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TS ¢ Adjutant General, Washington, D. €. N T
© {Thru channela)

{Mar 4 - Mar 31, 1945)

The €5th mfmwy Divieion was committed on the Western Front
e vicinity of SAARLAUTERY on 5 Mewch 1945, where it relieved
.266h Infantry Division., . The initial mis sion was thet of contin-
e gggressive defénse of that sector, with 65th Infantry

laldn units generally assigned to those areas where the 26th

;a@un had loecated corresponding uwnits. But it was implieit at

: ime of commitment that the three montht!s lopg helding @;peratim
} B SARRLAUTERN wepre gbout to be terminated. The great "spring
RN gﬁﬁegsive" ‘had already begun on the northern end of the Waeharn ~
£ o eub. -

At tiw beginning of thls offensive t’he 65%h M
bop An- the vicinity of -SAARLAUTERN wes 19@&‘63&3

L point of two armies, the Third and the Ssventh.
-of these armies had closed around two sides of 4H
mauler Ssar Besim, with their objeetives being t
vaﬁi& reglon and to oross the third side of .the -
8- the ‘R River, Before .the 65th Infantry Divisi
.‘the 11!&6, the bulk of the Thiré Army was elready g
“nor§heast towards the RHINE from the KRYLL River.
Gorpe. $oindd this ‘Phdrd Avmy offemsive, moving. gema
sottheast deross the Ssar Basin. The 65th Infantry
the san‘tma n flank of the XX Corps, was the last @ivia&@n 'w M@@m“.
- mitted in Bhe Corps! offensive. Meenmwhile, to the south of Hhe 85
the  front 1ime of the Seventh Army wab generally parallel. smd ¢
of that segmem af the French frontisr which runs east from SAAR-
BRUGKEN to ithe River. The Seventh Army's fronial aasaul*ﬁ em
the Siegfried positlons opemed up 16 March.  Thus, when the 65th
infentry Division esbered inte the XX Corps' offensive on 3; Mem
it was to follow a zonme which cut northesstwardly to the HE,
roughly bigected the angle formed by the narrowing jaws af e m
armies closing arocund the ;aaarlands.

At lSQ&’:Of) the 94th and 26th Infentry Divisions initiated an
assenlt sast and southeast, with the 80th Maﬁbry biyision p
th R elements of both. divisio‘  ing '
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several blocks within SAA “ﬁﬂ@ﬂﬁﬂi"eﬂlyité lose them because of

"stiff enemy resistance on ome flank of this ‘gain. The same sort of
limited attack was once more initisted by the 260th Infantry the
following dey, with simlilar results. Two days later, 16 March, on
the left (north) flank of the €5th Infantry Division, the 26lst
Infantry put strong patrols asoross the 8Saar River, north of DILLIN- -
GEN {2684). The next day, 17 March, elements of two battalions of
the 261st Infantry crossed the SAAR at MENNINGEN (2290) to selse
high ground south of MERZIG. The 55th Infantry Division jJoined with
other units of the XX Corps in a full-seale frontal asttack on the
Siegfried Line 180430, ‘

At 1200, 18 March, the XX Corps front line could be plotted
roughly along & northeast-sputhwest diagonsl. TUnits of the 94th
Infantry Divislon and the 10th Armored had advanced to the most
northwesternly points om the diagonal, to BIRKENFELD and ST WENDEL
respectively. At the lower end of the diagonal, the 65th Infamtry
Division, across the SAAR at SAARLAUTERN and just east of DILLINGEN, -
was gituated at the most southwesternly points., Betweeon these ex-

tremes, the 80th Infantry Division had reached LINDSCHEID (4199), end

LIMBACH (3997), while the 26th Infantry Divisiom, south of the 80th,
had overrun NIEDERSAUBACH (4092) and BUPRICH {3591).

According to the origlnal intention, the center of the 65th
Division attack was to be the 2860th Infantry's effort in the SAAR-
LAUTERN bridgehead, but the 261st CT pushed se rapldly southward
t?goggh 1§§hter enemy resistance to take BDILLINGEN, and then, taking
o on
80 quickly southeast to take SAARWELLINGEN (3284), thet the 260th -
Infantry was pinched out in its northeastwardly ettack through SAAR-
LAUTERN and SAARLOUVISRODPEN (2881) to revert to Pivision Reserve. On
the gsouthern (right) flank of the 65th Division, the 259th Infentry
advanced along high ground parallel to the 26lat drive, with the

2618t driving more rapidly towards the east, so that our front during

the Siegfried Line breakthrough was roughly a diagonal comparable to
the dlrection of the XX Corps! front line on 18 March, running south-
west from the 26lst Infantry to the 2590th Infantry. On 20 March, for

example, the 261st had reached KIRSCHHOF (4284), while the 258th seized ,

DILSBURG (4181). The next day, the 26188 had further increased its
lead on other Division @nits, when the entire Division was ordered %o

assemble in the viocinity of NEUNKIRCHEN (5083)}. The 65th was not in

contact with the enemy's front line for the balenee of the month.

After-pssembling in the vieinity of NEURKIRCHEN, the 65th In-
fantry Division moved to two successive assembly areas. From the
latter area, mear SCHWABENHEIM (2548), units of the Dlvisien began
orossing the RHINE at MAINZ and OPPENHEIM. The 2613t CT was attached
to the 6th Armored Divislon on completing its crossing, 29 March,

By the last’' day of the month, appropriately enough, all units of the
65th Infantry Division, along with a vast part of US striking power
had reached the initial objective of the "spring offensive™ - the
east bank of the RHINE - from which positions the pursult of scat-
tered enemy forces could be carried into the heart of Germany.

Both as a result of the operations of the 65th Infantry Division
during the month of March, and of the relationship between these
operations and the general strategy of the "spring offensive®, owur
operations for this period ean be most conveniently swmarized under
three categories:
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bivision, d.the Aggressive Holding Operations in the

. ' \ .
hssembly on the Western Front, Relief of the 26th Infantry
' SARRLAUTERN Sector. (4 through 17 March).’

" The Breaching of Siegfried Lirde Defenses Bast of the
SAAR River. (18 through 21 March)

{3) The Reassembly in the viainity of NEUNKIRGHEN, with sub-
sequent BEasiward Moves across the Saerlands to oross the
RHINE River. (28 thx?ugh 31 'Mareh). : -

!

{1) The Period 27 Pebruary Through 17 Mereh: -The 65th Infan-
try Divislion left CAM?Y LY STRIXE, in the viecinity of the English
Channel port of §F VALERY EN CAUX, by rail and truek between 27
Februery end 1 March. During this perlod an advance party was
located with XX C¢wrps® Headguarters, in THIONVILLE., The Division
had eompletely closed in the vicinity of ENNERY (897¢) on 4 March.
On this same day advanced parties of some of the Division units
reconnoitered corresponding unit sectors of the 26th Infantry Divi-
slon in the SAARLAUTERN bridgehesd area. The Initial mission was
that of combinulry the aggressive defense of this sector of the
Western Front extending along the west bank of the SAAR River (ex-
cept for a bridgehead at SAARLAUTERN ltself) from (318747) on the
right (south) flank to (136006) on the left {north) flenk. . The
rolief was completed by 9 Marech. '

The 65th Infentry Dlvisionts baptism by fire was characterized
by aggressive holding action, intensive patroliling, and extensive
"use of artillery fire against enemy personnel and installations on
“the east bank of the river, The 65th Div Arty fired approximately
1,275 misslons with 18,812 rounds expended during this period. Alr
. OPs carrled ocut extensivse combat and reconnaissance missions over -
enguy terrlitory, in addition to flylng numerous fire missions. .’
Patrdls. acbively probed across the SAAR, particularly in the 2618t
Inf sector, where reconnalssance carried out by these patrols
enabled the regiment to put parts of two battalions scross the river
on 17 Mareh at Menningen {(22080). One of these patrols, on 10 March,
merited the Division's first battle awards when four EM of the 201st
Infantry cdptured a German plll box and returned with its 12 former
, ogcupants ®s prisoners.

. On both the 13 and 14 March the 260th Infantry opened up with

limited gttacks inside the SAARLAUTERN bridgehead in conjunetion
with XX GCorps' three-division offensive to the north of the 65th
Infantry Division. Both times several clty-blocks. were taken, but
both times the 260th was forced to withdraw in the faece of strong
enemy resistance. However, from the larger perspective of the Corps!'
offensive, these attacks were probably successful in confusing the
enemy. - He must have migealculated their limlted nature, because
orders for both days from the German High Command spoke of repelling
flerce offensive action in the vieinity of SAARLAUTERN.

'While ;enemy fire was particularly heavy ln the SAARLAUTERN
bridgehead .area, the enemy quickly and accurately reacted to any of
our movements along the entire sector oeccupiled by the 65th Infantry
Division. Individual exposure usually brought mortar and small
arms fire. Vehicular traffic moving towards the front frequently
stirred up enemy artillery. Again, this was heavy on arteries lead-
"ing into SAARLAUTERN, where the roads, as they ecrossed a basin west
of the city, were under direct .observation from enemy OPs on high
ground east of the river. Enemy patrolling was especially inten-
sive in the bridgehesd srea, and to the south, in the vicinity of
ENSDORP (3079) - probably another indication that the enemy sus-

pectod ouf gtrongest efforts to be directed in this area. SRS
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(2191), soukth of EAUSTADT (2690), to a point south of PRIMSWEILER

'In all, 55 PWs weres taker from 4 to 17 Marech. These prisoners
came from the following German units: : ‘

4l16th Imfantry Diviasion)
719th Infantry Division)
347th Infantry Division
418t Fortress Bn, GAF

Predominantly

‘Thirty of these PWs were taken during the final day of this period
when the 261st. Infantry erossed the SAAR af MENNINGER. It was sig-
nificant for our later breaching of the Siegfried. defenses that, as
the XX Corps' offensive mounted to the northwest, interrogastion

of these prlsoners revesled the growlng confusion of the enemy -
troops facing wus. ‘ : .

The Division suffered its fipst casuslties in the Ssarlsutern
geetor. For this period the following G-l statistiecs are &vailable:

_ Qfficers EM
KIA - e 34
NIA or CAP ‘ C 2

- WIA 10 , 138

: , A

NOTE: * MIA figures are as of the period under considersfion.
~Later statisties would show gome of those in the MIA
- sategory to be KIA or returned to their outfits.

(2) Period 18 through 21 March: During theae four days, the
Division saw 1ts most Intensive activity in aectusl combat with the
enemy. The 65th Infentry Division joined the XX Corpst offensive
againet the Siegfried Line between 0430 and 0600, 18 Merch. OI
No 5, dated 172400, glves the unit zones of attack and objectives
a8 plenned prioer to the opening of this offensive.

- At the time of this attack our sector along the east bank of
the SAAR had been decresgsed from (136006) on its left (north) flank
to (202912) by the southeastwardly advance of the 26th Infantry
Division, which had overrun territory tc the town of HARLINGEN
{2191), soubth of MERZIG. - As of 17 March, the southern boundary of
the 26th Infantry Division ran.approximately eastward, from BIETZEN
{3689 ), then southesstwardly through LANDSWEILER {(4188). The 26lst
Infantry wak nssigned g triasngular area of which the base was its
assembly positions along .the SAAR; the hypotonuss, the southern
boundary of:the 26th Infantry Division as far east as PRIMSWEILER;
and the elevatlon, a northesst-southwest diagonal from PRIMSWEILER
to a point on the SAAR between DILLIGEN and SAARLOUIS-RODEN. The
259th Infantry, on the right (southern) flank of the Division wag
assligned an’ area, the upper boundary of which eut through the center
of SAARLAUTERN, ran between SAARLOUIS-RODEN and FRAULAUTERN, north
of SAARWELLINGEN, and hence up to the 26th Division boundary st :
(389888).' The southern boundary ran along that of the 70th Infantry
Division. 1In between these flanking combat teams, then, the 260th
Infantry had a narrow corridor which included the northern half of
SAARLAUTERN and SAARLOUIS-RODEN.

The. objectives of the attack were the seizure of five areas
between 3,000 and 5,000 yards in an easstward arc from SAARLAUTERN,

Specifically, they were as follows:

. 8.) DILLINGEN -~ 261st Infantry. _
b.) High ground east of DILLINGEHv- 260tk Infantry.

- ;'.. LR '.L'J"" .
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e.) High .round at the edge of the BOIS DE SAARWELLINGEN,
- north of SAABWELLIEGEH {east of "b") - 280th Infantry.
d.) "SAARWELLINGEN, % 8 open sountry to the south, and

the edge of the BOIS DE. HULZWEILER - 259th Infantry.

e.) High ground north of @RIESBQBN {3277) - 259tH Infantry.

The .260th Infantry was to be prepared to assist the 26lst
Infantry in the capture of DILLINGEN. - For this attaeck the 1st

- Battalion, 260th Infantry and the 65th Reconnaissance ffroop were

‘attached to the 259tk Infantry, while the 3rd Battalioh, 259th
Infantry went into Division Reserve. Thé infantry battalions with
the 259th Infantry were concentrated in the SAARLAUTERN bridgehead
area. The 65th Reconnaissance Troop was assigrnied the bulk of the
sector to the south of ENSDORF and the right (south) boundary of
the Division contiguous to that of the 7ist Infantry Division, -
after relleving the 3rd Battalion, 250th Infantry, on the MLR so
that the latter organization could go to Division Reserve. The
Division Reserve was to be prepared to (a) reinforce the 65th
Hecomnaissence Troop, (b) protect the right (south) flank of the
Divialon, or (e¢) reinforee the 259th Infantry or 260th Infantry
in the SAARLAUTERN bridgehead area.

This, briefly, was the.plan prior to the ettack at 180430.
As contemplated, the mein effqort was.to be thet of the units in
the SAARLAUTERN bridgehead. What happened, however, was that the
261st Infantry quickly. drove southward to take DILLINGEN, then
moved speedily eastward to cut aecross the generglly northeast
zohes of attack which had been designated for the other Infantry
Regiments..

The 281lst Infantry jumped off into the attaek at 0600, with
elements of the 2nd end 3rd Battalions advancing abresst, parallel.
to the east bank of the SAAR. Enemy mines and booby traps presented
almost as Serious an obstacle ‘to their progress as the light enemy
resistance which was met in the area. Crossing the river during

-,the previous day, these units had entered DILLINGEN,. but encountered

heavy enemy resistence and withdrew to heights mnorth ‘of the city,
eonfident that they could hold these positions until morning. This
estimate was basel not only upon the bellef that the 261lst had '
sufficient, K fire power aoross the river to repel any possible enemy
eéunteratback during the night, but also because the 26th Infantry

" Division had taken MERZIG during the day, and ths 26th Infantry ~

Divigion engineers were already constructing a vehlculaer bridge
across the SAAR at this point. (This bridge opened at 181800.
Vehicles of the 261st Infantry reaehed the east bank of this point
the following day. )

By 182400, the 261lst Infantry had captured DILLINGEN and

"tha high ground to the east. Meanwhile, the 260th Infantry (with

the 1lst Battalion, 261st Infantry attached) and the 259th Infantry
{with the lst Battalion, 260th Infantry attsched) were meeting stub-
born enemy opposition in the vieinlty of the SAARLAUTERN bridge-
head. - The 260th Infentry had selzed a few blocks in SAARLAUTERN,
while the £59th Infantry advanced about 1,500 yards through the
southern outskirts of the city. At the end of the first day of the
attacks therefore, only the 26lst Infantry had attained the objec-
tive which was set up In 0I No 5, 65th Infantry Division. Its units
were in an:excellent positlon to continue to the esst and they
already threatened to outflank enemy defenses in. the viecinity of

SAARLAUTERN. As a result of the operations on D-Day, the main effoxm,

the zones of attack, and the objectives were changed. 0I No 6,

65th Infantry Division (dated 182300) directed that the 1lst Battalloen,

261 st Infantry be returned (by motor, via the MERZIG bridgs) to
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the control of its regimental CO. Thits angmanxed, the 2613t was to
drive for high ground, first to the sast of SAARWELLINGEN, them to
the west of this town, The 261zt Infaniry would, therefore, pinch
out the 260th Infantry north and northesst of SAARLOULS-RCDEN. The
259¢h Infantry was to continue on its nilssion as stated in OI No 5, -
which would give the territory south of SAAR-WELLINGEN as its ini-

. tial objeetive in a generally southeastwardly drive,

The Siegfried Line was breached the fsltuwing day and the
enemy's 347th and 718th Infantry DPivisions were forced o begin a
hagty retreat.,. By 192400, the 261st Infantry had pushed so rapidly
and so far past the objectives as get up in 0I No € that the towns
of PIESBACH (3288% and BILSDORF (3487) had been ocoupied., The 261st
Infantry had resched its second objective ez oaxly a8 1545. Prior
to this time, the 250th Iafantry had been pinchsd out and reverted
to Divislon Ressrve, after clearing the morShern half of SAARLAUVPERN
and SAARLOUIS-BODEN., Meanwhile, below the 260th, the 259th Infantry
fanusd out ﬁﬂﬁﬂ;,k:ﬁ and southeast from SAARLAUDERN, to seize FRAU-
LAUTERN (g881) and ENSDORF (3078). The 65th Ron Tr was relisved
from the S&AR River line on 20 March, to pass through elements of
the 259th gni 261st Infantry and reoonnoiter routes in the Division
Zone.

The enemy now gave evidence of thorough confusien. He né%reated
rapldly across the Searlands to eseape the gigantic pincers movement

.Which the Third and Seventh Armlies were cloging about the Saar Basin.

Small deleying foreces whiech he left behind were killed or captured.
The 65th. Infantry Division swiftly pursued these retpesting olements

"roughly from the apex of the two~Army pincers through the mlddls of

the narrowing eorridor between, with its infantrymen motorlzed on
Division transportation. By 202400, the 261st 6T had reached KIR-
SCHHOF (4284); the 259th, advancing in a parallel gone below that of
the 261lst, had eaptured DILSBURG (4181) and NIEDERSALBACH (4082).
The following dey the Division was ordered to assemble in the viel-
nity. of NEUNKIRCHEN, and thers, in effect, it awaited its turn to
eross the bridges heawily Jjammed with Army trafflec bound for -the .
egst banks ef the RHINE.

: Buring this period the Divislon sustained the following easua1~
tles:

A g Officers EN )
5.+ 7 U S B 55
 MID or CAP . 60
‘WIA : 10 ' 184

As somparedité 4 through 17 March, therefore, this period of offens- - -

ive metivity naturally indiestes a higher, but not a tremendously
higher, number of KIAs and WIAs. The largest inorease is in the MIA
category, whioh is typioal in attack situations.

- (B) The Poriod 28 thran 31 March: From 22 March to 26 Mareh
the Divisioh undertock & training sand rehsbilltation program, during
which timp the 3rd Bn, 258th Infantry patrolled WEUNKIRCEEN. On the
26th plans were completed for the mavement of the Division to a new

‘units olosed during 27 March, By the 28th the Division had complebdy

closed intosnother assembly area, near SCHWABENHEIM (2584), and the
first unitsiof the Division began crossing the RYRNE et OPPENHEIM
and MAINZ. '0n crossing the RHINE, the 261st CT was attached to the

.6th Armored Division, and continued esstward in pursult of the enemy

By 31 March, all units of the Division had cressed the BQIEE, with
the Division CP loeated in LAUBAGH (8816).
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Thero,was no contact with the enemyts front lines during this
period. G-2 reports tell of routine processing through the PWE,
1,002 priscners being processed during the five day period in the
vicinity of NEUNKIRGHEN. These prisoners were in large part from
the two Gérmen infentry divisions noted above, slthough a hodge ,
podge of @ssorted units were ldentified, indicating that the enemy
had thrown whatever manpower was available into a futile attempt
to stem the reireat across the SAAR Valley. Toward the end of the
perilod, astragglers and remmants of rear area persomnel, such gs
Alerm Companies, March Companies and 303 units, were eaptured in
our -rapld sdvance.

Cagualtles during this final period were extremely light, be-
cause of the laxity of enemy action.

‘ , O0fficers EM
KIA I T
"MIA or CAP 4
WIA ) 4 335 .

Since the MIA figure is a ecomulative one, the 33 MIAs at the end of
the month indicate the proportionately large number of personnsl
listed as MIA in the second period whieh could be definitely ﬁiaced
Into another category prior to the end of the month. The Diéision
was maintalned at full strength during the entire month of March,

SUMMARY: In conelusion, then, the most outstanding acheivement of
“the 65th Infantry Division during the month of Mareh was the breaeh-
ing of Siegfried defenses near SAARLAUTERN. This was accomplished
in cooperation with the gigantic plnchers offengives of .the Saar .
Valley by the Third and Seventh Armies. Outflanked in hls positionsg

- near SAARLAUTERN, the enemy was forced to retreat across the Saar-
lands, but not until he had put up a bitter two day battle in the
bridgehead earea. K The 65th rapidly pursued the enemy to NEUNKIRCHEN,
where the Division was ordered to assemble. After assenbling in

- two more areéas, the 65th Infantry Division crossed the RHINE River,
with all units reported on the east bank of the RHINE on the last
day of the month.

LN

Mo jor General, U. S. Army, \\
Commanding. )
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UNCLASSIFIFD.

