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Event Schedule

Friday, September 20, 2024 
Check-in at the Cocktail Party

Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum 
      (Two drink tickets included with registration.)

5:00 P.M.

Saturday, September 21, 2024 

 Induction Ceremony 
       International Forest of Friendship
       1 Allingham Drive, Atchison, KS 66002

 Luncheon with Keynote Speaker
       General (Ret) Glen VanHerck
       Elizabeth's 
       121 North Fifth Street 
       Atchison, Kansas 66002

 Social Time
       Esther’s at Pineview Country Club
       5882 Ottawa Road  
       Atchison, Kansas 66002
       (Dinner will be on your own with menu ordering)

10:00 A.M.

12:00 A.M.

6:00 P.M.
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Security and Solace Through Flight 

Security Through Flight
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 “Adventure is Worthwhile in Itself!” 
And what an adventure the last year has been at the Amelia Earhart Hangar Museum! Since
opening in April 2023, the museum has welcomed visitors from across the globe, including many
pilots excited to see Atchison’s newest attraction devoted to her favorite daughter, Amelia Earhart!
Her character, life, and legacy continues to inspire people young and old, and the mystery of her
disappearance continues to intrigue the public. News of a potential discovery of her plane captured
international attention in January, and in July, the Hangar Museum hosted a group of scientists and
explorers to discuss the findings. Those programs are available to view by simply scanning the QR
code -- OR at our YouTube channel @ameliaearharthangarmuseum. Did Tony and Lloyd Romeo
with Deep Sea Vision find Amelia’s Electra? Many are even more convinced after watching. What do
you think?

Head out to the Amelia Earhart Memorial Airport on your visit during the International Forest of
Friendship festivities to the Hangar Museum to see the super-artifact on display - the world’s last
remaining Lockheed Electra 10-E, identical to the plane Amelia was flying when she disappeared.
The Hangar Museum’s compelling exhibits blend STEM concepts with historical storytelling,
immersing visitors into Amelia’s experiences growing up in Atchison and her tenacious attitude and
dogged perseverance to change the face of aviation.  



After nearly fifty years, the walkways meandering through the International Forest of
Friendship are showing their age! Weather takes its toll on the trees and walkways. 

Under the leadership of Leonard Buddenbohm, co-chair of the Forest, a trails grant has been
awarded for $150,000, with a match from the Forest budget of $35,000, from the Kansas
Recreational Trails Program. The lengthy process of receiving the grant included on-site
visits, completing the paperwork, and securing the matching funds. Funds from the Cray-
Seaberg Foundation were awarded to assist us with a large portion of the required matching
funds. 

Now that the grant has been approved in full, the next step will be an environmental study
done by the Kansas Historical Preservation Society. After that the grant authority will send us
an agreement.  The Board plans to have the sidewalk project completed in time for the 50th
anniversary of the International Forest of Friendship. Donations toward the matching funds
may be made by clicking the “donate now” button at www.ifof.org.

Congratulations to the IFOF! 
A Grant for New Sidewalks
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More than 1500 names are embedded into the walkways in the Forest. Each name represents
contributions to aviation and space in some small or large way!  To honor someone, visit
www.ifof.org and click the “Sponsor an Honoree” link. The cost is $450. Your nominee will be
honored at the annual ceremony in September and an engraved stone with their name will
be added to the walkways winding through the Forest. 

The Forest is currently looking for donors to replace deteriorating benches with a
commercial-grade, engraved or personalized; "In Memory of", "Donated By", or create your
own message. On the website, click “downloads” for the bench form. 

Ways to Honor Aviation/Space

Accomplishments

http://www.ifof.org/


Smokey Bear is at the International Forest of Friendship
for the 48th year in a row!  Smokey takes every chance
he can to remind all of us to take care of our country’s
Forests! His favorite saying is, “Only you can prevent
forest fires!” When you see Smokey, take time for a
picture! He loves smiling for the camera and is all about
world friendship through flying! 

Family Fun at the Forest

Folks from near and far visit the International
Forest of Friendship all year! Moms and Dads
arrive with their strollers, their bikes and scooters,
and the kids! Other folks put their dog on a leash
and stroll through the Forest early in the
morning or evening. The Forest provides a safe
place for children to wander and explore. During
the Amelia Earhart Festival this past July, all 100
flags in the Forest flew all day while guests visited.
These flags provided a great opportunity for this
family from Kansas City to go on a flag scavenger
hunt! 

Welcome Back Smokey!
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Carrie Miller, Office Manager, came on board this past spring and
brings a wealth of skills to her position. Outside of this part-time
position at the Forest’s office, Carrie is a full-time business technology
instructor at Highland Community College Technical Center in
Atchison. In her short tenure with the Forest, Carrie has found a way to
learn about the history of the Forest, create the yearly budget, and
improve the website. She has met so many of this year’s guests via
phone calls, texts, and emails as she organized this year’s annual
celebration. Take time this weekend to find Carrie and smile at her!
She’s earned all the smiles we can give her!

