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This collection was donated to the 65th Infantry Division Association during the
2021 Annual Reunion of the Association at Camp Shelby, MS.

Daughter, Diane Stroo, shared a box of letters and her permission to post these
on the Association website for other families to read. It preserves her father’s
history and the history of the men of the 65th. Each veteran had a different
background and story, unique to themselves. Each story deserves to be known
and preserved.

The 65th Infantry Division Association’s mission is to gather and preserve that
legacy.

The letters have been organized as well as possible and then digitized and put
into a book format (pdf.).
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At Compilcd By |
LIONS CLUB CF DIITLEBURG Vay 25, 1943

Due to the very acute shoitags cf gasniine, the Kmmitsyurg High
School Alumni will not hold their annua) banquet this year. The exer-
cises will consist only of graduvation, to be held on June 4th.

The firast news item this month concerns the Town Election. Joe
Hoke was elected to succeed himself as Burgess without any opposition}
The vacancy for Commissioner, due Lo Coolic Combs not being a candi-
date to succeed himself ddvelopved into & two way contest between

uther Kugler and George Byster. Luther Kugler was the winner by

$ votes. Dick Zacharias who was a oanidatc for Commissioner, with-
drew when he was appointed Liquor Commissioner for Frederick County.
Ke takes the place the Inte Panl Little of Thurmont. At last Emmits-
burg did get something.

We regret to apnovnce the death of ¥Mrs, Margaret Kerrigan, She
was the mother of Wrrd *errigan and was the oldest living woman in
Emmitsburg since the c.ath of Mrs. Codori. Her groandson, Joseph
Kerrigan, who we rorore.d during the winter as having c@listed in the
navvy, hus been enlirtel in the marines. He will be allowed to finish
school bvefore he is called for active service.

Kayo Keilholtz and Maxinc Sclls of Taneytown were married at the
Methodist Church in Ephrata Washington on Easter Monday., They will
live there for the prusent. We also announce the wedding of Franccs
Ke=rler of Emmiteburg and Robert Lewis of Thurmont. They were marrie
on May 7th in Emmitsburg.

¥r. & Mrs, Woles Rightenour are parents of a son. Mrs. Righten-
our was Modeline Ryder, daughter of Gerald Ryder. Mr. and Mrs. Guamy
Knox are parents of a daughter,

The following have been home on visits from service: Louis
Rosenstcel, Alvey Kline, Carroll and Vince Topper, Charles Petors,
Froncis Sanders, Bill Bushmon and Ned Rhoadces.

We have received letters from the following:- Greta and Kayo
Keilholts, John J. Wantz, George R. Sanders, Joseph Fitez, Dan Saffer
Jomes Mohn, George Topper ond Vernon Keilholtz., Ieonord Kessler who
imn in the navy, has also writtun. Sgt. Hoke of the 28th Bomber Squad-
ron, hos told us of his work. Greta Keilholtz says that he ‘is still
losing weight and that Dick Harner is losing his hair. Roland Sanders
and Vernon Birely have reccived honornble discharges from the crmy.
Donald Lingg, who wos wounded in North Africa is recupcrating from
his wounds and hopes to return to duty in the very neor future, We
wish to announce two promctions in the navy. Ned Rhodes and Ed Combs
have been promoted from Ensigns to Lieutencnt (J.g.). Vernon Keil-
holtz wishce us to correct the stotement in the last issue thot he
was o lieutanant in Aviotion, He is an Air Cadet, Chorles Edward Rowe

has been accepted o8 an Alr Codet and is now at Shoppard Ficld in



fmonia there, RBdgar Wastler and Beb Strine hoave been promoted to privatd

fexas,

Eemitsburg HiEh School students during the month of April pur-
chosed o total of 32,585.00 in War Bonds and Stamps.

tarner Boyle has graducted from the Officers Command School at
Aberdcen with the rank of Second Licutenant in the Ordance Department
There arc three air raid warning stations in the Emmitsburg
District now. They are on 24 hour service and are placed o8 follows:
LeatFox's Service Station, Recky Ridge and on Payne's hill near Thur-
nonv.,

Mra. Bob Daugherty, Mrs. Edgar Wostler and lMrs. Robert Ford of
Thurmont, spent the Baster hollideys visiting their husbands at Comp
Zdwards in Maes. Bod Daugherty is rucovering from on attack of Pneu-

first class.
Mt. St, Yar:'s held its final commencement lost week, For the durw
loticn, it will de used only for training the oir cadets and a large
number of pre-medical students.

