
After Action Reports 

From the files of: 
Charlie Gemeinhardt 

Son of Otto Gemeinhardt (260HQ) 

Both Narrative and Operations 



.. ::~\;.~ ·:,.-~;/· ,- ·? .'::'- ~ . . ~// ·/ -'. . ,, . , ·ii-::,, · •~i•~ '::•rix -x~Ait~~,~7ris-~o~~ 

.. 

it· .,.jo6'ot: Aetion Against Enemy, Report· .A.fie (After J.etio.:m. Rel)ort) 

:· AciJ•ant General:, Washingtfon, D. e .. 
{!'bru Channels) 



f 

. t_} 
',•I f-9 

,t > • - • • • • • 

s·everal bloolts with1li:_: .... VJJ1;1N~ : onl.7 to 1oae ~h.em l;)eee:u.se of _ 
· stiff enemy resistance on one flank of ~h1s':ga1n. The same sort of 
limited a.ttaek was onc:e more initiated bf. ·the 260th Infantry the 
following day., with s,imilar reslillts. .Two days later, lo March, on 
the Ieft (north) :f.'lanlt o:f the 05th In£anuy Division, the ·261.st 
Infantry put stro:ag- patrols across the Saar li1ver, north o:f.'· DILL.IN­
GEN {2684). The next day, 1''7 March, element.a Gt twe o.attalions of · 
the 261st. Infantry crossed the S-AA.R at Dmttli&E'.N (2:2-&0) to se1~e 
higJa ground south of MERZIG. The 65th !ntantry D1visi.on joined with 
Qthe.r units of the B Corps in a full-aoale frontal att-a.ck on tb.e 
Siegfried Line 180430. 

. ' 
' 

· •t 1200, 18 M.arch., the XX Corps :front line ,eoul'.d .be plotted 
roughly along a1 nox-theaat-southweat d1_a.gona1. tTnit s of the 94th 
Infantry Division and the 10th Armored bad advanced to the most 
northwester"nl-y- points on the diagonal, · to BI~ ~d ST WENDEL 
respectively. At the lower end o:£ the diagonal, the 65th Infantry 
Division, aeross the SAAR at .SilHLlt?lEBN and ju.st east of DILLllGElf, · 
was situated at the most i:tout!liwesternJ:y points. Bet'ireem these ex­
tremes, the 80th Ini"antry D1\1ision bad ~ee.ehed. LINDSCBEID (4199)., and 
LIMBAOli {3997·), while the 26th Infantry DiVisio:a, south of the 80th, 
had overrun NIEDERSAlJBACli (4092) and BUPBIOH (3591). 

Ac-cording to the original intention, the center of the a.5th 
Division attack was t-0 be ·the 210th Intantry•s •!'fort in the ~­
LA.WE.Rll bridgehead, but the 261st CT pushed so rapidly south,tard 
through lighter eneJlly resistance to take »ILLINGtffl', and then.,· taking 
off from high ground to the north ot _ tnis eit7.., on 19 J{areh, advanced.·-, 
so quickly southeast to take SAARWELLINGEN ( 3284:) , that the 260'&h · 
ID.tantry w-as pinehed out in its llOrtheastwardly attack through s.AAB.-
LAU'?ERif and at.ARLOU:CSRODEN i288l) ·to revert to Division Beserve. On j 
the southern (right J flank ot the 65th Di'Yision,. the 259th Infantry _·_ 
ad:v-anced along high ground parallel to the 261st drive, with the 
2€5lat .driving more rapidly towards the east., so that our front during · 1 
the Siegi'ried Line breakthrough was roughly a diagonal comparable to I 
the dbeetion of the XX Oorps 1 front line on 18 Mareh, running south- j 

_ west · from tlle ·zolst Ini'aatry to, tp.e · 259th Inta:at17. On 20 ~eh, fo'1! , 
e~ple, the 261st bad reached KIRSOlmOF (4284), while -the 259.tb seized, 
DILSBlJRG (43.81). The next day., the 2&ls• had tu:rth&r ,incr<&as-ed its 
lead. on other. Division: bits, when the entir• Division was ordered to 
assemble in.: the v1e1~1ty 01' NEUfflCIRODli {5983}. The 65th -was no.t i.n 
contaot with the enemy" s front line for the 'ba1-nee ot the month .. 

A:rter,assembling in the. vicinity- of NEUNKIRCBEN, the 6_5th In­
fantry Diviition moved to two successive assembly areas. Fl'"em the'· 
latter area~ near SOR\Y&EENDIM (2548), units of the Division began 
crossing the RHINE at MIBZ and OPPENEED4. The 26lst·CT was attached 
to the 6th Armored ])iv1s1on on oo~pleting its crossing, 29 Karch. 
By the la,st: day of the month, appropt-1atel:y ·enough., all units of the 
65th Infantry Division, along with a vast p~t of US striking power 
had reached; the initial objective of the ttspring off'ens~ve« - the 
ea.st bank o!f' the RHINE ;. from which positions the pursuit of scat­
tered enemy forces could be carried into the heart of Germany. 

Both, as a result of the operations of the 65th In:f'8.l3.try Division 
~uring the month of Jlarch, and of the relationship between these 
operations and the general strategy· of the "spring oi'fensiv:e", our 
operations ror,this pericd can be most convenient1y summarized under 
tbPee categories: 
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lt:as~bly o.n t?,"e wa,te:r-n ~ont, Bel1_-er of the Uth Wantry 
&1:v1sio1;2, ~.the Aggressive J:foldit1g Operations in the 

· SiPI,AU!.'EBN SectoP. (4 t~ough 17 ·much}: . . 

· The Breaehing of Siegfrieo. Y:ie Defenses East or the 
SAAR'R1ver. {18 through 21. Maxi.eh) 

' . 

(3j The Be_a.sembl.y in the vi&il\ity pf NEUNKIRCBE:N, with sub­
sequent Eastward ·*ves acroes the Saarlands to ·oross the 
RHINE River. {2~ t~ugh 51 'Max-eh}. 

{l) ~h\~ •. Perlod 2? :Februarft·~ 17 ·M&r'ebu ·The 65th Infan-
try D1V1sion. lei$· 6ID URJrf !T· ~ 1 the vleliit.y ·ot the ~lish 
Obfl.nnel port o'f •· VI.LEHI' EN CAUX., by rail a.nd t.r11ek bet;:weeu 27 
.Feb11.nary and 1 •ar•eh. .Dt.ring this period an advance party was 
located. with XX Oppa 1 .Headquoters., in THIQNVILLE. ~e Division 
had eompletelY. c.losed _ i,n the vieini.t7 or 'Elfttili.Y .(8970) on 4 Much.. 
On tb.ia same day advanced parties of SD;t:ne of tbe _ l)1Vis1on units 
reconnoitered corYespondin.g unit «uic·tors. ot the 26th Infantry- l)ivi­
sion 1a the· SAARLllJ'.fDN bt-idgehead area., The initial mission was 
that o't coxitinu1.,the aggressive defense of this sector of t)l,e 
Western Fron~ ext.~pding along the west. bank ot the SAAR Riv'1' (ex­
eept 1'>r a b:r~d.geh.es.d at SAA~UTERN 1taeU) from /43187417) on the 
right (south) flank to {l:56006} on the lett (north) :ne.u. The 
re11•f' was oompleted by 9 ·1tareh. · 

'l'be 65th Infantry I>ivision•a baptism by .fire was characterized 
by aggressive holding action, 1ntenaive patroiling; and extensive 

· use of· artillery fire e:gs.in&t e1+emy personnel and installations on 
·th& eas.t· bank of the river. The 65th Div Arty fired approximately 

1., 27~ missions with 18,812 r.cunds expended during this period. Air, 
OFs carried out extensive combat and reconnaissance mis.sions over · 
en&Iay· terr1.tory, "in addition to .flying n'\iUJlerous fil"e missions •. _. 
Patrols. ac121vely probed across the SAAR, part1cularly,1n the 261-st 
Inf. sector, where reconna.iss~ce carried out by these, ps.tro.ls 
enabled the regiment to put parts of two battalions s.oross the river 
on 17 Mareli at Menn1ngen. (2290). One of these. patrols, on_ 10 Maroh, 
merited tne Division's'!'irst battle awards when .tour EM: ot·the 261st 
Infantry c~ptured. a G~rm.a.n pi.11 box and returned with its 12 former 

. oecupants ~s prisoners; 

On both the 13 an9- 14 March the 260th Infantry ope~ed up w1 th 
limited attacks inside the SA.ARLAUTERN bricigehead in conjunction 
with XX CollP•' t~aa-division offensive to the north of the 65th 
·Infantry D'3(vis1on.. Both times several city· bloeks. were taken, but 
both times ·the 260th was forced to withdraw in the face of strong 
enemy resifltance.. However., from the_. larger pera-pective o:f the Corps' 
offensive, these attacks were prob-al>ly sucefHls:f'ul in o-0nf'us1ng the 
enemy •.. :a. ,must have miscalculated their limited nature, because 
orders for.·both days from the German High Command spoke of repelling 
fierce offensive action in the vicinity of S.AJ.RLAUTERN. · 

'While ;enemy fire was part~cularly heavy in·the BAABLAUTEBN 
bridgehead :are'-a, the enemy q_u1¢kly and accurately reacted t.o any ._of 
our movements a.long the entire sector occupied by the 65th Infantry 
Division. Individual exposure usually brought mortar and sma.11 
arms fire. : Vehicular traffic. moving towards the· t~ont frequently 
stirred _up enemy artill.ery. Again, this was heavy on arteries lead­
ing into SA.ABLAUTERN, where the roads, as t~ey eross&d a basin west 
of the cit-$, wel'e under direct -observation from enemy OPs on high 
ground eaat of-the river. Enemy patrolling w~s especially inten­
sive 1n the bridgehead area., and to the south, in the vicinity of 
DSD,OD (30?9) - probably another indication that the enemy su.s­
pecte-4 ov :&trongest efforts ~o bii! directed in this area. 
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In all, 55 PWs wex'~ taken from 4 to 17 March. · These prisoners 
came fl"om the .following German units: 

416th Infantry Division) 
719th Infantry Divisiom.) Predominantly 
347th In.fa.n.t·ry Division 
41st Fortress Bn, GAF 

· 'l':b.irty of th:ese J?Ws were. taken during the final ~y of ~b.1s perio.d 
when the ·26lst. Infantry e:rossed the SAAR ai; MENNINGEN. It ·was sig­
nificant for ,our later br-eaching of t; he Si-e,gf'ried, defenses' that, as 
the XX eorps' o:rf enai ve mounted to the northwest, interro,gat-1.on 
of ~hese prisoners revealed the growing confusion of the enemy- · 
troops facing us. · 

The Di.vision suffered. -its first .casualties in the Sas.rlautern 
sector. For this period the following G-1 ste.tisties are available: 

KIA 
MIA or CAP 

· WIA 

ottic-ers 
2 

10 

EM 
34 

2 
15a 

/ 
NOTE,: MIA figures are as of, the pe:I'iod under cons,iders:t'ion. 

Later·statiaties would show $Ome of' those in the MIA 
eateg~ry to be KIA or returned to their outf'its. 

. , 
l2) P;exaiod. 18 tllroligh 21 March: During these four days, the 

Division saw· !ts most intensive· activity in actual combat with the 
enemy. The: 65th Infantry D1vis1on joined the~ Gorps' offensive 
against th1f Siegfried Line between 0430 e.nd 0600, 18 Ma.rob.. OI 
No 5, dated 172400, gives the unit" zones of' attack .and objectives 
as planned prior to the opening of thi·s off'ens1ve. 

At the· time · ot this attack our sector along the east bank of 
t.he SAAR had been deere$s'8d from (136006) on its left' (north) .flank 
to ( 202912}: by the southeast we.rdly advance or the~ 26th Infantry 
Division, w:t:iich had overrun teri-itory to the town of HARLINGEN 
(2191), sout-h of MERZIG. ·. As of 17 March, the southern boundary o:f 
the 26th I#antry Division ran,approximately eastward, from·BIEfl,1ZEN 

· (2191), souJ;h of HAUS'fAD'f ·(2690), to a point south of PRIMSWEILD· 
(5689), the~ southeastwardly through LANDS.WEILER {418g J. The 261st 
Infantry was assigned a triangular area of which the base was its 
asse~bly positions along.the SAAR; the. hypotonuse, the southern. 
boundary of! the 26th Infantry Divis.ion -as far east as PRIMSWEILERJ 
and the elevation, a nortbeast-south•est diagonal from PRIMSWEILER 
t·o •a point o-n the SAAR between DILLIGEN -.nd SilRLOUIS-RODEN. The 
259th Infantry, on the right ( sout,hern.) flank of the Division we.• 
assigned an'.a.rea, the upper boundary of which· cut through the center 
of SAA.RLA.'OTSRN, ran between SAARLOUIS-RODEN and FRAULAUTERN, north 
or SAARWELLlNGEN, and hence up to the 26th Division boundary at 
(3i9888} • '. -1.'he southern boundary ran along that of the 70th Infantry 
Division. In between these flanking combat tee.ms, then, the 260th 
Infantry had!. a narrow corridor which included the northern half of 
SAARLAUTERN and SAARLOUIS-BODEN. 

., 

The. obJ,ectives of the attack were the seizure of five areas 
between 3,0QO and 5,000 ys.-rds in an east;ward are·from SAARLAUTERN. 
_Specifically, they were s.s follows: 

. a .• ) D ILLINGEN - 261 st .. Infa.nt~y. 
b.) High ground es.st of DILLINGEN. - 260th' Infantry. , 
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High ground at the. edge of th-e BOIS DE SAARWELLINGEN, 
north of. SMRWELLIN:GEN (east of "b" ) . - 2o0th I!lf's.ntry. 

' 

-'SAARY'ELLIBGEN, tn~: open cs.untity to the s-outh, and . 
the e,d;ge of the_ BOIS DE. BptZWEILER - 25-Sth Inf'S\l!'try. 
High ground north of GRIISBOD ( 32?7} - 259t b: Infantry. 

. . \ 

' The .. 26oth In.fa:ntry was to be prepared to as.sist the 261st 
Intan.t~y in the capture of DILLINGEN. - Fo-r this ·attack the 1st 

· -~att~llon, _260th Intan:tr,- and the 65.t.h Reconnais•anee-J~o-~p were 
attached to the 259th Infantry, ~h1le tile- $rd Battal1Gfi., 269th 
Inta_r:1.1try went into D'i_v1s1on .Reserv,a. The infantry battalions with 
the· 259ti);- Infantry w&re eoneen.trated · 1n the S:.A.ABLAUTERN bridg'ehead 
area_. The 65th Reconnais,sane·e '11roo-p was ass1gried the bulk of· the 
se,etor to the south o-r ENS-ilORF • and the right (ao•th) · beundary or 
the Division contiguous to that o,f the 71st Inf.antry Division, -
aft'er relieving ·the 3rd BattaliOI)., 259th · .Ii:xtantry, on the ML!i so 
that the latter organization -could go _to Div-1.sion Re.serve. The 
Division ~eserve was to be. pttepar.ed to (a) reinforce the 6'5th 
Reconnaiss·anee Troop, (b) proteet the right (south) flank of the 
Division, or- ( c) rein.force the 259th Infantry or 260th Infantry 
in th-e SAARLAUlfERN bri.dgehead. area. 

• This, briefl""y, was the. plan· prior to the att'ack at 1ao;£~. 
As contemplated., the main ef-f'ort was,.,t.Q be ·that of the uni ts 1n 
the SMRLAUTERN :t>ridgehee.d •. What.);iapPe-ned, howeve:r, was that the 
26ls·t Infantry- qui~kly. drove· southward to take DILLINGEN., then 
moved speedily east-ward to cut across the gener~lly nortp.ea.st 
zones of attack which had been designated for the oth-er Infantry 
Regiments • , 

I 

The 261st In1"a.ntry jumped off into the attack at' 0600, with 
elements ot the 2nd and 3rd Battalions advancing abreast, parallel , · 
to the eas'J; bank of the SAAR'. , Enemy mines and booby traps presented 
al:most as serious an obstacle to tb,eil" -pr<>gpea.s. aa the light e.Jl-fi1Y 
resistance._: which was met in the a.res.. Crossing the river during 

-_the previous day, these uniue ,b,ad entered DILLINGEN,. but eneounter.e.d 
heavy enemy resistance and wit~drew to heights north'of the-eity, 
confident that they- could ·hold these po·sitions until morning. This 
.estimate was based not only upon the b'el1-ef' th.at the 261st had 
sufficient, fire powe:r across the river to· ·repel any possible enemy 

' . 'Counteratt,..ack -during th~ night, but ·also because the 26th Infe.;q~ry 
Division had taken MERZIG during the day, and_ the .26th Infantry·· 

, .. 
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Division engineers were already construct·ing a vehicular bridge ! _ 
across thel SAAR at this point, (Thi& bridge opel;led at 1818'00. 
Vehicles of the 261st Infantry reached the ea:-st be.I.Ji~ of this point 
the followJ.ng day.,) 11

• 

By 182400, the 261st Inf·antry na.d captur.ed DILLINGEN and 
· 'the high ground to the east. Meanwhile, the 260th Infantry (with 
the 1st Batta.lion, 261st Infantry attached) and the 259th Infantry 
(with the 1st Battalion, 260th Infantry a.tta.ehed) · were meeting stub­
born enemy· opposition i~ the vicinity ·of_ the SAARLAUTERN bridge- · 
head. - The 260th Inf'e.ntry had seized· a few blecks in SAARLAUTERN, 
while.the t59tll Infantry advanced about 1,500 yards through the 
souther:ri' o-w.ts~irts of the city. At the end of the first day of the 
attack·t therefore, only the 261st Infantry 'had attained the objec­
tive vthich!was set up 1n OI No 5, 65th Infantry Division. Its units 
we:t-e in an; excellent posi~1o-n to eont1nue to the .east and they 
already_ tb:reat.ened to out·tlank enemy defenses in. the vicinity of 
SAARLAUTER:N_. As a result o:f the operations on D-Day, the .main effolt, 
the zones (l)f attack, and the oli>-jeotives were changed. OI No 6, 
65th Infantry Division {dated 182300) directed that the 1st Battalion, 
261st Infantry be returned tby motor, via the MERZIG bridge} to 
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the eec:tl?ol of its regimental co. Tb.ifs s.upen:tecl, \he :Sol.st was to 
eive tor high g7omm, first t,o· the e.aat o~. SAABWELLINGEN,: then to 
the w:est of thi.s t,own. The 261st; Intanti-y wou.lcl, t.herefore, pinch 
out the 260th Infantry north and north9:$.lit Gf &AAliuOtttS-RODEN.. The 
S~~h Il'lfant.ry .. was tc cont.1nue on its mte1on ,as atated 1.n GI Ho 5, 
which woul:d. :give the tewitory sou.th o.f ··SUB~DGEI ·aa its i.n.1-

. i1a1, ob jeet1 ve in a general.ly southeast,~~7 ai.v•. 

