair St Vemura
Festuring, flom 11 a.m-1 p.m,,
Mare Zicree of “The Twilight Zone
Carrpanion’; 1-3pm., Stepren
Woodworth of “Through the Viole:
Eyas" and "With Red Hands " and Hs
wiles, Kesly Dunn, edilor uf *Muletiur
Natior’; 3-8 pm, | arry Niven of tha
“Ring Worlc" serizs. Sree. 643-3154,

WED 9/30

Book Signings: 7 o.m Chaucer's
Books, 3321 State St. Featuring
choreogrepher and pertormer Carol
Prese, co-editor of "Cracting Danca:
A Traveler's Guide™; Robin Eisio,
producer of danca films; and Katya
Bloom, author of “Tha Embeded
Seff: Movernent and Psychoanalysis.”
Free. 682-6787.

Patrick deWitt’s
‘Undermajordomo
Minor” winks at fairy
tale conventions

By DAVID L. ULIN
TRIEUNE NEWS SERVICE

On the acknowledgments

page of his third navel,
“Undermajordomo Minor”

Patrick deWitt citas as nspiration
z variaty of writers, including
‘Thomas Bernhard, lalo Calviuo,
Raald Dehl, Shirley Jackson
and Jean Rhys. This tells uz
something important sl
infent, Like Mr. DeWitt
“The Sisters Brothers.” which
wes shertlisted for the 2011 Man
Booker Prize, “Undermizjordomo
Minor™ vork of fietion with
its roots in literature, a response
to othar books
more than tc any
imeraction with the
werld

T

: \:91 E

erif
an obaervatlan

Mr DeWitt is not
inferested in straight
naturalism so much
ag in the mechanies
ol'a particalar kind
of story, narrative

as fairytals. In

“The sisters
Brothers™itwas

the western, which  F1eHon ook at the manto

he deconstructed By Patrick deWitt sea he'd never in hus
s n=ally as Charkes Eoco, 526.99 lifes wrked Iwice for
Portisand ET, anything he dasired ”

Declorow did, This

time, .t's the table, as Mr. DeWitt
tells the story of a young man,
Lucien — also known as Lucy

— Miner, who travels from his
home village of Bury Lo become
the TTndermajordnma ior assistant
to the assistant) “of one Baron
Von Aug’s estzte in the remote
wildernese of the castern
mountain range.”

Such a setting is as
)l]l.mlcurupcau a5 anything in
aven if ﬂJF‘ zuthor of
s not on Mr. DeWitt's
list of influences. Neither. for
that matter, is Jorze Luis Borges
although his fingerprints emerge
in places here as wall.

It's nol pastiche, however,
that Mr. DeWitt is after; maybe
“reanimation” is a better word
What [ mean is that, throughout
the nevel, he seeks to play against
our sxpectations. to take the
moral lessons inberent inhis
chasen form and rewire them, give
thern additicnal dimension and

Luey may he inexperisnead,

Literary Events

THURS 10/1

David M=Cullough 1o Speak:
8p m, The Granads, 1214 State
5. "Lessons in Leadership from
the Pionoors of Flight.” Pulitzer
Prlze-winning historian David
MecCullough wil discass his latest
book, “T-e Wight Biothars”
Prasented by LICSE Arts &
Lectures, $25-§40 general, §15
UCSB students with 1D. Fortickets,
call 693-0595 or B9E-2222 or go to
www.artszndlecturss.ucsb edu or
www.granadasb.org.

FRI 10/2

Autograph Par|¥|
Asecnago Book Shoppe, 26.02 E.
Men St. Vertua. Derald Thomas,
autior of “What's Inside Fincing
the Tight One in -ight of The
Beatitudaes.” Free. 643-v350

convereation with children's authcrs
and lllustrators, Spensored by the
Ecueation Office. RSVP by Monday
at hitp. Mebseo.org/s/BWA2ZC13Reg.
818 ganersl, $12 students. For
mors information, call Rose Koller
at 934-4710, ext, 5222, cr email
tkoller@ sbseo.org.

Ecucatlon Author 1o Speak:
3 p.m UCSE Campbell Hall. Dals
Russakufl, author of “The Prize;
Wha's in Tharge of America’'s
Schools?" Presented by JOSB
Arts & Leciures. Free. 893-3535 or
www.arteandlectures useb.edu.