— APO 200, US Army_,/| 7

+ Date! 10 April 1945 + 7 April 19L% Vl/uk |
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Subject: ActioT-:fainst Enemy, Report After (Aftef Action Report)

. HEADQUARTERS 65TH INFANTRY DIVISION

#+++J!!+++++++++++++++++

+ Auth:0G65th Inf Div +
+ Init: +

To i Commending General, 65th Infantry Division

OPERATIONS

4 March 45

DIVIBION OP: - ENNERY (US96708), wcmf 5 Guf

& =
ATCHD: Gglst_TD Bn (T) at 041200, ?/7Q“X%7
546th AAA AW Bn (Mbl) at O41800. :
The Div in assembly area Vic of ENNERY (U896708) was engaged in pre-
parations for the relief of the 26th Inf Div in 1its sector (318747)
to (136006) along the SAAR R. The relief was to be accomplished dur-
ing three consecutive nights starting at 1800 on the night of 5-6 Mar,
Organic units reconnoitered the corresponding unit sectors in the 26th
Inf Div sector,
259TH INF: Advanced parfy moved into the area occupied by the 328th
Inf, '

Advanced party moved into the area occupied by the 10lst
Inf,

260TH INF:

W
&

N
O
w

5 March 45 /
DIVISION CP: ENNERY (U896708), FRANCE,
Elements of the Div began the relief of the 26th Inf Div at 051800,

259TH INF: Accomplisghed the relief of the 328th Inf with the 1st Bn

on the MLR. The 2nd Bn in Regtl Res Vic of UBERHERRN
(245726). 3rd Bn as Div Res Vic of FALCK (197706).

260TH INF: 1lst Bn relieved 2nd Bn of the 10lst Inf in the EAARLAUTQHR
Brhd. .
2618T INF:

6 Marchjis
DIVISION OP: ENNERY (U896708),

Elements of the Div continued the r

Advance parties moved igto zone of tURLABSSIFICATION

CANCELLED

OF -Ag;umm GENER AL |
< @m//ﬂ%” (

260TH INF:
2618T INF:
R}V

3

o

uihorlly » £ Ly
Y

LT Ty

Acoomplished relief of 104th Inf.
-1 -

2nd Bn relieved 3rd Bn,;iOlst Inf, with slight opposition,

UNCLASSIFIED :
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DIV ARTY: 8§7th FA Bn and 720th FA Bn relieved 180th FA Bn and 263rd
FA Bn.

65TH RCN TR: Atchd to the 26lst Inf.

7 March 45 '
e o St (el e WNliss

ATCHD: Co ®0®, 778th Tk Bn at 070700.
Co YAM, 8lst Oml Bn (Mtz) at 070700,
1258th -Engr (C) Bn at 070700,

The 0G of the 65th Inf Div assumed command of the sector at 0700. The
Div maintained aggressive defense in the sector, All Inf units of the
26th Inf Div relieved by the 65th Inf Div, with the exception of one
Bn of the 10lst Inf in the SAARLAUTERN Brhd area, by the close of the
period. Units on the MLR patrolled aggressively and Res units conduct-
ed training and organization of successive defense positions.

259TH INF: (Completed relief of the 328th Inf by close of the period,
with 1lst, 2nd and 3rd Bns of the 259th Inf relieving the
end, lst and 3rd Bns of the 328th Inf respectively. The
2nd Bn in Regtl Res.
{
260TH INF: 2nd Bn relieved the 3rd Bn, 1Olst Inf in the SAARLAUTERN:
Brhd area, completing the relief et 070130, 3rd Bn moved
into Brhd area at 072400,

261S8T INFi(with 65th Ron Tr and 1258th Epgr (C) Bn Atchd): (ompleted
relief of the 104th Inf at 070450, 1st, 2nd and 3rd Bna of
the 261lst Inf relieving respective Bns of the 104th Inf,
2nd Bn, 261st Inf, Mtzd in Oorps Res Vic REMERING.

DIV ARTY: Hq 65th Div Arty, 868th FA Bn and 869th FA Bn complete
relief of 26th Div Arty, lOlst FA Bn, and 102nd FA Bn.

65TH RON TR: Mainteined contact with 94th Ron on L flank. Relieved
26th Ren Tr at 0315,

8 March 45
DIVISION CP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE,

Div continued aggressive defense in gector with units on MLR operating
strong combat patrole to exploit and destroy enemy insgtallations,

259TH INF: 1let Bn maintained and improved positions on MLR. 2nd Bn,
Regtl Res, and 3rd Bn, Div Res, undergoing Tng and organ—
ization of successive defense positions,

260TH INF: 18t B maintained aggressive defense. in SAARLAUTERN Brhﬂ;;

2nd Bp relieved 3rd Bn, 101st Inf. Rellef completed 070130.
Mar 45, 3rd Bn cleared into SAARLAUTERN Brhd 2400,
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UNCLASSIRCY

2618T INF (with Atchd units as of 7 Mar): Active patrolling, with
Ren patrol crossing the S8AAR R, 2nd Bn released from
Corps  Res to revert %to control of 00, 26lst Inf at
081630 Mar,

DIV ARTY: Fired numerous missions, infliocting damage on the enemy as
follows: 4 mortars neutralized, 1 88mm neutralized, 2
vehicles degtroyed, 1 enemy battery silenced, Air OP's
flew combat and Ron patrols,

65TH RCN TR: (See 7 Mar) Manned OP's; patrolled; defended sector,
9 Mgrch 45
DIVISION CP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE,

Aggregsive defense of gector continued with units on the MLR improv-
ing their positions, Div Arty fired harrassing missions causing
damage and casualties to the enemy,

260TH INF: 3rd Bn completed relief of lst Bn, 10lst Inf at 080LOO,
2618T INF: Aotive patrolling.

DIV ARTY: Fired 119 missions, with 1,977 rounds expended. The fol-
lowing damage wag inflicted upon the enemy: Two enemy OP's
neutralized, four MG's neutralized, six mortars silenced
and one tank apparently hit,

65TH RCN TR: Active patrolling, and manning of OP's, Maintained con- -
tact with 26th Ren Tr,

, 10 March 45
DIVISION CP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE.

Div continued to gressively defend and improve positionsg along the
entire front froma%318747) to (136006). 8trong combat patrols probed
enemy positions during the period. Div Arty fired harrassing missions
which inflicted damage on the enemy, 12 PW's captured by patrol of
26let Inf which crossed the SAAR R,

DIV ARTY: Fired 106 missions, with 1,150 rounds expended. Air OP's
oconducted 42 combat and Ren patrols and 8 fire missions,
Following damage inflicted on the enemy: 7 MGs silenced,
3 mortars silenced, 1 truck apparently destroyed and 1 88mm
gun put out of asction, ‘

65TH RCN TR: Patrolled across SAAR R,
11 March 45
DIVISION CP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE,
ATCHD: 1ZGth FA Bn
1

Yth FA Bn (Btry"c", 243rd FA Bp Atchd)
(Atchd to Div Arty)




DETCHD: Co YAY, 8lgt Opl Bn’ (llm) | | I]’[,’Msslﬁm

Co "C", 778th Tk Bn

Active defense and the improvement of positions on the MLR continued
by the Div with Div Arty in close support, Raiding parties continued
to probe and harr&ss the enemy,

DIV ARTY: Wsth 176th FA Bn and 744th FA Bn (Btry "c", 243rd FA Bn
Atchd). PFired 144 missions, with 1,813 rounds expended.
Following damage t0 the enemy: 3 MGs neutralized, 1 MG,
1 mortar, and 1 AT gun ‘apparently destroyed, with direct
hits on 1 pill box and 3 trucks.

12 March U5
DIVISION CP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE,

Div continued active defense of its sector with the Div Arty in oclose
support.

259TH. INF! 1lst By relieved by 3rd Bn on MLR., 1lst Bn Div Res, in the
VIO of FALCK (197706).

DIV ARTY: Fired 182 missions, with 1,932 rounds expended. TFollowing
damage to enemy: Dlrect hits on several pill boxes, U MGs
neutralized, several mortars neutralized, 16 enemy person-
nel c&svAalties, p

13 March 45
DIVISION CP¢ BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE,

Div continued aggressive defense of its sector, with pstrols probing
enemy positions, Limited Atk made in SAARLAUTERN Brhd area, with all
Inf units increasing their activity as diversion in conjunction with
Corps Atk. .

259TH INF: 1et Bn (Div Res) begins extensive training in Viec of
FALCK (197706).

P6OTH INF: 2nd and 3rd Bns mede limited attack in SAARLAUTERN Brhg
ee, _ond Bp Atkd 130700 to geize buildings in Block AZH

?ﬁap: 1:2500) SAARLAUTERN Brhd. Buildings held until late
afternoon when Atkg Elmg withdrew because 3rd Bn wag un-
able to selze buildings in adjacent block ageinst very
stiff enemy resistance. 3rd Bn Sptd 2nd Bn Atk, but
geined very little ground because of rigld enemy opposi-
tion,

2618T INF: 2nd Bn began relief of ist Bn on the MLR at.-1930,

DIV ARTY: Fired 316 missions, with 4,885 rounds expended, Following
damage to the enemy:! 5 M@s neutralized, 1 MG apparently
destroyed, 3 mortars silenced, 1 direct hit on an Armd
vehicle. Air OP's flew 27 miseions, of which 4 were fire
missiong and 23 combat Rcn patrols,
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14 March 45
DIVISION CP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE.
DETCED: 176th FA Bn at 140600,

Div continued eggressive defense of sector, reducing enemy resisgtance
in the Vie of SPURK (323746). Limited Atke made in the SAARLAUTERN
Brhd area. 6 PW's taken, '

259TH INF: 3rd Bn continued to improve position on the MLR.., One
Plat of Co “KY entered the town of SPURK, Advances made
on the R flank,

260TH INF& 2nd Bn geiged Bldgs in Block "IG" SAARLAUTERN Brhd.. How-
ever, attacking Elms were forced to withdraw due to heavy
enemy fire.

2618T INF: 2nd Bn completed the relief of the lst Bn on MLR at 0300.
1st Bn agsembled in the Vic of REMERING (1957T45) as Regtl
Res, to initiate training program.

DIV ARTY: Fyred 239 migsions, with 4,048 rounds expended. Damage
to the enemy as follows: Direct hits on several enemy
OP's, 1 Burp gun neutralized, hit observed on Neberwerfer,
6 MGs snd 3 mortars neutralized, direct hit observed on
88mm gun, 1 vehicle apparently destroyed. Air OP's flew
20 combat and Ren missions,

15 March U5
DIVISION CP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE.
Div continued active defense of its sector,

2613T INF: 1st Bn began relief of 1258th Engr (C) Bn in its sector
on the MLR at 1930,

DIV ARTY? Fired 136 migsions, with 2,197 rounds eipended. Damage
to the enemy as follows: Several casuslties to enemy per-
sonnel, 3 mortars and 3 MG's neutralized, 9 direct hits on
pill boxes, 1 direct hit on anti-aircraft gun. Air OP's
flew 27 combat and Ren paxrole;*

16 March U5
DIVISION CP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE,
DETCHD: 1258th Engr (C) Bn at 160800,

The Div continued to aggressively defend the entire sector with Inf
units increasing their activity against the enemy. 1 PW captured.

2618T INF: 1lst Bp relieved 1258th Engr C Bn on MLR and the 65th Ren
Tr on Div (N) left flank, Relief began 1930 and completed
2115, Combat patrols operating E of the SAAR R,
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DIV ARTY: Fired 159 missions, with 2,539 rounds expended. Damage to
the enemy as follows: Fires started in suspected supply
dump, RR car apparently set afire, 2 observed hits on train,
3 MG's and 3 mortars neutralized, direct hits on a flak
tower, 2 gun positions neutralized, Air OP's conducted 28
combat and Rcn missions, ‘

65TH RON.TR: Operated Ren and combat patrols during first part of .
period. Reld by 1lst Bn, 26lst Inf at 2115, to assemble
in the Vic of MERTEN ag Div Res. Reld from Atchmt to
261st Inf at 170030,

17 March U5

DIVISION CP: BOULAY (QO97657), FRANCE closed 171830 Max,
VILLING (Q198765), FRANOE opened 171830 Mar,

Div continued aggressive defense of its sector and made plans to Atk
from the Vic of SAARLAUTERN (180430). The 26lst Inf crossed the SAAR

%, c§pt?ring the high ground 8 of MERZIG, and prepared to Atk DILLINGEN
180430). -

259TH INF: 3rd Bn continued active defense in sector but made prep-
arations to be Reld by 65th Ren Tr prior to 180530, 2nd
and 3d Bns began move to Fwd assembly areas 1900. 1lst
and 24 Plats Co “C", 748th Tk Bn Atchd 1830. 1lst Bn,
260th Inf Atchd 172400,

260TH INF: Continued aggressive defense of SAARLAUTERN Brhd. Made
graparations to Atk Irom Vie SAARLAUTERN 180600, 1st Bn,
61lst Inf Atchd 260th 1830, Co "0", 748th Tk Bn (less 1lst
and 2nd Plats) Atchd 260th Inf 171830,

2618T INF: Elms of 2nd and zrd Bns crossed the SAAR R in the Vic
MENNINGEN (227904) during the morning hrs, seizing high
ground 8 of MERZIG, and prepared to Atk DILLINGEN 180600,
Co WK 265th Engr C Bn and one Co 69ist TD Bn (T) Atchd.

DIV ARTY: Fired 190 migsions, with 1,468 rounds expended. Damage to0
the En as follows: 6 MG's neutralized, 3 direct hits on
88-mm guns, 1 hit' on Tk observed, 1 enemy OP neutralized.
Air OP's conducted 9 combat and Rcn patrols. Div Arty
made preparations to Spt Atk to begin 180430,

65TH RCN TR: (See 259th Inf).
18 March 45
DIVISION OP: VILLING (Q198765), FRANCE.
Div Atkd in the Vic of SAARLAUTERN. Atk started 0430,

259TH INF: (With Atchd units a8 listed 17 Mar): The 3d Bn Reld on
MLR by 65th Ren Tr at 0510. 3d Bn Div Res Vic ALT~FOR~
WEILER (250758). The lst and 24 Bns with 1lst Bn, 260th
Inf Atchd, Atkd Vic SAARLAUTERN at O430., Progreass of
1,500 yds was made against strong En resistance,
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260th INF: - (With Atchd units as listed 17 Mar): Atkd OS00 Vic SAARLAUTERN -
and geized Blocks #IQW, "AZY and parts of "*C" and "K" (map
SAARLAUTERN Brhd 1:2,50C) ceptured. Unsuccessful in breaking
out of Brhd. 1lst Bn 261st Inf relieved from attachment 2030 -
and began movement by motor to rejoin 261 Inf Vic MERZIG.

26lgt INF: (With Atchd units #s listed 17 Mar): The 2nd and 3rd Bns Atkd
0600 and seired DILLINGEN (270845) and the high ground to the
N. Plans were made to renew Atk to the E 191200,

DIV ARTY! 1In close Spt of attacking units,
19 March 45
DIVISION CP: VILLING (Q198765) FRANCE,

Div continued to Atk in its 2 expanding the SAARLAUTERN Brhd and capturing
the towns of SAARLOUIS (285800), SAARLOUIS RODEN (285820), FRAULAUTHRN
(295813), NALBACH (314872), ENSDORF (305790) and SAARWELLINGEN (325843).
120 PWs were taken.

259th INF: (With lst Bn 260th Inf Atchd): Continued Atk to N and E and
captured the high ground 8§ of SAARWELLINGEN and towns of
ENSDORF and FRAULAUTERN. 3rd.Bn reverted to Regtl control in
the Vic of ALT-FORWEILER at 1800,

260th INP: Continued Atk to the N and E capturing the towns of SBAARLOUES
and SAARLOUIS RODEN and high gitoind to the g. The Regt was
pinched out at 1800 by the progress of the 26lst Inf and became
Div Res in the Vic of SAARLOUIS RODEN, Followed by bounds in
Z of 259th Inf, Co "C%", 748th Tk Bn (- let and 2nd Plats)
relieved from attachment 1800,

261st INF: (With Atchd units as listed 17 Mar): Atkd from line of the
PRIM R N of DILLINGEN and captured NALBACH (314872), PIESBACH
(322887), BILSDORF (340877) and SAARWELLINGEN (325803).
Continued Atk to the E making rapid progress against light En
resistance, ‘

DIV ARTY: Fired 179 missions in close Spt of Inf Atk, with 3,732 rounds
expended, Damage to the En as follows! 2 gun positions knocked
out. 9Smoke and propaganda migsions fired throughout the period,
Air OP's conducted 21 missions of which 16 were combat and Ren
patrols and 5 were fire migslons,

20 March U5

DIVISION (Ps: VILLING (QL98765) FRANCE,
SAARLAUTERN (Q285800) GERMANY
REISWEILER (Q388851) GERMANY

Div continued its rapid eastward Adv agslinst light En resistance, by motor
and foot, with positions at the close of the periocd es indicated below.
Many populated places taken,
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259th INF (1st & 2nd Plate, Co "(OY, 748th Tk Bn Atchd): 1In Vic of DILS-
BURG (416816). NIEDERSALBACH (400823) at the close of the
period,

260th INF: Div Res. Conducted mopping up operations on § flank of Div
in the Z of the 259th Inf, Assembled Vic DILSBURG &t the
clogse of the period, 1st Bn reverted to Regtl control at
200600 Apr,

261et INF (1L Co, 691st TD Bn & lgt & 2nd Plats, 748th Tk Bn Atchd): In
Vic of KIRSCHHOF (420845) at the close of the period,

DIV ARTY: Fired no missions, but followed Inf units closely by means of
rapid displacements so as to provide potential Spt. Displace-
ment accomplished by leap frogging Bns along parallel roads,
Air Op's carried out numerous Rcn patrols.

65th RCN TR: Reld from position along S8AAR R, and passed through-the 259th
and 261lst Infs to carry out Ren of Fwd areag in the Div 2.

3rd CAV GP: (Atchd Div Ami¥): Protected 8 flank of the Div; maintained
contact with 70th Inf Div. 3rd Cav Gp (less one 3qn) passed
through 259th and 26lst Infs to carry out Ren of Fwd arees
in the Div Z.

21 March 45

DIVISION CP: REISWEILER ( 388851L GERMANY
NEUNKIRCHEN (Q593834) GERMANY

Div continued rdpid Adv to E until ordered to assemble for rehabilitation
and training, Vic NEUNKIRCHEN. 600 PW's were teken and numerous populated
pleces taken, ’ :

2h9th INF: Continued Adv in Z until ordered to assemble in the Vic of
FRIEDRICHSTHAL (535805). Numerous populated places taken,
Prepared to police NEUNKIRCHEN with one Bn,

260th IRFS Continued Adv in the Z of the 259th Inf until ordered to sasemble,
in the Vic of QUIERSOHIED (535805).

26lst INF: Continued rapid Adv in 'Z until ordered to assemble in the Vic
: of KLEIN OTTWEILER (678830). Many populated localities teken,

DIV ARTY: Activities; same 8s 20 March. Assembled Vic of NEUNKIRCHEN,

65th RCN TR: Continued Ren of the Div 2 until ordered to agsemble in the
Viec of MERCHWEILER (505845).

22 March 45

Div initiated training and rehabilitation program, and patrolled their
regpective arets,

259th INF: 3rd Bn continued patrolling NEUNKIRCHEN.
23 March U5

Activities; same as 22 March.
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- 24 March 45

Actlivities; same as 22 March.
- 25 March 45

Acfivities; same as 22 March.
26 March U5

Div continued training, rehabilitation and maintenance of equipment, Plans
were completed for movement of the Div to a new assembly area in the Vic
of ROCKENHAUSEN (MO621U4kt), :

27 March 45

DIVISION OPs: NEUNKIRCHEN (Q593834) GERMANY
ROCKENHAUSEN (MO62144) GERMANY

Div began movement to new assembly area, Plane were formulated to move
the Div into a Fwd agsembly aree from which to cross the RHINE R in the Vic
of MAINZ,

259th INF: 3rd Bn released from Div control, to revert to the control of
the CO, 259th Inf at 271200, 2nd Bn closed in new assembly
ared in the Vic of SCHWABENHEIM (M259481).

28 March 45
' DIVISION (Ps: ROCKENHAUSEN uoée:.lmg GERMANY
SCHWABENEEIM ¥81Y GERMAN

Div moved from assembly area Vic ROCKENHAUSEN (06214Y4) to agsembly area
Vic SCHWABENHEIM (259481), {

259th INF: (losed ROCKENHAUSEN assembly area and moved out to new assembly
ares Vic SCEWABENHEIM,

260th INE: (losed in new sssembly area Vic SCHWABENHEIM, (except for one
Co, 2nd Bn and attachments).

261lst INF: (losed in assembly area at BIEBEINHEIM (3134). Atchd to 1lth
Armd Div 281000, Reverted to Div at 281900,

DIV ARTY: Moved to new assembly area Vic SCHWABENHEIM,

65th RON TR: Moved to new assembly area Vic SCHWABENHEIM,
29 March 45

DIVISION CP: SCHWABENHEIM (M259481) GERMANY

Div closed in SCHWABENHEIM area, and prepared to cross the RHINE R at
OPPENHEIM, .

259th INF: (losed SCHWABENHEIM area. Prepared to cross RHINE R,
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260th INF: Remaining Elms closed SCHWABENHEIM area, Initiated move,
%gyggg REINE R at UPPENHEIN bépinning 292400, Prepared to
efTuck A% BATTERSHEIN (5363) and continue Adv in Div Z.

261st INF: Mtz4. Initiated move across RHINE R at 291950, Atchd to
6th Armd Div at 291845,

DIV ARTY: Ko firing during the period. Carried on Rcn across RHINE R
for suitable displacement. Preparations for displecement
completed, ) ’

65th RCN TR: Crossed RHINE R at MAINZ at 291620 to screen Adv of the
26lst Inf in moving NE.