· The S$.eg.t.P1ed Line· was areaehe4 · tb.e tol~wi,ng day and ·the 
eaemy' s M7tb. and. ·'1l9th •Infantry Divi.sioas wePe forced to begin .a 
hasty.retreat •.. By 192400; the '261st Inte:atry had· pushed so rapidly 
and s·o tar past the objee,tives as ,et up 1n- OI No 6 that the towns 
of PIE8~'0R (32Ssl and- B:am>ORF ·(3481') had been o·oeup.ied. The 261.s.t 
Int·ant'l'}' _had ·rea11l&d its second: objective as &arly as li4:;. Prior 
to tl:lis t~, t.he iHifth Iatan•ey ha-4 b&en pi.ached o:ttt. an.d Peverteti . 
to· l)1vis1on Bea.-ve, atte:r elee.Ping t.he' XIQrthePB hal·t. o-t SAARLA;WBmj 
and' SMll,Oua-: • Mi•while, · bel.ow the 2&eth, t7he 209th Intaatr,-
ta~ out i:roi,: t and setti;heast . from 8A4Bt.Avn:RN, to seise FBAV-
1:.Al!']!l!mi (29811 ·: · ENSD0BF (10"19). The oitb. •• rr ua ·rel.Javed 
bom. tb.1i :$.,_lliver· line on .20 March, t-.o pass .tb:t'ough elements o:f.' 
the 25$1h _. 261st IIµ'antry .and reconnoite1(rollt;es in the Divisi.an: 
zone. 

'l'he &D!em.y- now gave evidence of° th_orough c.ontus.ion.. He ~tl'eatecl 
rapidly aeroas · the Saarlarid.s to eseape the g1.g8',tlc piaeers 1novem.ent 
.whieb the ~rd. and Seventh. Armies were eloJ~ abou:t the Saar Ba.at.a. 
Small dels:yJrig forces which he left behind •ere killed er eaptured. 
The 65th. Jpi.tant;ry Division swiftly' pursuad tbese ret#ieating el.ements 

· rolllghJ:7 frOJ!l the apex ot t.he t·wo•.Al'Jn1'· pincers through t.he middl'.e of 
t~e ~rowing eox-rido:r b·etween, witll its -int'a.ntr-,men motor1.ae4 ·on 
Division tr~nsport.at-lon. By 2Q24·00, the 261st 8! had reached KIR­
SCBBDF (428,4-);' t.h~ 259th, advan.cing 1~ a p~al~el ~o~-e b•elow ·that of 
"'the 26l.s:t, ~ eaptli119&d DILSBURG ( 4l8l.} and li.IDBR-SALBAOH \ 4082 ) • . 
The tollow1Jig UJ" t.he •»1vis1ori was. erder·e,d to ass-ttml>le i.n the viei­
rµty. 01" ~-OBE?f, ·and .there, in &tfeet, it awa.1t.e4 its turn to 
eress the blP.idges heaVilJ :jamm-ed with Army traff'i.ie bollUld · tor ·--tl:ie-. 
east be.Dk.a· e.f the RI:IIB. 

• · . Dvj.1;1i this period the Division sust'ained the following· ~e.sue.1-
ties: 

"': xu· · · 
: KU or OA.P .·. 
: .WIA 

Ofticera 
7. 

10 

-"gs 
60 

184 

As ,eom.paredl to 4 tbrougl). l '? Karoh, therefore, this period of offens­
ive aetivitt · naturall7 iiadieates a higher, but not· a tremendously 
W.gb.er, num.ber of KI.As and WIA.s. ~he largest increase is i.n the MIA 
c·ategory, wb:iGh is typ.ical in attack situations. 

. ( 3 J T!e Pel'iod . 2.2 throuf 31 March: From ,22 March ~o 26 Karell 
the Di visio unclartoGlt • tra!-ng aid rehabillt$;,ti.Ol1 p:ro.gra.m., dllrsing 
which t ~ phe 31'4 Bn, .259th Intaatry pa Ve lled tm\lJNKIRQEEN. On the 
26th plans 'ller.e eompletta tor the mev.ement. qt t~ J;)ivi.sion to a new 
assembly arta in the Vicinity .of RO~USIN {60.4) into whieh all. 

· ~its closeJ during 27 M$reh. B,- ttna 29th ihe Di. .. 1s1on had completei,­
c.losed · 1nto I another assembly area, near 3CDABEmm!M { f!i84 J, and the 
:first. units; or the Division began cros~1~ th~ lfl& at OPP.EmfBIK 
and .MAIR .. ( 0~ .crossing t~& IUD:~, th& .2o1at o~ was- att,e.a.he4 to ~he 
.6th Armored'. D1via1oa, and continued eastward in purs-uit of tble ellel111' 
By 31 Mareh; all uaits of the D!vision had ero.ssed the JBINE, with 
the D1v1s1oll OP located_ in LAUBACH (88li). · 
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· ~her• was no contact with the .enemy•s front lines during this 
period.. G-2 reports tell of rputine processing through the PWE, 
1,802 pr1soners•be1ng proeessed during the five day period in.the 
v1ein1t-y of NEUHIHO'BEN. irhese prisoners wel'e in large part .f:r-om 
the two. ~n infantry div!s1011s nohd above, although a hodge 
podge ·o.r·.,.sorted units were ident1.f1ed, 1nc1:ieat1.ng that the enemy 
had tb.ro'Wl!ll whatever manpowe.r wa.s avail.able into a futile attempt 
to stem the retreat acr·o•s the SAAR Valley. T0ward the end of the 
period, str.aggle:r-s ana. i:-emnants oi' rear area personnel, such s.s 
Alarm Gompanie.s, March Companies ,and SOS units, were captured in 
our .-rap.id advance. 

Oasualt~es during this .final period were extremely ~ight,~be­
eaus-e of the la.xi ty of enemy action. · 

KIA 
'Jill or-CAP 
WIA 

Offieera 1 . 

4 

Since the~ .figure is a eomulative one, the is MIAs at the end of 
the month indieat·e the propoPtionately large number of perso:nn.el 
listed as MIA in the second period which could 'l?e definitely_/~ia.ced 
into another eat·egory, prior to the end of the month. 'fhe ·1>1-vision 
was maintained at full strength during the entire month..__of March. 

~ ,, . 

S~Y: In oonelusion, then, the most outstanding acheivem&nt o:f' 
·the 65th Infantry Division during the month of March was the brea.eh­
ing of Sieg1'ried defenses near SAARLAU'l'ERN. This was aceomplished 
in cooperat1otL with the gigantic p•inchers offensives of ,the Saar , 
Valley by the Third and s~venth Armies. Outflanked in his positions 

.. near S.lARLAUTERN, the enemy was· 1"oreed to retreat across the Saar­
J.a:nds, but ~ot until he bad put up a bitter two day battle in·tbe, 
bridgehead area., The 65th r!ipidly purslled the enemy to NEUNKIRCHBN, 
where the Division was ord.er~d to assemble. A:f'ter ass·emollng in 

• two mor& ar♦as, the 65th Infantry Division crossed the RHINE River, 
with all units reported on the east bank of the RHINE on the last 
day· of the 11lonth. 

s. RI', 
Ma. jor General, U. S. Army, \ 

Commanding. 
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···~· ....... . HEADQUARTERS 6~TH. INFANTRY. DIVISION · """lAS 
-P+++-m+++++++++++++++++ unu SIFIED + Auth:OG65!Ji:Inf Div + /'I 
+ Init: ~ + -· AFO 200, us ArmYi11 f./ 
!+~!!!.~++~+t~!!;~~~i~•,! 7 April 1945 lf\ 

Subjt10.t: Aoti.on71nst Enemy, Report After (Afte; Action Report). \ 

To : Commanding Genera1, 65th Infantry Division 

OPERATIONS 

4 Karch 45 

DIVISION OP..: · ENNERJ (ua967oa), failio~ , ~ __ -¾- r,:;i 
11 

• ,, 

I~~~ ~ Pf/. !l, I~ -

ATCHD: 691st TD Bn (T) at o41200. l_; ?;I 1 7 
5~6th.AAA AW Bn (Ubl) at 041800. · 

The Div in assembly area V1 c of ENNERY (ua967oa) was engaged in pre-
_ para tions for the relief of the 26th Inf Div in its sector (318747) 
to (136006) along the SAAR R. The relief was to be accomplished dur­
ing three consecutive nights starting at 1800 on the night of 5-6 Mar. 
Ol:ganic uni ts reoonnoi tered the corresponding unit sectors in the 26.th 
Inf Div sector. 

259TH INF: Advanced party moved in~o the area occupied by the 328th 
Inf. 

260TH INF: Advanced party moved into the area occupied by the 101st 
Inf. 

5 Karch 45 

DIVISION OP: ENNERY (us967oa), FRANCE. 

Elements of the Div began the relief of the 26th Inf Div at 051800. 

259TH INF: Accomplished the relief of the 328th Inf with the 1st Bn 
on the MLR. The 2nd Bn in Regtl Res Vic of UBERHERBN 
(245726): 3rd Bn as Div Res Vic of FALCK (197706). 

a6arB INr: 1st Bn relieved 2~d Bn of the 101st Inf in the SAAlU.AU~ 
.Brhd •.. 

261ST INF: Advance parties moved 1 to zone of t~"IIDN 

6 March 45 CANCELI._ED 

/ 
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. . ~UfAlff GEf!liYAl-

Elements of the Div continued the rf!!!!!!!l!!!~~!!!!!~~/~~~--~"/1.'L·.!..·½!:.~~_jf 
DIVISION oP: ENNERY (ua96708), 

260TH INF: 2nd Bn relieved 3rd Bn, .·.lClst Inf, with slight opposition. 

261ST INF: 

~o,I 

_3· 

Accomplished relief of 104th Inf. 

- 1 ... UNCLASSlflEI 
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-'illllfEg 1 

DIV ARTY: 867th FA Bn and 720th FA Bn relieved 180th FA Bn and 263rd 
FA Bn. 

65TH RON TR: Atobd to the 261st Inf. 

7 Karch 4; 
DIVISION OB; ENN~ (U8~6708), FRANCE, 

BOU1aY ('&097657), FRANOE. 

Co 11 011 , 778th Tk Bn at 070700. 
Oo "A", 81st 0ml Bn (!(ts} at 070700. 
l258th•Engr (0) Bn at 070700. 

ATCED: 

DNCLASSJFJED 

The CG of the 65th Inf D1v assumed command of the sector at 0700. The 
Div maintained aggressive defense in the sector. All Inf units of the 
26th Inf Div relieved by the 65th Inf Div, with the exception of one 
Bn of the 101st Inf in the sAABLAUTEBN Brhd area., by the close of the 
period. Units on the :MLR patrolled aggressively and Res units conduct­
ed training and organization of successive defense positions. 

259TH INF: 

260TH INF: 

Completed relief of the 328th Inf by close of the period, 
with 1st, 2nd and 3rd Bns of the 259th Inf relieving the 
2nd, 1st and 3rd Bns of the 328th Inf respeoti vely. The 
2nd Bn in Regtl Res. 

! 
2nd Bn relieved the 3rd Bn, 101st Inf in the sAARLAUTElm · 
Brhd area, completing the relief at 070130. 3rd Bn moved 
into Brhd area at 072400. 

261ST INFt(with 65th Ren Tr and 1258th Engr (C) Bn Atohd): Completed 
relief of the 104th Inf at 070450, 1st, 2nd and 3rd Bns of 
·the 261st Inf r~lieving respective Bns of the 104th Inf. 
2nd Bn, 261st Inf, Mtzd in Corps Res Vic RE.MERING. 

DIV ARTY: Hq 65th Div Arty, 868th FA Bn and 869th FA Bn complete 
relief of 26th Div Arty, 101st FA Bn, and 102nd FA Bn. 

65TH RON TR: 

DIVISION m>i 

Maintained contact with 94th Ron on L nank. 
26th Ren Tr at 0315. 

8 Karch 45 

BOULAY (Qo97657), FRANOE. 

Relieved 

Div continued aggressive 4.efense in seoto·r with units on .MLR operating 
strong combat patrols to exploit and destroy enemy installations. · 

259TH INF: let Bn maintained and improved positions on MLR. 2nd Bn, 
Regtl Res, and 3rd Bn, Div Rea, undergoing Tng and organ­
ization of successive defense positions. 

. 

' 

2b0TH INF: 1st Bn maintained aggreaaive defensetin SAA.Rt.AU!ERN lb:hd.~ 1 

2nd Bn relieved 3rd Bn, 101st Inf. Relief completed 070130. 
Mar 45. 3rd Bn cleared into SAARLAUTERN Brhd 24oO. 

- 2 -
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, ONCLASSlf it~ 
261ST INF· .(with Atohd units as of 7 Mar): Active patrolling, with 

Ren patrol oroasing the SAAR R. 2nd Bn released from 
CoXP-s·Res to revert ia.tLto control of 00, 261st Inf at 
0016;0 liar. -- R!HJ 

DIV ARTY: Fired numerous missions, infiioting damage on the enemy as 
follQws: ,4 mortars neutralized, 1 88mm neutrali~ed, 2 
vehicles destroyed, 1 enemy battery silenced. Air OP 1 s 
new combat and Ron patrols~ 

65TH RCN TR: (See 7 Kar) Manned OP 1 s; patrolled; defended sector. 

9 ll~oh 45 

DIVISION OP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE. 

Aggressive defense of sector continued with units on the KLR improv­
ing their positions. Div Arty fired h&rrassing missions causing 
damage and casualties to the enemy. 

260TH INF: 3rd Bn completed relief of 1st Bn, 101st Inf at oso4oo. 
261ST INF: Active_ patrolling. 

DIV ARTY: Fired 119 missions, with 1,977 rounds expended. The fol~ 
lowing d.Bmage was infiioted upon the enemy: Two. enemy OP' s 
neutralized, fou:r KG 1 s neutralized, six mortars silenced 
and one tank apparently hit. 

65TH RON TR: Active patrolling, and manning of OP'1 s. 
tact with 26th Ron Tr. 

Maintained con- · 

10 :Ma.rob 45 

DIVISION OP: BOULAY (Qo97657), f.RANOE. 

Div continued to aggressively defend and improve positions along the 
entire front from (31?747) to (136006). Strong combat patrols probed 
enemy positions during the period. Div Arty fired harrassing missions 
Which inflicted damage on the enemy. 12 PW' s captured by patrol of 
261st Inf which crossed the SAAR R. 

DIV ARTY: F1red 106 missions, with 1,150 rounds expended. Air OP's 
conducted 42 combat and Ren patrols and 8 fire missions. 
Following damage infiiot~d on the enemyJ 7 KGe silenced, 
3 mortars silenced, 1 truck apparently destroyed and 1 88mm 
gun ·put out of action. · 

65TH RON TR: Patrolled across SAAR R. 

11 March 45 
DIVISION CP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE. 

ATCHD: 176th FA Bn 
7lf.4th FA Bn (Btry" on, 21J.3rd FA Bn Atchd) ,. . 
(Atohd to Div Arty) ..• 6] .. 

- 3 - .... · ll~Jlrtl 
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DETCBD: Oo "A1 , 81st 0ml Bn (Ktl) 
oo non, 778th Tk :en 

Active defense and the improvement of positions on the MLR continued 
by the Div with Div Arty in olose support. Raiding parties continued 
to probe and harrass the enemy. 

DIV ARTY: W1 th 176th FA Bn and 71+4-th FA Bn (Btry "C", 243rd FA Bn 
Atohd). Fired 14-4- missions, with 1,813 rounds expended. 
Following damage to the enemy: 3 )(Gs neutralized, 1 MG, 
1 mortar, and l AT gun~apparently destroyed, with direct 
?its on 1 pill box and 3 trucks. 

12 March 45 
DIVISION oP: BOULAY (Q.097657), FRANCE. 

Div continued active defense of its sector with the Div Arty in close 
support. 

259TH. INF: let Bn relieved by ]rd Bn on MLR. 
VIO of FALCK (19770b). 

1st Bn Div Res, in the 

DIV ARTY: Fired 182 missions, With 1,932 rounds expended. Following 
damage to enemy: Direct hits on several pill boxes, 4 MGs 
neutralized, severai mortars neutralised, 16 enemy person-
nel casualties. · 

13 Karch 45 

DIVISION OP; BOULAY (Q.097657), FRANCE. 

Div continued aggressive defense of its sector, with p~tro~s probing 
enemy positions. Limited Atk made in SAARLAUTErl:N Brhd area, with all 
Inf units increasing their activity as diversion in conjunction with 
Oorps Atk. 

259TH INF: 

260TH m1: 

261ST INF: 

DIV ARTY: 

ls~ Bn (Div Res) begins extensive training in Vic of 
FALCK (197706). . , 

2nd and 3rd Bns me.de limited EJ,ttaok in SA4attAtJ'TERN Brhf 
~ea. 2nd Bti Atk~ l '30700 to seize buildings in :Slock AZ 11 

{Map: 1:2500) SAARLAUTERN Brhd. Buildings held un~il late 
afternoon when Atkg Elms withdre~ because 3rd Bn was un,.. 
able to seize buildings in adjacent block against very 
stiff enemy resistance. 3rd Bn Sptd 2nd Bn Atk, but 
gained very little ·ground because of rigid enemy opposi­
tion. 

2nd Bn began relief of 1st Bn on the MLR at.:-1930. 

Fired 316 ~issions, with 4,885 rounds expended. Following 
damage to the enemy: 5 JIGs neu:t~alized., l J!G apparently 
destroyed, 3 mortars silenced, 1 direct hit on an Armd 
vehicle. Air oP 1 s. fiew 27 missions, of which 4 were fire 
missions and 23 combat Ren patrols. 

-4-



' . 

14 Karch 45 

DIVISION cP: BOULAY (~097657,), FRANCE. 

DETCED: 176th FA Bn at 140600. 

Div continued aggressive defense of sector, reducing enemy resistance 
in the Vic of SPURK (323746). Limited Atks made in the SAARLAUTERN 
Brhd area. 6 PW 1 s taken. ' 

259TH INF: 

260TH IIF:l 

261ST INF: 

DIV ARTY: 

3rd Bn continued to improve position on the MLR.1 One 
Plat of Co 11 K11 entered the town of SPURK. Advances made 
on the R nank. 

2nd Bn ll&ile4 Bldge dn Block II IG" SAABLAUTEBN Brhd.-· How­
ever, attacking Elms were forced to withdraw due to'heavy 
enemy fire. 

2nd Bn completed the relief of the 1st Bn on MLR at 0300. 
1st Bn assembled in the Vic of REMERING (195745) as Regtl 
Res, to initiate training program. 

J1red 239 missions, with 4,048 rounds expended. Damage 
to the enemy as follows: Direct hits on several enemy 
OP 1s, l Burp gun neutraiized, bit observed on Neberwerfe~, 
6 KGs and 3 mortars neutralized, direct hit observed on 
88rmn gun, 1 vehicle apparently destroyed. Air OP•s new 
20 combat and Ren missions. 

15 Karch 14-5 

DIVISION OP: BOULAY (Q097657), FRANCE. 

Div continued active defense of its sector. 

261ST INF: 1st Bn began relief of 1258th Engr (C) Bn ·in its sector 
on the :MLR at 1930. · 

DIV ARTY: Fired 136 missions, with 2,197 rounds expended. Damage 
to the enemy as follows: Several casual.ties to enemy per_ 
sonnel, 3 mortars and 3 MG•s neutralized, 9 direct hits on 
pill boxes, 1 direct hit on anti-aircraft gun. Air OP 1 s 
flew 27 combat and Ren patrols. 

16 Ma.rob 14-5 

DIVISION ep: BOULAY (Q.097657), FRANCE. 

