SkyHi Australian Shepherds Placement Questionnaire

Thank you for inquiring about a puppy from SkyHi Australian Shepherds.  When we have puppies available we try to ensure that our puppies are only sold to loving committed homes and we do our best, through this questionnaire and other means, to ensure a good match between the personality of prospective owners and our puppies.  That is why we ask you to fill in this questionnaire, to help us get to know you a little and to understand what you are looking for in a puppy. 

This questionnaire in no way constitutes a contract on our part or that there will be an Australian Shepherd available for you, nor do your responses serve as the sole determinant of whether or not a Australian Shepherd will be offered.  Also there are no, right or wrong answers!

Although we will always keep in mind the color preference of our puppy buyers we DO NOT place our pups in homes based solely on color or sex choice.  We evaluate the pups from day 1 and puppies are placed based on a wide variety of things including temperament, natural instinct, and suitability.  If you are interested in a puppy from an upcoming litter we recommend you complete our questionnaire and speak with us (via phone, e-mail or in person) after that.  A deposit ensures ONLY that you will be considered as a prospective home and we reserve the right to choose not to place a puppy in a prospective home at any time or for any reason.  Please complete the following information and mail it to us at: 
Email it to Susan@SkyHiAussies.com 
Top of Form

Your Name (Required): __________________________________________________________________
Your Street Address (Required): ___________________________________________________________

Your City, State, Zip (Required):___________________________________________________________
 Your E-Mail Address (Required): __________________________________________________________
Phone # (Required):_____________________________    Cell #:  ________________________________
How did you find us? (Referral, Internet, Breeder Directory, etc.)__________________________________
Your Age _________    Other adults in your home: ____________________________________________

Do you have any children?    Yes ______    No ______   If so, what are their ages?____________________

Have they been  exposed to dogs in the past?_________________________________________________
Color - please indicate your preference(s)    Blue Merle         Red Merle         Black Tri         Red Tri

Do you prefer your puppy to be:  Male __________    Female __________

Are you currently on the waiting list for any other litters? Yes ______   No ______

Have you owned Australian Shepherds before? Yes ______   No ______

Do you agree that, if for any reason you are unable to care for this dog, you will contact us and return the dog/puppy to us?   We do not care what your reason for returning the puppy/dog.  He will always have a home here with us. Yes ______     No ______                                   

Aussies do not make good back yard only dogs.  They were bred as a companion dog first, stock/farm dog second.  Are you aware of the socialization needs of an Aussie puppy and do you feel you are capable of providing for these needs? Yes ______   No ______  

Are you willing to enroll your puppy in at least 1 preferrably 2 obedience classes?  Yes _____   No _____  

Are you aware of the health problem which can appear in some Aussies today such as: medication sensitivities, hip displaysia, epilepsy, cataracts?    Yes ______     No ______

Are you aware that Australian Shepherds are medium sized and very active dogs that shed (sometimes quite profusely)? Yes ______   No ______

Are you willing to deal with these attributes that are so much a part of an Aussie? Yes ______   No ______

What is your knowledge of the Aussie, and what are your reasons for choosing one now? ______________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

If you had to choose between two puppies, one with perfect conformation, but low-moderate drive, and one with so-so conformation (but not pet quality) and high drive, which one would you choose and why?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
If you rent can you have a pet per your rental contract or lease agreement?  Yes ______   No ______    

How many hours will this dog be left alone per day?  ___________________________________________

Is your yard fenced or do you have a fenced enclosure for the dog?    Yes ______     No ______

How large and of what type is the enclosure? _________________________________________________

If you answered "No" to the last question, how to you intend to exercise and provide security for this puppy?  We understand that some of our puppy buyers live in apartments and condos.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you intend to house your dog:   Inside __________    In and Outside _________     Outside __________

Where will the dog be when no one is at home? _______________________________________________ 
Have you ever used a crate to confine your dog?    Yes ______      No ______  

If not are you willing to try crate training?    Yes ______      No ______

Do you let your dogs run loose off your property?    Yes ______     No ______

Does your family have enough "quality" time to devote to a dog?     Yes ______     No ______

Are you willing to take responsibility for this dog for the next 10-14 or more years? Yes _____  No _____
Who will care for this dog if you should go on vacation?_________________________________________

How many dogs do you have now? _________________________________________________________

What breeds? __________________________________________________________________________

Do you have pets other than dogs? Yes ______   No ______

What are they? ________________________________________________________________________

Tell us about some of the pets you have had in the past (what were they, how long did you have them?) 
______________________________________________________________________________________

Are you interested in breeding this dog, what are your reasons for breeding? Yes ______   No ______  

Registration applications for all Australian Shepherds placed as pets will be marked as "non-breeding". Do you have any reservations about this policy?   Yes ______     No ______

If yes, please tell us about your reservations __________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Due to changes in federal regulations, all puppy purchases are done in person.  Are you willing to travel to California to pick up your puppy?   Yes ______     No ______

We would like to thank you for taking the time to fill in this questionnaire. The idea behind these questions is that, knowing the puppy’s temperament from day one, we may see different things in them than you would as a stranger attempting to pick one. In this way we may be better able to guide you toward a puppy which realistically suits your experience, needs and goals.  We look forward to helping you find the perfect life long companion for your family.
We make every effort to ensure that our puppies are free from any inherited defects.  We do this by screening our breeding stock for those problems common to our breed. However, due to complex genetic interactions and environmental factors beyond our control, we cannot guarantee that a puppy purchased from us will be completely free of genetic disorders. If, at any time, your Aussie is diagnosed with any health problems, genetic or otherwise, PLEASE notify us immediately of the full details.  
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