30 March 45
DIVISION CP: SCHWABENHEIM (259481) GERMANY

Div ad%anced NE in 2 from HATTERSHEIM with one CT. Remainder of Div
continued to c¢ross RHINE R,

259th INF: Initiated movement across the RHINE R at OPPENHEIM, Entire
Regt, with the exception of half a Bn across the RHINE R by
close of period,

260th INF!* Detrucked at HATTERSHEIK (5363) and advanced N and NE in Div
Z with 2 Bne abreast. .

26lst INFSI Atchd to the 6th Armd Div.
DIV ARTY: (Completed crossing' of RHINE R at 2115,
65th RCN TR: Atchd 26lst Inf,

31 March 45

DIVISION CP: SCHWABENHEIM (M259481) GERMANY
LAUBACH (887165) GERMANY

Div continued its rapid Adv in Z to N and RE. Large number of PW's taken,
259th INF: Completed crossing of RHINE R, Madg rapid Adv to NE in Div 2,
260th INF: Oontinued repid Adv to NE 4in Div é?

261gt INF: Atchd to 6th Armd Div,

DIV ARTY: Rapid displacements in S8pt of Inf units,

65th RON TR: Atchd to 26lst Inf.
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ITXXXXXXXXXXZXX S "~ APO 200, US Army
X SRR x 10 July, 1945
xguth: ©G, 65th Inf Divx
xInit: x
xDate b4

XXXXXXXXXXXXX | ’ Zgﬁ{/

Subject: After Action Report for April 1945. (Action against enemy)

TO : Adjutant General, Washington, D. C.
(Through Channels) -

INTRODUCTION:

April was a month of movement for the entire American aArmy. Aftér
the Siegfried breakthrough, all divisions pushed rapidly across Germany,
with such enemy action as they met being generally scattered, however
bitter. i '

What was true for US forces as a whole was true for the 65th
Infantrv Divigsion.- @ :

Roughly, the m th which the Division followed after crossing the
RHIN® at FAINZ and OPPENHEIN during the last few days of March, was a
northeastward one. The zone of operations ran north of FRAMNKFURT,
then northeast to HERSFELD and ESCHWEGE, where it bent eastward, to
end at the MUHLHAUSEN - LANGENSALZA restraining line. The DlVlSlon
was then moved south, out of its position in the vanguard of infantry
units headed for the central German cities of GOTHA and BERITITRT, and
assigned to the less spectacular job of mopping . up behind the 87th and
89th Divisions, as VIII Corps Reserve, In this capacity, the Division
moved from agsembly area to assembly area, from BERKA, to WALTERSHAUSEYN,

{. to ARNSTADT, : N

Then, on 17 April, the Division moved with the XX Corps, from the
northerrost flank of the Third Army, to its southermost flank, taking a
route from ARNSTADT, through COBURG, Lo reassemble near BAIRURG.

Another movement to Altdorf brought the 65th to 'a second zonc of oper-
ations, this time extending southeast towards the DAMURYE, and REGENS-~
BURG. By the &nd of the month, the 65th had taken the upper DANURE
river port, and was ready to move still further southeast, into Austria,
in the first week of lMay. .

(NOT®: ALL TIMR MEFTIOIMD BELOW IS TWO HOURS AFTHR GREETWICH TIVE).

THE PRRIOD 1 APRIL TO 7 APRTL:

On completing its crossing of the RPIVE R, the 85th Infantry
Division assembled in the vicinity of HATTEMBRACH (2846), with the 259th
Infantry grouped west of HBRSFELD .(3853) and the 260th Infantry in the
area between NAUSIS (2565) and RENSSHAUSEN (2669). The 261st Infantry
was attached to the 6th Armored Division. : : '

At this time, the Division was operating under XX Corps Operations

- Instructions No 76, dated 31 March, hich defined the objectives For

the three infantry divisions in the Corps zone as follows: The 85th
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Wvﬁﬁﬁﬁ DiV1sions were to a ithe 65th B&viaiﬁn @mm =
: " right (S) flank, and the 80th Division on the (north) fiank of the
: Cerps' attacks The &th Infantry Division remained in Corps reserve.

R Ehe ultlmate ebjective of” the XX Corps was the seizura of WEIMAR T
~ and ERFQRT, while the XII Corps drove for GOTHA and ARNSTADT. The in-. "
~ 1%ial instruetions to the 80th and 65th Divisions provided that the 80tk . °
. would attack ¥o selze KASSEL, while the would move north and east A R
“1n 1t's gone behind the 6th Armored D¥edsfbn and the 3d Cavalry. Group . sy
‘ﬂThe B85th was to be ready to pass through these latter organizations to’ .
spearhvad the attack in its Honmes 'Upon receiving such an orvder the 26lst
" Infantry, -attached to the 6th Armored, and two Tank Destroyer Companles,
attached to the 3d Cavalry Group, were to re¥ert baek to the CoHEr

the 65th Division. . G

) Although all the provisions of this Opérations Instructions were not
+ earried out, and the 85th Infantry Division was stopoed before reaching

the WEIMAR—ERFUHT line, Operations: Instructlons No 76 substantially acted.
a3 the basis of all operations from 1 Aprill until 8 April. )

I A

o The zone of operatléhb during this period opened on a front west of
the FULDA RIVER 11 miles wide, between BEBRA (4465) and NEUMORSGHEN B
{%175)s At the close of.the periocd, the DIVision occupied the 11 mile
wide MUHLHAUSEN (9095) ~ LANGENSALZA (0382) line, with reconn&isqahca
and security patrols’in fores east of TANGENSALZA. The 1lst Bn, 261lst ,
Infantry pushed as far east as SCHLOTHEIM (0398), 8 miles northeast of =
© MUBSHAUSEN (9093), while 1t was attached to the 6th Armored Division. =~ = o
Between the FULDA RIVER -1ine and the MUHLEAUSEN-LANGENSALZA line, the 3
65th Divislon pursued = genenallﬁ northeastwardly course until the right N
(south) flank of the Division reached ULFEN (5974), when the right flank ‘
turned.east and slightly south, so that at the widest point, this zone E
of oparations was approximately 14 miled wide between STRUTH (7994) and ;
a point 1-1/2 miles, south of CREUZBURG (7576). The southern flank then
returned to a northeastwardly diréction, to again, narrow the width of.
the front to the 11 mile. distance Which 1t had measured during the WULDA
erossing, : . . :

“, o

The 1nformation in Corps 0perations Instructions No 76 wag dissemin--
ated to the 65th Division in Pield Order No 2, dated 011630 April, which %
also outlined the operations for the FULDA RIVER crosging. The time for
the attack was speeified as 020600 April, with the 65th Infantrx‘niviaion

passing through' the 3d Cavalry Group. The 259th and 260th. InfantFyy T
to cross abreast on the right (south) flank and the left {north) flink
- regpectively. - iv Arty was to fire no preparation, but was to lay down
stioke after the initial surprise had been lost. -The.65th Ren Tr, which
had been releaséd from 6th Armored DPivision control on 1 April, was to
asgemble in Division Reserve, in the Vicinlty of ERSRODE (3065), but be
prepared to pass through either the 259th or the 260th on Division. Order,
on¢e the objective, first the West bank of the FULDA, then high ground:.
to the East of the river, ‘had been seized.. The 265th Engr (C) Bn was
to construect a vehicular. bridge capable of sustainlng Division loads
within each battallon area. _

idiin

: Aéide fr@m the proposed bridge~building program, -the instructions
In Pield Order fo 2 were carried out practically intact. The Infantry
Regiments jumped off on schedule, and advanged rapidly against scatterd :
enamy resistancé. ‘At 0830, D-Day, the 259th already had two battalious :
- aeross the River, the 260th had one, ' The 259th Infantry had captured - i
. & bridge intact.at BRAACH (3%69),  while the 260th Infantry took ome at’
© KONNEFELD (3273).. The.265thj§ ngrs were rushed forward to remove & road’




block from the BRAACH bridge, and‘'ts 'p ddditi¢n31 suppoﬁts bensath
the KONNEFELD apan in order that the attack might continbe to push .
rapidly to the northeast, Plahs for a bridge in each battalion area .
could be abandoned because of the lack of enemy resistarice at the FULDA.
By 1300 lead elements of the Diviston, betwben 5 and 6 miles north of
the River, were coming under, some enemy aviation. The 65th Ren Tr was
ordered to cross the KONNEFELD bridge, about 1330, to pass through the
260th Infantry, for the purpoge of screening the Divislonts advance and
reconmnoiltering routes to the .front of the r»iflemen. .

By 2400, D=Day, the 2d and 3d Bns of the 259th had reached SONTRA .
{5576), which the 65th/Rcrn Tr had passed at 1830, while forward elements
of the 260th had crossed .the TANDEFRLD (3876)-NAUSIS (3778)-HERELEFELD
{4078) line. AIdéd by thelr partial transportation’in. Biv Arty trucks,
the Division was Stlll advancing sPeedllv to the northeast at the close

of D"Da.y .

Progress continued to be good'on 3 April, with an average advance

.of 13 miles for the 24 hour pericd. 'Elements of the 24 and 3d Bns, 259th
. Infantry, had crossed the WERRA .RTVFR prior to- 2400, The 260th had

reached the REICHENSACHEN { S8883ALANGENHATN (6085)11ne, before it was
held up by & regrouping of 6th Armored forces whichhad a priority on
all roads to the front. 'The 265tn Engrs had, meanwhils, constructed a
Bailey bridge at BRIETENBACH {4363), whlch" was designed to rechanelize
traffic from the BRAACH bridge to & more direct route through BEERA.

N } . °

Oon the.folldwing day, 4 April, the 6th Armored was, once more, the
only obstacle bto further advance, by the 260th Infantry, which later on, -

movad up .behind the 6th Armered to reach WANFRIED (7089), TREFFURT (7484),

DIEDBCRF. (7889) and GR BURSCHLA (7084) by 051200 April. In the 259th
zone, which was not blocked by the 6th Armored, the regiment was able to

‘ push forward more rapidly, until the- 2d and 3d Bns reazched the vicinity

of KAMMERFORST '(8883) prior to 051200B April. -Meanwhile the 261st
Infantry was relieved from-its attachment to the 6th Armored at 041200
and was glven a serles of assembly afreas east from ESCHWEGE (6290) to
GROSSENGOTTWR (9887), located along the left flank of the Division, from

~ which positions the regiment was to protect the Division's north flank

in a reserve capacity. .

e

on this same day, 5 April, an VIII Corps order was received direct=-
ing that the Division attack to the MUHLHAUSEN (9093)-LANGEM“AL23(0382)
restraining lime, there to regroup. forces, and awalt further instructionsﬁ
from higher hsadquarters before again puéhing eastward., ‘The 65th Division

had passed t0 the VIII Corps the preceeding day, at 041030, when the VIT

Corps became operational between the XIT Corps on the left (north) flank
and the XX Corps on the right. (south) flank. This VIITI Corps order. was
almost identical to a similar order issued 4 April by the XX Gorps.' '

The MUHLHAUSEN - LANGENSALZA line was ‘secured prior to 061200, and.
strong patrols were operating forward of this restraining line for vary-
ing distances. Beyond LANQJENSALZA the patrols were:sent out gnly-a short
distance to the east. Beyond MUHLHAUSEN, however, -patrols went about 10

'miles east to points beyond SCHLOTHEIM (0398).
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The toughest battle 1n taking

f?feeeurreﬁ ‘4t the la tter town. The battle at LANGENSALZA was a stubborn
" ‘mabtallon action. It . was more than the average eIty fighting operation.
. ¥t had an element of daring in that a sizeable city was virtually cap-

" tured through .seimtng, and skillfully holding, . & sfngle thereughfare :
S which wound from e suburb to the hub of the citye .

The 24, Bn, 259th Infantry, approached LANGENSALZA from the. south-
“west on 5 April. "It entered by way of UFHOVEN, a suburb .which abuts the
"eity proper. Rallroad tragks laid on & high smbankment mark the dividing
line between UFHOVEN and LANGENSALZA., The’ defenders had completed this
separation with a substantial bearricade acrossé an underpass which acts

as the principle gateway to LANGENSALZA from the southwest.

.. The main highway through.UFHOVEN was lined with houses from which
the GIts received their first sniper’ fire as %hey advanced to the block=
ed underpass. The doughs -in the street were eovered by ?G" Co from
heights to the southeast of the highway. Wherni Jerry had been flushed

"from His suburban quarters, TDts from the 69lst TD Bn, attached to the
259th bldsyed the barricade. Riflemen from Go “E®, treading warily be-
side tanks<“Trom the 748th Tk Bn led the way through the rubbled barri- -

. cade. "P¥ Qo ‘deployed on top of the railroad, sfibenkmént, from which

vantage point they everlooked the ‘southern half of LANGENSALZA. ~Co MGH,
meanwhile, descended from. the high ground south of UFHOVEN, to follow

‘the assaulf ccmpany through LAN N&ALZA'S shopping dlstriet. '

. . The battle was also & race agdinet darkness, for the 24 Bn had
pulled into UFHOVEN at 1500, Because¢ of the approaching darkness the

" Bn had time to capture only the single, broad street running east across

the southern half of the city, then north to reach thé square fronting
the elty hall in the extreme norbthwest portion of the.clty at 2300.
Panks from the 6th Armored Division had attacked from the northwest, but
were stopped by enemy road blocks after a short advance. ~The 865th ch
Tr furnished some support In areas surroundinﬁ LA@??E%f ; o

..-.‘-4—’ ;lﬁvgp. .

- The bent finger which plercegd LANGE?SALZA was skillfully defended
at every road :intersection against a possiblewgounterattack. But '
none came. The enemy, which had been stopped by a terrific daylight
artlllery and mortar’ barrage, wasg -able ta disappear under the -cover .of
darkness. .In the morning, there was mopping up - but there were also
wﬁite flags. The city was declared cleared of the enemy by @50745 Aprﬂ‘ ’

The 65tthivision was to haﬁe oné more local, but bitter battle
befqre leaving and turning over 1ts.positions on the MUHLEAUSEN~LANGEN-
SALZA line to ‘elements of the 76th’ Infantry Division, and moving south-

.westward to ant assembly area in the wvicinity of BERKA (636@), where it
went into VIII Corps Reserve. - This was the battle of STRUTH (7994),
which began ae an infantry action on the part of one battallon, and ende
-ed as g striking example of -the effectivensess of combined arms. "

: STRUTH was a tiny hamlet on the Divisionts north flank. It 1s
firdt mentioned in the Division Journal File when two enemy fighter planes
were reported ishot down in its vieiniby at 041732. Its second “mention
eomes when the 34 Bn, 261st Infantry, -announced that its CP was located
in the village at 061340. At the same time, Co, "L® of this regiment had
moved up to the village of EFFELDEN (7596), where it met fairly heavy

I
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- Encuy opposition of ‘undetériiitied at¥ A neme ‘eithavaw ta
‘BTRUzii‘where Gots "KY and "M" wepe grouped with Battalio®m ﬁe&dqﬁartera.'{
Co. T, ‘meanwhile, was laecgted in DORNA {8396). 'The battaliovn was acting
%o protect the Divisients left (morth). flank, alornig with the -rest of the

- 26lst Infantry. The original plan of the 3d Bn, upen £o "L*s“:withdrawal,
‘was to returh to EPFELDEN on the following day with reififorcéments.’ How--
ever, Jerry upset thede plans., He struck, before dawn, 2t STRUTH. In the
engagement which followed, the 34 Bn acted as a.resisting core, while other
unlts carried Gut eneirecling. m@vements argund the enemy in the territory
surroundlng STRUTH. .

The battle started as simply as many lsolated battles of this. type .
which the Divlsion was bo fight up to V-E Day. A& "E® Co sentry, stationefl
on one of three roads leading out of STRUTH in & northeastwerd direction,.
.fired his BAR at what he thought to be a figure in the darkness at approx.
Imately 070230. This alerted the Co. 4 little latter the same sentry
thought he detected the sound of motors to the northeast of his position.
Abont 0300, another sentry situated betwsen two roads running northwest-
wardly (one of them to EFFELDEN). had the unpleasant expertence of having a -
hand grenade plop into his slit trench, 8%t1ill later there were Saversl
flares which went off to thé sast of the town, which indicated that the
enemy was moving southward, as though to encircle the town Yo the east, and
where his hardest blow Would fall. ‘ S s

: Before.- proceedlng further with the sequence of events leadiné up to
the battle it will be adviseable to study the disposition of 3d Bn units."%
within the STRUTH area. Firstly, the Bn Hq Co was locnted roughly in the ?f
center of the town. "X Co. waa loeated to the north of the. ¢P components;.:
"M% Co to the south; while "I® Co had moved to the east, except for one -
platoon, billeted along the motoﬂ park, which was 1ocated in an area jus&
west of the town.

‘The enemy attaé ted - STRUTH . in two principle driVes. The first was an
a¥mor spearheaded swinging around the wost sd@m of the town, to attack to- .
wards the motor park area, Th® second was a house-to-house mousehol$ff :
by infantrymen which originated in a house on ‘the northern edge of’ tswn
and progressed throu&h half a.dozen more before being stopped. When Tina
computations were made, it was estimated that the Germans attacked with
1,000. infantrymen, tanks, -ang, mobik;guns. :

The tan?-led'&rive west of the town got undéfway:at 0500, .s0 thé“fiage1 :

activity t&: the+ Bast waa apparently an enemy attempt to cover the main
effort. The mouseholdlng party at the northern end of the village started

about 0530

The Lanku aha mobile guns were sP(ced abreast to pound the towns.
Lucklly, a falrlly deep gully ran from the vi@inity of ‘the billets of the
westemmest platoon of "L"'Co, &outh towards the "M" Co Area. The platoon

was able .tp movel into this trench and inflict some damage on foot soldilers o

in the attack, before belng forced,.to léave. the tremch which came under- & .
concentrated enemy artillery barrage. *This platoon then moved further .

out into the m riking area, set-up. a base of fire, and remained there through-

out the attacki. . Thé mechanized equipment of "K" Co, meanwhile,.stoppod the
mouseholers,- , . ‘ B

*
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The 3d Bn called for help < tampo ineraasad with the
growling daylight. Between 070600 and 070800, the fightlng was at its

" hedght; although up tntil 1100, 1t was still bitter. But by thils time

the outcome was certain. Reinforcements had arrived, bringing with
them a waristy of armsment. “ : _

‘With dawn, "M* Co's mortars opened up S0 effectively on enemy
concentrations to the northwest that German mortars located in this

area could not be placed into operation. Cannon Co,261st, which was

located at EIGENRIEDEN (0893), 1-1/2 miles southeast of STRUTH, added

furthar fire power to areas north and northeast of the town.

Among the first units to arrive at STRUTH from outside the immediate
area were "B¥ and "L" Qors, 260th Infantry, and the lst Bn of 261lst Inf.
The lst Bn was to make a frontal abtack of the town from the south, while
¥B": o moved from below the tpwn ardund to the east, and "L' Co to the
west, in a two-pronged encircling moyement. The 3d Bn, 259th, was on
the way to.STRUTH from positions neak LANGENSALZA. :

. But other arms of the service were, moving into STRUTH. Reinforce-
ments from the 808th TD's engaged the mechanized equipment southwest of
‘the town, while a flight of fighter bombers, coming. in at 0900, initiat-
od the beginning of ths retreat of the enemy's mobile equipment, To-
gether with the TD!s, the atr forece accounted for -11 tanks and mobile
guns, most of the air tally being scoered after this German equip ent had
pulled northwest of STRUTH in its withdrawal. Four artillery Battalions

.were also effgctive In laying fire on the retreating.enemy, causing

much damage to vehicles and many casualties to personnel. e-6 h

Armored Division rumbled into position north of STRUTH,
was ending, and pursued the retreating enemy to the nﬁ?%hwest.

The most dramatic gesture of the day came just after the beginning

.of ‘the retreat, when an enemy self-propelled gun rumbled up to the 3d

Bn CP, to fire point-blank at the building which was. Indicated by STRUTH

" eitizenry. An 808 TD fram 1ts location near *g . Co CP, finishod the

mqbile gun.

There was, finally, one more factor in the STRUTH struggle.. The,
enemy was unable to strengthen his attack with such’reinforcements as
he had. By far the largest part of his force was commitied, -but a
considerable number of reinf@rcements were stopped:at DORNA as they app-
roached STRUYH from the northeast. "I'® (o had started to pull out.of "
this hamlet just prior to the attack, to make a move southwest to.BIGEN-
RIEDEN, Howaver, a handful@g@f Co persomnel were left behind at DORNA
to look aftern some equipment which was to be carried in another trip.
‘It was these iguards which served as outposts. They immediately con-
tacted the bulk of "I Co, which made a hnrried return trip to the °
site of thils brisk side action.