DETCBD: 1258th Engr (C) Bn at 160800. 

The Div continued to aggressively defend the entire sector with Inf 
units increasing their activity against the enemy. 1 PW captured. 

. ~ 

261ST INF: 1st Bn relieved 1258th Engr C Bn on MLR and the 65th Ren 
Tr on Div (N) left flank. Relief began 1930 and completed 
2115. Combat patrols operating E of the SAAR R. 

- 5 .,,,,,, 
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DIV ARTY: Fired 159 missions, with 2,539 rounds expended. Damage to 
the enemy as follows: Fires started in suspected supply 
dump, RR car apparently set afire, 2 observed hits on train, 
3 MG'~ and 3 mortars neutralized, direct hits on a flak 
tower, 2 gun positions neutralized. Air OP's conducted 28 
combat and Ren missions. 

65TH RON TR: Operated .Ren and combat patrols during first part of .. 
period. Reld by 1st Bn, 261st Inf at 2115, to assemble 
in the Vic of MERTEN as Div Res. Reld from Atchmt to 
261st Inf at 170030. 

17 Yarch 45 

-DIVISION oP: BOULAY (Qo97657.), FBANOE closed 171830 Kar. 
VILLING (Ql.987651, ·FBANOE openecl 171830 Mar, 

Div continued aggressive defense of its sector and made plans to Atk 
from the Vic of SAARLAUTERN (18o430). The 261st Inf crossed the SAAR 
R, capturing the high ground S of MERZIG, and prepared to Atk DILLINGEN 
{180430). · 

259TH INF: 

260'1'H IN": 

261ST INF: 

DIV ARTY: 

3rd Bn continued active defense in sector but made prep­
arations to be Reld by 65th Ron Tr prior to 1ao530. 2nd 
and 3d Bns began move to Fwd assembly areas 1900. 1st 
and 2d Plats Oo aon4 748th Tk Bn Atchd 1830. let Bn, 
260th Inf Atchd 172 00. 

continued aggress1~ ,,td.~e.fens~ of SAARLAUTERN Brh~. Jle.dct 
preparations to .A:tlt from vu, sAARLAUTER!i 1ao600. 1st Bn, 
261st Inf Atchd 260th 1830. Co •on, 748th Tk Bn (less 1st 
and 2nd Plats) Atchd 260th Inf 171830. 

Elms of 2nd and 3rd Bns crossed the SAAR R in the Vic 
_MENNINGEN (227904) during the morning hrs, seizing high 
ground S of MERZIG, and prepared to Atk DILLINGEN 180600. 
Co "C" 265th Engr C Bn and one Co 691st TD Bn {T) Atchd. 

Fired 190 missions, with 1,468 rounds expended. Damage to 
the En as follows: 6 MG 1s neutralized, 3 direct hits on 
88-mm ,uns, 1 hit ·.on Tk observed, l enemy OP neutralized. 
Air OP s conducted 9 combat and Ren patrols. Div Arty 
made preparations to Spt Atk to begin 1ao430. 

65TH RON TR: (See 259th Inf). 

18 llarch ~5, 

DIVISION OP: VILLING (Ql98765), FBANOJl. 

Div Atkd in the Vic of SAARLAUTEBN. Atk started 043_0. 

259TH INF: {With Atohd units as listed 17 Kar): The 3d Bn Reld on 
MLR by 65th Ren Tr at 0510. 3d Bn Div Res Vic ALT-FOR­
WEILER (250758). The 1st and 2d Bns with 1st Bn, 260th 
Inf Atchd, Atkd Vic SAARLAUTERN at o430. Progress of 
1,500 yds was made against strong En resistance. 

- 6 -
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260th INi': " (With Atchd uni ts as listed 17 Mar): .i.'tkd 0600 Vio SAABLAUUBN, 

and seized Blocks "IQ", "AZ" and parts of "C" and 11 K" (map 
SAARLAUTERN Brhd 1:2,500) captured. Unsuccessful in breaking · 
out of Brhd. 1st Bn 261st Inf relieved from attachment 20;0 · 
and began movement by motor to rejo~n 261 Inf Vic MERZIG. 

261st INF: (With Atchd units ~s listed 17 Mar): The 2nd and 3rd Bns Atkd 
0600 and seir..ed DILLINGEN ( 270845) and the high ground to the 
N. Plans were made to renew Atk to the E 191200. 

DIV ARTY: In close Spt of attacking units. 

19 March 45 

DIVISION CP: VILLING (Ql98765) mNCE. 

Div continued to Atkin its z expanding the SAARLAUTEBN ·Brhd and capturing 
the towns of SAARL0UIS (285800), SAARL0UIS RODEN (285820), FRAULAUTERN' 
(295813), NALBACH (314872), ENSDORF (305790) and SAARWELLINGEN (325a43). 
120 PWs were taken. 

259th INF: (With 1st Bn 260th Inf Atchd): Continued Atk to N and E and 
captured the high ground S of SA.ARWELLINGEN and towns of 
ENSDORF and FRAULAUTERN. 3rd.Bn reverted to Regtl control in 
the Vic of ALT-FORWEILER at 1800. 

2,oth :m:1: Continued J.'tk · to the N and E ~!~~1ng the towns of s.u.RLOUJ:S 
and SAARLOUIS RODII and. high gtoun« to tQ J. The Regt was 
pinched out at 1800 by the progress of the 261st Inf and became 
Div Res in the Vic of SAARLOUIS RODEN. Followed by bounds in 
Z of 259th Inf. Co 11 0°, 748th Tk Bn (- 1st and 2nd Plats) 
relieved from attachment 1800. 

261st INF: (With Atchd units as listed 17 Mar): Atkd from line of the 
PRIX RN of DILLINGEN and oaptw.-ed NALBACH (314872) 4 PIESBACH 
(322887), BILSDORF (34oa77) and SAARWELLINUEN (3258 3). 
cont.inued Atk to the E making rapid progress against light En 
resistance. · 

DIV ARTY: Fired 179 missions in close Spt of Inf Atk, with 3, 7'32 rounds 
expended. Damage to the En as follows: 2 gun positions knocked 
out. Smoke and propaganda missions fire~ throughout the period. 
Air OP 1s conducted 21 missions of which 16 were combat and Ron 
patrols and 5 were fire missions. 

DIVISION OPs: 

20 :March 45 

VILLING (Ql98765) i'RAllOE. 
SAARLAUTERN (Q285800) ClEBKANY 
REISWEILER (Q38885l) GEFWANY 

Div continued its rapid eastward Adv against light En resistance, by motor 
and foot, with positions at the close of the period as indicated below. 
Many populated places ta.ken. 



.. 

259th INF (1st & 2nd Plats, Co 11 011 , 748th Tk Bn Atohd): In Vic of DILS­
BURG (416816). NIEDERSALBAOH (400823) at the close of the 
period. 

!60tb INF~: Div Res. Conducted mopping up operations on S flank of Div 
in the Z of the 259th Inf. Assembled Vic DILSBURo·et the 
close of the period. 1st Bn reverted to Regtl control at 
200600 Apr. 

261st INF (1 Co, 691st TD Bn & 1st & 2nd Plats, 748th Tk Bn Atchd): In 
Vic of XIRSCHHOF f420845) at the close of the period. 

DIV ARTY: Fired no missions, but followed Inf units closely by means of 
rapid displacements so as to provide potential. Spt. Displace­
ment accomplished by leap frogging Bns along parallel roads. 
Air OP 1 s carried out numerous Ren patrols. 

65th RON TR: 

DIVISION OP: 

Reld from position along BAAR R, and passed through ·the 259th 
and 261st Infs to carry out Ren of Fwd areas in the Div Z. 

(Atohd Div....,): Protected 8 fiank of the Div; maintained 
contact with 70th Inf Div. 3rd cav Gp (lees one sqn) passed 
through 259th and 261st Infs to carry out Ren of FWd areas 
in the Div z. 

21 March 45 

REISWEILER (Q388851) GEBUANY 
NEUNKIROBEH (Q593834) GERMAN.Y 

Div continued rapid Adv to E until ordered to assemble for rehabilitation 
and training, Vic NEUNKIROHEN. 600 pwts were taken and numerous populated 
places taken. 

259th INF: Continued Adv in Z until ordered to assemble in the Vic of 
FRIEDRICHSTHAL ( 535805). Numerous populated places taken. 
Prepared to police NEUNKIROEEN with one Bn. 

260th IU\ Continued Adv in the Z of the 259th Inf until ordered to e.ssemblef 
1,n the Vic of QUIERSOBIED ( 535ao,) • 

261st INF: Continued rapid Adv in rz until ordered to assemble in the Vic 
of KLEIN OTTWEILER (678830). ¥any populated localities taken. 

DIV ARTY: Activities; same as 20 March. Assembled Vic of NEUNKIRCHEN. 

65th RON TR: Continued Ren of the Div Z until ordered to assemble in the 
Vic pf MERCHWEILER (505a45). 

22 March 45 

Div initiated training and rehabilitation program, and patrolled their 
respective areas. 

259th INF: 3rd Bn continued patrolling NEUNKIRCEEN. 

23 March 45 

Activities; same as 22 March. 

- 8 -
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· 24 March 45 

Activities; same as 22 March. 

Aotivities; same as 22 March. 

26 March 45 

Div continued training, rehabilitation and maintenance of equipment. Plans 
were completed for movement of the Div to a new assembly area in the Vic 
of R0CKENHAUSEN (14062144). 

27 Karch 45 

DIVISION 0Pa: NEUNKIROREN (Q59~a34) GERlLAN? 
ROODliHAUSDT (11002144) GERMANY 

Div began movement to new assembly area. Plans were formulated to move 
the D1v into a Fwd assembly area from which to cross the RHINE R in the V10 
of MAINZ. 

259th INF: 3rd Bn released from Div control, to revert to the control of 
the CO, 259th Inf at 271200. 2nd Bn closed in new assembly 
area in the Vic of SOHWABENHEIK (M2594a1). 

28 March 45 

DIVISION CPs: ROOKENHAUSD {KO62144) GEHM.ANT 
SOHW!BEN:sEill' {ll259481 l GERl.Wtt 

Div moved from assembly area Vic ROCKENHAUSEN (062144} to assembly area 
Vic SOHWABENHE Ild ( 25 9481) • 

259th INF; Olosed R00KENHAUSEN assembly area and moved out to new assembly 
area Vic SOHWABENEEIK. 

260th IJl,I; Closed in new usembly area Vic SOBWABENHEI-., ( except for one 
oo, 2nd Bn and attachments). 

261st INF: Olosed in assembly area at ijIEBEINEEIM (3134). Atchd to 11th 
Armd Div 281000. Reverted to Div at 281900. 

DIV ARTY: Moved to new assembly area Vic SCHWABENBEIM:. 

65th RCN TR: Moved to new assembly area Vic SCIDVABENHEIK. 

29 :u:aroh 45 

DI VISION OP: SOHWABENHEill (:M259481) GERMANY 

D1v closed in SCHWABENHEIM area, an~ prepared to cross the RHINE Rat 
OPPENHEIM. 

259th INF: 0losed SCHWABENHEIM area. Prepared to cross RHINE R. 

- 9 -
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260th :qr: Remaining Elms oloe.ed SOHWABENHEIM area.* Im. t1a.ted. move. 

-~&QA! ~I!J! R at· ~I•··-,;•~nning 292400. Prepared to 
4e.~~~IN ~363) and continue Adv in Div z. 

261st INF: Mtzd. Initiated move across RHINE Rat 291950. Atchd to 
6th Al'md Div at 291845. 

DIV ARTY; No firipg during the period. Carried on Ren across RHINE R 
for suitable displacement. Preparations. for displacement 
completed. · 

65th RON TR: Crossed RHINE Rat MAINZ at 291620 to screen Adv of the 
261st Inf in moving NE. 

DIVISION OP: 

30 March 45 

SCRWABENEEIM (259481) GERMANY 

Div advanced NE in Z from HATTERSHEill with one CT. Remainder ofi>iv 
continued to cross RHINE R. 

259th INF: Initiated movement across the RHINE Rat OPPENREil. Entire 
Regt, with the exception of half a Bn across the RHINE R by 
close of period. 

260th INJ:r Detruoked at HA.TTERSHEIJl (5363) and advanced N and NE in Div 
z with 2 Bne abreast. 

261st INF: Atchd to the 6th Armd D1v. 

DIV ARTY: Completed crossing' of RHINE Rat 2115. 

65th RON TR: Atchd 261st Inf. 

31 March 45 

DIVISION OPt SOHWABENHEIK (ll25948l), GE.RM4NY 
LAUBACH (887165} GEBUJ.NY 

Div continued its rapid Adv in Z to N and NE. Large number of PW 1 s taken. 

259th INF: Completed crossing of RHINE R. Made rapid Adv to NE in Div z • ... 
260tl;l INF: Continued rapid Adv to Nit ,in Div z. 
261st INF: Atchd to 6th Armd Div. 

DIV ARTY: Rapid displacements in Spt of Inf uni ts. 

65th -RON TR: Atchd to 261st Inf. 

' of s, G-3 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X SI.H!i!:~ X 
XA.uth: CG, 65th Inf Divx 
x!nit:~ x 
x.Date x 
xxxxxxxxxxxxx 

APO 200, US Army 
10 July, 1945 

Subject: After Action Heport for April 1945. (Action against enemy) 

TO Adjutant General, Washington, ·D. c. 
(-Through Channels) 

INTRODUCTION: 

f ••' 

April was a month of movement for the entire American Army-. Af t'f.,t' 
the _Siegfried breakthrough, all divisions pushed rapidly across Germany, 
with such enemy action as t,hey met bein3: generally a?a ttered, hmvever 
bitter. ,\ 

Vfhat was true for US forces as a whole was true for .the fr5th 
Infantry Di vision.. • 

-qoughly, the p:i. th which the Division followed after crossintJ the 
RHI!-IB at r-.~AINZ and OPPEJ\fffBD.'. during the last few days of 1rarch, was a 
northeastward one. Tho zone of operations ran north of FRAfiCt?lmT, 
then northea-st to HERSFELD and E.SCF!lNEGE., where it bent e_astward, to 
end at the MUHLHAUSEW -· LA1TGEJ\JSALZA restraining line. rrbe Di vision 

,,.. 

was then moved south, out of its position in the vanguard of infantry 
units headed for the central German cities of GOTHA and I5RPFl1T, and 
assigned to the less spectacular job of mopping .up behinc1 the 817th and 
89th Divisions, as VIII Corps Reserve. In this capacity, the Division 
moved from assembly area to assembly area; from BERKA, to '\VALTERSHAUSEH,; 
to ARNSTADT. 

Then, on 17 April, the Division moved 1·1ith the XX Corps, from tbe 
northerr1ost flank of the 'rhird Army,_ to its southerr:1.ost flank, taking a 
route from ARNSrt1ADT, through COBURG, to reassemble ne·ar BAT'3T1RG-. 
Another movement to Altdorf prougbt the 65th to ·a. second zone of oper-
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ations, this tir1e extending southeast towards the DA"·T(JW~, ar.n REGEJ:JS- 1 • 

BURG. By the end of the mont(:t, · the 65tb had tak0n the upper DA:'ITT3E · ,.,\ 
river port, and vms ready to move still further southeast, into Aust_ria, i,! 

i in !.:;he first week of 1~ay. 

t, ( NOTB: ALL TP:"P. r-"EFTI01r.m :SF.T,o'~! rs Tw·o FOURS AF'F~R GRm.rr,v1cn ri:1r 0E). 

THE PBRIOD 1 APRIL TO 7 .APRIL: 

On completing its crossing of the RTUFB R, tbe 6f5th Infantry 
Di vision assembled in the vicinity of If.ArC'I'ElTBACE ( 2846), ,,d th the 259th 
Infantry grouped ·Nest of HERSFELD ( 3853) and the 260th TYlfantry in the 
area between_ N.AUSIS (25.65) and RENSSIJ'At:SS}; (2660). The 261st Infantry 
was attached· to the 6th A~~ored.Division. · 

1 At this tir:ie, the Division was oper:1.ting under XX Corps Qperntion·s 
t' Instructions No 76, dated 31 March, ~:hich defined the objectives for 
\. the three infantl'Y di visi·ons in the Corps zone as follo1vs: The 65th 
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.··, .. ~li Di visions· we're to· 11 . i \:w.tth; th.a· 66th· ·»r,v,f;IJ19i -~,( .. 
" ,.· .. right (S) flank, and ·the 80t4 -DiVisi:on .•-611 th.e (nor:thJ f'J.-.ank' o:t' :t;b:e· · · · 
·:c·-t:3:0i!pst attack.- The 5th Infantry Di_v-1sion remain~d ·~n ·Corps reserve. ·: >t~ 

' e • ~:, f 1 L' \ < ' • • • • • • / J: • ~,• :::~:~ 

'·: · , : ,, ·~e· ultimate· objective· ·of· the. XX Corps· was the se.izur.e of WEIMAR . ::,. -~ 
.:cc.~nC,.:ERFURT; while the·xrr Cor-ps·drove"fo,:- GOTH.A and A:RNSTADT .. ··Thein-. · J 
·- itial.inst;ruetipns to ·tbe 8_0th and 65th ~visions 'provided that the 80-qh: ;, · ·i 
·~ w~uld attack to· seize KASSEL,. while t~' would ltlove· north and east · · i 
, Jn ·.1.t t s -zone behind the ·6th. Armored I!i'!t,'f a and the 3d Cavalry. Group.. · '.j · 
· .'fhe 65th ws:s to b.e · ready to ~.ss ·through these latter organizations to · ?! 

. a-nea.rhead the'atta.ck in its ~z~iie,. :,,up·on rec·eivinl2' such a:n order the 261st· , 
41' . ..,, l 

· t'lr11.tantry, -attached· to the· 6th Armored·, and two Tanlc Destroy.er Contpariies, , '.,l 

attached to ~he 3d Cavalry Group,. were to re\7ert. back to the cq~ol of .... .. 
·the 65th Division.. ·?,:,,. ·'.i 

'··, ~m;,· , , J 
~ . <.~/ '>]~j~ ' . ·, 

, 'Although.all the ·provi~1orts of' this• Operat1on~,In~tri.tctions we~e not -j 
carried ou?, and the 65th Infantry Di vision was stoppe~ before rea,ching .. ;1 
th~ WE!MAR-ERFURT .line, Operations· I.nstr1:rc_tions· No 76 au9st·antially acted .. '.1 

a~ the .ba.-sis of: all op13ra tions from 1 April until '8 April.. _ . . ·. j 
' ', The zdne 0-f operat:t<nts 'during .this period ,opened, on a front ·west of . ·] 

the Ftr,LDA RIVER 11· miles wide,. betwe~n ;BEBRA (4465} .anq. l$UMOHSG~N ;1 
.· {3175),. At the close of, the period, the Dfvisio'n occupied the 11. mi1.e '" ,:f 

wide MUHLHA. · USEN ( 909~'} .;. . ¼NG;ENSALZA. (_03$2) line·~. ~i th re·con:na:i ss~c~ . 1 
and secur.ity patrols. in force east of·LANGENSALZA~ ·Tb.e 1st Bn, ,~6lst · J 
In;t;~try. pu.sh~d. a-a far -east as· S'OHL9THE!M ( 0398 ), _8,' miles northeast of · ::~1·· 
'.MUS-HAUS1$N {9095 t, .,while it was attacihed to the 6th Armore·d Di vision. · · ~, 
Between -the FULDA RIVER ·llne. and. :t;he .1,fil~USEN-~NGENSALZA line, the 
65t;h Division pursued a genfill,l~llJ northeastwardl-y· course until the. ri.ght ,i· 

. {'south) flapk of the Di vi:gioh reached U:LfEN .( 5974 Y, when the right flank 'i 
·tul"ned.;::ea.s:t;' and: slightly south, so that at the widest, point, this. zone .~ .. 
~t op&rations was approximately i4 mil~j wide between STRUTH (7994) and 
a. .'Pot~t 1-1/2 miles, s·outh of CREUZBURG (7576). The souther.rt flank then ·, "· 
returned to a nbrtneastwardly direction, to again, narrow· the width of. , · ·: 1 
th~ tro~t t:o the 11 m1ie. d1st~nce which· 1 t bad measured during the FULDA · 
°'1'0S3ing. - . · · . , .. 