Gene Cramer is etationed at Aberdeen, Jim Lingg in Florida and
Jim Pryor in Alcbama,

Keep the Club informed of your change in ADDRESS.

The Blue¢ and Gray Tcurist Camp located on the Gettysburg Road
has been sold to New York people.

Iedlie Gloninger hos sold his large home known as Valley View,

Mrx, ond Mrs, Sterlinpg (Bud) Peters orc the parents of o son,
hey arc¢ located in Baton Rouge, Lo,

Pvt. Berl Topoer wop home on a 10 doy furlough from Bainbridge,
eorgin, It d~g his firct lcove Bk since he wag inducted last August.
Henry Pecher who 'wu reported as missing, loe August, in the

hiliopines, ix now oidacacily listed ae o prisioner in Jopoen.
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THE EVENING SUN, HANOVER, P
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X o e e SO T R g 4 .
|4 2 rhos BEADUGE AFTER 1T COLLAPSED- -Pirst Army medios stanc ofi a collapsed span of the Remagen rallrud bridge over the Rhine,

‘ady o nsd men belng rescued from the wreckage below, The bLridge, at Remagen, Germany, fell ot 3:10 p. m. Marca 17, after serving as the
2 fivst span 10 carry U, 8, troops across the Rhine in this war. (AP Wirephoto from Signal Corps radiophoto),
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S oon Gus b ey
vamw’w M 'Momowhero in Germany

5 April 5, 1945

Dear Polks,

REXXE

I haven't got rmuch time but I thought I'd write and let

you all know I'm OK. We've been pretty busy lately., You have

probably read about our ocutfit in the papers by now, We fought
in Sars*lantarn, I'mm sitting in a German houso writiang this on
KX a German typewriter, Its the firat time I've found a chance
to write on s typerritor for quite a while so never mind & mis=-
take,

We've baen having some rain latoly, but we don't mind that
wa'va baen Iiving in houses most of the time anyway. I still
hnven‘b';otatbat box you ware going to send, I suppose it will
gaot here evegfualy though, -'0'06'b;on liﬁiﬁg on K and C rations
'é;; about two wooks now so I'll really aporeciate it when it
doens ocome,

Wall folks I puess I'1l closa for now,

So long,

Dave
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MERBERT A O CONOR
COVEANOR

ExXecuTivE DEPARTMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND

Sep tember 8, 1942

¥r, David H, ¥wrs
33 yilton Avenw
Tertminster , Narylad

Year ¥r., Vyors:

It is with great plensure that I enclcse
harewith your {demtiffcation card whioh signifiags
your monbershiip in the Varyland Yinute Ven.

I vigh to cormond you most wholohoartedly
on veur mtrioctsanm,

By enlisting in this apganized militia,
and volurteoring to protect the lives and homes
mighbors in your community , you are render
invalmble sorvice to the State of Vary land’

FRO'C:S
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MERRY CHRISTMAS!

The Officers of the 261st Infantry regret that your __A27.

1%
..

7 7
sould not be with you this Christmas season. They wish to assure you
that they are constantly considering his welfare and directing his
training to the end that after the war he will return home safe end sound
with a deep sense of pride in dyw‘éll done.

Lt. Col., 261st Infantry
Commanding Battalion
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With the 60th Inf.
in Bavaria

January 27th

Hello Folks,

As you can see I'm writing on atypewriter for
a change. I'm actually in the aid station now. I'm
using the typewriter that belongs to the clerk, I
haven't done this for a long time, so please forgive
the errors.