Had the enemy been able to penetrate the Division's flank defenses
he would havé been in an excellent posltion to swing behind positions
established in the vicinlty of MUNLEAUSEN by the 260th Infmmtry. This,
as was laterirevedled by prisoners and documents, was his ultimate
intentison.. In the unsuceessful attack he lost 12 of an estimated 15 to

.20 tanks ahd-assault guns, 3P gun and four A4 guns, 37mm, besides suffer-

ing 253 men killed and SOO captured of his total estiinated force of

- 1000 to 1,50D.
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The 65th Division was partion iheraﬁle to & s¥¥bng attack
on . its fh nks at this time, because it had advanced further eastward
thatn any other infantry unlt in its sector. At the time that it was re-
lieved to. move southwest to an assembly area at BERKA, its forward units:
. were closer to what had been designated as the original XIT and XX Corps

obaecbives than was any other infantry division,

. This naturally created tremendous supply problems, as the Division
repldly widened distances betweerl food, gasoline and ammunition supply

points to the rear and its advancing riflemen to the front. .The problem

was ‘rougly that of feeding 19,000 men with three meals every day, to

- bring up a daily load of approximately 40,000 gallons of gasoline and.

a slzeable supply of ammurition in 30.6x6 trucks, which were the number
which could be ‘allotted for this purpose from Pivision Headquarters and
Quartermaster transportation. During this period, supply points were
approximately 100 miles to the rear, which meant that the round trip

. required from 24 to 30 hours.. S :

At this time also, the DiviSion was sprawled out over more territory

~than 1t was ever to occupy again. From the front line posltions on the
" MUHLHAUSEN-LANGENSALZA restraining line to the rear echelon, which had
~been leff on the west side of the RHINE for lack of transportation, re-
presented a distance of 185 miles ~ or a quarbter of the distance agerqgss
Germany. : e
. . ’ v .
The biggest battle which, the Division had in its advance from the
east bank of the RHINE to the MUNLHAUSEN-LANGENSALZA restrainirw line
was. that of SUDply, and troop movement. .

. The battle of supply and of troop movement was continuous during,
this period. The battle of weapons was' sporadic., This, in fact, was
to charaeterize all 65th Division activities,; down to V-RE .DPay. AIn this
respect, the 65th Division was typlcal of -the vast majority of divisions
at this time, 'The American Army swiftly spread across GERMANY to fighﬁﬁ
- for the moest part, stubborn rear guard actlons, now involving handfull °
of resisters, and occasionally, a battalion or more, guch as at LANGEN-
SALZA and STRUTH :

Prom the a-2 point of view, this period was unustial only in that the
German -Air Force appeared over our troops almost dally. However, these
craft were few. in number, and did a negligible amount of damage. A ‘
considerable number of them were &estroyed by our anti-airéraft, while

the best that they were able to do was to shoot down one of the Divisionts

artillery 1iaison planes.

Relatively 1ittle concentrated enemy fire was reoorted in the . .
‘Division's zone of operation, excdpt in the STRUTH counter-attack. This
attack on the 65th Division flank was made by a tank’ battalion sent
from the 1lth Panzer Division, located near HANOVER, for the defense of
the ROTENBURG aPea, together with between 1,00 and 1,500 infantry troops-
Herrer Rickier Brigade (Motorized) 688, ‘

. For the, mo st mart, however, the enemy was more interested in surrend-
ering than fightinc, as 1,961 PW's were,taken during the first seven :
days of the month. .a\\ . .
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Censidaring the - nnmericai b1 :
*very light, most of the casualbi &h auf -
Halty figures for this period éxelusive of those of attached units,

:"ﬁ' ‘
?are mg follows: o B ’ o |
f ' . Woﬂndea‘ ,EZ% MIA 5
officers - 9 ' 0 @
‘Enlisted Men B 81 .19 - -0

TEE EERTOD 8 APRIL . TO 18 APRIL: S S SR

This period comprises the ll days that the 65th Division served .as
Viii Corps reserve, , ,

. on 8 april, unlts of" the, 76k, Division began to relieve the 65th ;
Pivigion from its positions in the MUHLHAUSEN-LANGENSALZA area. The '
- entire VIII Corps had been shlfted further soush, to place the former

positions of the 65th Division in the XX Corps zone.  On this same day
“‘thé Division started to move southwest to. BERKA . (6362), the first of
Several assembly areas- -which €ralled the front line of the VIYI Corps.
The Divislonh was completely closed in-the vicinity of BERKA by .1@1500.
While other Division units carried out a training and rehabilitation
program; the 260th Infantry c¢leared the Corps Zone behind the 89th Div- :
1sion on the left(north) flank of the Corps and the 87th on the right :
{south) Flank. The 65th Recn Tr was attached to the 260th, to aiﬁ’in &
blocking exlts as the regiment succEssively combed area after areéa. . Ve

Begining at 111500 April the Division initiated movement to a. new
assembly area ahb WALTERSHAUSEN (9859), into which all units had closed
prior to 121600« Starting at 101200, the Division began dlsplacement
once moré for a.third assembly aresa; this time, ARNSTADT (2653), into :
which the 65th completely c¢losed prior to 141850. Meanwhile, the 259th 4
Infantry had relieved the 260th of clearing operations in the VIIT Corps )
rear at 130700, and the 65th Ren Tr switched. its attachment from the zsoth f
to the 259th.” Upon reachirg ARNSTADT during 14 and 15 April however, i
all units carried on & trainihng and rehabilitation program. ) f

0perations Instructions No 28, date& 151700 April gave instructions
for the movement of the 65th Division, east. from ARNSPADT, to another o
agsembly area east of the SAALE RIVER in .the vfcinity of TROCKENBORN : 1
(7850), ‘whieh was in- the zone of the 89th Divi31on. It was planned that: ;
the 65th would be glven & zone of operabions between those of the 89th
(on 1ts north)*and the 87th {on its south), and’ thaf the attack would
continue to the‘east with three divisions abreast instead of. two.

However, at 161940, a message comlng throu gh VIII Corps notified
the Division that it was to be rdturned to the XX Corps. A later message
during the same|day, 2315, gave the’ new destination as the vicinit§ of
BAMBERG¢’ From the northern flank of the 3d& Army, the 65th was moving
with the XX Corps to the Southern flank, With the nmove there was a
ganezai shift in the directlon of the entire »Fhird. Army. “rom'objeotivos
in Gentral GERMANY, where the- Ninth and First. Armies were bullding heavy -
concentrations, the Third Army wasg orientated toward its’ goals in *
Czechoslovakia,:and toward new ones in Austria. The XX Gorps, and with
it the 65th Division was destined to head for AUSTRIA.,

operations Instructlons No 50, dated 170300, gawve the route from
© ARNSTADT (excepnt. for. the 259 CT which had previously follpwed Operations
Instructions lo. 29 before it was rescinded by moving into HUMI'ELSHAIM
(7448), throush; COBURG (2989), to a eluster:of farmtowns just north of
BAMBERG (2648).: The 259th and 260th @T's, the 65th Div Arty and the
748th Tk Bn had:assembled in the viecinity of BREITENGUSSBACH (2557) by.
- 19 Aprll when preparations were made to meve to still another area in
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in the vicinity o ALTDORF (6293}, With this 1o st asgembly ‘area tha Div
entered into - a new zene of operatlons. .

G-2 reports for this perlod are concerned largely with CIC work behind
our lines, ox with the investigation of certain enemy equipment and install-
ations which wered captured by the 87th.and 89th Divisions, and 2eft for
more detalled examination by the 65th Division. Although the Division had
no contact with any organlzed reslstance during this -period, mopping up
patrols decounted for 604 PW's through the Division PWE. Considering that
the other two Dlvisions had already raked over the area, this 1s a relative~
ly sizeable figure, and indicates the large number of Wehmarcht personnel
which continued to hlde after the main force had passed them by. * .

BQCauSe weé had no contact with the’ enemy, beyond an ocgasional brush-
ing with isolated, individual enemies, casualtises were at a.minimum. |

Wounded , % ‘MIA
Officers 2 . o
Enlisted Men . 13 - 4 o

Bk v e e

THE PERTOD 19 APRIL TO 30 APRIL:

Operations Instructions gave the movement order for the Division to
‘travel southeast of the BAMBURG area to reassemble in the vi01n1ty/6? SCHF9 -
ATTTACH (6012), which was immediately altered to ALTDORF {6295} ).~ The SN
movement was to begin ab 190600, 4T's 255 and 260 were to-pipsiss to attack v .
southeast through elements of the l4th Armaryg 2t 200700, For the 261lst CT, u-
this Operations Tnatructlons simply stabed: %ﬁhﬁ‘it would move by motor 3
to an assembly area-to be desigpated. Eﬁp.r,\OPerations Instructions No. 32 v
gave this assembly area ss the viclnity of DEINSCHWANG (7294) approximately .
six miles due esast of the Divislion OP at ALTDORF., The 65th was premred to
move forward qn Corps order, and to use one Battalion to protect the right ]
flank, while the 7lst Division covered the left. By 201830 April, the b
entire Division was located in the new combat zone,.

The Division attacked while assembling vicinity of SCHNAITPASH about
0100 20 April. (Stiff eounterattacks from by~-passed enemy were overcome ] !
at STAPPACH (6713) and TRUEF (6716). In the STAPPACH engagement, units of b
the 808th TD Bh combined with the lst Bn, 260th to wreck two MK IV Panks,
an SP gun, a half track, one persannel carrying vehicle and three AT Guns}e

‘The 259th ahd 260th CT's had attacked, meahwhile, to the southeast » . !
through the 1l4th Armored at 200600. Ra, iﬁ: progress' was made during the I
first day, with the Periodic Report for 202400 April stating that. the 259th
Infantry.was in the process of clearing NEUMARKT. The 260th attacking on
the Divisionts laft flank, swiftly overran many populated localities up to
~the Line TRAUTMANNSHOFEN (7789)-LAUTERHOVEN €8092) prior to 2400 on D~Daye. |

Thesa were characteristie of the king of tough local actions which the
Divislon was %o meet all the .way to the DANUBE R. The prophesidd last
ditch stgnd never materiaslized in the Redoubt Area, but stubborn pockets of
enemy troops, with whatever equipment they could muster, made it a tough

battle zone.
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Durlng this operation, t8 ‘,nﬁry Division opewated on the

holeft (morth) flank of the XX Gorps,. the 85th Division on. the right{south)

 flank. The 80th Division was in Cerps Reserve. Throughout the advance
7 %0 REGENSBURG, the. 65th Division operated slightly in front df the 7lst

'"‘Bivisioﬁ+ Thls resulted Irom the fact that the parallel gones of operat- .

© lom for these divisiens ran southeastward while the phase lines which
waﬁe set as objectives ran move nearly north-south. Therefore, in order
. 'bo/etbtain its phase Iines, the 65th was génerally spearheading the-
attack in this area. To the. south of the 65th Division, a number of
unita -were given zones which took off from the northwest-southeast fight
boundary of the . XX Corps (65th‘Divisidn) zone, and headed due southward
to elear a wedge of territory between the southeastwafdly moving Third
Army and the southward moving Seventh Army, which was on the right flank
¢f the Third Army. Therefore, during this operation the 65th Division,
formed the southern flank Division for the entire Third Army.

The attack southeastward on the 213t continued much as on the pro-
ceding day'. Rapid advances were. reported in most sectors with spor-
adic resistance from enemy pockets, By 212400 the Divisionts front had
reached the.line OB BUCHFELD (7779)-WIESENACKER (8283) in the 259th"
sector, and KASTL (8693)~PROYSDORF (8585) in the 260th. But the -3d Bn,
259th, was, at the close of the period, meeting tough opposition on the
southern half of NEUMARKT, in which a surprising amount of enemy opposit-
ion had developed. During ‘the 2lst, the town was once more considered
to be practically freed of the enemy, then late in the period a/strong

. enemy - defensive position was set up around a lumber yard at the south-~.
ern outskirts of the eity. :

The first. massaﬂe in tEﬁ journal fi 1le on NEUMARKT, dated, 201700,
states that thé 3d Bn, 259th, - entered the clty from the north, recelv- -
ing sfio enemy resistanca, although encountering same artlillery fire. As ,
patrols from GCofs “I® and "K®™ reached the town, at 1750, some mortar or
-minenwerfer fire was.reported along with a small amount of burp gun and
rifle fire.  The shooting was characterized as "intermitteni” and "bimfd".
At this -time, Cog "AM and "g% gbre operating patrols along a line which
consdderdhg the direction of she zone, was "abreast" of 3d Bn patrols at
NEUMARKT. At 202000 April, %he .front line.of the 259th Infantry ran
nertheast from'the upper third of NEUMARKT through LABERSRICHT (7284)
to PFEFFERSHOFEN (7587). At the close of the perlod the enemy artlllery
fire wa 8 rsporﬁed as_very &ctive in the city. : _ .

on the follewing day, clearing @f NEHMARE@ gontinued slowly- during
‘the first m rt:of the period despite the addition of .tanks from GCo M™aY,"
748th Tk Bn. The 3d Bn ¢P had moved te a poink {705836), immediately .
to the north of the clty. By 1045, Air OP's répbrted two friendly tanks
in the center o¢f NEUMARKT, with the infantrymen converging towards the
‘eenter from th¢ notth. Around noon the 1lst Bn, 258th; advanced to take
high ground to:the northeast of the cityw%mn the vicinlty of SCHATHOF
~ (7283). At.211800, the lst Bn changed pdsitions with the 2d Bn to go
into regimental reserve. At this time, approximately 1/2 of the city
was. taken, as -dos M"I" and "KY Woved on the left and right flanks réspedb-
ively through the city, with "L" Co in reserve, whilé Co "B" held high
-ground north@ast and east of the city, .and was nioving south and west to.
get -behind theicity and thus trap the estimateéd Bn of enemy. which were
in NEUMARKT. At 211900 April the position inside NEUMARKT was little
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 GRangeEd, WHILE Cos ¥A", "BW%an@

A _ 7 g "ot ”thw were grouped in a semi-
circle extending from. LAHR (7380), two miles southeast of NEUMARKT to ,
SCHATHOF, and equal distance to the northeast.

There was little change in p031tions during 22 April. 'The 259th
was ordered at 1930 to burn down the lumber yard which harbored the

. enemy even 1f it meant a night attaok. At this time, the resistance

was reported to come from about 100 “Germens plus a hseavy concentration
.of. Mortars, SP guns, machine guns and artillery fire. Although the 34
Bn used Mortars on the enemy they did not prove successful. Rubble made
it impossible for tank destroyers to reach the area., The firing of the
yard during the night, however, forced the enemy to retreat, and by the
next morning the 3d Bn was fighting south of the city. Meanwhile the-
261st which had been ordered.to follow in the zone of the 259th, moved
into NEUMARKT to carry out final mopping up operations, ‘

Tactically, there was little of interest in the NEUMARKT fight.
It simply represented how a well-intrenched enemy could hold up our
advance., After NEUMARKT, however, the 65th Division moved swiftly to
the banks of the DANUBE, following the 43rd Cavalry Group which was |
pessed through the Division during 22 April The misslon of the 43rad
was to travel southéstward to the DANUBE, by-passing enemy reslstance,
to seize and hold fording sites for the g5th- Division..

s
In*general, this perilod was-charaoterized by swift advances’ against
moderate and scattered enemy resistance. By the use of phase lines as
temporarz restraining lines, the rate of advance was adjusted.soc asg to
place both the 65th and 7lst Infantry Divisions on the north ‘bank of the
DANUBE simultaneously.

. .0n 23 April, the 261st was given a segment of the ?59th zone on
its right (south) flank. Through this corridor, the 261st swiftly ad-
vanced to positilons ghead of the 259th, after pinching out this la tter
organization in the viecinity of BERAWZHAUSEN (9763)+  The 261st then ad=-
vanced beside the 260th in what had been the 259th's zone, while the

259th trailed the 261st in Division Reserve.

~

At 242400 the front line ran from WALDORF (0147) northeast to
HAUGENRIED (0553) in the 261st zone, from KOHLSTADT (0751) southeast
‘to BERGMATTUNG (1049), and northeast to the confluence of the NAAB and
DANUBE RIVERS in. the.zone of the 260th. ' The 260th and 261st moved into
forward assembly areas, and made preparations to cross the DANUBE at
260200, while the 3d Bn, 259th, protected the Division right (south)-
flank from PAINTEN {9852) to KELHEIM (0344). The rest.of the 259th re-
mained in the vicinity of BERATZHAUSEN, and made preparations to move
to a forward stagling area to cross the river in the zone of the 26lst.
The 65th Ren Tr, was given the job of protecting the same flank from
HEMAU (9558) back as far as NEUMARKT (7182). .

. Field Order No 5, dated 241900 April, gives the general Dlan for
the erossing of the DANUBE and the entry into- ‘REGENSBURG by way of the
back door. The 260th and 261st were to attack abreast, the 260th on the
left flank of the Division, the 26lst on the right, The first objective

was the seizing of phase line A. The area inglosed by phase line A would

- 11 -
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kﬂfﬁ&ﬁ a limited bridgehead e’ Thi f@déh,of the rﬁg;,

zories {that 1s, where the two somnes abutted) For the 261 a¥¥ ,
_ eircular. phase line 'touched ths River bélow: ALXOFEN (1043), swung south’
of LENGFELD (1244), and north to ABBACH (L546), ABBACH formed the place
. gt which the boundary between the: regimental zones resched the river.
Finelly, this same town marked the southern point For phase line A in
the 260th zone, from which 1t swung sharply north, west of GRASSEFING
(1548), until it met the DANUBE gt {140503). The regiments were to re-
group on phase line A, then strilfe out for a-second gemi-cirecle which
was inscribed on a larger radius around the other. This second semi-
“eircle, phase line B, from its southern to its northsrn extremities at
. the River, ran as follows: Frofi a point opposite KELEBIMWINZER (0643),
~ southeast to a point Jjust south of TEUGN. {1341), then hdrtheast to run
. east of PEISTING (1844) through SEEDORF  (1847), nhorthwest through HOHEN-
GEBRACHING (1749), with the northermost termimation at PENTLING (1551).
Prom this phase line. B the reglments were to cappure obJeotive c, whichk/

- was REGFNSBURG (1855) itself,

The agsault was to be a surprise atback., ‘While Corps engineers,

the 206th Engr C Group construoted a class 40 tresadway bridge, the
. 265th Engr C Bn was %o ferry the agsault waves across the swiftly .

flowing River. Div Arty was. instructed not to fire until the enemy had
discovered. the crossing. The 65th Reh 'Tr was to move Its territor
slightly, so as to protect the right (south) flank.of the Diviasi from
KELHEIN (0844) on the morth bank of $he River, north to HAMBERG (9655),
The 259th, meanwhlle, was to be prepared to cross the DANUBE on Division
_ aorder, and to phss through the 261st in order to protect the right (south)
flank of the Divis*on'on the REGEHSBURG Side offthe river.

At 251600 April, Fleld order No © was expanded 'slightly by Oper-
ations Instructions No 34. This" Operations Instructions defined the
role which other units, nelighboring to the 65th would play in the oper-
ation. . Firstly, the 71lst Infantry Divislion would attack REGENSBURG from
its loecation to the east of the city with a force not to exceed one RCT,
in an operation which was similar to that of the 65th Division's RCT!s.
The 71lst would also furnish additional fire power for the crossing. Once
" the 65th had crossed, the 13th Armored Division was to pass through the.
Division, having priority oh all roads; the 80th Infantry Division was
to follow the 1&th Armored. The 65th would,  then, go:into Gorps Reserve
in the vicinity of REGENSBURG, with the southern boundary of,6 its zone,
separating the 65th from,the BDth's zone. This line ran along the
southern half of the 261lst segnient of phase line B until a point’ south~
east of PRISING was reached. Then veered northeast and cast through ™
?QLKERING (2246) to a point between KOFERING (2647) and ALTEGLOFSHFIM
- {2745).

The attack got underway at 268000 April according to the plan laig
down in Fleld oOpder N& § and Operatlons Instructions No 34.. The 260th
Regiment crossed with the 2d& and 34 an abreast, followed by the 1lst Bn
in the zone of the 2d. . A

¢ .
For the 261st, on the right flank of the 260th, it was the lst and
© 34 Bns which made the assallt crossing, and the 24 Bn'which followed in
the zons of the 3d Bn. The 260th ran into very light resistance reaching
the opposite sho re, which stiffened, however, as D-Day advanced. MWean-
while, in the 261st sector, the enemy wa s waiting on the bank, and a .83tiff
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battle developed at and. jua'ffvof"”““<“}“%x .“gisites.Atuh”

. . - The battle progress ﬂﬁs reported by air OP's, which made a contimu~
ous circle between the bat¥lefield and the CP,' to drop the: information
necegsary for command purposes. A series of nessages from these air -
OP's, plus less frequent communications from the Regiménta participating
4dn the battle, indiecated that the bridgehead for the southern bank of
the DANURE west of REGENSBURG was initiated from crossings made as far
downstream as SINZING (1452) to a point upstream at (103447), slightly -
southwest of KAPFELBERG. Most of the landings, hbm@ver, were made ﬁ@
further downstrésam that a point to the northedst of MATTING(1249). %
These latter troops are the first to be mentioned in theﬁ,éssages, which
. stated that, immediately mpon landing, the doughboys mmve& southwest

along the riven road, to.take MATTING about 1100.. 'Meanwhilé, @fhers, -
erossing further upstream, captured OBERNDORF .(1347) and by 1200, the -
Division held a bridgehead comprising the thumbnail of &k nd between MAP
TING and OBERNDORF, where the DANURE makes a herseshoeﬂﬁend& From this
bridgehead, the 260th pushed sastward to take GRASSLFI“@ (la ), and
place patrols in NIEDER (1648) by 1445, By 1615, the 2d and 3&-Bpns,- _
260th, had reached phase line B at GEBRACHING: (1749), while the lst Bn,
half way to B, diverted two Co's &outhward to.aid the 26lst in the taking
" of ABBACH (1546). At the close of the period the 260th was running

into increased opposition. : , - A » s

P

The 261st met tough oppositien on the river bank in its aeﬁbor, S0
that, at the clos¢ of D=Day the 261lst had moved from
the south bank of the DANUBE onrly as-far east to take LENGPELD (1244)
against bitter enemy opposition. By 2400, D~ Day, both the lst and 3rd
Bns had reached phase line A4, while the 2nd Bn was driving northeasgt-
wardly towards ABBACH (1546). At the close of the period, two Co's
from the 1lst Bn, 260%th, were driving from the north towards the high
ground southeast of &BBACH, as the 2nd Bh, 26lst, pushed. towards-the
obJective from the south. The 260th was ordered to proceed to6 objective
. C, REGENSBURG, without waiting for the ABBACH pocket to clear up in tha

261lat zone,

By 2400, D-Day the 2nd Bn and elements of” the lst Bn, 259th Infantry”

had crossed the river in the zone of the 26lst. They had protected the
Divisiont's right .{south) flank until being ordered to move to a Forward -
assembly area at 0730. The g¢rossing was initiated at 1BOO, when theé '
259th was ordered to take over 26lst positions in LENGFELD and fah.