. , 
The ,info:rm~tion in Co_rp~ Operation$· Instructions No ·76 wag dissem1n- · / • 

at-ed. to ·the· '65'th Division in Field Order No 2, dated :011630 April,-. which.): .d 
a:~so outlined the operations· .for .the FULDA_ RIVER crossing. The . t:t.'fi'(#, .f'or J 
the attack wa. s. !!>P6:~ifi-ed -as 020600 April,_. with the 65th Inf'ant;r~ ... ~;11.~,i .. ?.~. 1 
pass:tng through• the 3d cavalry Group. The 259th a.nd 290th. Infan~r-~:·. -l 
to cros·s ·abreast; on .the right ( south) flank; an:d the le'ft ,(north) f'lenk -· .. l 
resp~ctively •. ~iv Arty .was to ·.r1re no prepa.ra. tion, but: ,vas to lay down ·1·· 

smoke afte.r the- initia,l surprise had b~e·n lost. · The-65th Ren Tr., which ·. ·. 
had -been releas~d from 6th ,Armored Division control on l'April, was to 
assemble in Division Reserve~ in the Vicinity of ERSRODE (3065), but be .'l 
prepared to pas~ 'through either the 269th ·o.r the 269t~ on·Div1siori- Order, "'. 
onee ·the objecttve, f:irst,.the West bank of the FULDA, then high ground·_,· 
to the East o_f t;he river, had been sei ted.. ;The 265th Engr ( C) Bn was ,1 

to eonstruc,t a vehicular. bri~g.e capable of ~usta:1:ning Di visi9n loads , 
within each battalion area. .. . . . l 

A~ide fr&· the proposed bridge'.'"'}'~ilding progr1:1-m, · the instructions .... ~i.
1 fn· Field or~er Jo 2 were earr•ied out practically i*tact. The Infantry -:i 

~eg.iment~ jrunpe~ off on schedµl_'e., and ad:1a.nCj}ed rap~dly a.~ainst scatterai \_i 
enBmy resistanc$. 'At'0830~ D-Day, the 25Sth already had two battalio~s i 
aoros·s the River, the 26-0th ha:d one~ · The 2'59th Infantry· had capture.a.- J 
a bri4ge intactiat BRAAGH (3~9); .. while the 260th Infa.r.:itry took ,me at .. · j 
.KONN'.!FELD (3273)., The -2~5th pngrs were r:ished forward to remove a road ··:.) 
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block from' the BRAACH bridge/ a'r{dYti! ,r,,iit 'itii~ttipna:l Sttl)po~ts beneath ,, 

...... . ' 
~ ~ , l ~ • '> J. 

< 1' ~,,.. • • • 

the KO}H,1EFELD apan in ord~r that . trl:e attack ·:might contin,ll-e to push . ·! 
rapidly to the northeast. Plan~ for a bridge i:p, ea,ch .battalion area . 1 

- cquld b~ -abandoned because of the lack of. enem.y resistaric.e, at the· FULDA. ·l · 
By 1_300 lead el~ments of' ~he D:tvisi:on,- between 5:, and. 6 miles nor.th of . -~ 
t);le _Ri~er, were coming under, some enemy av-ia.tio~. The 65-th R.cn Tr· \vas · ·.'.i 
ordered to .cross th~ KONNEFEtD bridge, abdu.t 13'3o,·· to pas,s through ·the i 
260th Infantry, for the. purpos·e of screening the Division's advance and ~ 
reconnoitering, routes to the .front of. the riflemen. ·1 · 

~y 2400, D~Day, t~~·2d and 3d Bns of'the 259th rui:a reached SONTRA. 
·(5576), which the 65tJ:l/ Rcri Tr: had passed at .aS-!30; while f'ol".ward elements 
of the 260th had c_rossed .the 'LANDEFELD (3816)-NAUSIS (3'778)-HERELEFEI:.aD 
(4Q78) line. A1detl by their'partie.l transporta-bion'in-Div Arty t!'ucks, 
the Divisio·ri was -s·till· advancing speedily t9 tbe northea.st at the cl-ose 
of D-Day. . · - . · · , · · - . · 

~~- . 

. Progress continued to be. good ·on 3··April, with an· average advance _ 
-of 13 m.iles for the 24 hour 1'-,·eri.oq.. · El.e;ments of the·2c1. and 3d Bns, 259th 
Inf ah try, had crossed the. WERRA )tTVER prior to· 2400 •.;/ The 260th had 
reached the REICHENSACRE!'J {5886,i-1LANGENHAI1': t6085)1ine,, before it·was 
held up by a regrouping o.f 6tb Armored .for·ces which··b~d- a priority on 
all roads to the front. · 1111?,e 265tn Engrs he.d_,· tneariwhile, const~uct'ed a 

· Bailey bridge at BRIETm'NBACH {4363), wh1cb'.·was designed to rechanl'(elize 
traffic• from the BRA.A.CH bridge to a more difect route through BEBRA. . 1 . . \ i-

on the fol;Lowing day, -4 April, the 6th Armored was·,-once more, the ~ · 
only obstacle to· _furtht?r a.dvanqe, by the 260th Infantry, ·which later on,· ·· .

1 moved up .behin.d, the 6th Armor·ed to reaeh WANFRIJi.1) {7089), TREFFURT (7484), .. · 
DIEDORF. '(7889) ·and GR BURSCE.LA (7084) by··o.51200· -Apr:tl. In- the· 259th. 
zone, which was not blocked by 'the 6th Armored, the ·r·egiment was able to 
push forward more rapidly~ until the· 2d and 3d Bns ~e~ch~d -the ~icinity 
of KAMJffiRF0RST '(888!3) prior to 051200B April •. ·Mea.nwhilA the 261st 
Infantry was re'lieved from-its· attachment to the 6th Armored at 041200 
and was given a series of assemb:J.y areas east from _.ESCHWEGE ( 6290) to 
GR0SSENG0TTER (9887), located' along -tbe left flanlt".of- the•Division~· from 
which pos-itions the .regiment was to protect the Di'irision•s .north flank 
in a reserve capacity. · · · i 

on this same day, 5 April, an VIII· Corps Order was ree:9ived direct-
l . ,~ 

ing that the D:Lvision atta·ck to the !vIDHLHAUSEN {9093)-LANGEN'$ALZL,\.(0382) ,. 
res-J:;raining lil'lle, there to. regroup. fbrc·es..; S.J:'1:d 'await· further instru<?tton_s,l. 
from high~r. headq~art-ers before .aga'in pushing eas~1J!?a.rd. ·The 65th DiVI"Sion 
had passed to the VIII Corps the pre.ceeding day; ·a~ 041030, when the VI1I 
Gorps became op,er•ationa.l between the XII Corps· .on the left (no~th) flank 
and the XX Corps on the right. ( south) flank. This VIII Corps -order_ wa·s 
almost identical to a similar order issued 4 April by the XX ,Corps.· 

The WHLHA:USEN - LANGENSALZA line vtas ·secured prior to· 061200, and_ 
strong p~trols ·were .opera ting forward of this res·training line for vary­
ing distances_ .. · Beyond LANGENSALZA the patrols were; sent out- only· a short 
di~tance to t)1.e east. Bey'orid MUHLfu\USEN, however, .patrols went about 10 

· miles east to points beyond SCBLOTHEIM (0398). 
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..... ·, ._: · The toughe_st 'battle j.n taldng·:t , •r~i:A~•sAttA line 

.. ·. ·.•-e~r.r'&i ·a.t the .Ja tt~ t:own. The bat.tl,a ·at LANGl?NSALZA was a. stuoborn 
,, ,• ,' ;talion action. .It :was .more t)l.an 'the 8.V'$1',age ·-eft-y fighting qperation • 

. -.,~ h:a:d ·an eleme,nt. of daring in that a a1.zeatile' oi tj. ·:,.,.a~ -vi~tually cap-
t'b:r-ed thr.ougli ,se.~n:g-~ and skillfully ho-ldi~ .. a s~nglee tk6roughfare · 
wlli-ch ,vound from a subur.b to the hub of the· cfty,; . , . 

The ~d_'Bn, 2·59..th Infantry, app~oached. LANGENSJ\LZA from the. south-
. west 0n 5 April. _..It entered by_ war, of UFltOVE-N., a. suburb ,whi~h abuts the · 
· ei ty proper·. Railroad track~ laid on a: ~igh ~bankm.e_nt mark the dividing 
line between '·uFHOVEN and LANG:ENSAL~. The' q.efenders- ha:d e'ompleted this 
Slipa;r;,ation wi.th a subatanti.a,l barricade '-c.rps-~ · an underpa s-s which acts. 
as the principle gatewar to LANGENSALZA from the southwest. 

' ,,. ' -

The ·~a1~ · highwa:{ _through UFHOVEN. was . line:d _wi 'th hm:fse~ fr-om whtch 
the GI' s "re·ceived their .first sniper -fire as· ·t,hey advanced to .the block­
ed und.erpa.ss. The doughs ·in th& .. str.e.et. were ~ov•red by rta,tt Co .from 
heights xo the southeast o~ the.highway. ·When JefrY had been .flushed 

· from nis suburba..n quarters., TD' s ;from thee 691.~t Tl), Bn; att'a.ched to the 
259th blas~ed- the barricade. Riflemen f'rom C~ · "E•t-, treading warily be­
side tan1's ""1'~o:m. th~ 7.48th Tk Bn led the way tn:rough the rubbled barri- · 
ca.de. HF-" Co ·deployed on tQJP of the ra_ilroad.":entbe.nkme.nt., from which 
vantage point· they o:vel".).ooked the ·aou-thern half -of LANGENSALZA; /CO ''G"., 
meanwhile, ¢1.e~ce.nded f~o11J::,-.~h-e high· ¢ro~d sou:f;h of' UFHOVEN., to_ ,,follow 
the assault com1a.ny through LAN~NSALZ.A/S· shopping d~striG:t~ · . ' ' . ' ' ' , 

' ' 
-The battle' was also a race against darkness, for the'2d Bn had 

pulled into .UF:~fOVEN at 1500• · Bee?,USf. of _the approaching d~rkness th€,l 
Bn had, time tq· capture only the single, broad. ·street· running e'ast across­
the southern half of the· city, the_n nor.th· to reaah the square fronting 
t'.p:e eity hall _in the extreme nor't>hwest portion of. the. cfty .at 2:300. 
!ank·s fr~m th;~ 6th Armored Division had: attacked_from t.he northwest, but 
were sto_pped by e_nemy roap. blocks after a shoi;-t adva.noe. The 65th Ren 
Tr. ~urnisJ.+ed. -some support in_ areas surro,q.ndi?J.6 LA.NG~J~ ::' · 

• • ; '. ' , • • "'~-:'"'-~:--. ·H: 

• The bent finger whic-h piercej 'LANG~SALZA. -wS.:-s skillfully defended 
at 1;,very road :interseotion against a poi:H3-ibl.ei.,,.e·ounterattack. Bµt . · 

- none came·'! T:qe enem:t,· which had 1)-een s~opped by a t-errific daylight 
artillery and imortar· barrage, was ·abl~- ta disappear under the-·cover of 
da.i;:knes-s. .In \the morning·, . th-ere was mopping up - but ther-e were also 
white. flags.· ;The city. was dee.la.red; c-lea.red of the enemy b-y '$~0-745 April.. 

" • ·, • . ' :, .,, ' f'/•;\; : . -~ ', ·---,.. ---

.. The "65t,h !Division was to haJe one more loca'l·~···but bitter battle 
befqre lea. ving and turning over its•. posi tio1:1s or1 the '.riIDlILHAUSEN-LANGEN• 
SALZA line to :elements of the 76th.Infantry Division, and moving south-

. wes~w?:rd t-o an assembly area in the -vicinity of BERKA. ( 6361), where it 
wen~ into VII~ Corps Reserve. . This was the battle of $TRUTH ·(7994), 
which began aS! an infantry 21.c'tion on the p·art of one battalion, and endi­

· ed as a strik~ng example of·the effectiveness of. combined arm.a. 

· STRUT~ wa;s a tiµy hamlet on the ·Division's north flank. It is 
first ,mentio_ned in the Division Journal File when two· enemy fighter planes 
were ~eporte,d :shot down in its vicinity at 041~32. Its second mention 
oomes when. thei 3d Bn, 261.iSt Infantt>y,- -annoUJ1C$d that :t:ts Cl' ·was locat1erd 
in the .village,: at 06134_0. A:t the ~ame tim:e·, Oo1 °ttt .. of this regiment ha.d 
mov~d up to the village of'· EFFELDEN ·(7596)/ where it :met fairly heavy 
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. · . En~'m.7 opposition of ·u:nde·'ls: . , · '1ll-ri.d·· bje~ • •· · ,,, I 
·S:TRU~.~e~e ·00 1 s "Ku ·and "Mff we:~.& gr-oup:e . with J~att;alio~~:-ff~d~rtEirs· • . ,/, : .··i 

.'Qo .. ~,;:•,me-~riwhile, .wa& ·~QO~~'.in DQRNA. {~_!59~.J. •.. i.F_he batta.li0n was acting 
to· P.rotect "!?he l>iv1.si-Qots 1ert· (nori~h) .flank,: ,s.l·ong with the .,rest of the 

-,...a6lst Infantry~ '?h. e ~ri.~na.l plan o:.f -tl',\6 '3d .. BR, upon .e~ ":L: ~tt /wi:thd,:ra.wa.1:~ 
. was to. return ta ~li on the fol:low.ing {1:f!J.:1 with ~eitif:orcem:ent·~.• ' How-. 
~ver, ·Jerry ups-et tb~-~e. plans~, .ijJ . .$''truelc,· ·b~.fo~ 'dawn, at STRU'rH. In the 
-e.ngagen,ient whie~ .followe,d.,· the $4 :an· aeted as· a. resiating .. core, while other 
units carried ·out eneircling .moV'8}'.llents a:r:,-qund the enemy in the t'errit-ory · 
aur..rounding STHUffl. · · ' 

, · The, battle· started -~s Simply as·. m~xcy: isolated 'battles of this typ.e 
which th-e Division was to fight 'llp to .V .. E. Day. A ,tt:s.:~ Oo sentry, statione.Ji 
on or1:e of thl'ee roads leflding· out of STRUTH 1n a northe·a.stwat-d dire,ction, :'. 

.fired his BAR at wb&t he thought to be a !'i.gµre int.he darkness at a.ppro~. 
1mately 0?0230. This -alerted· the cro. A little 'la.tte·r the s~e sentry . 
thought·he detected t;h.e sound cf.motors to the northeast of.his position. 
About 0300, a.no~her· sentry·situa'tte-d 'b'etw~en. two roads runn~ng northwest­
war.dly {one of' the.m to EFFELDE·Nl .had the· _UJ;Iplea.eant e,x.perience of having a 
hand grenade plol) into· his slit trench,~· St'ill later tp.~re were se1VeraJ. 
flares whi~h. went off to the e_a.st· of· tlil.e town, ·which J:ndic,a.ted that the 
enemy was :m9ving southward-, · as though ·tq:· encircle the -town to the east., and 
where his hardest blo-w would fall.. . · · . · · · · 

'·• . . •·./ 
l3efore.p_roceeding furth~r with the sr~qu.ence· o.f events leadir/g up to 

the battle it will be adviseable ·to ·study the di-sposition of 3d Bn uni ts .... 
wi:t;hir). the STRUTH area. Firstly, the Bn Hq Oo was located roµghly in .the• f/ l 
center of the town.. "K" 00. wa.a. +oea t~d to· the north \of the· CP components; :· . I 
''Mu Co to the south; while· ttL'9 Co had mov·ed to the ea.st, exeept for one ·"';·. . "j 
platoon, billete~ al-ong the 'moto:r+ park, which was loca.ted in a.n area. jt:tsff~,.: ·: 1 

west of the' town. _ ·. · . , j · 
1 . . • ' i 

Th~ enemy a;ttacked- $TRUTH. in 'evvo pr~nciple drives. ,The firs.t wa.s an :; .l · 
armor spe~rhead.e;d swinging arot:1..nd' the wes't.~ oi' the tovm, to atta~1i_..to"!" : r .' -
wards the ·mo.tor park area. ~,e s·edond was a house ... :i;;o-hous,e mous~ho-~ng,. ·. ,· · ~-· 
.by infantrymen, whicl_i. originated in ·a. house on ·tli~· · northern edge ~t~ tif?'},m.· · :,. . .,, 
9:nd progressep. ·through ?,a.lf a -dozen more before be·ing sto:pped. Wh:~n ':fina, :· r; 
computations we~:e· made, it was· e.~tima.te<!l tha~ the Germans attacked with : 
1,000'. infantrym~in, tah'k:s, •and,,, 1:1-00:tJe guns'• · · · .. 

The tank.:.leld drive west ~f the town got ~ridefway: at Q500, . so the: ':f:J.a;r;e·. · 1 
act1vity to·the·•}:1as-t vV;aS apparently an enemy attempt to cover the meJ_:o.·.,,._: ·; 
effort. The mours.'Pholding party .at the northern end of the. village started: 
about 0$30. · 

. The tanks -ahd mobile guns were· spce.ced ibreast. to pound the town •.. 
Luckily'~• a fa:irltf deep.· gully ran from the vicitn1 ty of· the billets of 'the ':; 
~est•~~c.st_plato10n of '.'L"···co, south towards the. "M" Co Area. The ·p1a.toon · :.J 
was able .t~ movei into this trench and· inflict some .damage on foot soldier's i 
fn the attack, bef·ore being forced,. to leave. the trel:lch which came undet~- a, · i 
concentra tea. enemy artillery ba.rra.:se. '•This ,Platoon then mOl7 ed further ' . l 

out into: the J!A· rking -ar.ea., set ·~_p' a ·base of fire., and remained there .through­
out the atta.c~. ; The mechani_zed equipment· of "K"· Co, meanwhile, st,opped the 
mouseholers. · · · · ' · · 
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t The 3d Bn ·call~d. :for, h!:3ii'i~".,~. .. , ;-.· t·empo ine.r-ea:s:att w1t:h the 
!;_ ,g:i;-owi.ng daylight. Between 07,060.0 and 070800, ·the fight-~g was at its 

·b_e!-sht; although up until 1100, it. was still. bitter. But by this tim.e 
the outcome- was certain .. Reinforcements had arrived, bringing with 
them a urt~.ty of armament. · · · 

·wi-th. dawn, "Mu ·co, s · mortars op~ned up so ef.fe~ti vely on· e:nem7 
ooncent~ati-0ns to the,northwest that German mortars located in th1s 
.area could riot be placed into ope-ra,tion. · Cannon Co;26lst, which was 
located at E!a:ENRIEDEN (0893), 1-1/2 miles ~outheast of ·sTRUTH, adde~ 
further· ·fire ·power· to ~reas north an:d no_rtheast of the town~ . 