Thanks a lot for your letter. It arrived day
before yesterday. I have been pretty busy for the last
few days so I Jjust got down to answering it,

Well it looks like the big shots are finally
wising up to the fact that the G.I.s mean business
when they say they want out, They fixed me up so
that I may be home very soon., The latest rumor is xk
that 1 should be out of this cutfit and on my way
sometime in February., I am pretty certain that I
will be home by Charlies birthday.

Please don't worry about me and the rraulionn .
None of them mean anything to me except to argue with
about who won the war,

Sis 1t sounds like you had quite a party. I
bet you had a wonderful time. How are you coming
with the bgcyce and roller skates?

liom remember that address 1 sent you? The
one I wanted (60) dollars sent to., They haven't
got the xmm money yet. I thought the letter mentionik
ing it might have got lost in the mails so I will send

it %8 you again,



Here is the address: lirs, Zdenka Hofrichter
22%6 S, Christian Ave.
(23) 111.

Chicago

How are you getting along in High school Joe?
I imagine it seems a little diffrent than it was when
you left isn't it? I don't think you could find a =
much better English teacher than like Eaton. Is he
teaching you English? I sure would like to gox to
school with you Joe why don't you go to Western
d¥aryland for two years with me. After that we can go
to some good school, Is civilian life easy to get
used to? It should be easy for me because I never
did get to be a soldier.

Well folks I better close, This is the last letter
I write on a type writer., I can't think on one,
Sc long,
Dave



AFRICA FRANCE
GO DEVILS
ENGLAND

SERMANY

In Germany
Feb, 2nd
Dear Frolks,

Thanks a.billion for the letter. They are getting few and
far between. That is 0.X. though. Iim going to answer all you
write. I'll probadly bs home pretty soon anyway and then I can
quit writing for good,

This life is getting more monotonous all the time., WNe set
around & nd play cards from dawn to dusk. Once in awhile the is
8 good movie, WNe are ought in the couantry about halfl a nlile
from the nearest hick town, It is so large there ian't hard
road in it except for the highway that passes throush it. Thank
you very much for tne shoes. I should get them now in time to
wear them on the boat. The hadkerchiefs won't make much differ-
ence now 1 rinally twisted them out of the supply 3Sgt.

I got a holdof a darn nice pair of Denutzer Binoculars.

They are 7/50 power relly a nice pair of glasses. 1 traded

my belgian P38 for them, Tuhat only leaves me with two pistols,
One of themx is a brand spanking new German P38 and the other

is and old beat up .25cal Brouning lgtonatio. I am going to trade
the .25 for something before I get on the boat, We are only aie
allowed one pistol on the boat, In the meantime I can use it as
a very good pocket pistol. Just in cazme there are any Krauts

man enough to @ get me alone in the dark streets of this burg.
There are plenty of them man enough but that pistol will cut

them down to oy size.

1 got a letter from Jouan at cauwp. He seens to have renlly e
enjoyed his liberty. I supnose I'll see him again before he gets
what all sallors want, sea duty.

The rumors of these peorle seting up a monarchy in Bavaria
fulls good on wy ears. laybe it will breax up the German state
and gc a 1little toward preventing future wars, The idea is
gaing a lot of neadway in here.

The United States of EBurope is as Utopian as it is good from
the rest of the worlds point of veiw, Do you realize how many
dirffrent languages are spoken over here? That is the greatest
barrier of the idea, Besides the proud frech and wermans would
never cotton to a Aussian Dominated * country, The only possible
way to bring this about would be lor Hussis to take these countries



by force and I imagine there ure plent of people in the United States
and England #ho wouldn't like that idea a bit,

Glad to hear Jack got homwe. I imagine he is sighing up for snot
her hitch in the Navy. He seemed to like it a heck of a lot by his
letters,

That bank balance sounds pretty good. With my mustering out vay
and the rest ol the paydays I have got coming I should be almost able
to make my tuousand dollar 3&8332 That is what 1 had in mind. Then
about four months work thisxzsmzk will give me the neccesssry spending
money for my firat year in college, And I would have the thousand
saved,

Tell Charlie if he wants to start a coin collection I will pick
up & fow coins over here. I am not going to bother with tais
aluminum wmoney ol the Germans but I have a few very old silver coins,
Charlie might have the bad habdbit of letting things go unfinished but
he still starts them anyway there he has me beat a long way. The
idea 18 211l 1 ever got.