“out’ south of this village to continme to protect the Divisionts right
.flank on the REGENSBURG side of the river, while the 2nd Bn went intd
Division Reserve near GRASSLFING, The 65th Ren Tr was. similarly relieved
of ltsassigmment to the protection of the Division right flank, and

was ordered to maintain llaison between forward elements of the 261lst,

and rear elements of the 259th.

Durina the entlre period ‘of D-Day, the piv Arty, the 808th TD Bn,
and the 94th Chemical- Bn, together with a number of missions from Third
Army's tactical air force, fired a semi-circle.of towns beyond the
bridgehead positions, as well a4s certain designated targets. Explosions
-in a number of the towns indicated that the enemy had used the hamlets -

as gasoline and ammurri ton dumps.
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o' Meanwhile, at 2100, the ; dwas bridge wes in opergtion
" t0 replace the rafts whi¥h had been ferrying Pivision-vehicles. One of.
the most diffilecult .parts of the DANUBE crossing was the maintenance of
a road net to this bridge, since inddequate dirt roads, which had to be
,auﬁmented by overland drlving, were bogged down under s continuous D- Day =
“rain. . .

L “on 27 April REGENSBUHG was surrendered to the 65th Infantry Division;
Although fighting continued in the bridgehead during the early morning,

resistance hgd all but collapsed by mid-morning and at 1030, ‘a retired

German Geéneral formally.turned over the cathedral city to General John

T+ Copoeland, Assistant Division Commander, and Golonel Frank Dunkley, .

260th Cormending Officer. It was surrendered after the regular Army g

Gommandar hag ‘fled’ REGENSBURG at 270400». , _ Co

St action of the day was a COmbined imfanury, tank and
, ] assanlt on ABBACH by the lst Bh, 260th and elements of .
the 748th Tk Bn, 808tk TD Bn, The overwhelming welght of the attack
overran the town by 0700, when the highway ranndng along the"DANUBE
between the zones oﬂttho 260th. and 26last was openéd,

After the .surrender of RFGEFSBURG was announced, the 261st was K
motorized with a . -company of TD's in the viecinity of ABBACH, ahd rode i
towards the.city. The regiment was stoppsd, however, before entering g
REGENSBURG, and glven the mission of proteeting the Division ared to o
the south of the city as far as the southern Division boundary which )
was to separatd the 65tlr from the 80th Division. The 259th completed
its crossing, and continued to protect the right flank of the Divislon: )
wlith 1ts 2nd Bn while the 3rd reoverted from Division Reserve to the - I
- control of the 259th Commanding Officer For the job of protecting gross~
ing sites. The 1lst Bn, 259th was attached to the 261st. ,

The clty of REGENSBURG 'ftgelf was completely ynder the control of
the 260th by l4b0. At the close of the. period, this regiment was maine’
taining a police of the city. -

‘ ‘For three days, the 65th went into a period of guard duty, of

minér patroling, and finally, set up & training and rehabilitation perio@g
while elements of the 80th Division, the 3rd. Cavalry Group and the 15th '
Armored. Division‘passed through the 65th area on 28 April., .

\...,..-::;'.:.{L' i e o e o A Bt e

A% the month's end, -the 65th Division was firmly. established on .. . .
the-dide of thé! DANUBE closest to AUSTRIA and reqdy to move towards -. ¥ % ..
. this aegment of the Greater Releh.on the first day of the new month, R

C Gm2 reports for this period abound in accounts of small eounter-
attacks throughbut the zone of operations. The terralin was very
favorable for small holding actlons, usually centered around a couple of ,
tanks or a single artillery fleld piece. But the ‘action was of such a T
seattered nature that there was never any doubt aBout the fact that the
mass of the Gormans were 4n full retreat, and that their retreat was that
of 4 large number of small unlts, rather than a withdrawal based on . , ;
large overall planning. The NEUMARKT holding operations were certainly ‘
the best organiged during the period, .while the fighting around ABBACH -
AND LENGFELD re¥ealed the rudiments of organized resistance. 'But it i
‘collapsed very rapidly once the power of a comblned task foree was
applmed to 1t. j oo :
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The best indication of the enemy*s deeires Are, Once again,.
the PW statistics, which reveal that 7, 264 Wehrmachers went through
Division cages from 19 April until the end of the monthe. -

. Naturally, these holding actions took their toll of Division per-
sonnel. . Again, the figures are not large, but it is to be expected -
that the average daily casualties will be greater for this perlod then -
either of the preceding ones.

)

Wounded KIA MIA

officers. Iz - . % .0 L
Enlisted Men 197 4 53 . 9

Note: TThis figure represents new MIA'S during this period

g only. Actually, some of thls total reported back
to thelr outfits, while others went into other cat-
‘egories.  The figure is intended only to furnish an
1dea of the MIA's for the period under consideration.

CONGLUSION: K

A review of the operations for the month of April leaves the over-
all impression of & defeated and scattered enemy. being rapidly overrun

by the superior welght, numbers, eguipment and. organization of oﬁr forces.

The last time that the Wehrmacht was able to put up any long and sus~
tairied opposition ‘against the 65th Infantyy Division was at the Sleg~-
fried Line. After thé Division had breached his border defenses inh the
middle of March he could. turn, and make short delaying actions - which
were, 1n some sectors, extremely well conceived consldering the forces
at his disposal, and all too frequently caused Division blood to flow.
" But these holding operations were never more than the temporary ex-
pedients of the dlehards. They were always shattered and always at far
greater- cost to the enemy than to ourselves. ~

The fighting, then, was sporadic. Day’ after day, squads, or
platoons, or companies, sdmetimes battallons, and veéry infreguently, a
combined task force,. would be thrown against the remnants, of the Wehr-
macht. All of these skirmishes required Pivision attention, Division
Gommand, and Division resources. However, only the crossing of the
'DANUBE can be said to represent a single operation in which every unit
of the 65th played an integral part. )

For the resu, it may be sald that suecess of the operations during
the month of April were as much résponsible to the overcoming of tremen-
dous logistic difflculties as ‘to tactical considerations. The constant
movement of the organization, with its resultant demands on transport-
ation, as well as the lengthening of supply lines, presented some of the
ma jor problems of the montht's operations. Their solution kent the 65th
Infantry Division offensive rolling through GERMANY .

S. E. RENHART,
Major General, U. S. Army,

Commandinge
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BEADQUARTERS 65T TINFAT'TRY DIVISTION

TXXXXXXAXXXXX XX : APQ 200, US Army

x _,B:i-&d%i&gL?P x 5 July 1945
xAuth: 0G,.58th.Inf Div X
xInite X
xDate: 1y 1915 x

XXXXXXIXXXXXX XX
Subject: Operations
To : (CG, 65th Infantry Division, APO 200, U., S. Army.

1 April 1945

CP: FATISNBACH (2846) GERMANY

After Action Swmary: Div moved into assembly areas and made prep-
aratlons to attack through 3rd Cav Gp across FULDA R at OZ0600B.

259th Inf: Atchd: 837th FA Bn, one Plat Co ™A', 265th Tngr (C) Bn,
one ¥ T Co, two Plato Lt Tk Co, 749Lh Tk Bn, one Co 691lst TD Bn,

Co "A", 365th ¥ed Bn.

Moved into assemﬁly area W of HERSEFEID (3854) and made prevarations
for attack 0203008.

260th Inf: Atchd: 888th FA Bn, one Plat Co "B", 265th ZEncy Bn, one
¥ Tk Co, one Lt Tk Co ( -two Plats), 749th Tk Rn, one Co 691st TD Bn,
CO ) "B" erth Ited Bno

2nd Bn into assembly area Vic NAVSIS (2565) and made preparations for
attack. ord Bn, Div Res, Vic RENGSHAVSEN (R2689).

2561st Inf: Atchd to 6th Armd Div. Atchd: 889th FA Bn, Co "g", 8lsit
¢ril BN, Go "¢", 691lst TD Bn, -one Plat Co "g¢", 265th Tngr (C) Bn.

Div Arty: Moved into assembly areas Vic ERSRODW {3065).

65th Ren Tr Detchd from 2861lst Inf and moved to assembly area Vic

"BRSRODE (3060) Div Res.

. 2 April 1945
CP: WATTENBACH (2846) GERNMANYT.

After Action Surmary: Div attacked 020600 crossed FULDA R and con-
Tinued attacit to the N against scattered Znemy resistance. Numerous
towns and populated loccl¢tles were casbursd. Attack continued
throughout the ® riod. At clos~ of period, units had passsd SONTRA
and wvere continv:ng attack to the ® making rapid progress.

-

259th Inf: (Atchd: See 1 April (excent 8387th FA Bn Detachad)).
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Attacked 020600 in column of Bns wlth 3rd Bn Leading. Crossed FULDA
R 0650 and captured towns /of BAUMBACH (3571), BRAACH (3769), ROTEN-
BURG (4068) and continued'advance to NE making rapid progress against - A
. seattered enemy resistance. Town of "BERRA (4465) cleared by elements @
‘moving in rear of assault Bn., Bridge captured intact at BRAACH which E
‘| 18 being used for-all Div traffic except Tks. At close of perlod end .

2 and 3rd Bn in Vic SONTRA (5576).

¢

SGOth Infs’ (Atchd~ See 1 April (except 868 FA Bn Detchd))

Attacked 020600 crossed FULDA R and captured towns of .HEINEBAGH )

(3574), RRGERSHAUSEN {3771), ALIMOWSCHEN (3276). Bridgs captured

intact &t%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁ”(3275). At close of period Adv units had passed

through 1insLANDEFELD (3876), NAUSLS. (o778), HERLFFELD (4078), 3rd {
. Ba (Div Res; Vic WICHTE (3073).. - J

2olst Inf: Atchd to Sth Armd Div. (Atchd: See 1 April) ' B

" Div _Arty: Continued Ren routes of advance and flanks by Alr OP!s. PR
Arty iR close support of Inf units accomplished rapld displacements ;
and aided: by transporting Inf Trs. At close of period all Div Arty )
‘had crossed FULDA R. ‘ *

65tH Ren Tre Crossed FULDA R and passed through elements of- °§S%h Inf !
To screen advance of Div at olose of period. Elements passing SONTRA .
(5576) made rapid progress. '

- 265th Engr C BN: ﬁepaired captured bridge at BRAACH To take 20 ton
. Loads. A : :

3 Aprll 1945

' QP - ERSRODE (3065) GERMANY,

‘After Action Summary: Div continued advance in zone occupying many
towns and populated places. Rapid progress made against scattered
enenly resistance. Elements of 2nd and 3rd Bns, 259th Inf, across
WERRA R. Advance in progress throughout the period-and DlV now in
position to continue attack to the E. :

i k8 o+ it e+ 4

259th Inf: (Atchd See 2 April).

. Continued advance to the E occupying the towns of LUDERBACH (6777)
NETRA (6479), RITTMANNSHAUSEN (6779), IFTA (7176), SCHERRDA (7579),
FALKEN(7782), CREUZBURG)(7575). Elements of 2nd and 3rd Bns crossed

~the WERRA R and occupled the high ground to the E thereof. Good
progress made against scattered enemy resistance. :

£260th.Inf: (Atchd: see 2 April). ‘ : : -

Contimied advance to the E.oeceupying the towns of ROHDRA (6280), . |
MITTERODE (5381), BISELHAUSEN (5384) and other populated localities., ‘

Rapld progress made against very slight enemy resistance.. At end of S
period regrouping forces awalted the passage of the 6th Armd Div on Cog
.roads before contintiing the Adv in zone. : 4

261st Inf: (Atchd to 6th Armd Div (Atchd: see 1 April)).




piv Arty: Arty in close support of Inf units by rapid displacement.
Continued to support Inf Trs. _ .

65th Ren Tr: Continued to screen movement of Di§ and reconnoitered
routes in zone of advance. One Plat searched woods for enemy along
'the'MSR. : ’ - ' -

* 265th Engr C Bn:  Balley bridge completed at BRIETENBACH (4363)
O3IZ00. c o

: 4 April 1945 -
&P: BERNEBURG {5075) GERNANY .

After Action Summary- Div relieved Atchmt XX Corps; Assigned VIII
Eobﬁe T030. Div combinued ad¥vance in new zone occupylng-many towns
and populated localities. The only obétacle to the. advance was the
éth Armd Div, Preparations completed 50 aecupy line running from
MUHLHAUSEN (9094) to LANCENSALZA (0483) and regroup forces before -
continuing the adVan on Corps orderw ,

.259th Inf: (See 2~4pril (except 1 Co 691st TD Bn Detchd)).

Continued advance to the E capturing the towns of MIHIA (8278), NAZZA
(8282), KAMMERFORST (8883) and other populated localities. Good pro- -«
gress made against acattered Enemy resistance. A bridge was captured
gt NAZZA capable of carrying 2-1/2 ton'® trucks. :

BﬁBth Inf: (Atchd: see 2 April {except 1’ Co 6913t TD Bn Detohd))

Initially held up by movement of 6th Armd Div. -Comilswed advance.to
the B followihg closely behind the 6th Armd Div and Agmpied. the  teown,

?f W&?FRIED (7089), ‘TREFFURT (7484), DIEDDRF (7889), and &ﬁ.BURSCHLA
7084).

_961st Inf: .Abohd: 869th FA Bn, 1 Plat Co "c", 265th Engr ¢ Bn, Co !
T, 365%h Med Bn. - S R 5

Rélieved from attachment 6th Armd Div 041200. Assembled troops as
follows: 1lst Bn. Vic BROSSENGOTTER (9887), 2nd Bn Vic WANFRIED ‘(7090)
3rd Bn Vic EIGENNEDEN (8193).. Remainder of Regt Vic ESCHWEGE .(6290).
Given the mission of protecting the Div left flank, guarding warehouse
at ESCHWEGE (6290) and enemy class V supply dump Vic HEYERODE (8088).
2nd Bn liberated 400 British officer prisoners at LENGENFELD (7595)
041700,

Div Arty: "Arty in close support of Inf units by 1"eaplél displacement.
continned to transport inf Trs.

65th Ren Tr: Continued to screen movement of Div and reconnoitered
routes 1n zone of advance.

265th Engr ¢ Bn: Constructing Bailey bridge at TREFFE?Ti%o be
completed 051400. . ° ' o

5-6 April 1945
NOTE: From 56 A pril until Turther note, all operations are for
period, 1200 one day untﬁl 1200 the following day. :

CP's: BERNEBURG (5075) GERMANY. And-TREFFURT (7586) GERMANY.

29

[V US|




i
{

. \\ \i.:z i’)‘ “

a3

After Action Summary: DIV conti agbance in zorie and occupied
restraining line MUHLHAUSEN - LANCENSALZA as ordered. Advance made
agalnst slight resistance except Vic LANCENSALZA where-resistance was
fairly heavy. Regrouping of Torces and mopping up continued in prep-
aration to beginning new mission. Aggressive patrolling to the front
and flanks in progreéss. B ,

259th Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat Co "A"™, 265tRF Engr C Bn, 1 ¥ Tk Co, 2 Plat
Kt 7k co, 2 Plats M Tk Co, 749th Tk Bn,"Co "A", 365th Med Bn, Co ™
Q3rd Cml Bn. .

Continued advance to the E eapturing the towns of MULVERSTEDT.(948$),
FLARCHEIN (9284), UFHOVEN(O0281), LANCWNSALZA (0483) and other -
populated pl-ces. Resistance at LANCENSALZA was fairly heavy; over
300 PW's were captured. Mopping up continued throughout the period.
Regt occupled position on line MUBLEAUSEN - LANCENSALZA In zone as
ordered, '

260th Inf: (Atchd: see 4 April).

Continued advance to the B occupylng the towns of PFAFFERODE {8693),
‘OBERDORIA (8888), MUHLHAUSEN: (9094) and other populated localities.
Advance was held up dde to use of roads by 6th Armd Div, Regt ful-
filled mission and ogecupled portion of restraining line MUHEHAUSEN -

-

LANCENSALZA in zone. - ’ y

. . e
26tst Inft Atchd: 1 plat Co ®C", 265th Engr C Bn, Go "¢, 365th
Med Bn, Co "D", and 1 Plat Co "C", 707th Tk Bn {aAtchd 081100).

Regt continued to assemble troops in preparation .to become Div Res.
lst Bn finally assembled Vic SCHLOTHIEM (0498), 2nd Bn Vic WAVWFRIWD
(7090), 3rd Bn Vic EIGENWRILER (8193). Rent continued to protect
left flank of .Div. Aggressive patrolling in progress, Stiff resist-
ance Vic GEISMAR (7095). Established road blocks on roads leading
into Div zone along left boundary. '

Div Arti: Arty in,clOSe support of Inf units by rapid displacement,
‘Continued to transport Inf Trs.

65th Ren Tr: Continued to screen movement of D1v arid reconnoiletered
routes in zone of advance.. Asslsted in capture of LANCENSALZA. Pro-
tected right flank of Div. :

A

S 6-7 April 1945 o
QE: TREFFURT . (7585) GERMANY

After Action Summary: Dlv continued to occupy restraining line.
Aggressive pabtrolling to the front and flanks. Mopping up continued
throughout the period. Enemy counterattack on Div left (X) fiank at
STRUTH (7984) with Tiger Tanks and Infantry being repulsed at close
of périlod. -

259th Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat Co "AM, 265th BEngr C Bn, Co "A", 365th
Med Bn, Co "a", 93rd Cml Bn. ; :
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Oceupied restraining line MNUHLHAUSEN - LANCENSALZA in.zone. Aggressive

- patrols 'to the. front -and flanks. Mopping up continued throughout the ‘
period. Town of ALTENGOTTERYN (9989) cleared. 3rd Bn (Mtz) sent to aid
in repulsing enemy counterattack Vie STRUTH (7984). Preparations made
for relief of units by units of 76th Inf Div, .

260th Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat Co "B", 265th Engr C Bn, Co "B", 365th ¥ed Bn

Occupled portion of restraining line MUHLHAUSEN - LANCENSALZA in zone.
Active patrolling to the front and flanks. Mopping up in sector con-
tinued. "B" and "L" Cos assisted in Pepulsing enemy. counterattack

Vic STRUTH (7984).
261st Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat Co "', 265th Engr C Bn, Co "C", 365th Med Bn

Maintained defensive position in zone and protected Div left () flank.
1st and 3»d Bns in process of repulsing snemy counterattack Vic STRUTH
(7984) at end of period. Enemy attacked with tanks and infantry. At
close. of period enemy gounterattack under control and town of STRUTH

recaptured.

Div Arty: Arty fired in close support of Inf Trs on enemy counter-
attack %ic STRUTH (7984) .. Vs

691st TD Bn (T): Relleved from attachment 061200 Apr 45.

808th TD Bn (Sp): Co "B" engaged in repulsing counterattack Vic
STRUTH : . .

-

65th Ren Tr: Reconnoltered to front and &long right flank. WMaintain-
ed contact with 89th Inf Div on Div right (8) flank.

Y

' 7-8 Aprill 1948

CP: TREFFURT (7585) GERMANY.

After Action Summary: Div occupied positions on restraining line
WUNEHAUSEN - LANCENSALZA. Aggressive patrolling and mopping up con-

- tinued. Enemy counterattack on Div Left (N) flank repulsed with heavy
casualties to enemy in personnel and equipment. Preparations made. for
relief off units by 76th Inf Div. Plans made znd movement begun to

new assembly area (080700. :

259th Inf: (less 3rd Bn). (Atchd: see 6-7 April).

Occupied portion of restraining line WUULHAUS“W - TANCEMNSALZA in zone.
Mopping up continued during period. Forces rejrouped and preparations
made for relief of units, bv units of 76th Inf DlV. Began movement to
new assembly area Vié DIPPACH (6260) 080700 April. 3rd Bn Atchd %o
261lst Inf.

260th Inf: (Atchd: see 6-7 April).

- 5 -
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_Qgenpied porbiam, of restraining lime MBHE :ﬂg@ JIANGENSALZA in zome,
- Continued $o mép up sector and patrol to the ont and flanks. Pro-
pared for.relief of units by units of 76th Inf Div @nd msvamsqgwto ngg%

aagemhlyaa&ﬁa-ﬁia Mﬁ&&gﬂﬂﬁﬁ§m§&@%*

Atchd: 1 Plat Go "G", 265th Engr G Bn, Go "', 365th Med
; 748th Tk Bn, 3rd Bn, 258th Inf. _ .

-~Maimtained defense . of zone and. portected Div left (R) flank, . Repulsed
enemy gounterattack Vie STRUTH (7984). Enemy attscked with egtimated
1,00 TAf and 16 Tiger Tanks, 11 enepmy tanks and’t SP Gun knocked out,
5253 énemy killed dnd 500 captured. Towns of STRUTH and DORNA- (2398) °
recaptured and the town of EFFELDER (7B96) oceupied. ¥At close of
- perlod units making preparations to be relieved by 417th Inf and then

move to new agsembly area Vie KATHERINENBURGEE @?690).