Meet Our New Office Manager



The Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum Staff has made many new and exciting discoveries and
updates to exhibits this past year. You will want to see these items in person. Our newest acquisition
on display is a copy of Omar Khayyam’s Rubaiyat, owned and signed by Amelia Earhart. Both her
sister, Muriel Earhart Morrissey, and first flight instructor, Neta Snook Southern, spoke of Amelia
often quoting Khayyam’s poetry. This well-loved and pocket-sized edition of the book is on display in
our Second Library. 

Staff have also discovered that the collection holds more original pieces of furniture from the Otis
family and the life of Amelia Earhart than originally thought. These pieces include Grandfather Otis’
desk and Grandmother Otis’ drop leaf table. All known original furniture on display are now
highlighted with signs marking them as original, allowing for visitors to easily pick them out. 

Additionally, a nine volume set of the works of Nathaniel Hawthorne was recently discovered to have
been owned by Amelia and her mother. The first two volumes have Amy Earhart’s name inscribed in
the front cover, and the first volume also has Amelia Earhart’s name. It appears that the ink pen used
to write these names exploded, leaving splotches instead of Amelia’s name in the second volume.
There are also many instances of marginalia throughout the set. 

Visit the AEBM to see all these pieces and many more! 

If you would like to support the museum, visit
 https://aebm.square.site/shop/donations-and-fundraisers/67 

You can also support by volunteering or becoming a member! For more information, email
asstdirector@ameliaearhartmuseum.org. 

Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum 
223 N. Terrace St., Atchison, KS 66002 
(913) 367-4217|www.ameliaearhartmuseum.org

Amelia Earhart Birthplace
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Meet the Board of Directors

Linton Wells II, Co-Chair, is a retired naval
officer and senior government official. He now
works on community resilience at George
Mason University. Lin's mother, Fay Gillis Wells,
was the founding Co-Chair of the Forest (with
Joe Carrigan), and a Charter member of the
99s. Lin has been Co-Chair since 2002. He and
his wife Linda live in Fairfax, VA, and look
forward to the Forest's 50th anniversary in
2026.

Leonard Buddenbohm, Co-Chair, has benefited
from his involvement with the Forest since the
1970’s. He has served on the Board in his
current position since its inception. He loves
seeing the people from around the country and
some from around the world at our annual
event.

Cynthia Putnam, Secretary, is a retired teacher
living in Florida. The daughter of George P.
Putnam, she happily continues his great love
and support of the Forest.

Linda Wells married Lin Wells in 1976 and so has
been part of the Forest from the very start. Fay
Gillis Wells got a daughter and the Forest the
same year! She is looking forward to the 50th
anniversary in 2026 and to introducing her
grandchildren to the Forest!

Cindy Copeland-DeVan is a Ninety-Nine who
lives in nearby Leavenworth, Kansas. She is new
to the board and having fun learning more
about the Forest of Friendship. She is looking
forward to all the developments.

Janet Patton is a resident of Denton, TX, a
Ninety-Nines International Director and a
member since 1988. Having met the co-founder
Fay at a young age, Janet is happy to help carry
on the legacy of the Forest as a board member. 

Susan Myers, PhD., is a retired school
administrator from Atchison. As a new board
member, Susan is thrilled to be learning about
the forest's exciting past, present and future.

Katherine Sharp Landdeck, Ph.D., is a Ninety-
Nine, a professor of history, an aviation historian
and author of the book, The Women With
Silver Wings: The Inspiring True Story of the
Women Airforce Service Pilots of World War II.
She is thrilled to help carry on the legacy of
those who began the IFOF.

Karen Seaberg is Chairman of the Board of MGP
Ingredients Inc., a publicly traded company on
NASDAQ. She is president and founder of the
Atchison Amelia Earhart Foundation and Chair
of the Amelia Earhart Festival. Karen lives in
Atchison, Kansas and enjoys working on
everything related to Amelia Earhart.

Diane Liebsch, Atchison, Kansas, is a retired
educator who has served the Forest as a
volunteer and now a Board member for over
30 years. Her favorite contribution to the
Forest is providing STEM activities for children
who visit. 

Cindy Apple was born into the Forest! Her
grandfather, Joe Carrigan, was co-founder in
1976 and her father, Pat Carrigan, carried on as
co-chair and conservator of the Forest for
many years. Her mother, Kathy Carrigan, also
served on the Board and as treasurer. Cindy is a
school administrator in Louisburg, KS where she
lives with her husband, Nathan, and children:
Nate, Erin, and Caroline.
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Benedictine College is proud to be a part of the
Atchison community and the Forest of Friendship Family. 

Congratulations honorees!

Benedictine.edu

Submit your interest 

fiber.rainbowtel.com

WE'RE PLANTING 
FIBER INTERNET 

IN ATCHISON 
So you can harvest more of what you need. 

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum 
223 N. Terrace St., Atchison, KS 66002 
(913) 367-4217|www.ameliaearhartmuseum.org
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Easy Straw Rockets
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Thanks to our many Forest friends, and volunteers
who make the forest welcoming. 



2026 - 50th Anniversary  
World Friendship Through Flying

2025-Flying and Forest
Hope to see you at our future events.

Notes
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Come Back Soon!


