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Event Schedule

Friday, September 12, 2025 
Check-in at the Cocktail Party

Friday Evening Cocktail Party 
      Amelia Earhart Hangar Museum 
      16701 286  Road, Atchison KS 66002th

5:30 P.M.

Saturday, September 13, 2025 

 Parade of Flags / Induction Ceremony 
       International Forest of Friendship
       1 Allingham Drive, Atchison, KS 66002

 Luncheon with Keynote Speaker
       Angela Tanton
       Elizabeth's 
       121 North Fifth Street 
       Atchison, Kansas 66002

 Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum Tour and
       wine slushies on the lawn

 Social Time
       Esther’s at Pineview Country Club
       5882 Ottawa Road  
       Atchison, Kansas 66002
       (Dinner will be on your own with menu ordering)
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10:00 A.M.

12:00 A.M.

6:00 P.M.

2:30 P.M.
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Flying and Forests
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Flying and Forests 
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Honorees
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Upcoming Annual Themes for the International Forest of Friendship:

2026: “World Friendship through Flight”—Focused on international activities and the
Forest’s 50  anniversary.th

2027: “Flying, Forests, and the Future” -- Emphasizing contributions by people under 35.

2028: “Security and Solace through Flight” – Especially military aviators, flying medical
staff, Angel Flight, etc. 

2029: “Discovery through Flight” – Honoring those who have “pushed the envelope” in
all aspects of aviation and aerospace

Hope to see you at our future events.

Erin Bliss Thompson has been passionate about aviation for as long as she can remember. Her
interest was ignited by her father, Alan Davis, a pilot himself. Erin earned her Private Pilot
License in 1990 at Southern Illinois University, where she also completed her Instrument
Rating, Commercial License, an AAS in Aviation Flight, and a BS in Aviation Management
by 1993. 

In 1996, Erin began a Master of Science degree in Airline Management and Aviation Safety at
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. She started her career with an internship at America
West Airlines in 1997, followed by two years as an Aircraft Router. After earning her Aircraft
Dispatch License, Erin worked as an Aircraft Dispatcher for Mesa Airlines from 1999 to 2003. 

Erin’s deep commitment to aviation education and mentorship led her to join The Ninety-
Nines in 2012. She quickly became an active leader, serving as Co-Chair and Chapter Chair 

(2014-2020) of the Kentucky Bluegrass Chapter. Erin was elected to the International Nominating Committee (2018-
2020) and served on the North Central Section Hospitality Committee for the 2019 International Meeting. During the
pandemic, she hosted two virtual section meetings, earning the affectionate nickname "IT Gremlin." Erin mentors an
Amelia Earhart First Wings Scholarship winner and has volunteered at events like Girl Scout Aviation Days and Women
in Aviation’s Girls in Aviation Day. 

In addition to joining Women in Aviation International in 2018, Erin has been active with the Society of Aviation and
Flight Educators (SAFE) since 2012, volunteering at AirVenture and Sun ’n Fun. She also managed the Countrywide
Flyers flight club at Bowman Field from 2013 to 2015. 

Since 2016, she has worked at Blessings in a Backpack, applying her IT and project management skills to support the
organization’s mission of helping children succeed in and out of the classroom. 

http://www.ifof.org/


The Atchison Amelia Earhart Foundation and Hangar Museum are thrilled to welcome back to
Atchison the International Forest of Friendship and its esteemed group of 2025 inductees! Amelia
Earhart’s love of her hometown of Atchison was unrivaled, and the Hangar Museum is your gateway to
dive into her extraordinary journey as a legendary pilot, entrepreneur, author, and public figure who
advanced aviation like none other in the 1930s.

We’re excited to announce our latest project, the release of a new course: Flying Into History – The
Legacy of Amelia Earhart, created in proud partnership with American Cornerstone Institute’s Little
Patriots. This captivating course for students grades K-5 invites their exploration of Amelia’s life as one
of America’s most remarkable aviators. Amelia Earhart broke barriers and redefined what was possible
for women to achieve. Her legacy goes far beyond aviation—her life was marked by perseverance,
strong character, and purpose. Students are introduced to Amelia through a delightful cartoon and a
series of lessons to discover how her unwavering determination and courage not only made her a
pioneer in the skies, but also a brilliant example of what it means to chase one’s dreams.
We’re also eager to welcome back pilots for fly-in visits to the Hangar Museum. After nearly two years,
the runway expansion project at the Amelia Earhart Memorial Airport (K59) will be complete by
Thanksgiving, and we can’t wait to welcome back pilots to Atchison!
 