8-9 April 1945
i TREEFERT (?585) GEHMEHY anﬁ»BE&K& fﬁﬁﬁﬁé%ﬁﬁﬁgayY

Afteﬁ‘Action Summa%% Div. continued regrouping of forces and moVe to
new agsembly area

the period. Units began rehablilitation and training program Afpon :
arrival ln new area in preparation for future'operations. Reljief of .
units by 76th Inf DPiv and move to new area sﬁill in progress at closer
of perlod. . N v

259th Inf' (Less 3rd Bn)‘ Atchd: sbe 6-7 April).

Ccntinued regrouping of forces and movement to new assembly area Vic
DIPPACE (6260). Completely closed in new area 082000 Apr. Began train-
ing and maintenance of equipment. : : ‘ -

. .260%h I (Atchd- doe 6-7 April)

@@ﬁﬁinued reg?mu ing&of forces and move to new: &Eﬁﬁmbly araa e
SURL (7360). ALl units co?p&etely closed 090300 Apr. Began re-
habilitat;on and maintenance o equipment. A

261st Inf: [Atchd: ~ see 7—8 April).,
.Maintalned defense of zone and continued moﬁping up in sector. Units
begin relieved by 417th Inf. Began move té new asgsembly area Vie
KATHERINENBURGER (7690) « o '

. "Div Arty: 807tn and 868th FA Bns closed. into new %fuembly afea Vic
LAUCERODEY (6968). ' Training and malntenancaﬁaf aqtlpment be Zun,
Assisted move of- Div by transportlna Inf Trss -

808 TD Bn (SP): MA", "B" and Yg" (-):. Gompanieq moved %to new
assembly area Vic GhRSTUNG:F (6465) and performed. maintenance. 3rd
Plat "o" Co remained with 3rd Bn, 259th Inf. f

i

¢ BERKA (6362): Mopping up in progress thraughout i
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65th Ren Trg Gompleted move to new assembly area ‘Vlc BERKA (6360)
Began training and maintenance of equipment..

. 265th Bngr C Bn' (=) Closed into new assenbly area Vic BWRKA (6352) .

’

10-11 April 1945

After Actlon Summanl, Div.completely closed into assembly area 101500 -

Apr. Bearch of area completed for enemy. - 2560th Inf advanced'in ,
assigned zone mopping up enemy.lurking therein.. Rehabilitation, train—
ing and maintenance of arms and equlpment continued.,’ Prepajatlions
begun to move to mew assembly areea- beginning lllBOQ ?pr‘ )

259th Inf: (Atchd: Co "A", 93rd ¢ml Bn, 1 Plat; @o'"A", 265th Engr
BA, 0o "A" 365th Med Bn, Co "&", 808th TD Bn, 867th FA Bn.).

Continued rehabilitatlion, . training and malntenance. Completed search
of area for remaininv enemy. ' ’

f

Atchd Co “Bu 565th Med Bn, 85th Ren T,

;zﬁﬂxmwﬁ )
/

Continued mopping up . of assigned area wlth- two Bns abrest making :
thorough gearech of woods and’ ‘buildings to kill or capture énemy lurk-
ing- therein, : ‘ .

261sh Infs Atchd' Co “C" 365th Med Bn, 1 plat Co ngr, 265th\Engr Bn,

", B08th TD Bn, 869th FA Ba.

Completely closed assembly area ‘101500 Apr. Contlinued tpéining program

and‘maintenance of equipment. Gmmpleted search of area~for enemy.

- 808%h gB Bn: - Constructed Class II bridge at GEWSTUNGnN (6465), made
reconnaissance and performed maintenance on arms and equipment, <

68th Ren Tre. | Atchd‘ 260th Inf. Assisted 260th Inf in’ searching woods
and buildings in assigned zone. : B A

¥ < 11-12 April 1945

BERKA {6&82} GE&MAH! and’ WALTERSﬂAUSEH (98§%} GEHMANW

After Action ummaqz“ Div continued rehabilitatlon,ftraining ‘and:
gnance of arms and equipment. Began move to new assembly area
 Vic WALTERSHANSEN {9B59) 111300. Units enroute at close of ‘period.
. 260th Inf advanced in assigned zone - mopnang up remaining enemy
lurking therain..

259th Inf: ;(Atehd:_ gee 10-11 April).

Began move to new assembly area 111300, Completely closed new assembiy:
area Vie FRIEDRICHRODA (9954). . ~

" 4
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.260%h Inf; (Abchd: see 1

Continued mopping up in assigned zone, searching woods and buildings
for enemy lurking therein. g

261st Inf: (Atchd: see lO—ll April)

Departed for new assenbly area Vic CATTERFELD (0352) 120700. Enroute 3
at ‘elose of period. - ~ ,

Div Arty: [Less 867th and 868th FA Bns). Departed for new area Vie
SCHONAU (0455) 120700. BEnroute at close of perlod. Asslisted move of
Div by transporting Inf Trs.

265th Engr C Bn: Began move to new assembly area 120900. Enroute at
close of period. e . .

12-13 April 1945

¢P: WALTERSHAUSEN (9859) GERMANY,'

After Aétion Summary: Continued rehabilitation training and ma?htenance !
of equipment. ALl units completely closed present assembly aréa

121600+ -Plans made to displace forward to next assembly area beginning
131200. 259th Inf 1h process of relleving 260th Inf mopping up

assligned zome. Division continued to furnish guard details as ordered.

259th Inf: Abtchd: Co "A", 93rd Cml Bn, 1 Plat Co "A", 265th Engr C
m, Go TA", 565th Med Bn, Co ."G", 808th TD Bn, 867th FA Bn, 65th Ren Tr.

Continued training and maintenance of equipment. Searchingz new area
for enemy. Began relief of 260th Inf in mopping up assligned zone for
any remaining enemy lurking therein, 130700. One Plat Co "C" guarding
ASP 53 LFINA (3369). o

260th Infs: (Atchd: Co ™MB", 365th Med Bn).

Continued to comb assigned zone. searching woods. and bulldings for

" enemy. Prepared to. be relieved by the 259th Inf and move to new
assembly area. Relief in progress at close of period. "I":Co guard-
ing Corps CP. ©One Plat Co "C" guarding factory BROTTERODE (9050)« -

261st Tnf: Atchd: Co "¢", 365th Med Bn, 1 Plat Co "G", 265th Engr C
B, Co "BY, 808th TD Bn, 869th FA Bn. . '

Completely closed new éssembly aree 121430, Continued rehabilitation
and- training and prepared to displace forward to next assembly area
beginning 131200. A" Co guarding installations at ARNSTADT (2653).

Div Arty: Completely closed present assembly area 121600. Detail from
B68th FA Bn guarding ammunition traih GERSTUNGEN (6465).

65th Ren Tr: Atchd 259th:Inf. Assisted 259th Inf in searching woods
and buildings 1n asslgned zone. .

265th Engr C Bn: Bn completely closcd new assembly area Vic WALTERSHA
SEN (9859)
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GP's: WALTERSHAUSEN (9859) GERMANY and ARNSTADT (2653) GERMANY.
After Action Summary: Divicontinued rehsbilitatlon training and maint-

5enanc3.of;equipment. At closé of perlod urits still enroute to new

gssembly area Vic ARNSTADT (2653). 259th Inf continued mopping up in
assigned gzone searching for remeining enemy lurking therein. Div con- .
tinued to furnish guard detalls. Plamming for future operations in,

. Progress.

o59th Tof: Abchd; 65th Ren Tr.

€ontinued to clear rear areas of Enemy stragglers in Corps ZOné, - 0One
Flat Co "C" guarding ASP 53 LEINA (3368). cT attachments reverted con~
trol parent orgsnizations 131700.

LB08H TnPs” Continued training and rehabilitation in assembly area
after being relieved by 259th Inf. . 2nd Bn deprted 120700 for new .
assembly area Vic MARLISHAVSsN (3052). All units enroute at close of
period. Co MI" guarding Corps GP. One Plat Co "C* guarding factory
BROTTERQDE (9050). - | T _ ,

26Lst Infs Glosed present‘assembly area Vic ELXLEBEM (3282) 131730.

CT attachments reverted control parent grganizations upon arrival in

assembly areas Conbinped rehabilitation and maintenance of equlpment
"A" Co guarding installations 1n ARNSTADT. (2655)

Div arty:  (lbss 868th, 869th FA Bns)., BEnroute to assembly area Vic .
RUDISLEBEN- (2756) at cldSP Of period, : :

. 65th -Ren Tr: Assisted 259%h. Inf in searching woods and bulldings in

assigned ZONG .

'265th Engr C Bn;--one Plat Co YA™ and one Plat Co "C" reverted Bn .
control. Enroute assembly area Vic ARNSTADT (2653) at close of period.

A .-
. . . . ~

: . 14-15 April 1945

CP: ARNSTADT' (2653) GHRMANY S -

- .

After Action Summary: Div continued reorganization, rehabilitatlon N
and training program. Speclal emphasis placed on malntenance of arms
and equlpment, All units completely-closed pressnt assembly area
141830. Div continued %o furnish guard detalls as ordered., Assembly
areas searched LOP enemy straﬁglers. .

259th Inf: Contlnusd to ‘clear rear areas.in Corps zone of enemy

Turking therein. Trs completely closed into new assembly area 141560.‘:

Began rehabilitation and training program. 65th Ren Tr reld from
attachment 150600. One Plat, Co "C¥, .guarding ASP 53 LEINA '(5369).

260th Inf: Regt completely closed present assembly area 141700. Co
"I" guarding Corps CP.




i

261lst Inf: "A" Co guerding installations in ARNSTADT .(2653).
'Div Arty: Completely‘eIOqéd present assembly-areas.~ ,
65th Rcn Tr:. Assisted 259th Inf 1n mopping up operations. Relieved

from attachment 259th Inf 150600. Closed in present assembly drea
Vic ARNSTADT (2653) at. 141850. . ‘ \

265th Engr C Bn: Closed in present assembly area 141400.

15-16- April 1945 . P

qgg: ARNSTADT (2653) GERMANY. o 'L

After Actlon Summary: Preparations made to stage forward to new assemr”
bly area Vic BREITENGUSSBACH (2657). 2859th (T enroute at close of per-

f1od. Guard details furnished as ordered.

259th.1nf- Atchd: 1 Plat Co ™A™, 265th Engr C Bn, Co "A“ (=), 3B85th
EEE“E“““§07th FA Bn. \ ' :

Prepared to stage forward to new assembly area Vic 'STETTFELD (1456)
Began move to new assembly area 160700, Regt enroute at close/of
_perilod. -One Plat Go Bon guarding Asp LETNA (5569)

260th Inf: Made preparations to move forward to, new assembly ares
ACH (1963). Co “I™ guarding Corps CPe »

261st Inf: Made preparations to move to new assembly area Vic
MURSBACH {2367). AT Go guarding installations in ARNSTADT (2653)

Div Arty: - Assisted move- of 259th Inf by transportlng Inf Trs. Detach-
ment fron 868%h FA Bn guarding ammnnition train GERSTUNGEN (4646)

265th Engr (C) Bm. Departed for new assembly area. Vic BRAUNKCHV(2358)I

16-17 April 1945

Lo

CP's: ARNSTADT (2663) GERMANY and BREITENGUSSBACH (2657) GERMANY:~. -

After Aetlon Summary: Div relieved from control VIII Corps and passed
to command XX Corps L7 Apr 1600. ‘Begen move to new assembly area Vie
: BREITENGUSSBACH (2657), 17063Q.:.¥nits enroute at close of period.

259th Infs (Atchd-‘ see 15-16 April).

{

Regt closed into assembly area Vic HUMMELSHAIN (7448) 161430. - Made
preparations to.move to new assembly area Vic STETTFELD (1456). De-
. parted for new assembly area 170900.. Regt enroute at close of period.

260th Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat GCo'"B", 265th Engr ¢ Bn, Go YB" (-), 365th -
Med Bn, 868th:FA Bn. : : o

Made preparations to move to new agsembly area Vic GERACH (1963).
Departed for new assembly area 170650. All units clqsed new assembly

- area 172020. , ‘ o

1
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261st Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat Co "C", 265th Engr C Bn, Co "C" (-), 365th
Med Bn, 869tth«FA Bn. . ' , \

Made preparations to move to new assembly area Vic MURSBACH (0567)

N
=

o

Departed for new assembly ares’ 171415. Regt enroute at close af period.

Div Artys (less 867th, 868th 869th FA Bns). Departed for new assﬁ
embly area Vic. STAFFELBACH (1654) 170930, Assisted move . of Div by

transporting Inf Trs.

65th Ren Tr: Initiated move to new assembly area Vic EBING 12761)
L71800.

~

265th Engr C-Bn -)t Initiated move to new assembly area Vic BRAUNACH
a 70800. _Closing in area at end of period. ‘

NOTE: 18 April and all succeeding days represent operations for 24
Hour period 0001 te 2400. P

18 April 1045

GCP: BREITENGUSSBAGH (2657) GERMANY. . ) ) Vi
After Action Summary: Div closed in new asoombly area Vic BANBWRG

(2749) at 18L630. Made preparatlons for movement to new assembly area
Vic SCHNAITTSBACH. (6013).

259th Inf: (Atehd: see 16-17 April (excdpt Co "C", 808tH TD Bn. Atchd)) .

Regt closed into assembly area Vie STATTFELD (1456) 180430, Rehabilita- "
. tion, maintenance of arms and equipment carried on throughout perlod.
Made preparations for movement to new assembly area Vic DEHNBERG (5610)

191100. .

A N . \ . ' .
260th Inf'  (Atchd: see 16-17 April (except Co."A™ 808th TD Bn Atchd))..

~

Rehabilitation, maintenance of arms and equipment carried on throuvhout
perlod. Madeé preparations for movement to new assembly area Vic
OB-KUMBACH (§711) 190700

261st Inf: (Atchd: see 16-17 April (excépt Co "B", 808th TD Bn Atchd)).

Regt closed into assembly area Vic MURSBAGH (2367) 180830. Rehabllita=-
tion, maintenance of arms and equipment carried on throughout period.

Div Arty: Assisted move by trénsportingilnf Trs. Mace preparatiens
Tor movement to new assembly area -Vic KIRCHROTTENBACHE (5515).

" 65th Ren Tr: Closed into assembly area Vic EBIN (2761) 180250. Pre-
. pared. to screen left flank of Piv assembly area Vic SCHNAITTSBACH
(6015).

265th Bngr C 'Bn (-): Continued malntenance and censtfucted Class 40
pontoon bridge over MAIN R Vic BAUNACH (2358).

. ' -1 -
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/19 April 1945

CP: BREITENGUSSBACV (2657) GERMANY

After Action Summar : Div 1nitiated move to new assembly area Vic
SCHNATTTACH [6012Y wibh two CT's, 65th Div Arty and 748th Tk Bn., Re-
mainder~of Div to move beginning.200700. Preparations made to move
Div to new assembly area Vic ALTDORF (6295).

259th Inf‘ Atehd: 1 Plat Co- “A" 265th Bngr C Bn, Co "A"™ (~), 365th
¥ed Bn, 867th FA Bn, Co "C", 8;8th TD Bn.’ : o

Regt ‘moved to new assemblv area Vie DEHNBERP (5610). Preparationé made
for movement to new assembly area Vic HAUSHETIM (6687).

ésoth Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat Go "B", 255th Engr C Bn, co "p" (-), 365th
a B 868th FA Bn, Co "A", 808th TD Bn. )

Regt moved to new assembly area Vic OB-KRUMBACH (6411)- Preparations
made for movement to new assembly area Vie SINDLBACH (7091).
) }

261st Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat Co "G™, 265th Engr C Bn, Co "C* (-),,365th

' ¥ed Bn, 869th FA Bn, Co "BY, 808th ™0 Bn. e

Preparatlons made for movement to ﬂew assembly area Vid OBERNDORF
(6798) .

Div Arty: Assisted move of Div by transporting Inf Trs and moved to
new assembly ‘area Viec KIRCHROTTE NBACF (5515) .

65th Ren Tr: Moved from assembly area Vlic ERINMG (2761) 190600 and
gereened left flank of new Div assembly area Vic SCHNATTTACH (6012).»

265th Ehgr ¢ Bn {(~): Preparations made for:.movement to new assembly
area Vic SCHNAITTACH (6012)

20 April 1945 .

CP!'s: BREITEVCGUSSBACH (2657) and ALTDOHF (6299) GCERMANY. ¥

After Actlion“Summary: . Div attacked to the SE in zone 200600 capturing
the Gtowns of - TRAUTNANNSHOFEN (7789) and LAUTERHOFFEN (8092) and many

other populated localities. 259th -Inf fighting in.the town of NEUMARKT .

7182) at close of perlod, Counterattack Vic STAPPACH (6713) repulsed
by 18t Bn, 260th Inf, destroying two Mk LV Tks, one SP Gun, one half
track, one persornel carrier and four AT Guns. Heavy personnel
casualties inflicted on. enemy . Preparations made to continue attack
21 April. :

'259th Inf: Attacked to the SF in zone 200600 Apr making good progress

against moderate resistance. Several populated localities captured.

5, e
i
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At close of perlod NEUMARKT (7182) about 1/3 cleared, Aggressive pqtroL

ling to front and flanks. Preparations mede to continue attack 21 Apr.
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1

- 65th ch Tr: Performed réeonhaissance in Div zone and on left (N)

: 22070@, _ . N

. 261st Inf: Regt continued aggressivefprotection of Div left (W) flank.

260th Inf: Attacked to the SE in zone 200600 April capturlng the towns

oI TRAUTMANNSHOFEN (7789), LAUTERHOFEN (8092) and many other populated
places. 1lst Bn repulsed a counterattack in the Vic of TRUEF (6716),
3TAPPACH (6713). The enemy -attacked at approximetely 200615 with Inf,
tanks and 8P guns, .Towns of TRUEF (6716), STAPPAGH (67I3) and SIEF~-
ITZHOL (6817) demolished. Heavy casualties inflicted. on enemy personnel -
‘and equipment. At close of perlod:2d and 3d Bns corsolidating positions
Vie LAUTERHOFFEN (8092), TRAUTMANNSHOFEN (7789). 100 PW's Paptured
during period. Preparatiens made to continue attack 21 Apr¢1

1

26lst Inf: Departed for new assembly ares 200750. Completely closed
into new assembly area 201830. Ocdupied posltions to protect Div left
(N) £lank. Initiasted search. of area for enemy stragglers. Regt '

occupying positions in Div. Res at close of period.- 0 N

808th TD Bn: Repulsed armored counterattack Vie STAPPACH (6713), de~
stroying two Mk LV tanks, one SP gun, one.half track, one personnel caras
rying vehicle and 3 AT guns,killed estimated 24 enemy. Delivered
assault fife Vic STAPPACH (6713) .

TIank assisting 261st Inf protect Div left (W) flank. - v

A ' ~‘

2l Aprdil 1945

CP: ALTDORF (6293) GERMANY, : ‘ R

» After Action Sunmarys: Div. continued attack to SE in zone limiting = i
+<.1ine_psapburing many populated places, Towns of PFEFFERTSHOFEN ('7587)
“and PWEETHEIM (7799) destroyed by fire. 259th Inf continued to attack

i
NEUMARKT (7182) at close of period about 1/2 cleared. Counterattack - |
Vic NIESASS (8094), repulsed by 3rd- Bn, 260th Inf. Heavy personnel |
casualties inflicted’ on enemy. Preparations made o continue attack !

59th ;ﬁf: Atehd: Co "¢", 8lst Cml Bn. , SN o

1st Bn continﬁed attack to SE .to limiting line. At 211530 lst Bn .
Attacked to SW and occupied high ground SE of NEUMARKT (7182) to assist :
Ird B in itd“at@ackvaﬁ thatvfons 72d BAloécupiedipositions in left :
(N) portion of zone vacated bylst Bn. 3rd Bn contimued to attack
NEUMARKT (7182) against strong resistance. Preparations.made to

|
R 1K
continue attack to SE 2207%00. : l'
) . . g

260th Inf: Regt continued attack to limited line, capburing many

populated places. 3rd Bn repulsed a counterattack in the Vic NIESASS .
(8094) inflicting heavy casualties on the. enemy. Towns.of PFEFFERT- i
SHOFEN (7587), KEGETHEIM (7799) destroyed by fire. At close of period ;
Bns consolidated positions and maintained aggressive patrols. Prep- ;
arations ' made to continue attack 220700. , o

Regt, less 2 Bng, remained in position in Div Res. Continued search
of area for enemy personnel. Preparations made to ‘agsemble Vic DEINS~-
CHWANG (7294) and protect Div right (8) flank with one Bn when Div
right (N) flank is covered. .

13- 7
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Div Art% - Fired in support of the Div advance on enemy OP's gun posit-
lons and personnel inflleting many casualties. . :

65th Ren Tr: Assisted 2613t Inf protect Div right (N) flank. Prep-
grations made to assemble Vic ALTDORF (6293) when covered by elements
‘of 7ist lnf Div.

.

