Close Reading in the Upper Elementary
and Middie School Classr-oom

Close r'eaalina is an amazing strategy to help your students
build their r'eadina staminadl It is something that can be
implemented across the curriculum, and a tool that | saw help
my students to become better readers and better test
takers.

Check. out My Blog post that goes into detail adbout how to
implemenJr close readina N your classroom tomorrow!

The next few poges have handouts for students to
reference when the class is starting their close reading
journey. | prefer to have students tape them into their
interactive student notebooks (check out my Teacher
Resources for help with ISNs) which is why | have two per
poge, students can cut and tape them into their ISNs.

When starting close readin@ | highly suggest modelir;? while
thinking aloud, speak. everything you are thinking and annotating
within your the piece you are r‘eaaling. | know you can do this,
and | hope this resource helps.

HaPPy +eachina!
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https://teachingintherealworld.com/blog-archve/f/close-reading--a-realistic-plan-for-upper-elem-middle-school
https://teachingintherealworld.com/blog-archve?blog=y
https://teachingintherealworld.com/blog-archve?blog=y

Close Reading Process
* ]st Read: Reac/A/ouJ

©) Someone rea(Js tne excerpt, poem, word proHem, artic[e etc. a]oud to you.

@) You si|ent[y Fo”ow a[ong (NO annotating)

* ZnJ Read: Si/ent Reac/

@) [ndependent[y silent|y read tne artic|e.

O Annotate!

* 3rd Read: Pair Reac/

@) Take turns reading a|0u(J witn your partner.

© Stop after each paragrapn to discuss any annotations made.
| D|<J you find any interesting facts in that paragrapng”
| | | Found a word [ was comtused al?out, (Jo you l(now w[nat it meansg"
| “Wnat <Jo you tnink tne autnor was saying in tnat paragrapn, sne seemed to go |9acl< and Fortn, it was a lait
comtusing.”

|| “Tnis is rea”y ma|<ing me want to l(now more, do you l(now anytning about tnis topicz"

Close Reading Process
* ]st Read: Reac//\/ouc/

O Someone reads tne excerpt, poem, word pro|9|em, article ete. a]oud to you.

) You si|ent[y Fo”ow a[ong (NO annotating)

* 2nd Read: Si/ent /?eac/

@) [n&epen&ently si]ent|y read tne artic|e.

O Annotate!

* 3rd Read: Pair Read

o Taketurns reading aloud with your partner.

O Stop after each paragrapn to discuss any annotations made.
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u “Did you find any interesting facts in that paragrapnzﬁ

u | found a word | was confused aloout, do you know what it meansZ”

u “"What do you think the author was saying in that paragrapn, she seemed to go back and Fortn, it was a bit
con{:using.”

u “This is rea”y maldng me want to know more, do you know anytning about this topicg”



Annotations and CLOSE READING
% Whatis an annotation?
o Amarkor symloo] that reflects what you are thinking regar(Jing the text.
o This caninclude higMighting or written notes
* Why are annotations so importantz
o ﬂ\ey he|p to express your train oFthought and thought process.
o Annotations help you to think at high levels—to think off the page.
* V\/hat annotations shouH we use, and when shouH we use themz
o Use annotations whenever you are reading!
o No matter the length or suloject, using annotations will he|p with your comprehension oFany text.
Novels

Non—Fiction

Math Word ProHems

|
|
| Poetry
|
] Directions
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Annotations

Underline words that are unclear, and/or need to be
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Annotations

Underline words that are unclear, and/or need to be
looked up.

Highlight interesting Focts or information.

Place 2" next to Facts or phrases that are
con@u‘;ing or need to be inve;’rianrecl Lurther

Circle Piauraﬁve lanauaﬁe: simile, me+aplnor', hyperbole,
onoma+opoeia, euPhemism etc.

Draw a box around information heeded to solve a
specil:ic problem or answer a speciFic question.
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