Among the fir.st i:;tni ts. to arrive a. t' STRtTTH frol'.!1 outside :the immediate 
area were "B" and ttLtt Oots, 260th Infaht:ry, and the 1st Bn of· 261st. Inf. 
The 1st Bn wa~ to make a frontal e.tt,,ayk of the town from. the south,. whil.e 
uB':t- Co irioved from bel0w the tp,wn ar3und to the east, And· "t•J Co to the 
west, in a two-pronged encircling morement. The 3d Bn, 259th, was on 
the way to,SPRUTR trom po~itio~s nea~ .Lfl,.NGENSALZA. · 

J 

. But other arms of the servic'e were, moving in.to· STRUTH. Reinforce-
ments .from the 808th TD's engaged the mechanized equipment southwest of 
·the ~own, v.vhile a fiight of fighter bol}'l.bers, coming. in at 0900, ini tiat­
-ed the beginni'ng of the rettrea.t of'. the enemyr s mobile equipment. To­
geth~r with the TD' s, the· air ·:t;>ore.e a:c·eonnted- for ·11 t's.nks arid m9hile 
guns, most of the air tally being_ s.e<l)red after tp.is German eq~ipment had 
pulled. northwest of STRtTTH ·in its withdrawal... Four artillery battalions 

. were also ,effictive in laying, fire ·on the retrea.ting!',enemy, ca.using 
much damage to ,vehicles and many casual ties to p~rsorm~l1.§)L_9t..fl._ 
Armored Division !'Um.bled int-0 position north of STR~:as·tne~t 
was ending, am,d purs,ued the retreating enemy to the _n~hwest. . ., · 

. ' 

The most dramatic gesture of the day came ju~t a.fte·r the beginning 
. of ·the retreat,. when an enemy SE;lf ... propelled gun rumbled up to the 3d 
Bn OP, . to _fire poi-nt-blank .13;:t th.e ~_ild:tng which was. indicated by STRUTH 
cltizenry. An 808_ TD from. 1 ts ·loee. t ion nBa.r "X". C·o OP, finished the 
mobile gun • 

. There '!Va,s, finally, one more factor in the STRUTR st:1?Uggle.., The 
en~my- was unable to strengthen his attack vii th such~ reinforcements as 
he had. By- far the large st pa.rt o.f hi--s :rorce was commi tt.ed,. -but a 
eons"iderable number of re·in.f©rcements were stopped·· at DORNA a.s they app­
~c,a.ched STFf(fl•H :from the nortneast. •t·. u Co had• started to pull out. of' .. 
this,_ hamlet just pr-ior to· the attack, to make a move southwest to--.. BIGE-N­
RIEDEN. Howeiver, a ha.ndful~;a-~- Co. personnel were left behind at BORNA 
to look ·aft.en· some· .equipment which was to be carried in another· t:rip-. 
It was these ;guards whiah served as outposts.. They immediately con­
tacted the ht.ilk o:f #I" Co, whiclj ma.'de a hurried· return trip to 'the · . 
site of thi~ ,brisk side' action. 

Had tbe:enemy been able ·to penetrate the Division's flank defens-es 
he vrnuld ·hav¢· been in an excellent position· to swing behind positions 
established in the vicirU.ty of MtTRLP..AUSEN by the 260th. Infi:.n try. This, 
as was later/revealed 'by prisoners and.· documents, was his ultimate 
intention.'. tn the unsucee ssful attack he lost 12 of an est:t:ma ted 1.5 to 

. 20 tanks ahd· a,ssa.ul t guns, SP gun and four AA gUD:$, 3'7mm,· besides suffer­
ing 253 men killed a.nd 500 captured of h:ls to·tal estimated force of 
100() to 1,500 .. 
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The 65t~ Pi Vi·Si<;m. wa.s part~atil'''·~ .. ''.1:lel:'eJbla. ~o a ··s-o-n:g' at-tack 
cn,.it"s fh. nks a.t this time, ~ecause it had. advanced further east·ward 
than any other infantry unit in its sector. At the time: that· it was re­
lieved t6. 'tn9ve southwest to an ·ass·embly area at BERKA, its forward uni ts-

·. were closer to what h~d been designated .as the original XII and XX Corps 
objectives than was any other infantry division •. 

. · :This naturally created tremendous supwly problems, as the .D.i vision 
rapidly widened distanp·es between food, g0 sol-ine and am.munition supply 
points to the rear and its advancing riflemen to tµe front. , The prob.lem. 
was rougly tb.at of- feeding ~9,00o.·men -wirtb -three meals every da.y, to 
bring up a d_aily load of appr.oximately 40,000 gallons of gasol•ine and. 
a s·izeable supr:lY of a~url±tion 1~ 30 ... 6x6 trucks, which weI'e the number 
:which could be· allotted .for thi:~ purpose .from Division Headquarters and 
Quartermaster t·ransportation. Dur-'!ng this period, s1;1.pply points were 
approximately 100 mi/I.es ·to the -rear, whicn meant that the round trip 
requi•r·ed from 24 to ·30 hours. . . ' 

. ' 

.At this time also, the D1v1sion was sprawled out over more territor-y 
than i-t was ever to occupy again. ·From the front line positions o'n the 

.. MUELHAUSEN-LANGENSALZA restrai,ning .line to the rear· echelon, which had 
be.en:left on the west side of the RHINE for· lack of. tr!:l,nsportation, re­
presen.ted a distance of 185 miles .. or a que..r_ter of the· distance acrq __ ss 
Germany. · · / 

/ . . 

!he biggest battle which:·the Di visio.n had in its advance from the 
ea-st barik of the.RHTNE to the MUHLHAUSEN-LANGENSALZA. restraining line 
was-· th.at ~f supply, and troop movement •... 

The battle of. s1:1pp1y· and· of troop move~ent was ·continuous durin~. 
thi.s peri·od.. The battle bf weapo_ns was· sporadic. This,, in fact, wa~ · 
to ch.ara0terize all 65th Division activ3:ties; down to: V-E .IiJa.y. _In this 
r-espect, the .65th Division was typ:tcal of ·the vast maJority of div-isions­
at. this time, 1 The American Army swlftly spread across GER-MANY: to figh'l:::f 
to~ the ·most part, stubborn rear guard actions, now involving handfull ' 
o'f resiste-rs, and occasionally, a battalion or more_. such as at LANG,EU-
SA.LZA and STRUTH. . 

From the G-2 point of view, this period was unusual only in that t~a 
German -Air Fdrce appeared' over our troops almos·t daily-. However, these 
craft were few.in number, and did a·negligibie amount of damage. A · 
cronside.rable n.umb·er of them were destr-oyed by our anti-aircraft, while 
the best tha:t; they were able to do was to shoot down one of the Di-vi-sion• s 
artillery liaison planes. · · · 

Relatively little concentrated enemy fir·e was reported in tbe 
'D,ivisiont s zone of operation, e_xcapt in the STRUTH .counter-at~ack. This 
atta_ck on 'the 65th Division flank was maGle by a tank ·battalion sent 
f~om the 11th Panzer Division, located near HANOVER, for the defense of 
the ROTENBURG e.f'ea, together with bet-ween 1,00 and 1,500 infan~ry -i;;roops· 
!terrer Rickier Brigade (Motorized) 688._ 

•, 

For the,most part, however,• the enemy· was more interested in surrend-
e-ring than fig:P,ting, as 1,961 PW' s wer_.~~aken during the f·ir.st seven 
days of the month. ~ 
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.. , . bonside.ri~g· t:h:e. ·numer.1i . . ,., .... , if::tit.)1~·s~ol":'~r,f~'Ur io~~es_:weir~; . :. 
1 

· "l<l'.f.Y: light, most of the 0asue.l:ti!e1•ai .. a~::we ru;tQ. were' -auir',.&rad at S'TRU~~ , •f"' 
O~lt.y :f'igure,s for tb.is per.iod•,· S'ltelusive ,of those o_f at'tached uni ts, · 
~~- as" foll:Qws: · 

Of'ficers 
'Enlis~ed Mep; 

f}ilil ,·PJ;!I~D 8 APRIL -TO 18 ., APRIL: 

Wonnd.ed 
,' 9 
81 

MIA '· 
0 

0 

•. •. . . 

'-"h.1·s pe:riod· comprises thi/ 11 days that th.a' 65th Divi-;io:n a,erve.d .as 
V::tii Corps reserve.., 

. .on ·s Aprii., uni ts oi' t~ .. 76':t;ihDivision began po relieve the 65th 
-:D1v1s-1on-fro-m its positions ill th@ Ml}'~HAUSEN-4,NOENSALZA·area. ·The 
entire VIII Corps ha.d been 'sh+fted further s-outh, to plaee .the forme* 
poslti0ns·of the.65th l:)ivision in t,he ~ Corl)~ zone •. pn this same day 

· ·the Division started te.m9ve sou:thw&st tG. BERKA. (6562)~ the fir~t of . 
.sevel?a.l·asse:rnbly areas-which trailed the front•line of the VIII Corps .. 
'!'he Divisioi1 was completely closet! in· the vi•,oini t;Y of BEf{KA by J~,Q.1500. 
While other Divis:ion units carried out a training and r·ehabili~ation· 
program,. the .260th Infantry c·leaf>ecl._ the. Corps zone b;ehind ·the 89th Div-
1aio~ on,~ ~he lett (north) .flt3,nk of the qo·rp-s_ and the 87th on_ the r~t 
(south) rlank. The 65th Ren Tr was s.tte.ehed t.o the 260th, to a.i_sY.:,i'n 
blocking exits as the regiment su<eee,ssively combed area afte:r area •. --~-

Be~ining at 111300 .April.,. the Division ini.tiated movement to a. n'evi' 
assembly area at WAtTERSRAUSEN·. (9859), into .which all units had clos·ed 
prior to 121600 ... Starting a.t l3i200; the Division.began displacement 

j 
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once more ·for a. third ~ss.embly area;· this time, .ARNSTADT (2653), into 
which the 65't;h c·ompietely closed prior _to 141830. M~ariwhi_le ~ the 259th '.I 
Ibf antry 4ad re:!1.ieve-d the 260th of clearing o'oerat ion.s in th.e VIII Oorp.s ·: 
ree.r at !30'700,. and the 6pt'h Ren Tr switched. it's atta.cbment'·from the 260th. ! 
to .the 259th. · Vpon reaching ARMSTA-DT during 1·4 and ,L5 April,_ however, + 
all uni-ts carried on a· tra:ining and reh$.bili ta tion program .. · . _. · ,l 

• • • - . I 

Operat'lons: Ihstructions No '28, · 'da,ted! 15170()' ,Ap.ri.;J... ·gav,e in~tructions 
for the movemen-p of the. 65th Divi'sion, east .. f1rom ARNSTADT, to another 
a.s.sembly area east of the ·suLE RIVER in .the. v:i'cinlty of TR.0CICE1IB◊RN . 
('7850,), ·whieb wi"i,s ;tn tn~ zone of the 89th D1~ision .. ·-rt we. . .s planned that·· 
the 65th would· be given a" zone of oper_aM . .'ons be~weer;, 'those· of the_·89th 
(on .its north) "and the s7ih (en its south"), and that ··the attack wouJ.4 
cont-1:nue to the~e!lst .with tbr~~ divi,sions abreast 'instead o!'- two. -

I • 

However, at 161940 ,·\. a message c;ming through VIII. Corps· n6tified 
the Division that it wa.s to Q~ .. r,tu.t'ned to the XX Corps. · A later message 
during the s·ame:·day., 2315, gs.ve· tn.e· n~'w··dest'ination as. ·the vicinity of 
BAMBERG .. · From j;he northEirn flank of'. :the 3d Army, the ·6oth vias mo·ving 
with the XX Go~j)s to the southern flank. With. the move the:re was a 
general shil''t i.h tli~· o.i1\ect;i'on ,qf the entire ~-Third. Ariny. }?rom 'obje~tives 
in Central GERV4HY, wher·e the l\Ttn:th and· First .. Armies· :were building ·heavy · 
concentrations., · the Third Army wa.s orientated toward its· goa;ts in . 
Czechoslovakia.,;a.nd toward new ones in Au~tria. The XX Gorps., and with 
it the 65t.h Division, was 'destined .. to·head for AUSTRIA •. 

Operations Instructions No 30., dated 170300, gave the r<9ute from 
ARNS TADT (except· for•- the 259 CT which had pI'f3Vio1:1,sly f oll,1;;n,ved. Opera tidns 
Jnstructiqns ·Ro ?9 before it was :r-escinded by :tnovi!lg··:tnto m:J1:1rELSEA.D!l: 
('7448), tnrou[;hj COBURG ( 2989), to· a cluster.: 0f farm towns just north of' 
BAMB,ERG (2648). '. The 259th and 26-0th t:JT'' s, the q5th D:iv Arty and the 
748th Tk Bn had' assembled in the Vicinity of BREITENGUSSBACH {2557') by .. 

·· 19 April,. when preparations were maa.e to move· to· still a. notber area in 
.. 8 - ,.' ' 
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' :ln the vieinity r:f• 4LTD0'RF {629:3)-.- With this 'Jast assembly area the Div 
ente-red·into-a ney, zone of operations. 

. . 
G-2 ·reports for this period are crnncerned largely with CIC work behind 

o-qr lines, OJ;' with the inves-tigation of certain enemy_ equipment and_ install­
ations whiolr!.-wer·e captured by the 87th .. and· 89th Divisions, and left for 
m.or.edetailed examination by.the 65tb Division. Although t'.Q.e Division had 
no contact with ~ny organ~ze~ resistance during this-period, mopping up 
patroJ.s· !fccounted for ·604 :PW' s through the Division PWE. · Cons~dering that 
the otb.er .two Divisions had already raked over. the ·area, thi..s is .a relative-. 
ly·_ sizeable- _figure, a:nd indicates the lar-ge number of· Wehmarcht p·ersonnel 
which con:t:inued to hide ta.fter the _main f9rce had pa.sse'd them by. ' · 

' .. . . 
Because we had no contact with.the'enemy, beyond an ocaasional brush­

ing wi'th isolated, indi·vid~al enemies, casualties were at a. minimum • 

Officers . 
Enli~ted Men 

. wounded 
2' 

13 · 

THi PERIOD 19 APRIL TO 30 APRILt 

KIA -:er 
4 

MIA 
0 

0 

I 

. -Oper~tions Instructions gave the ·mO\rament order :t;.or the Di vision to j 
travel south~ast of the. BAMBURG area to _reassemble in_·~he vicinity ~f SCH?-T~ .. ·-j 
Al'l'TACH (6012), whtch was imme<;iiat.~ly a.ltel"ed: to ALTDORF {S:~9.3)) •' The ,: . · _; 
movement was to begin .at- 1906.06. OTts ~r59"-a:µd 260 .wefe to-~ to att-aok ,-.-1. 
southeast through elements of the 14th A~m ·'"~t. 200-?QO., For the .261s~ 0~•· ·. 1· 

t~is Oper.a tions I:nat~ctlons simply_ st~~ii.·.'t, .,. r;;1.t would move b! mo~or . :::: 
to an assembly aI'!e_a- to.\,~ dE't~-g,pated_. ~•-r.,Operations Instructions No. 3.2 ~'-:''.;J~; 
g,ave 'this e:ssembly area as th~ vicinity. of· DEINSCHWANG (7294) approximately. . 

1 

si.x m-iles due eas1t of the '.Division OP at AL'fDORF. 'l'.'he 65th was prepared t0 1 

move fo~ward. on Corps order, and _to use one Battalion to protect the right. ·1 
flank, -:while the 

1
71st Division covered too left. By -2018~0 April, tp.e ·1 

entire Division was. loca te.d in the new combat zone. 

The Di-vision at-tacked· while assembling vicini t.y of SCHNAITUJJfI about 
0100 ZO Apr'il. (Stiff counterattacks f:rom by-passed enemy were overcome 
at STA'PPACH (6713) and 'TRUEF (6716). _In the STAPPACH e.rigagement, un~~s of 
the 808th TD Bh combined with the ls·t Bn, 260th to wre.ck two MK IV Tanks, · an SP gun,., a half track,. one p~rs@nnel. q_a.rr-ying vehicl.e and three ·AT GunS'>;. 

·Th9 25.9th ahd 260th CT·, S· had attacked, meah-.vhile, to the southea~t , .. .­
through the 14th ;Armored at 200600. Ra.pt\1.d; J>rogre ss·· was ma.de duriqg the · 
fir~t day, with the Periodic Reporf for 202400 April.stating that .. the 259th 
Inf,a.ntry, was in the process of" clearing NEUMARKT. The 260th attacking on 
the Division's left flank~ swiftly overran many popuiated localities up to 

·the ~ine' TRAUTMANNSHOFEN (77~9);,.LAUTERH0VEN (8092) prior to 24.00 on D-'Day .. 

These were characteristic of the kind,. of. tough 1ocal actions which te.-e 
Division was to meet all the .way· .to the DANUBE R. The prophesied last 
ditch standnevel" materialized· in the Red0;ubt Area, but stubborn pockets of 
_.enemy troops, vvi th whatever equipment they could· muster,. made it a tough 
battle zone. 
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, Durlng thl°s oper-at:ion, t-. ~-·s :~~tnir-y Division·. ope,!'s.ted. on ,°the . · 

'.;·.1:s,:ft (north) fJ.:an~ of the XX: eer.ps~·· the 65th Division on .. the right{.south) 
._; ,flank. ihe 80th. Di v;ision~was in Cerps Reserve. Throughout· tbe advance 

,: .. to· REGEN~G, the·. 65th Division operated slightly in front of the 7lst 
:_: · D1vis:ton., ... This +:>e.sult~d from .;the fact th.at ·the parallel· zones of. 9perat.,. 

-i~i.£or · these divisicms ran southeastward while the ph1lse- liries which 
w~~ set as· obj.ectiye~· ran m~e nearly nort];;l.-south. Therefore, in order 

" •tC>.•·.at'ta:in its phase. tines, the.: 65th was g~nera.lly sp_earheading the· 
attack .. in this .ar.ea .•. · To ·the .south of the 65th Division,· a ntttnber of 
,:x.n.i;ts -were given.' zo·nes which t.ook off :f'rom the no!'thwest-southeast ~i-ght 
boumia~y. ot :t,he. )l;X Corps {65th l)ivision} zone, and heaaed due southward 
to elea.r a wedge ·.of territory between ,the . s~)Utheastwai'dly moving Third 
Army and·. the southward moving . Seventh Army, which was on the right .flan~ 

' o:f', the 'l'h1rd. Army •. :Theref.or·e,, .dur.ing·_thi•s .. o.per-ation the 65th Division. 
fohn.ed the southern flanlt Division, for the enti-re Third .A;rmy. 