22 april 1945 S

gP: ALTDORF (6293) GERMANY:

Aftar Action Summarys Div continued attack to the SE in pone 220700

capturing PELOHENHOFEN (7583), DIETKIRCHEN (7984), WEISENACKER (8283),

OB-BUCHFELD (7879), PFAFFENHOFEN (8292), KASTEL (8693), ENGLESBERG

8287), PONSDURF (8585) and many other populated places against scatter-

ed to moderate resistance. Passed elements of 43rd Cav Gp through Div

throughout rperiod. Counterattack Vie GUNCHING (7980) repulsed by 24 Bn,
. 259th Inf 221900. Preparations made to continue attﬁck to SE 2007@@. }

- 259th- Inf- Atchd: Co ngH,. Bls% Cml Bn.

‘Regt conbinued attack to SE 220700 with lpt and 2d Bns against ndderats
reslstance. 2d Bn repulsed counteratback Vic GUNCHING (7980) 241900, -
3d Bn continuefd to attack NEUMARKT (7188). Regt cleared towns of
PELCHENHOFEYN (7583), DIETKIRCHEN (7984), WEISENACKER (8283) and 0B- .
BUCHFELD (7879). Prepared to continue attack 230700,

260th Inf: Régt continued attack to SE 220700 against scattersd to
_moderate resistance. Rlements 434 Cav Gp passed through Regt throughout
period, PFAFWﬁHOFEW (8292), KASTL (8693), ENGLESBERG (8287), PRONSDORF
' {8885) and many other: populated places captured. KASTL (8693) turned
‘over to 6lements 713t Inf Div. Prepared to contlnue attack 250700.

26lat Inf: Regt contjnued aggressive orotection of Div left (N} Tlank
until relieved by 65th Ren Tre 24 Bn ‘moved and assumed protection of

Div right (8) flank., Regt prepared to aszemble Div- Be: Vic BERG (6988)v

_ early 23 April., .

7agth Tk Bn (<): Assisted advance of Inf by destrojing BRUNN (8294) by
supporting fime. Supporting fire placed on automatic weapons ahd .
bulldings, 3 cavalrymen and 5 horses were killed in KASTEL (8690)

.

65th Ren Tr: Relieved 26lst Inf of protection of Div left (W flank,
Prepdred to assemble Vie UTZENHOFEN (8789) 23 April

23 APRIL 1945 )

CP's: ALTDORF (_293) and VELBURG (8677) GERMANY .
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‘ yafter Actlon Summ Div continued attaok inigane eaptuzing the towns d'
- of LUPBURG (9269 HARDT (9868}, PARSBERG (90709, SEE (9367), UTZEN-

‘HOFEN (8789), FREISChWEIBACH (8787}, GRIFFENWANG (9084), KITTENSEE
8982), BATZHAUSEN (8172), EICHENHOFEN (8572), KLEIN (7973) and many
other villages &nd populated localitles, and clegrfng NESMARKT (7188)a

Div advanced rapidly alonmg entire front against stattered enemy resiste
ance. At close of period advance was continuing with good progress
being reported. 260 PW's cleared through PWE during the period.

259th Inf: . Continued attack to the SE. making rapid progress against
scattered enemy resistance, capturing the towns of LUPBURG (9269),
HARDT (9668), PARSBERG (9070), SEE (9367) and many other populated
Iocalities, NEUMARKT ?7188) cleared

260th Tnfs: Continued attack to the SE in zone making good progress
against light enemy resistance, capburing the towns of UTZENHOFEN
(8789), FREISCHWEIBACH (8787), GREFFENWANG (9084), KIPTENSEE (8982) and
‘many other p0pulated places. At olose of period units were continuing
to advan@e . f-’; .

261lst Inf~ Passed through portion of 259th Inf zone and attacked to

_ The SE making rapid progress against s38ght enémy resistance, capturing.
the towns of BATZHAUSEN (8172), EICHENHOFEN (8572), KLEIN (7975)/and

other populated localitlies. Elements of 3rd Bn continued to oclupy )

high ground SW of NEUMARKT (7082). Elements of 2d Bn protected Div .

right (N) flank NW of NEUMARKT. At end of period units were continulng

adyance in zone. ,

24 April 1945

CP!s: ' VELBURG (8677) and DEUERLING (0457) GERMAWY.

Div cohtinued attack in zone capturing the towns
EILSBRUNN {(0953), BERMATTING {1050), DASSWANG
t8668), " WILLENHOFEV (9165), HEMAU (9558), PAINTEN (9851) and many. other
populated places. Div advanced rapidly along entire front against slight
opposition. Progress was contlnuing gt close of period, _ ‘

259th Inf: Continued advance in zone until pinched out by 260th Inf and
QEIaE Tﬁfr assembled Vie- BERATZHAUSEN (9766) in Div Res.

'Qéeth Infz Continued attack to the 8E in- zone maklng rapid procress
against silight resistance. Many terrain obstacles encountered.
SCHONHOFEN (0854), ETLSBRUNN {0953),.BERGMATTING (1050) and many other
populated places captured.. o .

261lst Inf: GContinued attack to SE in zone making rapid progress
agalhst Iight resistance capturing towns of DASSWANG (8668), WILLEN-
HOFEN (9165), HEMAU (9558); PAINTEN (9852) and other populated places.
Continued protection of Div right (8) flank._ At close of period units
were continuing to advance in zone.

.65th Ren Trs Screened Div right (S) flank from NWUMARKT (7182) to
HEMATU (9558). .

. N
b, s



By ™
~ % T
- B

HES

CP: DEUERLING (0457) GERMANY.

Afﬁer Actlion -Summary: Div moved to forward assembly areas during
"périod In preparation for crossing of DONAU R. 2d Bn, 26lst. Inf,

&&ﬁtured WALDORF (0146),

259th Inf:  Regt protected Div right (S) flank from PAINTEN (9852) t0
KELAREIM (0344) with 3d Bn. Remainder of Regt Div Rest Vic BERATZHAUSEN
{9763) . Preparations made to stage forward in D1v zone to Vie VIWHAUSEN |

(0951) early 26 April. - | ;

260th Inf: ~Atchd: Co "B", 94th cml Bn, Co "B, 748th Tk Bn. j

Regt moved to forward assembly area late in péfiod. Prepared thailed
plans for crossing DONAU R o60200 April .

Bﬁlst Inf: Atchd: Co “C" 94 le Bn, Co "C" 748th Tk Bni..

24 Bn captured WALDORF" (0146) and assisted in the capture of KELHEIM
(0344). Regt moved to forward assembly area. FPrepared detailed plans
for crosaing DONAU R 260200 April.

Div Arty: Moved to forward positions and prepared -plans to supng?t
v crossing of DONAU R 260200 April. 7

4

808th TD Bn; (~): Assembled preparatory to crossing DONAU R.

748th Tk Bn (-): Remained in position in Div Res.

65th Ren Tr: Continued to screen Div right (S) flank north of DONAU R, |

265th Engr C Bn: Constructed Class 40 treadway bridge a+ T,OCH (0654),
prep;red plans to support Div crossing of DONAU R,

26’Apr11 1945 °

CP: DEUERLING (0457) GERMANY.

After Actlon. Summary: ‘Div crossed DONAU R with 260th and 26lst Infs
abreast beginnlnp 260200. 260th Inf reported light resistance initial-
21y -during crossing, but encountered heavy resiotance as attack progres-
seg. 261st Inf. encountered heavy. resistance inltially, stubborn epesis-
tanch continued as the attack progressed. At close’ of period all Bns
260th and 261st Infs, 2nd Bn and elements of 1lst Bnm 259th Inf had cros-
.sed river. A class 40 floating treadway bridge constructed acrdas
DONAU R was in operation 262100,  Towns of MATTING (1249), GRASSEFING
(1549), OBERNDORF (1347), NIEDER (1648) and LENGFELD (1244) were captur-
ed. Operatlons hampered by ralin and poor road net. Attack continudfig
at close of netlod . i

O

259th Inf: -Regt protected Div right (S) flank N of KELHEIM (0343)

until relieved by Div order. Regt moved to forward assembly area begin-
ning 260730 preparatory to crossing DONAU R 1n zone of 261lst Inf. Began .
crossing 261800 with 24 Bn., At close of period 2d Bn and elements 1lst

Bn were across R. - '
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24" Bn relieved lst Bn 261lst Inf to protect Di right.(s) flank and Div
rear. Regt continued to cross R at dlose of pertod. o

' 560th Taf: Atchd; - Co- "B"; 84th Cml Bn, Co "B", 748th Tk Bn.

Regt attacked across DONAU R 260200 in zone with 2d and 3d Bns abreast.
1st Bn crossed in zone of 24 Bn. Enemy resistance initially light, in-
ereasing as the attack progressed. Heavy small arms, mortar fire and
conslderabls 88mm fire was .encountered. Two Gos of the 1lst Brd were sent
to assist 261st Inf in capturing high ground SE of ABBACH (1546) Vic
PRISING (1644). The towns of MATTING (1249), GRASSLFING (1549), OBERN=
DORF (1347) and NIEDER (1648) were captured. Attack continuing at ehd
of period. . g : N

261st Tnf: Atchd: Co "C", 94th Cml Bn, Co ®C", 748th Tk Bn.

Regt 'attacked dcross DONAU R 260200 in Z with 1lst and 34 Bns abreast.
2d Bn crossed in zone of 3d Bn. Strong enemy resistance emcountered 1n
the Vic of the crossing site. oOne .Inf support raft kmocked out by

" 88mm firé. The town of LENGFELD (1244) was captured agalnst stiff,
_enemy opposition. Attack.continued at close of period. . '

Div Arty: Fired in support of Div cfossing of DONAU R inflicting many
casualties on enemy personnel.. ‘ o

,”
e

546th AAA AW Bn: Atchd to Div Arty.

Protected bridge and crossing sites. Direct fire in support of 261st
Inf. - . . .

808th TD Bn: Bn destroyed enemy mortar, automatic weapons positions
and enemy personnel by fire in support of Div crossing of DONAU R.
Elements of Bn across R, remginder of Bn prepared to cross R. 22 Rds
HE and 4 Rds APO fired, 31 M-36's operational.

65th Ren Tr: Relieved from protection of Div right (S) flank. -Assembl-
ed Vic HEMAU (9588) prepared to eross DOVNAU R on Div order. .

-

~ 27 April 1945 -
CP's: DEUERLING (0457) and REGENSBURG (1955) GERNANY,

After Action Summary: The remaining elements of the Div less .3 Bns Div
Arty .completed crossing of DONAU .R. The Div advanced rapidly in zone to
poslition as indicated. The following towns were captured during the
period: REGENSBURG (1955), ABBACH (1546), PRISING (1544), OBTAUBLING
(2449) and TEUGN (1341). Many populated localities were also captured.
At close of period Div consolideting positions and searching for any re-
maining enemy stragglers.

259th Inf:: Regt completed crossing of DONAU R. protected Div right
(8) fIank in rear of the 261lst Inf with 1 Bn. " The 24 Bn which was attac
hed to the 261st Inf and the 3rd Bn (Div Res) reverted to control of (O,

259th Inf at 1300. At close of period-the Regt wag protecting Div assem =

bly area in its zone and theadway bridge over DOWAU R in Div sector.
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" period. 260th Inf policed REGENSBURG. Tralning and rehabilitation

. "1t was learned by advanced elements that the REGENSBURG garrison wanted
" %o surrender., General John E., Copeland, Asst Div Comdr, and Col Frank,

_treadway bridge across DONAU B. 259th and 26lst Inf protected Biv ,

260th Inf' Regt completed crossing of h&ﬁkﬂ R;;-The Is t Bn ldunched a :
combined attack of Inf, Tks and TD's on ABBACH (1546) cleapring the town .
at U700 thus gpening the road between the 260th and 261st Inf. At 0900

Dunkley, €0 of the 260th Inf entered the city with an advance party to’
negotiate the surrender. The eity was surrendered at 1030 by a retired
German General, who had taken chabge after the régular army commander
had. left the city 270400 april. By 1400 the Regt had control .of entire
city. At close of period, Regt had ocoupied and wag policing city of

REGENSBURG,

261st Inf: Régt completed’crossing of DONAU R, 'At 1045 thea2nd Bn
Mtzd- With & Co of TDis (less 2 pPlats) departed Vic ABBACH for REGENS-
BURGy . Rogt was haltbted as it moved into REGEVSBURG and was given the
mrssion of protecting Div assembly area in 1ts zohe.

808th TD Bn: Supported attackino Lnf in clearing ABBACH and suovported i
advance into HWGENSBURG,

65th Hen Tr: Crossed DONAU R ‘and protected gap between Zboth and 261st

Thf Regts until relieved by advance of 261lst Inf at which time it was ;

glven the mission of protecting the Div right (8) flank. At close of . |

period outposting line and maintalning contact with 7lst Inf DivA . :
/

24th Cml Bn: Assisted in the capture of ABBACH by firing preparatron.

Linitiated and completed’ crossinv of DONAU R.

>

28 April 1945

pares e e s e B 30
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CP: REGENSBURG (1955) GERMANY,

After Action Sumﬁary. Div continued to occupy aﬁd malntain law and
order. In REGENSBURG (1955). Continued protection of Class 40 floating

ssembly area. Some small a rms, MG and 88mm fire was encountered during

program initlated. Elements of 80th Inf Div, 3rd Qa¥v Gp and 13th Armd . ;
Div passed through Div zone during period. Regts continued to search '
areas for enemy personnel. S . :

259th Inf:. Regt protected Div assembly area, encountering smdll a¥ms, -
MF and 8omm fire during period. _Protected Class 40 floating treadway
bridge over DONAU R, Passed eletients 43d Cav Sq, 13th Armd and 80th
Inf Divs through zone. Regtl area belng cleared of remaining enemy
personnol : ~ '

 260th Inf' Regt continuyed occupation of REgEﬁEBURﬂ (1955). Waintained

active defense of area to prevent enemy counterattack. Patrolled city
to prevent looting ‘and maintain order. Rehabilitation dnd training

program carried on.

26lst Infs Regt.protected Div assembly area, searched woods and towns
in zone for remaining enemy personnel. Rehabilitation, training and

" malntenance program carrled on,

65th Ren Tr: Maintained contact with 7lst Inf Dlv until relieved by
Div order. Assembled Viec REGENSBURG - (1955) .

+4




CB: REGENSBURG (1955) GERMANY,

After Actlon Summary; Div cortinued %o occhpy and maintain law and order
- REGENSBURG, Continued protection of Class 40 floating treadway bridg
across DONAU R. 259th and 261st Infs protected Div assembly area. 24
Bn, 259th Inf accepted the surrender of & German Labor Bn of 624 men.
260th Inf policed REGENSBURG (1955). Regts' continued search of area for
remaining enemy personnel., Training and rehebillation program in oper-

. ation.

259th Inf: Regt continued protecblﬁn of Div assembly aréa and Class 40
TToating treadway bridge over DO W R, Search of Regtl area for enemy
personnel continued. Rehabiliatidn and training program in operation.

260th ‘Infi Regt contimued occupation of REGENSBURG (1955), maintained

control of civil population through defense - of area and active patrollim

- Rehabiliation and training program in gperation.

261st Inf: Regt continued protection of Div assembly area. Search of

Regtl zone for remaining enemy pegmonnel continued. Rehabilltation, -

maintenance and training program M

operation. _
A
30 April 1945

CB: REGENSBURG (1955) GERMANY,

After Action Summary: (See 29 April 1945).. 3rd Bn 261lst Inf,
STRAUBING (55435 to gquell civilian riot. ‘

259th Inf: (See 20April 1945). Made preparations for move to SE agrdss
ISAR B . : ' ' . : : ~ ‘

260th Inf: (See 29 April 1945). Made preparations for move to SE.
éE?BE%'ISAR R. SN '

gent Lo

Zﬁlst'Inf' 3d ‘Bn sent -to STRAUBING. (5593) to quell rict of civil pop—
ulation. Made preparatlons for mo e to SE across ISAR R. _

265th Engr ¢ Bi: Go "A" assisting 1506 Engr Regt 1n construction of
Bailey‘bridge across DONAU R at (1856). ‘ e

e B a0 B et Yy et

o et e F s
. .

A e



= e s

"

Tt - J N ] o
|ﬂf:5 Eﬁgw Egl . copy [/

f ¢ PLE‘ADQUA_{”"’RS 65TH INFANTRY D]’Y/'TS__LOF'T
APO 200 - U, S. ARMY

11 July 1945
XXXXXXXXXXXXZXX

X 4@%?ﬁE===ﬁJF’ X
X Auth: G, 65th Inf Div x
x Init: M X
x Date: July 1945 x
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Sub ject: After Action Report for tay 1945 (Action Against Bnemy).

To .o Adjutant Geﬁéral,'Washington, D. C.
(Through Channels)

INTRODUCTIOQM:

The final week of war was simply a question of what hour - what
hour would the ultimate surrender come? All along the Wuropene front,
the western half was squeezed against the eastern, until there was no
gpace left to the enemy. In the zone of the 65th Division, there was
less than 45 miles between the American and the Soviet front lines on

V"‘ b Day. ~ /

The 65th Divisionts final drive in this squeeze play was a rapid
southeastern advance in a zone south of the DANUBE between REGENSBURG
and the ®WWNS river, ‘just east of LINZ. 1In between, these two cities,
the Divislon crossed the ISAR and the Inn Rivers. It also met the last
desperate pockets of resistance from the last desperate dlehards in the

Wehrmachte.

NOTE: ALL TIME MENTION®D BELOW IS T%0 HOURS AFTER GRESYWICH TIME,

PERIOD 1 MAY TO 8 MAY:

Operations Instructions No 35 governed the Division's first oper-
ations in a zone which ran in a southeastward directlon, south of the
DANUBE, from the ISAR river to its termination at the BWIS river. This
1atter river actes as the restraining line between United States and

Soviet forces on ¥+B Day. The Division operated between the 96tn.D1v151on

on the north, and the 7lst Division on ths south.

woperations Instructions Mo 35 provided for the movement to forward

assembly areas south of the ISAR, from which the Division would attack
to the southeast. At the beginning of this movement, the 1l>th Armored
was to spearhead the attack, while the 65th Division followed, and was
to be prepared to pass through the 13th on Gorps order., The 65th Ren
Tr was to head the units departing from the REGENSBURG assembly area,
in order to maintain cqptzct with the 13th Armored and to reconn01ter
routes to the Divisionts front. By motorizing their infantrymen, the
261lst and 259th Infantries were to advance rapidly abreast with the
former unit on the Divisions left (north) flank and the la tter on the
right (south) flank. The 260th, meanwhile, would follow in the gzone o
the 26lst. All three regiments and Divwsion Artillery had cleared the
IP prior to 011800.
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By 012463 ; B L$hy AR ar
gde rapid @rogre 3 st, 1 5 of 2&}Bng$§
~SANDBAGH (0818) on the DANUBE side of its zone, and its 1stBa &t ALH
i SBACH (9412) on the side abutting the zone of the 259th, Meanwhile, thB'
- ~'£58th, had crossed the ISAR ower the PLATTING (7732) bridge, and was :
R driving across the 261st zone so'as to enter its own zons, with the 3d Ban.-
near AURDLFING #8718) in. £he lead, . The 26lat ran ‘into its first pocket

- of resistence &t HAUSBACH. (0515}, -

- The advance to the southeast continued rapidly during the hext day,'";
when both the 261lst and the 259th-advanced 30 miles to reach the INN rivesr
‘while one company of the lst Bn, -261lst, was reported already sacross the - |
‘river at 022400+ The 24 Bn, 281st met up with heavy mortar and 88 fire '§

. 4
{

s

! ceming from enemy positions south of PASSAU (2112) across the INN, in

. "addition to small .arms fire in the town itself. ' Fhe PASSAU battle was

L~ amother example of a bitter enemy holding avtion. By 028200, three

b ?%ﬁarbers of the town had.been cleared@ after a fight which had begun abeub

R - PASSAU finally capitulated ab 030030, after the 868tk Fa, the 546

I AAA Bn, and the 808th TD Bn, together with thé doughboys, had blasted = -

- 300 88 men and three Mark IV Tanks from the town's rubble. Mopping up

’ “continued throughout the day. '

ST While the 24 Bn was stopphd in PASSAT, the 1st Bn, 26lst Infantry,-w ?

.~ was on the TNN River at a point 8 miles south of PASSAU » oppogite S
. SCHARDING. ' Reconnaissance patrols, which had been sent ahead of the Bm, :
arrived on the east bank at 0315, 2 May to have, the ‘long NEUHAUS-SGHARD* g

g? ING bridge blown in their face. , 4 : 2 o

Shd

By 1200, the lst Bam reached the vioinity of NEUMAUS, and set up - i
M“defansive positions in and behind the town. The battalion was reinforeced !
. 7 by two Cos from the 265th Engr Bn, which moved throuwgh the infantry to
7+ take up poslitions on the north bank of the river, About 1430, a 261st .

© officer, who had crossed to SCHARDING to ascertain whether the: town woukd |

-be surrendered returned with a negative answer: The Engineers lmmediately%

~set up machine gun positlons along the river, and had just completed - -

their deferises when the enemy opened up from the opposite side. There . §

,  was 8 brief, but fiercee, exchange of fire when the Engineers temporarily ‘
‘ ‘took up the role of the Infantryman.

A

-

While the Engineers fought tneip brief battle, the lst Bn sent
" put scouting parties to look for boats and a fording site.

- e o %

PR They returned with the Judge Advocate Generals of. both the German
: Army and Ngvy, who, like the GI's, had been strarnded by the blown bridge.
They also produced one large-sized rowboat in which the 1lst Bn, 26lst -
Infantry, started across - the river.

R TR R R ST 7T
G ot -

7' _Not a shot was fired at. the boats, although 88's aimed at “oun

. artillery positions arced the river throughout the night. The enemy had
l ‘been blastéd from intrenched positions in SCHARDING by an artillery and
.~ heavy weapons dbarrage betwsen 1500 and 1730. They were batteres once .
L more by a ten minute preparation before the rowboat took off.