Glad to hesr nmy test arrived I am waiting anxiously for the
out come of them, I hope I have a good score., If I don't though
they will probably show that engineering isn't the thing ror me to
try.

I wrote grandmotiher today asnd hope to get arount to answering
Jonns letter also, I am not going to do another letter in typing.
Everytize 1 nake a simple mistake I get mad enoughx to eat nails, And
that is no good for my letter writing.

#ell so long folks,
Dave



8 Feb, 1046

Dear Folks,

I hope everybody is in as high hopes and good healtl as
I am, According to all rumors etc., I am due to get out of
here ahead of schedule. Which is Jjust about the best news
that could come toc my ears., I am supposed to be in the states
by the end of April according to lke's schedule, but it locks
to me like I might even get there some time in Karch. The-
50 pointers left here yesterday. And I am in the next cat-
egory. Here is hoping it wen't be tco long.

Thanks a million for the phctos., The pictures of the
house have a proffessional tang, Did you have them made or
did you dc them ycurself? If they are homemade they are the
best pictures txen by our family to date.

Sis is really growing up. She looks much bigger every
tize I see her.

As usual I am spending most of my time doing nothing. I
an on C.Q. today, But that is just some more nothing. It
is pityful the small amount of work we medics so in the Armoy.

#ell fclks , so long. Dave



ATRICA

PREANCE
sicisr GO DEVILS seiein
EXGLAND

CSERMANY

Germany ,

Feb, 13

Dear Folks,

This will be my last letter from this outfit please -don't write unyx
more Lere, I am moving out to join the 66th Inf, Hegt., which is
due home.by the end of Larch, I am enclosing a wmoney order for
one-Lundred-twelve dollsrs, Please put this on oy account, If
you Laven't already sent that box of stuflf there will be no need to
send it anyxore, 1 had a letter from Joe today and twe from John
John told me about his apxaxdix hernia crneration, There is no needxzmxwxo
for worry in that quater, The percentage is very hizh,

I can't tell you when I will be home but don't have auny hign
bopes on 1% being zcon. The arcy is very slow, I will telephone
ycu when I get in New fork, I will prcbably send you a wire when I
get in France, Until ycu here from me again- 50 long.
Dave,



Germany , ’
February 13

Dear John,

How are you buddy? I'm fine., Thanks a million for the
two letters., They both came at the same time, I hope this
letter reaches you fine and dandy after recuperating from
your operation, Dces the navy give a recuperation furlough
for hernia operations? They used to do that in the army belore
the war,

I an glad you like California so much. Although I am
inclined to get slightly pissed off at those californians
that are always brazging about their state, I amm inclined
to agree that they must be some right about it anyway.

You seem to be getting around quite a bit for your shot xxx
stay in the service., I hopne you get to see more of it
before you leave. Its jsoing to cost money when you become
a civilian, *

I have heard a lot of people say that Santa Hose is
the prettiest small town in the states. Is that true?

I can image you will start trying to make the pretiy
nurses the minute you come out of the ether. Hemember
your last operation? The minute I woke up I slugged that
plonde nurse, That just goes to show my instinctive hate
for females,

#hat is the name of this blonddm you know in West-
minster? Waybe I know her,

By the way John, I habve been waiting all through this
letter to tell you the really good news from over here,

I em finally on my way to the atates. I leave from this
outfit on my way to the states tomorrow. The tripwon't

be nice however I am able to take almost anything for the
pleasure of getting home once more. Don't write me anymor
letters to this outfrit, If I zet a chance you may Lsar
from me once more.While I am in this theater but I don't
think I'll have much time they really keep a man busy on
this shipping out business,
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