The attack southeastward on th.e 21st continued much a:5 on the pro­
ceding de,.yi. Rapid S:dv,ances wer.e. reported 1-1:i. most .sectors with spor- ' 
adie resistance from enemy pooketa·.. By 212400 the D1vis_iont s front had 
reached the, line OB BUOHFELD ( o/77·9}-WIESENACKEff (828:3} in the 259th · 
sectoi', and KA.STL (8693)-PR0JSD0RF (8585.) in _the ·2:6.0th. But the ·3d Bn, 
259th, · was; at :the close. of the pe7:iog,, meeting tough oppc;i~i tion on the 
southern·llalf of NEUMARKT,· in-which a surpris'i.ng amount of enemy opposit­
ion had developed. During _'the 2ls-tr·, · th~ towrr -was op.ce more· cons}.-dt:>red 
to be prac_tica.j.ly freed of the enep,.y, then late in. the perlod a/strong 

. enemy.defensive position was.set up around a lumber' yard at the south­
ern.outskirts of the ci-ty. · . 

The. first message 5:n·t?f.e journal .fl. le o.n NEUMARKT, dated.:::!01700, 
~t;l:t-.~ that th~ ·3d .Bn, 259th, · entE?red _thE: ·_.city fr·om the north, :eceiv-
1ng1fl-O enemy r-esistance.:, al thou.gh encountering some artillery f:i.re. As ,. 
patrols "from .G<i>' s "I_t, and "Kn reached the town, at 1750, s0111e mortar or 

,·minen.werf_er fi:i;'e was- reported a.+61]-g w+ th_ a S!D,al.l a.mount of burp gun anr.:l_ 
. r~-fle· fire .. · The a.hooting was ch.11-~ac:berized as "intermittent,11 and tt:t;irrlid". 

At th:t-s -time, Cos· "A'". and tt:13u. ·.#'~re. ope~ating patrols along a line which 
o<i>hs-~d~r'&b,g th~ directfon of )the ,zQne, ·-was· "ab~_eastn of 3d Bn patrol.s a~ 
NEtJllf:iARKT.. At 20?000 April, i\he .•front line~ of the 269'th Infantry ran 
nor-the a st: from·' the .upper thi:t-d of NEm1ARKT throtigh LABERSRICHT {-7284) 
to PFEFFERSHOFEU '(7587). · At. the· close of· the _period.; the -enemy artillery 
fire,. wa.:s rtiported as .. very ~ct:tve in the city. : 

1 
• 

, , • •r , • ! , •·• • ❖• • 
0n th>e f ci1-lowing day, cle-aring of ~UMARW}; '¢:ontinued · slowly- during 

· thei f:trst ·pa rt· of :the per1od de~pite the addi tlon of .. tanks from. Co '""-A 1·t, · 
748th :'l'k Bn. The 3d Bn OP· had moved to a poi-nt· ,(705836·), in';lediately . 
to the north of the city. BY 1045, .Air OP 1 s repbrt~d two friendly tanks 
in the c.e:nter tj>f }.~lllG\,. wi_th the ~nfantrymen cori:1erging towards the 
·center from th$ no".1!!,th. Around noon the let Bn, 25-9.tht, .advanced to take 
high. ground to: the no~_thea.st of the ·ci t!~.,,1i~ the vicinity- of SCHATHOF 
(7283) ~ At. _21taoo, the 1st Bn changed p<Jls1tions. with the 2d Bn to go 

·into regimental r.ei:;erve. ~t t;h.is time, a.pproximat~J.s 1/2 of the city 
was, taken-, as ·d:os ·"I" and tttcn ?n:oved· on the left and ;r-ight flanks respe<it-
1 v.ely thr9ugh the city, with -"L" Co. in reserve, while co- "Bu hel9; high 
·ground nort~a$t and east of .the city, .and was muving _south and west to. 
get ·behind. theicity and thus tra.p the estimated Bn of enemy. which were 
·in NEUMAR~T. ,~t 211900 April, the position inside NEO'M.A:RKT was little 

.. lo 

.. 

• I 

l ' 



Y' , 

6'hA:t1~e:a, ·wliil,e: Co,s "An,. ~Bff,, ,I Jie.:, i', · ·9,fu; 'were gro~p·ed ins. semi­
ci'rcle extending from. LAHR' (73~0·), tw:o m1·res southeast of_ NEUMARKT to 1 

SCHATHOF~ and equal distanc<? to t~e northeast. . 

There was· little change in positions· .duri'ng 22 April. · The 259th 
was ordered at 1930 to· bur.n down the lumper yard which harbored the 
enemy even if it meant a night attac1c: At this tii;ne, the re•sistance 
was reported to. come from about .100 ,. Germans plus a. heavy concentration 
.of. Mortars, SP guns, machine guns and artillery fire. Although ·the 3d 
Bn u·sed Morta.rs on the enemy they did not prove s~ccessful.. Rubble made 
it impossible f~r tank destroyers to reach the area. The firing of the 
yard during the night, however, forced the enemy to retreat, at,J.d by the 
next morning the 3d ~n wa.'s fighting south of the city;. :Meanwhile the· 
261st which had beeri ordered. -to .follow in the zone of the 259th., moved 
into NEUMARKT to carry out .final mopping up operations, 

Tactically, tb.,ere was little of int·erast in the NEUMARKT fight. 
rt simply represented how ·a well-intre:nched enemy could_· hold up our 
advance. AfteJ? NEUMARKT, howev-er, the _65tb Divisi.on moved swiftly to 
the, banks of the DA:NUBE, foll·owing'tbe _43rd Cavalry G-roup which was· .· 
passed throug~ the Division during 22 j\pril. The mi~sion of the 43rd 
was to travel southestward to. tb,e DAI\.Ttfl?E·; by-passing enemy resistance, 
to EJeize and hold fording sites for the 65th· Pi vision •. · . 

·' In,/·general, this period 
,modera~e and scattered enemy 
temp~rary restraining lines, 
p_lace both the 65th and ?ls_t 
DANUBE simultaneGusly. 

/ 
was characterized by swift advance$",, agains.t 
resistance-. By the use of· phase lines as 
the rate of advance,was adjusted,s.o a,s to 
Infantry Division·s on' the nor·th bank. of the 

· ... On 23 Apr~l, · tp.e 261st was given· a segmeTlt of the 25.9th zone on 
its right (south.) flank. Through .this corridor, the 26lst swiftly .ad­
vancl?d t,o posi 'ti ions ahead of the 259th, . after pinching out this latter 
orga.nizatipn in the vi_cinity q_f B:ERATZHAUSEN (9763) •. The 261st then ad­
vanced b_eside i:Jhe 260th in wh_at had been the 25'9th_t s zone, while the 
259th tra\led the 261st in Division Reserve. 

At 2'42400 ,the front line ran from WALDORF (0147) northeast to 
tlAUGENRIED. (0553} in .the 261st zone, from KOHLSTADT (0'751) southe.ast 
-to BERGTulATT1J,NG (1049), and nortlleast to the· coriflu:ence of the NAAB and 
DA11UBE RIVERS in. the• zone of the 260th. · The 260th and 261st moved int.o 
fQrward assembly areas, and made pr.epara tions to cross the DAllUBE a.,t 
260200, while t;'be 3d Bn, 259th, protected· the Division. right (south}-. 
flank from P.A.INTEN {9852) to KELBEIM (034:4). The rest, of the _259th re-·. 
mained in tbe v,icinity of BERATZHAUSEN, and made preparations to .move 
to a forward .st:aging .area to cross the river in the .~one of the 26l·st. 
The 65th Ren Tr, was given the job of protecting the same flank. from 
:BE\1AU ( 9558) ba;ck as far as NEl'JMARKT ( 718~) • 

. , Field Order No 5, dated 241900 Ap~il, gives the general plan for 
the erossing of· t-he DAJ.ITTJBE, and the entry into ·ltEGENSBURG by way of the 
back door.· The 260th and 261st w€3re to attack abreast, the 260th on the 
left flank o.f the Division, the .26lst on the right. The first .objective 
was the seizfng of phase line A.' The area in.closed by phase line A would 
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df~ .a limited bridgehead . ·,.<ot :~a~h- ;0f the r·*en-\;al. . 
zone.s '(that is, where. the tw-o .~ones abµtted) •. , F·or tpe 2'6ls:,. his semi-: 
eircula:r. p]:lase line '.touohed th~. R:t.ver bel0w ·l~OFEN ;(1043}, swung south . 
i'i>t LE1.f0.FELD (1244), and north to ABBA.OE: {l-$46 )-~ ABBAeH f',or:med the 'place 
.at whi\~h the boundary be :t:we en the: .r.-~gimentai zone,s· ree. c_h.ed the r-i ver·. 
Finally, this same town ·marked .the south,ern poiri~• fo.r phase line A in 
-the 260th zone, from which 1 t swung shs.rply north, west of GRASS~NG 
(1548), unt_il 1 t me~ the _DANUBE \t ('140503). T~e regime:nts we:r>e to re.­
group on phS.se, line A, then strike out for. {a., s-econd ·~~mi-circle ·which 
was ins-cribed on a larger radius around the other. 'i'•is :second semi"." 

. circle., pba:se · line -B, . from· its southern t.o :t t1;! northern:· extremities at 
the River, ran as follo1f.s: From a point opposite K.'EL~MWI"i-TZER (0643),' 
s0-~theast to a point Just so:uth- of '.fEUGN: .{1341), tha_n h&.rtheast to run 
ea.st of FEISTNG (1644) through SEEDORF· (184"7), northwest throug}?.· HOFiEN"" 
GEBRACHING {1749),·with the norther~ost termil\ation at '.PENTLING (1551). 
From this phase line B the regiments were to cap~ure objective1 

C, whicW 
was ~EGENSB1JRG (1855) itself. · · 

, . '. 
The· assaul~ vfas to he a, surprise attack. \Vb.:i.le Corp$ engineers, 

the 206th Engr C Gro1,1p cons.tru9-te.d ~ class ·40 tre-1;1.dway bridge, the 
265th Engr c Bn iJIJa-s 'to ferry,,the,.assaul~. waves ac·ross 'the swiftly . 
flowing River. Div ,Arty wa~ -.i!'lStructed n·ot .to .fire until the enemy had 
discovered·. the cross1nfo~ Tl1e 65th Reh ·Tr was to move· its territory. • 
slightly, so as to p-rotect the 11ight (so:utp.) flank.o:f·the Divisi,2-rl from 
KELHEIM (0844) on th$ north ba11k o.f ,the_ River, north to HAMBERG 't9655), 
'1h,e '259th, meanwb.ile, :was to be prepared .. to cr~ss the DANUBE on Di visi~n 
order, and to -pl.3.ss through· the 261st in ord·er to protect the· right (south) 
flank of the Diwision-on the REGENSBURG side of'the river. 

. . ) 

At 251600 April, Field Order Nop wa:s· expanded 'slightly by Oper­
ations lns-tructions No ;34. This-. Opera tio:ns Ins true tio.ns defined the 
.role .which other uni ts, neighboring · to the 65th vrnul.d ·play in the. oper­
ation •. Firstly, th~· 71st ·Infant.ry Division would attack REGENSBURG from 
its loc.a tion to' the ea.st of the city __ with· a .forc·e not to e.x;ceed_ one RCT,, 
in an opera.tlon:whicb was s.im;l'lar ~o that of the 65th Divisionts RCT 1 s. 
The 71st would also furnish additional fi-re power for the crossing~ ,once 
the. 65th had crossed,) the 13th Armored pi vision was to pa~_s th1"ough the. 
Division, having p.Piority on a1J. roads; the 80th In.fan.try Division was 
to_ follo•w the 15th Armored. The 65th woultl, · then, go: into Corps R,eserve 
in the vici'ni ty.; of REGENSBURG,· .wi;th the ~,outbe:rn boundary o-f, l t.s zone, 

. separating ·the 65th from,.tlae '80tht s zo.n·e. 'l'his .lrine ran along the 
southern half ~ the 261s·t segment 9f phase line B until .a p.oint· sovth-. 
east of' .P11Isnm: w~s ;r-e~ob,ed. Then .vee.red northeast and east through'---. 
W0~ING _(2246} to a point between·KOFERING (2647) ancl ALTEGL0FSHEIIv1 

_ {2745) • 

The ·attack· got Ur!,derway at 262000 April according to the ,plan laid 
down in Field 0:rder ·No:· 5 and _Operations ·rnst!'uctions No 34., The 260th 
Regiment crosse<!l with the 2d- and 3d Bn-s abr~ast, followed by t:p.e 1st Bn 
i.n the zone of the 2d. , · . 

For the 2.61 st, on the .right flank of the 260th, it was the 1st and 
3d Bns which i-p.ad.e the assau.1 t crossing, and the 2d Bn -which followed in 
the zone of the 3d Bn;- '.J.'he· 26Ot"h r·a·n into very light ·resistance reaching 
the opposite sh6 re, which ·stiffened, however, as ·D-Day' advanced. Mean-
.while, 'in the 261st sector, the enem:y wa.s waiting on ·,the bank, and a -stiff' 
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battle developed at and. jus '.-~ !rig·',~1 t.~s ... : , ... 
;. . . • ... 

. . . The battle progress •. s reported by. a.ir OPts~. whieh'made a continu­
ous . circle be,twe~p. the .. ba.tfilefield and th~ CP, • t;o. drop th~· informa·tion 
necessary· .for com.me.rid purposes.., A series of .niessa.g~s froin these air' · 
0-P.' s, plus less frequent com;mu,nications from· the· Re~iment:a participating 
_!n the batt-le, indi'cated that: tha bridg.ehead for the .&outhern bank of 
the DA'NUBE west of '.~~ENSBURG was ini tia.ted· from crossi:h~s made· as far 
downstream as SINZ!NG (1·452) to a point upstr~,afn a~ (103447), slighi;ly 
southwest of KAPFELBERG. Mo.st. of the· landings·,· hts'~v;er, -were made -fl~ 
further downstream ti;la.t !:!- po,int to the northeas-t of 1'QT NG ( 12;19) ~ ). • 
These lat.ter ·troops are tn, first_ to be mentipned in 'e l:)ssages, w!l.i..ch 
stated ,that, immediat€1ly .~pon la.nding, the d,oughboys ·move sou~hwest 
along the river? roa·g.., to':take MATTING about 1100 .•. ·m:e.anwb.ile, ~•ers, '· 
crossing further upstream., CfEtp:tured. OBERN'DORF. fl.34? )· and ·by 1260, the · ·• 
Di vision held a bridgehea.d .. comprising tb,e th,;onbna.il of·-~ n~ between MA,ip.. 
TING and .0BERBD0RF, where the DANUBE makes a hor1:3eshoe -~end-..r. From this 
bridgehead, the, 260th pushed_ eastwe.r'd to take O-RASSLFI1'ttf (lS~'), and . 
place patrols in NIEDER (1648): oy 1445. · By 1815, the. 2d and ':'j~~-i(B'ps,•. 
260th, had reached phase line B at GEBRACHING·. (1749), · while the 1st Bn, . 
half way to B, diverted tvvo Cot•s So\lthward to. a.id ~he 261st in the taldng 
of ABBACH ( 15'4:6). At· the close ·or the period, the 260th was running · 
into increased oppositi-on. / 

. , 
• I , t 

··The 261.st met tough ·opposition'o.n the river l;)ank i.nits se-4tor, s,o 
that, at ·:the ciose of ·n-Day the ~61st·ma moved from 
the s·outh bank of ,the DANUBE. only a.s·. t'ar ·east to -take LENGFELD (1244) 
against bitter enemy. opposition. BY. 2400, ,D- Day, b.o,th the 1st and 3rd 
Bns had reached phase line A, wb,ile the 2nd Bn wa.s driving northeast­
wardly towards ABBACffl (1546) •. At ·the close of the .period_:, two Co's 
.from tbe 1st Bn, 260th, -were driving from the north towards the high 
ground southeast of .ABB,ACH, · ~s the· 2nd ·Bn:, 26l~t, pushe··cf towards -the 
objective from :the south. Th~ 2~0th was ol?de:red to prop-eeel t6 objecti v.~ 
C,. REGl:INSBURG, without wait.ing for the ABBACH pocket to. clear up in the-
26lst zone. · - · · . •' 

BY 2400, .D-Da.y -the 2nd Bn and· elements or· the ~st B.~, ·· 259th Infantry 
bad cros-sed · the ·river in the zone of the ,26lst. They:. had pr,otected the 
Division'~ _r~ght -(south) f'la.nk until being ordered t<;> ·move to .a :forward· 
assenibly area at 0730., ·The c,,rossing. wa~ initiated at 1800-, when the 
259th wa,s oz,del"ed to· take over 261st )>os1. tions· in LENG-FELD, and la.n. 

··out: south of this village to continue· to·proteet the Divisionts rigb,t · 
. flank on ;the REGENSBURG sid-e of' :the river, while the 2nd Bn went into' 
Divisi'On Reserve near GRAS.SLF!NG.·· '.Phe 65th Ren Tr was. similarly re•lieved 
9f 1t:,·assignrnont to the ·protection of the D+vision right· flank~ and 
was ordered to maintain liaison between forward elements of ths $6lst, 
and rear elemertts of the 259th. 

. Dµring the entire period of -D-Day, the Div Arty, the 808th TD Bn, 
and the 94th Chemical~Bn, together with a number of missions from Third 
Army's tactical -air force, :(ired a: semi-circle .. of towns beyo:r:icl the 
bridgehead positions, as well as certain designated targe.ts. Explosions 
.in a number of the towns indicated that the ·enemy had use~ the hamlets 
as gasoline and ammuni t:I:on ·dumps. - _· · 
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. ·on 2·'7 April UGE1ISBURG ·,;,,as surrendere'd. to. th.e 65th. Infantry Di,vi~ion.· 
Al though fighting continued in the bridgehead· during tlie early morning, 
·resistance ·b.1iJi a.li but: c,ollapsed by _mid-morning· and at 1030, · a retired 
Q-e:Mna.n Gener:a'l f'ormaJ..ly.turned·over ·the cathe.d:rsal' city to General John 
'E-. QQp.ela.ncil.,"·A.asis.ta;ht -Div1s·ion Coltllnander.,. and Colonel :Frank Dunkley, 
260th Co.m:ms.nding Off ic~er:-r .It was surr~ndered after the regular Army 
G:omro.&ndall' ·ruu;L'!'led .. REGENSBURG. at 27040'0i. . . . · 

~ ~ . .. 
. · 1lhe 'i't>-i t action 0f. the .day was a combined infa:r:itry, tank and. 
tank destro _,, a$sault cm ABBA.CH by the· 1st Bf)., 26:ot-h and elements· of . 
the 748th Tk '.an, 808th TD :Bn. Tbe over1'Vbelm~ng, we.ight of. the ,attack. 
o-verran ·th,e town by 0700, when the highway :runm.ng along the TIAm.TBE 

.b.6ltween the zones of'.i the 260th. and ··26lst ·was opened. 

Af~e~ tha ,surrender of REG'E1J$BUR<l w.as announced, the 26fst was 
motori~ed with a.comp,a.~y of·Tn'ts .in th~ vipinity of ABBACH, and rode 
tQwa.rcts the: city. The re.gim.ent was stopped, however, ·loe:for'e ente)'ing 
REGE}-TS')3URG, e.:nct gi v·en · the mission of p!'."Oteeting the Di v_isj..on ar-e4 to 
the south o.f the city as :far as the southern Divis-ion boundary which 
was to sepa.rat·el. the 65th from the 80th Division... The 259th comple.ted 
:tt~ cro·s.,si.ng, aind''continueCl: to.protect the right·flank of.the Division· 
w1tli 1ta 2nd Bnl while the ·:srd. reV'_erted from Divisidn Reserve to the 
contr9l · of the ;259th Com."na~ding <}f'ficer for th.a job of protecting oros·s­
ing· s.ites.. The· 1st Bn, 259th wa.s a:ttached to the 2in.st. 