‘ After the initial rowboat crossing, four engineer assault boats

» . increased the flotilla. ™A™ and "g® Cols had crossed by midnight. The
- rest of- tho battalion reached the west bank between 0430 and 0800 in-a

- number of assault boats rushed to the INN during the night. The next

¢ - morming, the Wehrmacht woke up.in SCHARDING cellars, where they had R

. -hidden -since the barrage to find Americans on top of them. = Ch
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ﬂmﬁlb the 259th and 26 ing. were mopping up and 1nitiat—v

ﬂi;;g erossings of the INN, the 260th was advancing swiftly behind the:

,\;2§ist. ‘The 3d Bn was ambushed at SANDBAECH (0915), and because there were

. ®#ports of other by-passed enemy troops in the woods harassing the Divis-
“fon rear, Operations Instructions No 36 was issued at 030400, which

provided that one battalion c¢lear the woods along the PASSAU road between
the verticals 08 and 21, while the remaining two battalions crosgsed the

INN at SCHARDING. The 2d Bn was given this assighfient, and during 3 May: -

removed over 300 byhpassed enemy troops from the area.

This same operatlons Instructions provided for a Switch in zones
of operation with the INN crossing. The 260th {which had left REGENS-
BURG tralling. the 28lst in the zone on the left flank of the Divislon,

- Immediately south ‘of the DANUBE )} had. changed into 2 similar rear positlon
- behind the 259th after crogssing the IsAR Now. the 260th (lst ahd 3d Bns

léading, with the 24 Bn pulling up after the completion of 1ts mopping-up,
operation) was ordered to pull tlirough 259th positions in the right flank -
zone, and ta follow the 261st aeross the 'INN. The 261lst, however, on
crossing the river, was to continue to the southeast in the right flank
zone (what had been the 259th zone), while the 260th was to burn north
out of the SCHARDING bridgehead after making the crossing, to reach the
parallel zone to that of the 261st, on the Divisionts left flank, The
260th md 261lst would therefore continue the advance abreast to the ENNS

- River restralining line,‘as the 259th trailed in the zone of the 261st.
e

By 0152400, the 1st Bn, 261st, the 3d Bn, 25%9th, and the 1lst, 3d,
and elements of the 24 Bns, 260th Infantry had erossed on ferries with
part of the 65th Ren Tr. The remainder of the Divlsion crossed on the
bridge which was completed at 0900 , 4 Mayw

At the close. of -the period for. 3 Nay, the. 1st-Bn, 261st, had reach-
ed WAIZENKIRDHEN (5389), 20 miles to the southeast agalinst extremely
light enemy opposition. .

: Oparations Instructions No 37, dated 031300, gave the new objective
of the 65th Division as LINZ (8687), while Operations Instructions No 38,
dated 052330, further deéfined the final Division objective as the ENNS -

i River, ‘which-was to act as the restraining line betweern the American-and

Soviet forceg. -The regiments were to proceed rapidly in their zones to

- take these objectives.

. .* The Ditision drove forward on the last lap of its march through the,
Reich meetlng only .small delayling forces enroute, rnotably at ERFERDING
(6587), Abott 051200, right flank of the XII Corps, on the Divisionts
left, reached LINZ; which had been entered at 1100 by .elements of the .
11th Armd Div. '@hey were relieved by the 260th, .which entersd the metro-

polis between l?OO and . 173@ the sagme afternoon. ”

r i
The BGlst arrived at the ENNS River, overrunning the city of ENNS
itself without a battle, at 2245.  On 6 May, the 259th Infantry advanced

from its rear positions as Division Reserve, - ‘to an area abreast of, and e

g

to the right of, the 261lst zone, to complete the holding of the ENNS River *

line, which, for the B85th .was the segment between the confluence of -the
ENNS and the DANUBE at(030823), south along the River to the Division
boundaries between the 65th and the 7lst, at. (015675) ‘Weanwhile, the

- 260th began the o01101ng of the LINZ aresa.

{
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Operations Instructlons No 38 ‘also directed that all bridges over

'the ENNS be selzed (there were two, one at ENNS itself, and the other a

foot bridge at (012692), whlle officer-led patrols crossed the river to
attempt to contact Soviet forces. Operations Instructlons No 39, dated
071600, limited the distance east of the river to which these patrols .
could do as the line (080817) south in a straight diagonal to (040680).

On this same day, about 1115, the 869th FA sent a volley of~105's sailing

into the narrow pocket still remaining to the enemy. For the 65th Div-.
igion, these shells marked the end of the war against Germany.

One hour and five minutes before these final explosives boomed in
enemy territory, the Division received the following message which noti-
fied the 65th of the termination of the war with Germany.

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED AT ZERO SEVEN ONE ZERO FIVE ZERO
BAKER FROM ROMAN TWENTY CORPS PAREN LT COL DUNGAN CMA GEORGE DASH THREE
SECTION PAREN BY TP CLN

THE GERMAN HIGH COMMAND STIGNED AN AGREEMENT FOR UNCONDITIONAL
SURRENDER OF LAND CMA SEA AND AIR FORCES AT ZERO SEVEN ZERO ONE FOUR
ONE STOP ACTIVE OPERATTIONS WILL CEASE AT ZERO NINE ZERO ZERO ZERO ONE
STOP EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY ALI. TROOPS WILL STOE MOVEMENT AND ACTIVE
OPERATIONS STOP DUE TO THE FACT THAT COMMUNICATIONS ARE SO POOR THERE
WILL PROBABLY BE SOME ACTION ON THE PART OF THE ENENY AND WE WILL HAVE
TO REMATM ON THE DEFENSIVE STOP P

wenty four hours before the V-E Day announced in this message
became officlal, all German troops confronting the 65th Division sur-
rendered unconditionallys Laying down their arms, they came into our
PWE's by companies, regiments and -divisions. In one week, the Division
cagds clearad 61, 602 PW's, more than were taken during +he rest of the
period in whlch.the 65th was fighting in Germany.

At the official time set for V-E Day, Major General Stanley E,
REINHART, Comnanding General of the 85th Infantry Division, met the .
Russian General cormanding the 7ty Parachute Guard in the tiny Danubian
hamlet of ERLAUF, 45 miles east of LINZ, and 55miles west -of VIENNA., A

Division which had corle east from SAARLAUTWRN met another which had come_

west from STALINGRAD.

~

As during the month of April, G-2 reports continued to concentrate

on the number of enemy troops and the kind of weapons which the
Division had to face at such scattered points of resistance as PASSAU,

NEUHAUS, the area north of FURSTENZELI: and EFERDIYNG.

Sonme Division personnel were killed and wounded on the eve of vic-

tory in the last flerce reslstance of the dying Wehrmacht. Relative to
the entire Divlision, however, these casualties were slight.

Wounded KTA MTA
0fficers 5 4 ) 0
Tnlisted Men 55 9 0]
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CONGLUSION: . . : - | S -’

The final collapse‘of Germany came swiftly. The 65th -D; yision
moved the 135 miles from REGENSBURG 'to -the ENNS river in -
The war only ended.on the 65th front, as 1t ended on other froa+s, when
the Germgns ran ou% of maneuvering room. Actually, there was no doubt
about. the imminent defeat when the month began. The final week only
proved that there-were still those Germans, so thoroughly indoctrinated -
with fervor for the Fatherland, that they would continue to conduct small
- delaying actions et scattered p01nts right up to V-E Day. The suﬂpris—

ing thing, perhaps, is that the German was as good a defensive fighter,
even at the end, as he was.  These small. holdlng actions, however, stub-
born as. they sometimes were, cannot blur the overall picture,. whlch was
almost a sprint (156 miles in 5 days) down to the finish lins. .

~;. ?WT"\.;' .| T, p
IaJor General Ue. S. Army,
Commandln
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X ST CRET X 6 July 1940 :
X Auth: CG, 65th Inf Division x :
X Init: i X
X Date: & July 1945 X
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Subject:  Operations
To  : €G, 65th Infantry Division, APO 200, T. S. Army.
c 1¥ay 1945 o -
CP's: R E'SBUPG (1955) and PLATTING (7633) GERMANY. 2
. y
8

Afterﬂlc i

on Summary- DlV 1nitiated movement to LOTW&rd assemoly area .

. soutkh ol I
" 'R and be*n

;=tered'°qaﬂJ resistance. Occupted the towns of PLEINTING (9620), -
- ALDERSBACIH (9413), VILSEOFEYN .(0118),  OSTEREQCF=H (8824) and many other = .
~/populated |

259th Inf: -

vance of -2

Departed =z

I3AR R and began advance in zone. lebu contirmuing advnnco'at close of -
" period mehlng good progress. : . - 3 :

" 3d Bn arri

Bn revertge
(2450) rel

as"e?:bhr area Vic REGEISBURG (1955) OllBoO. Crossed ISAR R and began
dvance in zone makinz rapid progress. Stiff enemy resistance encount-

.ered in Ha
con bl.“.’.lll’l"‘

Div Artv-

arez Vic R
assist=2d n1
of period.

SAR R OLI200 May. Elms of 259%th and 261st Infs crossed ISAR '
n advance %o ao in zone making rapid progress.against scat= -

localities, Units of Div enroute at close of p°r10d. "Ad-~
bgth and 261lst Infs contlnuirg. S -

Atchd- Co MAM, 748th Tk Bn, 1 plat Co "A", 265th Engr C
Bn, Co "A", Z65th led Bn, Co "C"' 808th TD Bn, :
D/S:' 857th TA Bn. o : -~
, e L ‘ U

ssembly area .Vic REGENSBURG (1955) 011510. Elements crossed -

. atchd: o "B", 748%h Tk Bn, 1 Plab CO'"B",Téasth Enzr G
) - Bn,  Co "B", '365th Iled Bﬂ, Co “"A", 802th TD Bn. -
D/3¢ 858th FA Bn. L ‘ B N

ﬂbly area h“???S?"R OllCOt as Di

.35 v Regt enrpoute
¥ area Vic ;CHO‘“RTIEG (9015) at close of 1 B

NesSe
6

iod.'

Atchd:r co o, 748tﬂ T“ Bn, l Plat Go Mg, 265th.“n:r C
S Bn, Co "C", 365th Led 3“, co "B", 808th-TD Dn.
D/S: 859th FA Br. | . . :
ved STRAUBIIG (5422) 010230 to maintain law and order. 3d °
d to Regt R=s upon relief. AT Co guarding PWE at OB—TRA‘ELIWC
ieved by elements of 5th Ranger Bn 011200. - Regt depsrted .

USBACH - {0515) 2d Bn captured SAVDBx"P (0715) OlZBoO.» Regt . - |
advance at close of Derioﬂ.

 (less 887th, 868th and 669th FA Bns). Denarted assembly

DETNSBURG (1005) 011700. Supportsd advance of Div. Bns
ove of DiV'bv transvorting Inf Trs. Unlts enroute at clme

-1 -
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RESTRICTED

" 83%2 2en T - Departed assembl:” area Vic RZGENSBUTZ (1955) 011200
- Crossed ISAR R and be can reco":-issance in Div ZoT2 in advance of
ni - -

e

Regts. S v e 4w : o

I
265t Zngr C Bn: Denarted ass=“bly area Vic- R“G URGV(lQSS) 011500, -
Cros

A 2 i

rossed ISAR R and gave close queoort to advance f 259th and 251st. Infs
,;i 2 ay 1945 .
GP's: PLATTING (7653 ) and FU:"::yZELr (1100) Ggqr;yy,;wy;~ E
f. After‘Actioﬁ Sunmary' Div continued advf~nc° to S® in zone moving 50 3
miles ouring period. -Elements of:259th Inf reached INN'R, encounter- :
inz no resistance. 260th Inf snroute to assembly ares Vie GRUYD ! .. |
" RESCOFAU (1001) 4t close of period,. Reght in Div Res. 26lst Inf advanc-

-ed 5o INN R,, 2d Bn cleared three ouarter of PASSAU in:Div gone, lst Bn
+ attackad.@across I W R to SCHARDING (2002) agaipst strong resistance .. -
~ 1initially, :and at’ close of period- one coooany had completed crossing. L
"7 . 3d Bn. assembled in Regtl Res.. Lo e .

5 250th Inf- (Atchd‘.~ See 1 May\

e La ot

, Co uinued advance in'ZOne,'maxing good

260un va- (Atchd < See l'May).~ ﬂ?"”

enroute to assembly area Vlc SA‘DBACF (0915) at. ozloooe"
Div ?es. L o ,

261st Tnfr"(Atchd- ‘See 1 rav). Suooort- Co "L" 259%

, lst Bn arrlved vid " W‘UHAUS (2031) and attacked.across INY R to SCHARD-wMQ
I¥3 $2002) at 1855. At close of .period, one- company had;comnleted B
crossing and remainder of Bn “aS'contiHUlﬁb to-cross.’ “fnitial slow. ‘g,ff‘
crossing was the result of lack of boats. Strong resistance consisting,‘
of Ar*y ﬁnd MG fire was initially. encountared,. but was largely neutral-:‘-

zed by supporting Arty, MG and AAA weapons. 24 Bn attacked PA33 o
in zons and at- nloso of period had cleared three quarters of tovn 1n T
zon2. Bd Bn assembled Vie ﬁW"ZI’CHEN (1500) cio

e

enemy positions Drior to crossing of IN‘ R and wave supno-ting fire
durln; or0331ng. . _ R ,? . . B : ' -

" Div Avty:  869th, 968th and.720th FA Bns.olaced heevv-concentratlons on" |

65th Ren. Tr-‘ Reconnoitered “OUUGS in Div zone and assisted ad Bn,
250%h Inf in combetting enemy ambushlng fovces Vlc (0915):“~-

I

th ngr C Bn: Bn (-) closeo ne
13t Bn, .261st Inf .on IN¥ R,

faaserbly area.- Assisted cr0981ng:;'“

3 Hay 1945
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" timued r-3id advance in sone agalwst"scat ered reglstance.:

‘.Rewt (_,‘ 2n) Eompleted crdésing bf;IEE R.éﬁd?
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- RESTRIE!

After Action Summary-i Div continued rapié advance to SE in zone, Wibh;

Tesain: Zlements of 26lst Inf at WAIZEFKI?CHEN.(5529). Section of L
PASSA” in Div zone cleared and policed., "~ SCEARDING cl= ared. At closé
of perionc all troops were across INN R or were prepared td cross on .-

as NEUHAUS (1900) upon its compl uion, “Numerous PW'S cantured;:
durin: e . ;: ‘ :

»,

A

éSch In T:. (Atchd: Sse 1 May (eXCent oo7th FA Bn Reld D/S)).

Sd Bn attached 261st Inf effective’ OoloOOB -Regt (-) moved to ne-r
assembly area-and prepared to cross I R on Div order. A%t close of .
period ezt was. in process .of ‘crossing and assembling Viec: SCHARDIT:
(2001) in DlV Res. preoariﬁv to stage forward in rone of :261lst Inf

N L»m

260tﬂ Tl tchd- Co "B", 748th Tk Bn, 1 Plat Co "BM, 265th Engr G

, lszf.f FA Bn, 1 plat 65th Ren Tr.
2‘6_ Bn c.e "ed WOOdS vid SA"‘DBACH (0915) ta ki’lg 300 Py s.. _f Re'o"‘t I’lO‘T—’-‘d.‘,_‘_.‘."‘
to ne-w 2. embly arua, prenared to continap attack to- Su-,.At closa ofs;

_74Bth - Tk'nn, 1. Plat Co nony
365th Mw Bn,’ co “B“

C:O ucu
Bn CO ucn

a Plat Co "34,
ST yna two Kark Iv tanﬁs."

kN Bn, Co "B", 565 th V«w Bn, -Go "A" 808tnuTD "Bn, 868@1

L

™

S N T

. oweee

Reon Tﬁ:i~Leco"_01t°rod PASou‘”' *ﬁb"gu fléOO) road

280th 1-7 in cléaring woods S of REGENSZURS — PASSAU roads
715t Ird Div on. ri‘h* flank. . . e

_2bauh Tnae G Bn.:fglemegts of Bn cpéraue& bdats{td efP°ct
of Ist 71, 20Ist-Inf. Bn assisted in construction o7 B ail y'Brid

H
+ -

C”o 3 I8 Reasr .o R

$,'

4 TaJ 1945

CP's: TLJIAUS (1000) "ﬁﬂTAIY aﬂﬂ RAnB (“739( AUS”R A

“After icsion Summarv' . J&HAUD -DC&ARDTV” br i*ge GOﬁJ“,ced .903. AlL ;

elemants of Div corn1e sd crossihg of "I R by 0418003.

‘continus’ advance to 8E in cone against moderate Tesistancs.
sfazed forward din zone of 251st. inf. Div. advanced apuroxi 8. be
miles. A S TR e BRI

‘259tn Tnf:. (Atchd: See 1 May)y . .

2,0,

Of 20.].”_'— I:. f ” j‘ : .A . T . 7 _: P

e

260tb Inf: (Atchd: See 1 May).
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'261st Inf:  (Atehd: ASee 1 ¥ay).

. 808th TD Bn: Gombleted cros;ing of Iw: R,

8 TR ©

'Rzt comnleted crossing of INN R and.advari«

~Div Arty: Completed crossing of e

zf?iéth Tk 3n:. Completed cros n"’of-Inw R,

2d.p anldly in zone agalnstf
iod 1st Bn had capburad -

scattered snemy resistance. At close of pe _
nulng adVance to the SE

hal
-
3 A
o

EFERADIYT (6587),--and 2d anl 3d Bns were cont
in zone, C o

O

[P

and continued advance 'in zone
2d Bn countinuéd police u Y occupation of Pi3SAU. 1s Bn assembled Vig'
FATIZEIWIN 173 durlng orzanization of task force. 3d Bn advanced in Reg
gone azoinat ﬂoderate enery resistance. 34 8o, 259th Inf in-Regtl Res.
I & R Plat and 1 Plat, Co "®" were captursi in ZFERDING =Y SS'troops
while on “ﬂconnaissance for ﬂegu, but I & 2 Dlat leader arranged for ani
effern. equal exchanne of uany prisonefd Tor- hlmself and his men.

Regt (=24 )n) completed crossing of IMKX R

“Zr o

T

- INH R,
e v :
© . 265th Enzr C Ba Bn cro~“4d INS R

CPts: RasB (0789),and Lz (8558 ALSTRIA.

65th Hon o Tr (21 Plat) attached 2515t Inf.’

r - e -

.
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‘5 Ma 1945

260tH" "

After Action bumma@zv“ Elms of Div &dvanced ©o Gorps. objébtiﬁei? ‘
Int occunied LILNZ. 051723, relieved.elements #II Corps in LI”Z .259th T\*
*2513t Inf

"Inf advanced in zoné. Div advanced 25 miles during Derﬁod
“eaptured ErH3 (0080) dnd rpachnd E"vs R . . i

‘neutralized and the’ advano was continupﬂ rithout .opposition. .

281st Inf: .(Atchd.j See 1 “ay) S ‘n;-
. ‘ s |

260ta Iaf: (Atohd: See 11 ay).3~‘

Regt continusd advance to 3 1n,zone, r3lieved elemenus XIL Corps in .7
LINZ and occupied the city. At closs. ol pﬁfwoﬁ.waﬁ policing the city’

of LITZ end maintaining la.- and order. In zdvancea on LTVZ,,r331st 1NCe
consisting of Arty fire was encountered Vic (8285) initially;  but was

Regt contimied advance in zone to Corns obgectwve encouﬂtnring moaerate
resistance from AA. Guns and Yorkar artillﬂry, Vic-(7578) and (7374). -
Regt accented surrénder of enemy ‘gdrrlison: at NEUBAU- (7979). - 24 Bn at B
clgsn of period, enroute to join Reét EXNNS captured (0080).'~'.¢ ]

85th Ren Tr: (&L Plat) attach ed"zolst Inf. Reconnoitered routes in:
advance oi Qlet Inf. 1 Plzt ‘reco ﬂuOTEBPEd routes 1n advvnce~of Zooth

| 'L'fafff 6 1ay 1945
CPr LIZ (2528) A‘sfﬁzA. 't"._‘ o _«:‘ B ,t;ij
Aftér Action Summary:. Div consolidated ooswtions—on EWND R i;he.‘
2560th Inf continued occuoaulon and police of IINZ. - . :};
;2‘ ‘é ?':




m8 May l945r

CP: LITZ (8588) AUST?IA.‘

4 After dction Sumnary' The oOtn Tnf Regt con*inued occuoation and 7
= police oI TLINZ. The,259th.and 261lst Inf Regts continusd consolidation .
v of positions along W bank of EMNNS R: Three officers from the Russian’
~7th Parachute DlVlSion contacted the 259th Inf Rezt and ‘were b"oucht“
. to Div. CP,,arriv1ng at 08l345B. Elms of~26lst Inf Regt contactea '
*;Rusqlan forces 1n”Vic STRE "@BWR” (1372) at 0818453.

P

See -6 Lav)

Regt- consolldatﬁd'positlons Qn W bunx ofWEﬁ*S B and maintained recon-
nissance patrols and- secu"1+y outnosts E. of ET¥S R, to limiting line.):. :
A Brid,c ct (0070) guarded on E.and A banks.of ri ver.. 3 Russian officers;

‘brid 26 ot (ooeo) guanued on

5 and W-bar
"4 Bn contacted thehR3331an forces in Vlci

lﬁEHCB?R (1053**
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