TUES 10/6

Book Signing. 7 p.in_ Clauce’s
Books, 3321 State St Christopher
Macser, auther of “Jowdy.' Free.
682-G787.

2\

]

S5K-10K
Kids’ Fun Run
SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 11
Brunch & Raffle Irduded!

Register by September 30
for only 545!

Register today!
wwwccsb.org/walkrun2015

100% of registration fees and pledges benefit the

Botm Smsons dsaer
=
R T

Cancer Center's research & supportive care programs.

<pecia£ thanks to our sponsars:

pERG moecmnly Smma

UNDERMAJORDOMO undercuwrrsntof true
MINOR: A NOVEL

T submit (Uhlh 'u‘w

€D corterburonsutting
:& sw=ll

CALIFORNIA SANTA EARBARA

SAT 10/3
Breakiast with the Authors
10 am. 1 p.m. Santa Sarbara
Courty Ecuzation Oifice,
auditoriurr, 4400 Cathedral Qaks
Road. Enjoy & quiche branch and

Bstings Erewspress.comm.

UNIVERSITY OF C

arts & lectures

Corporate Seascn Sponsor:

Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-winning Historian

David McCullough

Lessons in Leadership from
the Pioneers of Flight

THU, OCT 1/ 8FM / GRANADA THEATRE
Tickets sh:lﬁ o' 525.’ $15 UCSB students

“McCullough is one of our
most gifted living writers.”
The Washington Post

Event Sponsors:
Anne & Michael Towbes

— |

with no real friends and anly
winimal connection to his lamily
hiz mothar puts his morm up
fer rent before he has even moved
out of the houss — kut he 15
aleo resourzeful and inhis cwn
way seductive, cherming in the
ways of love. Indeed, the central
movernen| of “Undermajurdomg
Mincr” involves his relationship
with Klara, a young woman from
the Baron's village, with whom he
has ¢ passionate atfair.

‘Thai this causes complications
goes without saying Klara is
involved with Adulphus, leader
of = rebel insurraction that fights

in the hills above the castle for
reasons of its own.
Sheie clso pursucd
by the Baron's friend

Dale Russakoff

The Prize: Who's in Charge
of America’s Schools?

SAT,0OCT3) 3PM
UCSE CAMPBELL HALL R

the Count, who

J!okiugl;-r ehallenges The veteran Washington

the yeungerman to s ~ 4 examines the highly publ

duel, to create a model for national education

‘He was merelv
rt,”

- one that failed despite a 5100 million

pledge from Taccbook founder Mark
Zuckerberg - revealing 2 cantiorary tale
for those who care ebout the state of
Americas schools,

5,
yel thare was an

vialerep at play as
well. You had butto

|)|\| |\||~~ kott

That’s a terrific linz, a
vivid expressicn ol the corrupting
effeet of privilege, what happens
whan na wish has aver been
denied. [t leads as well te = key
moment of conflict, in which
Luey has no chojee but te defend
Klara's henor.
And vet part of Mr. DaWitl's
point. is to challenge even these
precanceplions, our sense of

Diane Ackerman

The Human Age:
The World Shaped By Us

MON, OCT12/8PM |

ucse CAMPBELL HALL REE
The Puliteer Prize finalist and
author of The Zookeeper’s Wife

explores how humars have
become the singuler dominant
force of change on the planet.

standard |ldu?lg§"nmml Luey
would learn something important

ething
would ch:ns{e both him and (not
coineidentslly) the movemant of
the plot.

“Undermajordamo Minor,”
though, doesa't offer such
E-a<ysahﬂfarhori Mr. DaWitt
raises the stekes only to reduce
then, onu tolezve the tension
unfulfill ink is the
whole ldeaf 0 comment on the
eonventions of form while subtly
undermiving ther, winking at us
all the while.

iy A

Community Partner:

ORFALEA
FOUNDATION

5) 893-3535 / www.ArtsAndLectures.UCSB.edu
Granada event tickets can also be purchased at: (805) 899-2222

Buaks will be available for purchase
and signing at each event

Chaucer's Bouks