1' ' I• 

The, ai·ty of' REGENSBURG. itself _was completely under the· control of 
the 260th by 14j0o. At the elOse of the- period, this regime.nt was main'"!'· 
taining ~ poli•c~ of. the city. · 
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·:/ ;:.J ·For three days, tht;, 65th went into a period of _gu.ard duty,. of 

mino?" pa.troli·ng;,· and finally,- s,et up a ·training and rehabit"J.i tat ion 
while, elements of the 80.th D'.l'v1siof?..~ the· 3rd. Cavalry Gli'.oup a·nd tlle 
Armore'd. r:H._visi_on passed .through the '6-Sth ar>ea on .28. Apr·11 • . 

per:t.o~~ :1 
13th . , J 

• 1 

At the mon~h' s ·~;t;d, :the :65th Di V'1s1o·n was. i'1z,ml~- est'.ab:iia;hed .on, 
the•, aide Gf the,! DANUBE cl.osest· to AUS'l\RIA and .. re4dy to move towards··., . 
. this segment of'. the Greater Reich~ on the first day of the_ new month. 

j • 

G•2 re.port~ for this per-iod abound in accounts of smail cou1~ter- · 
attacks throughput the, zone: of· operations. The terrain was very · . 
f'a.vora'ble for> Slllall .:holding aet·ions., usually .ce-ntered ,around, a couple of 
tanks -or a: singjLe artillery field _piece. But the··action was of such a 
scattered .natur~ that· there wa.s never· a:ny doubt agout' _the, fact that the 
mass of the Germans were •1,n:tull retreat, and that their retreat was that 
of a.·large number cif small units,·rather than a withdrawal based on. 
large overall· planning.. The N.bm1ARKT holding operat~ons w.er'e certainly 
the bes·t orgahi~ed dµring the .. period, .w:P:ile ··the fighting around .ABBACH 
AND L:.ENGF.1ELD retJ-ealed the rudiment a of •organized resistance. ·But it 
·collapsed very rapidly once the power of' e.' combined ·task f oree was 
applie'd to it:. ' ·, 
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The best indication .of iJhe enem,'"s desires ar_e, onc.e again, . 
the PW· statistics\,· whieh re..re-~l tha.t 7, 264 Wehrnia:cher--s went through -
l)ivision-cages frorn·19 .April until the end of· the month. . . 

_ Naturally,- these holding ~·ctio_ns took their• toll of Di vision per­
sonnel •. Again, the figures are not large, but it is to be expected 
that the average daily casualties will be greater :for-this period than 
e·ither of the preceding ones. · 

CONCLUSION: 

Wounded 
. office·rs .· 12 
Enlisted -Men, 197 

MIA 
a" 

9 

Note: '"This figure _represents new MIA' s du:r:ing this p~r1:od 
only. ·Actua'lly, ~ome of this :total r~ported 'back 
to _their :outfits, 1,vbile · others we,nt into other cat-

. egories •.. The figure is .intended only to furnish. an 
idea pf the MIA•s for the period·~nder eonsideration. 
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. · A _review of ·the opera ti9ns for the· month of Apri-1 leaves the over- I 
all impre·ssion of -a tlef.ea ted and scattered ~nemy. be1ng rapidly ov,:eJ?run· · j 
by the -superior weight, numbers, equipment and.· organi zat·ion of 911r forces. I 
The last t-ime that the Wehr'macht was. ~bJ.e to put up any long· and sus~ l' 
tairtE:d opposition against _.the 65th Infantyy Di vision was at the Si!=:lg.:. l · 
fried Line. After the Division had breached his border defenses in the 
middle ·of March h~ could. turn, and make short delaying actions - which· 
w:ere, in some sectors,_ extremely well conceived considering the forces 
at his disposal, and all too frequently caused Division biood to flow. 
But these holding op·era:tions were never m0re than the temporary ex­
pedients of the diehards. They were always shattered and always at far 
greater· cost to t~e ~nemy than to. ourselves. .. 

The-· fighting, -then, wa.s··sporadic. Da.y·arte;r day, squads, 0r 
platqons, or companies, sdmetimes battalions, ~nd·v&ry infreguehtly, ·a 
combined task force,.would·be thrown against tbe remnants,of the Wehr­
macht. A:J.l of tnese skirmishes require_d Di vision a ttentio{).,- Di vision 
Command, and Di-vis·ion resources. However,. only the crossing of the . 
DANUBE can be s·aid to represent a. single ·operation in· whlch every unit 
of the q5th played an integral part • 

. ·'· ............... 

· For the re:st, it may be said that SUCH?Erss of the operations during 
the month of Ap~il were as·much responsible to the overcoming of .tremen­
dous logistic difficulties as ·to tactical considerations. The constant 
movement of tp.e organization; witb,its .resultant demands on"transport­
ation, as well as the lengthening of supply lines, pr~sented some of the 
major. problems of the month 1 s operations.. Their solution ke:µt the- 65th 
Infan~ry Division offensive rolling through _GERMANl• 

~. 
. . ·. S • E. IL.. NHART, 

.. 15 -. 

Major General, u .. $. Army, 
Commanding • 
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APO 200, US Arn1y 
5 .July 1945 

xpate: :: , uly l:).!5 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Subject: Oper1;,.tions 

To CG, 65th Inf'antry Division, APO 200, u. s. Army. 

1·April 1915 

9!_: EA'.I''.11.ENBACH (2846) GRRFAFY 

After Action S1.1,';JJ'.nary: Div moved into assembly areas and 111.&vle prep­
ar.:~tions to attack -Ebrough 3rd Cav GJ? across FULDA R at 020600B. 

259th Inf: Atch<l: 8:37th FA Bn, one Plat Co 11A 11 , 265th Engr (C) Bn, 
one ti'. Tk Co, t·;rn Plats Lt Tl{ Co, 749th Tk Bn, one Co 691st TD Bn, 
Co "A 11 , 36,5th tted Bn. 

Moved into usserµbly area W of HEHSFELD (3£354:) and r.1.ade preparations 
for attack 020600B. 

260th Inf: A tchd: 86Hth FA Bn, one Plat Co 11 B11 , 265th 3nr;r Bn, one 
M Tk Co, one Lt Tk Co ( -two Plats), 749th Tk Bn, one Co 691st TD Sn, 
Co "B" 365th J.~ed Bn. 

2nd :f;)n into assembly area Vic NAVSIS {2565) and made preparations f9r 
attack. 3rd Bn, Div Res, Vic RENGS!:fAVSEN (2669). 

261st Inf: Atchd to 6th Armd Div. Atchd: 86\nb FA Bn, Co 11 C11 , f3lst 
Cml T3n, Co "G 11 , 691st TD Bn, -one Plat Co 11 0 11 , 265th ·l:£ngr (C) Bn. 

Div Arty: r,~oved into assE-}mbly areas Vic ERS'-?ODT>: { 3065). 

65th Ren Tr: Detchd from 2610t Inf and moved to assembly area Vic 
·ERSRODE ( $065) Div Res. 

OP: HA T'L'E113ACH ( 2846) 
2 April 194[5 

Giffi r;, A NY. 

After Action Su:mnary: Div attacked 020600 crossed FULDA R ant.l con­
-'Einued attack to t"be NE against scattered Enemy re3ist2.nce. Nun10rous 
towns and yiopulat3d loon.Lt ties were ca )tUr8d. Attack continued 
thr~ughout ~:110 }l'J riod. At clos0 of })eriocl, units had passed SO]l:TRA 
and v1ere continuj_ne; a.ttack to the E maJ-cing rapid progress. 

259th Inf: (A tchd: See 1 .April ( except 867th F'A Bn D0t2.clH:Jd)). 

: . 



"')-' K-IIIIIIIIB-s . i< .) 

A ttack~d 0206uu in column ~-f Bns ~'i th 3rd. Bn ·Leading·. _ crossed FULDA. 
-R 0650 and _captured ·towns /~f BAUMBACH ( 3571), BRAACK (3769.), ROTEN­
BURG ( 4068) and cont:tnu.ed advance to.;_NE _making rapid progress against· 
~ea.tt.ered enemy resistance. Town oft'"BEBBA ( 4465) cleared by elements 
moving in rear of assault Bn. Bridg~ ca,ptured intact at BRAACH which 
is being used for -a.l_l Div traf.fic · except 'r-ks. At clqse of period· 2nd 
and 3rd Bn in Vic SO!'.JTRA (5576). 

Z60th Inf(· (Atchd: See 1 Ap.ril (except 868 FA Bn Detchd)). 

Attaek;ed. -02°0600 oros.sed FULDA ·Jlt .and ~a.ptured towns of .HEl~BA~H 
(3574)., .Bl'JERSFfAUS~~ t:377I), A:t!MQRSOHEN. (_3~'.6). Bpidgf:\ .ea.ptuz,ed 

·· in:ta.c~ e;t-. _ :.t:1"1 (3273). ;At close of. peri?d A<iv uni ts had pas?J~¢l 
through 11-- . NDEFE!,;1) ( 3876), NAUSI·S, \ 0778), E:;ERLEFELD. ( 4078), 3ra. 
Bn (D1 v ·ne·s) Vie .WlCHTR· (,3073).: . . . . . . . · ' 

2blst Inf,;_ Atchd to 5th Armd Div. (Atchd: .See 1 t.Pl"il) 

Div Artz: Continued Ren routes of_ a~va.nce and fianks by Air oprs. 
Arty in close support of Inf units acc·omplished rapid displaceme~ts 
and aided:by tra.nspo>rting'Inf Trs .. At close of period all Div Arty 

·had crossed FULDA R. 

65th Ren Tr:- Crossed FULDA R an<.3. :ra.ssed .tl:irough elements of· 2¥th I_nf 
to screen advance of Div at close of period. Elem~nts passing SONTRA 
{5576) made rapid prqgress. 

I 

265th Engr C BN: Repaired captured oridg·e at BRA.ACH tb take 20 ton 
loads. 

3 April 1945 

.Qtt : ERSRODE '3065) GERMANY. 

•Af"te'r Action Sununary: Div continued ad'?'anc.e in zone occupying many 
towns and populated places. Rapid progr.ess ma:de against scattered· 
enemy resistance. Elements of 2nd and 3rd Bns, 259th Inf, across 
WERRA R. Advance in progress th~oughout the period --and Div now -in 
posi tiqn to continue attack to the E. ·. 

259th Inf: (Atchd: See 2 April). 

-----Continued advance to the E occupying the tovms of tUDERBACH ( 6777), 
NETRA (6479), ,RITTN'"ANNSHAUSEN (6779), IFTA (7176), s'cHERBDA,(7579),· 
FALKEN(7782), CREUZBURG) (7575). Elements of 2nd and 3rd Bn.s crossed 

. the WERRA Rand occupied the high ground to the E thereof. Good 
progress made against scattered enemy resistance. 

,2i0:th.Inf: (Atchd: see 2 April). 

Continued advance _to the E, Of'?~Upying the towns of RO~B,A- ( 6280), . 
Ml'FTEROOE (5381), BI~_ELHAUSEW (5384) and other p'6pul?-ted loca_lities. 
Rapid progreiss. made against very slight enemy resistance •. _ At end o-f 
period regrouping forces awaited the passage of the 6th Armd Div on 

,roads before continuing the Adv in zone. 

261st Inf: (A,tchd to 6th Arnid Div (Atchd: s-ee.,l April)). 

",\,. 
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Div Arty: Arty in •close support of'.· Inf uni ts by rap'1~ displacement. 
Continued to ~upport Inf ~rs. 

65th Ren Tr: Continued t~ screen movement of Di~ and reconnoitered 
.routes in zone of advance. One plat searched woods- fof enemy along 
·the· MSR. . . 

-~ 265th Engr a Bn: 
031200. 

Bailey bridg.e comple_ted at BR!ETENBACH (4663) 

. 4 ,April 1945 , 
!f_:· BlntNEB'URG_ ·($0'!9,). GERMAtll~, 

. \ 

After .Actiori.'Su.mmarz: Div r·~lieved. Atchmt. XX Corps; Assigned V!II 
Corps J:030. · Div· continued adffanc·e in ~w zone occupying-many towns 
and· popu,la ted locali tj.e s. 'l'he\ only .obe'tacl~ to th·e .. advance was the 
6th A?,".md piv. Prepara.:tions e·ompl-ete:d to -occupy line running from 
MUHLHAUSEN (9094) to ,LANCENSAL. ~- '(04$3}. and regroup force's _.before 
continuing: the- 8:dva.n<je. on Corps Order-.. . · 

' - < 

-259th Inf°: (See 2 .. 1~_p:ri;L (except 1 Co.69lst TD Bn Detc!ld)) • 
. , 

Continued advance to the E capturing the towns of MIHLA (8278), )JAZZA 
(8282), KAMMERF0RST (8883) and othe_r populated localities. Go~_pro- -
gress made against scattered Enemy· resistance. A .bridge W$.S c'a.ptured 
at NAZZA capabl-e of carrying 2-1/2 ton··ktrucks. 1 

·_2.$0-t;)l· lnf:· (Atchd: see 2 April (except 1· Co 691st TD Bn Detchd)). 

·Initially held up by m~vement of 6th Armd 'Div. ·CO.'ll~ed advaneeefto 
-the 'E f_ollowihg· closely behind the 6th Armd Div and .l~P1:"?d..- Ph.e .- tewn1 

of WA:~IED ( 7(?89) .J -~EFF'ORT { 7 484), l)IEt)ORF ( 7889) , and GJ\ ,BµR~CHLA 
(7084). . _,' .. - • 

·2.'6lst !nf: , Atchd: 869th FA Bn, 1· Plat Co nett, 265th Engr C B~,- Co 
"c", 365th Med Bn. 

Relieved from a ttacbment 6th Armd, ·Div 041200. Assembled ·troop·s 'as 
f-ollov;rs·: 1st Bn- Vic BR0SSENG0TTER (_9887), _ 2nd Bn Vic WANFRIED '(7090) 
3rd Bn Vic EIG:$NNEDEN (8193) •.- Remainde~ of Regt Vic ESCHWEGE ,(6290). 
Given tbs mission of protecting the Div left flank, guarding warehouse 
a.t ESCHWEGE t6290) a.nd enemy cla·ss V supply dump Vic HEYERODE (808BJ. 
2nd Bn liberated 400 British officer prisoners at LENGENFELD (7393) 
041700. 

Div Arty: · Arty in close supp0rt of Ii;rf uni ts_ by rapid displacement. 
Oonclrtued to transport inf Trs. 

65tJ:i Ren Tr: Continued to s_creen movement of Di V' -and reconnoitered 
routes in zone of advance. 

' 265th Engr· C Bn: Constructing Bailey bridge at TREFFU.RT ~o be 
completed 051400. 1 . 

5-6 Apt?]._ 1945 
NOTE: From 5 .. 6 'A pril until· -f.u:rt~er not·e·, all operations ar.e for 
period 1200 one day until 1200 the following day • 

\ 
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. ),.f --; ' . \•'? 
After Action S-qrumary; Di;,;~ inued adv~nce in 7,0:t'le and occupied 
restraining line MUHLF.,AUSEN - LANGENSALZA as order•ed. .Advance made 
against""'slight- resistance except Vic LANCENSALZA where •-resistance was 
fairly heavy. Regrouping of 'forces and mopping up continued in prep­
aration to beginning new mission. Aggressive patrolling to the 'f~ont 
~tid flanks i~ pr9gress. 

259th Inf:, A tchd: l Plat Co "An, 265tl\, Engr C Bn, 1 M Tk Co, 2 Plat 
Kt 7'k co, 2 Plats M Tk Co, 749th Tk Bn;rt'Co "A";. :.365th Med Bn, Co "A' 
93rd' Cml Bn. 

Continued advance to the E eapt11ring tbe to1•ms of MULVERST~~DT. ( 9483), 
FLARCHETM (9284), "(J"itlHOVEN(02$1), LAWC'S}'.l'St\LZA (0483) and oth0r 
populated pl.-~ces .. _Resistance at LANCEN8AtZA was fairly heavy; over 
300 PW' s were captured. :Mopping .:up continued throughout the peri9d. 
Regt occupied posi ti9n bn line MlT:PJ;,EAUSEN - · LAJ?CEITSALZA in zone as 
ordered. : 

260tb In~: (Atchd: see 4 April). 

Continued advance to the E,·Q'ccupying the towns of P.FA,FFERODE (8693), 
:OBERD0RIA (8888), .MTJHLHA.USEN '(9094.) and other populated localities. 
Advance was held up due to use of roads by 6th Ar:rp.d_D.iv. Regt ful­
filled mission and oocµpieo.· portiop-- of restraining· line ~~Sr!AUSEN -
LANQEUSALZA, in zone·. / 

' . / 
\ , 

261st Inf·: Ai:;.chd: 1 plat Co rtcn, 265th Engr C Bn, Co uc'', 365th 
Med Bn, Co nntt, · and 1 pl3t Co ttcn, 707th Tk Bn (A tcho 061100). 

Regt continued to assemble troops in preparation_.to become Div Res. 
1st Bn finally, assembled Vic SCHLOTHIEJt (0498), 2nd Bn Vic WAYFRIIm 
('7090}, 3rd Bn Vic EIGE!l:'WEILER (8193). Re_:;t continued to protect · 
left flank of .Div. Aggressive patrolling in :progress. Stiff resist­
ance Vic GEISMAR (7095). Established road blocks on roa.ds lead!lng 
into Div zone along left boundary. 

Div Arty:: Arty in close support of Inf units by rapid displacement. 
Continued to transport Inf Trs. 

65th Ren Tr: Continued to screen movement of Div and reconnoietered 
routes in zone of advance •. , Assisted in capture of LANCENSAI,ZA. pro­
tected right flank of Div~ 

6-7 April 1945 
Ql: ~FmrT : ( 7 5$5 ) GERMANY 

After Action Summary: Div cont·inued to occupy re straining line. 
Aggre,ssive patrolling to the front and flanks. Mopping up continued 
throughout the period. Enemy counterattack on Div left (N} flank· at 
STR'UTH (7984) with Tiger Tanks and. Infantry being repulsed at close 
of pel."iod. 

259th Inf: ,Atchd: 1 Plat Co "A", 265th Engr C Bn, Co nAn, Z165th 
Med Bn, ·co ''_AH, 93rd Cml !3n. ' · 
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Occupied restraining line !,rJHLHAUSEN - LANCENSALZA in. zone. Aggressive· 
patr•o1s· ·to the. front· and flanks. }/lopping up continued· throughout the 
period.- Town of ALTENGO'rTERN (9989) clea-red. Qrd Bn (Ktz) sent to aid 
in repulsing enemy counterattack Vic STRUTH (7984). preparations made 
for relief of units by units of 76th Inf Div. 

2p0th Inf: A tcbd: 1 Plat co· 11 Btt, 265th Engr C Bn, Co 11 Bn, . 365th rred Bn­

Occupied portion .of restraining line MUHLHAUSEN - LANCENSALZA ;in zone. 
Active pa trollinr:; to the front and flanks. Mopping up in sec.tor con­
tinued. ":B 11 and "L" Cos assisted in repulsing enemy. counter~ttack 
Vic STRUTH (7984i. . . 