In addition, the Hangar Museum is gearing up for two monumental celebrations in 2026 -- the 50th
Anniversary of the International Forest of Friendship and the 250th Anniversary of the United States’
founding. These milestones are significant, and our team is busy planning a captivating new exhibition
for all our visitors to enjoy. 
 

While in Atchison, we invite everyone to explore the Hangar Museum to see Muriel, our crown jewel,
the world’s last remaining Lockheed Electra 10-E. This iconic artifact is identical to the one Amelia was
flying when she disappeared in 1937 during her ambitious around-the-world flight attempt. Our
compelling exhibits blend STEM concepts with historical storytelling, immersing visitors into Amelia’s
experiences growing up in Atchison and her tenacious attitude and dogged perseverance to change
the face of aviation and advance the cause of women. 
 

For learn more about all these initiatives, visit the Museum’s newly designed website
www.AmeliaEarhartHangarMuseum.org.
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Discover What’s New at the
 Amelia Earhart Hangar Museum
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The International Forest of Friendship received notice of approval for a second phase
of a trail replacement grant from the Kansas Recreational Trails Program. Phase 1 has
been discussed since last fall, but determining how to replace the sidewalk trail and
take care of the 1600 honoree stones posed some challenges. With temporary
solutions for the stones in mind, Phase 1 and Phase 2 are now ready for the bidding
process to begin. The project includes removing and replacing 16,000 square feet of
deteriorated concrete walkways and creating a new walkway from the restrooms to
the gazebo. The grant of $270,000 requires a match from the International Forest of
Friendship of $64,000. Donations may be made by clicking on the “Donate Now”
button at www.ifof.org. 

Paving the way for the 

More than 1500 names are embedded into the walkways in the Forest. Each name represents
contributions to aviation and space in some small or large way!  To honor someone, visit
www.ifof.org and click the “Sponsor an Honoree” link. Your nominee will be honored at the
annual ceremony in September and an engraved stone with their name will be added to the
walkways winding through the Forest. 

The Forest is currently looking for donors to replace deteriorating benches with a
commercial-grade, engraved or personalized; "In Memory of", "Donated By", or create your
own message. On the website, click “downloads” for the bench form. 
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50th Anniversary of the Forest!

Ways to Honor

Aviation/Space

Accomplishments

http://www.ifof.org/


 

The Forest Celebrates 50 Years in 2026!
 

The International Forest of Friendship, established in 1976 as our country celebrated its 200th birthday,
has stood the test of time. The Board of Directors of the Forest invites all of you to return to Atchison on
September 11-12, 2026, for the 50th Anniversary celebration of the Forest. Chaired by Cindy Carrigan
Apple, granddaughter of Joe Carrigan, co-founder, the 50th Celebration Committee has been working
hard to plan a spectacular weekend! You will find special surprises at the Friday evening Cocktail party at
the Amelia Earhart Hangar Museum. On Saturday, get ready for the patriotic music at the Forest for the
morning Parade of Flags, induction of new honorees, and lunchtime food trucks. Saturday afternoon will
include numerous special events and guests, including the Kansas Forest Service and the planting of a
Liberty Tree. Linton Wells, son of co-founder Fay Wells, will host the Saturday evening banquet with special
guest speakers.  In addition, from July 2 - September 30, 2026, a special exhibit showcasing The Story of
the Forest will be on display in Atchison’s Cultural Center. 

Mark your calendar, spread the word, and share the joy of this remarkable arboretum of trees celebrating
aviation and Flight. Thank you to the Ninety-Nines and the City of Atchison for giving the United States of
America such a special gift in 1976!

Thank You, Volunteers
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The International Forest of Friendship is always a work in progress. The
needs for lawncare, pruning, edging, mulching, weeding, and mowing are
never-ending. Special thanks to our two part-time employees, Ben
Woolston and Debbie Simpson, for their efforts in keeping. Up with the
day-to-day needs at the Forest. There are, however, tasks that require
more than one or two pairs of hands. When there is a need for lots of
volunteers for the big tasks, a quick call to the Benedictine College
athletic department in the summer yields a parade of trucks and cars
driving up to the Gazebo with strong football players ready to lend a
hand! Benedictine Ravens show up prepared to lend their strength, their
pride in working hard, and their smiles to mulch, weed, and water trees.
Thank you, Benedictine Ravens, for showing pride in the Atchison
community by offering your hands in service!



Meet the Board of Directors

Linton Wells II, Co-Chair, is a retired naval
officer and senior government official. He now
works on community resilience at George
Mason University. Lin's mother, Fay Gillis Wells,
was the founding Co-Chair of the Forest (with
Joe Carrigan), and a Charter member of the
99s. Lin has been Co-Chair since 2002. He and
his wife Linda live in Fairfax, VA, and look
forward to the Forest's 50th anniversary in
2026.

Cynthia Putnam, Secretary, is a retired teacher
living in Florida. The daughter of George P.
Putnam, she happily continues his great love
and support of the Forest.

Linda Wells married Lin Wells in 1976 and so has
been part of the Forest from the very start. Fay
Gillis Wells got a daughter and the Forest the
same year! She is looking forward to the 50th
anniversary in 2026 and to introducing her
grandchildren to the Forest!

Cindy Copeland-DeVan is a Ninety-Nine who
lives in nearby Leavenworth, Kansas. She is new
to the board and having fun learning more
about the Forest of Friendship. She is looking
forward to all the developments.

Janet Patton is a resident of Denton, TX, a
Ninety-Nines International Director and a
member since 1988. Having met the co-founder
Fay at a young age, Janet is happy to help carry
on the legacy of the Forest as a board member. 

Susan Myers, PhD., is a retired school
administrator from Atchison. As a new board
member, Susan is thrilled to be learning about
the forest's exciting past, present and future.

Katherine Sharp Landdeck, Ph.D., is a Ninety-
Nine, a professor of history, an aviation historian
and author of the book, The Women With
Silver Wings: The Inspiring True Story of the
Women Airforce Service Pilots of World War II.
She is thrilled to help carry on the legacy of
those who began the IFOF.

Karen Seaberg is Chairman of the Board of MGP
Ingredients Inc., a publicly traded company on
NASDAQ. She is president and founder of the
Atchison Amelia Earhart Foundation and Chair
of the Amelia Earhart Festival. Karen lives in
Atchison, Kansas and enjoys working on
everything related to Amelia Earhart.

Diane Liebsch, Atchison, Kansas, is a retired
educator who has served the Forest as a
volunteer and now a Board member for over
30 years. Her favorite contribution to the
Forest is providing STEM activities for children
who visit. 

Cindy Apple, Co-Chair, was born into the
Forest! Her grandfather, Joe Carrigan, was co-
founder in 1976 and her father, Pat Carrigan,
carried on as co-chair and conservator of the
Forest for many years. Her mother, Kathy
Carrigan, also served on the Board and as
treasurer. Cindy is a school administrator in
Louisburg, KS where she lives with her husband,
Nathan, and children: Nate, Erin, and Caroline.
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Kristen Carrigan, granddaughter of Joe
Carrigan, is the newest member of the Board.
She grew up with the Forest, helping her aunts
in framing honoree certificates every year in
her family’s lumberyard. Kristen looks forward
to serving the Forest beyond her many hours of
volunteer work, including landscaping and
caring for the flags.



Benedictine College is proud to be a part of the
Atchison community and the Forest of Friendship Family. 

Congratulations honorees!

Benedictine.edu

Thank You to Our Sponsors
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The Ninety-Nines Prayer

Oh, Lord, it is good to be able to fly,
to share with your winged creatures the joy of our
freedom of flight.

We thank you for your wondrous natural laws that
lift our wings skyward and we thank you for the
courageous pioneers who first mastered those laws
so that all of us could fly through your friendly skies.

But as we sour high above this beautifully jeweled
island home we call Earth and survey its glory as few
others can, heighten, Oh Lord, our appreciation for
the beauty of your creation, and increase our
dedication to care for it.

And we beseech your presence with each of us
whenever we are airborne. Keep us steady when we
find ourselves suddenly “on top” and our human
balances begin to play tricks on us.

Keep us alert when our throttles are at cruise, but
our minds become lulled into Idle, and keep us safe
as we gently return to the earth from which we
came.

We believe you are with us, Lord, but help our
disbelief. Stay close by us and show the way, for it is
so good to be able to fly. 21

Enroll Now!
Contact us at: (785)442-6180
Thank you to the HCCTC Business Technology

students for creating our annual magazine!
 Your hard work, creativity, and dedication truly

shine through every page. Well done!



Notes

Thank You for Joining Us!
Thank you for being part of the International Forest of
Friendship Annual Induction Ceremony. We hope you

enjoyed a meaningful and memorable weekend.

Your registration was more than just a sign-up—it was a
commitment to protecting and sustaining the Forest.
Proceeds from the event help fund vital maintenance
and special projects that ensure the Forest remains

healthy and vibrant for generations to come.

Together, we’re preserving a living legacy of friendship
and nature.

Follow Us 
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Come Back Soon!
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