~st Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat Co nan, 265th Engr C Bn, Co ucn, 365th Med Bn 

Maintained defensive position in zone and protected Div left (N) flank. 
1st and 3rd Bn3 in proces.s of repulsing enemy ·counterattack Vic S,TRUTH 
(7984') at end of period. Enemy attacked with tanks and infantry. At 
close. of period enemy c;ounterattack under ·control and town of STRUTH 
recaptured. 

Div Art~: Ar~y fired in close support of Inf·Trs on enemy counter-
attack ic STRUTH ( 7984) .,. / 

_, 

691st TD Bn (T):, Relieved from attachment 061200 Apr 45. 

808th. TD Bn (Sp): Co rrB 11 engaged in repulsing counterattack Vic 
STRUTH (7984). 

65th Ren Tr: Reconnoitered to front and ii.long right flank. Maintain­
ed contnct with 89th Inf Div on Div right (~)'flank. 

7-8 April 1945 

CP: TREFFURT { 75.85) GER!\~ANY. 

After Action Summary: Di~ occupie~ positions on restraining line 
Ml11'JLHAUSEN - LANCENSALZA. Aggressive patrolling and mopping up con­
tinued. Enemy- counterattack on Div Left (N) flank repulsed 'Ni th heavy 
casualties to enemy in personnel and equipment. Preparations made... for 
relief of uni ts by 76th Inf Div. Plecns made e.nd movement begu.;n to 
new assembly area (080700. 

259th Inf: (less 3rd Bn). (Atchd: se·e 6-7 April) •. 

Occupied portion of restraining line 
Mopping up continued during period. 
made for relief of units

4 
by i.mfts of 

new assembly area Vid DIPPACH (6260) 
261st Inf. 

260th. Inf: (A tchd: see 6-7 April) •. 

- 5· -

I • I~ 

MUHLHAUSEN - LANCEESALZA in zone. 
Forces re3rouped and preparations 
76th Inf Div.· Began movement to 
080700 April. 3rd Dn Atchd to 

l 

'3/ 

~,J • 



',:;: .!~~u. ~~n z.o·ne -
ont and flanks. Pr.e-
Di ~ <,-nd ;ffl.l&:V~~~·:;;-t.~ ".~J:\:, ·! 

~f,l,a:t. Int:: Atchd: l Plat·· 0~ "a":, 265th Engr -0 Bn, Co "C'', 365th M$d 
h; Co "Btt, 748th Tk Bn, 3rd Bn, 259'th· In~. , · · 

·· Me.i~tained defense·. of zone aud portec·ted· Di; 1-~f't. (EJ flank' ... Repulsed 
·enemy ~ounterattack Vic STRU'TH {7~4').. linemy at:t;.,a·cked w:l;th est~ated 

· l,00 Inf and 16 Tige:rr Tanks. l,1 e.ne:i;iy tanks antl::''1: SP Gun.knocked put; 
.'•253 enemy killed and 5-oo· captured. Towns· ·of STMTH'. and DORNA · (2398) ·.· 
recaptured and the tcpwn .of EFFEtPER (.,596) oc,Gupie.d. '!i'At close of 

1 

p-eriod :uni ts ma.king preparati-ons .to be rel1ev'.~l.d .'by 4l.7t~ Inf' .and then 
mo·ve t-o new assembly area Vtc· KA'I'HERINENBtmGEI l:~990) .. 

; 

1 

. . -A 
. . ~-9 4-;pr:tl. l 945 . , '~: ~~ 

~ .. : n~~ < 158:a, l · -:89l~ff·:.~~::~-5~~t1t$\l~. ;;- ···,iif+· . ·. j 
~.f.terYAction Suinm~i:t'):: Div. continued r_egr.ouping of. f'or~es and mo'tre to _ .-\~ 
new a_ssembly area Vfc BERKA (6362). Mopp:ing up in progress ~b:~~ghout L · J 

i 

the period •. Units 'trega;n rehabilitation and' training program -0.pon·, ,l 
arrival in ne;w are-a in preparation for fut:ure- operations. Relief ·of. ., ~­
units by 76thi !n.f Div and .move to new _area still in progress at close'·•:"?'· 1 · 
of period. :I 

2~9th Tnf: (less '3rd Bn) ~ Atcbd: see 6-7 Aprfl j. 
t' 
I 

l 
I 

Continued re§rouping of torces and movement to new .assembly ar-ea Vic ... , ; 
DIPPACR ( 6260:)., Completely closed in new area 082000 ·Apr. Began _tra~n- 1 

ing and maintenance of equipment. I 
. . , I 

.2§Qt~ :_z.nf:'"' · (A tcb.d:~ s.ee 6-7 April) • i 

l-b',~:4-#\1.~:d .r,e~0U-;IP·~ng tof f·orce s and. move. ·to. ~~ty;\,~~s~bly_~:are:a:. ~~ 
:~i't1ltL f'1.56j0). All uni ts con_m;l:etely elose,d 09030◊ Apr. Began re-. 
habili ta ti-on and maintenance .. ot-·1'equipment. .. · · · · 

... . .. 

~.6lst Inf: f!A tchd: , see 7-8 April), . · 
\ 

,., 
. Maintained defense· of zone and -cqntir;i.ued mopping up in sector. Uni ts 
begin· relieved by· 417th Inf. Began move t6 '·new assembly area Vic 
KA THERINENBUR.GER ( 769(?) • . . 

. Div Arti: 86:7th and' 868th ·FA Bns clo,sed. ;into new ~J)Sembly a.rea Vic 
LAUQHRODEN ( 6·968). · Training and rifaintenancaf~ eqffl.pment :be-gun. . . 
Ass•isted move. of ·Div by transporting_ Inf Trs .. ~ , · 

808 TD Bn (SP'): "A", "B" .and ''cu- (-): .Gompariies- moved to new 
assembly ar:ea: Vic GERSTUHGEN ·( 6465) and performed maintenance. 3rd 
·Plat ttcn Co r:emained :vvi th 3r,d Bn, 259-th Inf. · 

" 
J 
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' :~ q5.yh,Rcn -~~~ Completed move to new assembly area -Vic ~ERKA (6362) • 
. Bee;a.n .€ra.inirrg and maintenance of e,qulpment •. 

' 
2S5Jili Engr· C Bn: (-): Closed. into new assemb·ly area ·vie B'SRKA (6362). 

10~11 April 1945 

~~,,.,f~~tl;~~;aq~~-~' ~~!,~i. 

At:t er Action surmn.ary; Div. ·comp,letely ·cl~sed· int~ a.ssembl.y area 101500 
Apr. S:ear'.ci-i. ol' area complet~d for enemy. · 260tb Inf advanced' in . . 
a,.ssfgned zone mopping 4P enemy. lurkin:g therein •. , Rehab:i.:li tation, train­
ing and maint.enance of: arms and equipment continued.· rrepa,atioris 
~egun to move to' new a:ssembly area, beginning· lll30Q t;pr ~ · 

2.59tb Inf: (Atchd: Co "A"~ 9.3rd 0ml Bn, l Plat, Glo.i "A", 265th Engr 
Bn, Co tt..(n 365th Me·d Sn., Co "A", 808th .TD Bn, 867-tb FA J?n.). 

I • 

Continued rehabilitation, .. training and maintenanc~. Completed search 
of area for :remainil").g enemy • 

. Co "Bu, 365th .'Med Bn, 65th ~en Tr •.. 
,,,. / 

• ► • /'" 

Continued mopping :up.of assigned area: with·two Bns abre.st making 
thorough search- of woo,ds and·, buildlrigs to- kill or. cs:pture enenry lurk­
irig · the;r,e~n. ; 

. . 

26-J:s:b~ :tnf': · At<?hd: Co "C", 35·5th M.ed Bn, 1 Pla.t Co "ctt, 265th -Engr Bn, ee tte:•~, · .~08th: TP Bn_, 869th FA Bn. 

Completely elbs~d assembly area ·101500 Apr. Continued tPa.inlng pro·,;rrun 
and,. :maintenance of equipment. C~pleted search of area• ·for enem7. 

J,..i~J: ; . , 

,898:;rh '$ Bn: ·'co~structed c1ass· II bridge at GEBBTUNGEN ·{64·65·)., rp,_aGle 
re.connaiasa:o.ce and performed :m_aintena,.nce on arms arid ·equipment.··· ·· 

65,~h Ren T.:t>~~-; A:t;:chd: 260th Inf. Assisted 260th Inf in searching woods 
.and b11-ildings: in assigned zone. 

. ,)/,~ '"· , 

-,: · -~ "i _11~12 .April 1945 
. ' .. : 

. . . . . -. . . . , ) ,• . . .• 

· ·9!•1\f. . ~- j(G56'fa}•.: _'GERMA:MY· and~ WALfflS!'tA tJSE"r1 '('98~) .GERYA »Y •. 
. . . l ' 

Af:ter ~c·tion .~umma.rz:' .Div eontinued .rehab.ilitation, ·,.rtna.i'n1ng 'and: 
iti;edi:it,nance o .ar111s and e.quip.ment.. Began move to new ~ssembly area. 

- Vic WALrERSHAVSEN (98.59) 111300. ,Units· enroute at close of 'period. 
... 260th Inf adV1S-nced in· assigned zone ·moppir:i,g up remaining en~y 

lurking· there;1n. . · · · 

~59th Inf: , (Ate-hd: see 10-11 April). 
i 

Began move t~ new assembly area· 111300, Completely· closed new assembly· 
area. Vie FRIElDRICHR0DA ( 9954) • . 

,.,,:, ..,, . 
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(Atchd: see 

Continued mopping up in assigned zone, searching woods and buildj_nr;s 
for enemy lurking therein. 

261st Inf·: (A tchd: see 10-11 April). 

Departed .for new assembly area Vic CATTERFELD (0352) 120700. Enroute 
at ·close of period. 

Div Arty: §Less 867,tb and 868th FA Bns). Departed .for new area Vic 
SGHONAU (0455) 120700. Enroute at close of per·iod. Assisted move of 
Div by transporting Inf Trs. 

265th Engr C Bn: Began move to new assembly area 120900. Enroute at 
close of period. 

12-13 April 1945 

C:P: WAI,RRSHAUSEN ( 9859) GERMANY.' 

After Action Summary: Continued· re.habili ta tion training and maJ~htenance ' 
of equipment. All units completely closed·present assembly arAa 
121600. -Plans made to displace forward to next assembly area beginning· 
131200. 259th Tnf ih process of relieving 260th Inf mopping up 
assigned zone. Division continued to furnish guard detai~s as ordered. 

259th Inf: Atchd: Co "Au, 93rd Cml Bn, 1 Plat Co uAtt, 265th Engr C 
Bn, Co 1!An, 365th Med Bn, Co ."0 11 , 808th TD _Bn, 867th FA Bn, 65_th F!cn Tr. 

Continued training and maintenance of equipment. Searchin6 new a.r:-ea 
for ·enemy. Began relief of 260th Inf in mopping up assigned zone for· • 
~ny ren:iaining enemy lur,king therein, 130700. one Plat Co "C" guarding 
ASP 53 LEINA (3369). 

260th Int':,: (A tchd: Co '1tBt1, 365th Med Bn). 
. . 

Continued.to comb assigned zone. searching woods and buildings for 
enemy. prepared to. be relieved by the 259th Inf and move to new 
assembly area. Relief,' in progress at clos.e of period. "I": Co guard­
ing Corps CP·•"' ·one Plat Co 11 0 11 guarding factory BROTTERODE ( 9050) •· ·, 

261st Inf: Atchd: -Oo "C", 365th Med Bn, 1 Plat C~ "C", 265th Engr 6 
Bn, Co "Bff, 808th TD Bn, 869th FA Bn. 

Completely. closed new assembly area. 121430. Co.ntinued rehabilitation 
and· training and prepared to displace forward to next assembly.area 
beginn:1,ng 131200. nA 11 Co guarding installations at ARNS'rADT (2653). 

Div.Arty: Completely clos~d-present ~ssembly aTea 121600. Detail from 
868th FA B:q. guarding ar.1.111uni tion train GERSTUNGF:1-T ( 6465). 

; . 
65th Ren Tr: Atchd 259th ,Inf. Assisted 259th Inf in searching wood.s · 
and buildings in assigned zone. 

265th Engr C Bn: 
SEN {9859~ 

Bn completely closod new assembly area. Vic WALTERSHAV* . 



. . . 
CP' s: WALTERSHAUSEN. ( 9859) 'GER'NJANY and ARNSTADT ( 2653) GERMANY. -

. After Action Sunmiarz: Div :eonti.nued r·ehabili tation training and maint.:_: 
· en.a.nee .oJ: equipment. At close of period urii ts still enroute to n~w 

e,.ss$:lmbly area. Vic ARNSTADT ( 2653 )'. 259th Inf continued mopping up in 
a.s.e:t,gried zone s~archfug for· remaining enemy lurking therein.. Div con- • 
tinued to furnish guard details. Planning for future operations in 

. progress. 

259tb .Inf·: A tchd: 65tb Ren Tr. 

Continued to ·clear rear areas .. ·or Enemy .stragglers' in Goj;,ps zone.· one 
plat Co »on· guarding ASP 53 LEINA ( 3369) ~ CT attachments ··reverted eon­
·t·rol pa.rent org8iD:i za tions .131,700~ · 

~~!i: ·f~1
" Continued tra1.riing and rehe.bili t~tion in assembly are~ 

after '6eing relieved by 259th Inf' ... 2nd Bn ·de-prtea 140700 for n·ew . 
assembly area Vic Tl'IARLISHAVS.~N (3052). All un:tts enrE:mte at cl-ose of 
period •. Co .11 I" guarding ·corps CP• One Plat Co ttcu guarding factory 
BROT1l'ER0DE ( 9050) • ' ... , 

. ' / 
26),st Inf':· Closed pre.sent assembly area Vic ·ELXLEBEH {3252} 12il 730. 
CT a.t:Eachrnents reverted control .pa::rent -organizations ·upon arrival in 
assembly areai. · Oo:r;itinµed rehabilitation and maintenance of equipmen.t. 
"A 1

' 00 guarding installations in ARNSTADT. (2653). 

.?.~v A,rty.: · (less 868th, 869th FA Bn~). Enroute to assembly area Vic. 
RUDISI;EBEW· (2756) at close of periotl. 

65th ·Ren Tr: , As.sisted 259~h· Inf in searching 'wQods and buildings in 
assignea 2:·one. . 

:265th Engr C Bn: ··one Plnt Co "A"' and one Plat C0 1'C" reverted ·-Bn 
control. EnrbUte assembly area Vic ARNSTADT (2653} at close of period. 

14-15, AJ?ril 1945 
.. 

Q!: ARNSrr ADl'. '. ( 2 65-3 ) GERMANY. 

After Action Summary: Div continued reorg~nization, rehabilitation, 
-and training program,. Speeia.l emph.a,sis placed o.n maintenance of arms 
and equipment~ All'":units completely•closed present assembly area 
141830. Div continued to furnish guard a;etails as ordered. Assembly 
areas searchea for enemy stragglers. 

259th Inf: Continued tb · clear rear areas. ·in CorpE\. zone of enemy . 
lJ.1rking there'-n· Trs comp-lately closed into nevi assembly area 141500., 
Began rehabilitation and training program.. 65th Ren 'Tr· r.eld f·rom 
a tta.cbment ;t5b600. One Plat", co· nau, .guarding ASP 5.3 LEI'.NA ·( 3369). 

260th Inf.: : Regt co~pletel-y c.J..osed presen~· as-sembly area 141700. Co 
ttin guarding Corps CP-• 
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261st Inf: 
. . -

"A" Co gu,a,rding instalJations in ARNSTADT. (265:3) • 
. . . 

·J?iv ,Arty: Completely elosed present assembly·a.rea.s_ •. 

65th Ren. Tr:, Assisted 259th I_nf' in mopping up operations. Reiieved 
from atte.cfuner;it 259th Inf 150.600 .- Closed in pre sent a·ssembly a'.rea. 
Vic ARNSTAD'r {2653Y at-141830. 

265th Engr C Bn: Closed in present assembly area 141400. 

15-1,6· Apr11 1945 

·CP: ARNSTADT (2653)° GERMANY. ·-

. i 
1 

. { . ,,. . 
After .Action· Summarz: :Pre,~,a:r~ti_?ns made to stage i'o:rward to new ass-em-· ·, 
Ely area Vic B:REITENGUSSBACH (2657). 259th OT enrou.te at clos.e of per.- j 
iod. · Guard details furn:tsheid as ordered. ., 

l 

259th Inf.: Atchd: :1 Plat Co oAw, 265th Engr C Bn, C.o ,"Att., -(-), ~65th 
Mect Bn. 867th FA Bn-

prepare·d to stage· forward to new ·assembly area Vic ·sTETTFELD ( 1466). 
Began move to. new assembly a.reel: 160700 •.. Regt ~nr.oute at close/of ' 

· period.. · One l?-la t Co ucu guarding ASP LE'!NA ( 3369). . 

260th Inf: Made preparations t·o move. f0rward to .. new a.s'sembly -~rea 
V!c <fimACI:t ( 1963). Co· uru guarding Corps OP. . . · 

261st Inf: Made preparations t·o mov~ to new assemb,ly area Vic 
MURSBACH ·(2367). AT Go· gu'a-rding installations in ~RNSTADT (2653). · 

' ) . 
~1:v Arty:.· As~isted move· of 259th I~f. by. tra·nsport:tng Inf· Trs.. . De.tach­
m;en€ f:J;'Ont ·868:th FA Bn guarding amm:uni t:t.on tr&~{). GERSTUNGEN· ( 4646) 

.265th Engr (CJ -~m: Departed for new assembly area. Vic BRAUNACH (2358). 
I~o7oo.,·-

16-17 April 194~ 
,. 

~: . ARNSTA'DT (265°3) GERMANY and BREITENGUSSBAOH .('2657) GERMANY~'•~,_ 

After Aeticrn Summ~r7; .Div reli;ved from control VIII Corps and passed 
to command XX Corps l,] Apr 1600. 'Began move ·to ne·w assembly area Vic 
BREI'l'E:tTGUSSBACH (2657),. l!l©g~0.,,:,·.-1Vni_ts anroute at- clos~ of period. 

259th lnf: (A tchd: see '15.:.16 April).· 

Regt closed int9 assembly area V1-c Hm~11ELS.HAIN ( 7448) 161430. ·. Ma_d,e 
preparations to.move to new assembly area Vic STETTFELD-(1456). De­
parted for new as~emb.ly·a.rea 170900 •. -Regt enroute at. close of.period. 

. : . ' 

260th Inf: Atchd: .. 1 Plat ·co 111Btt., 265th Engr C Bn, qo nBn (-), 365th 
Med:' Bn, 868th I FA Bn. ... . . · · , · 

Made preparationq: to mo.Ve to new·assembly area: Vic GERACH (1963). 
Departed for new· assembly ar~a 170630. All units closed new assembly 
area 1'72020. 

i 
i­
i. 



. . 
2f,)lst Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat Co ttcn; 265th Engr C Bn, co·nctt (-), 365th 
Med Bn, 869tth.FA En. . 

. . 
Made preparations to move to new assembly area Vic MUR$BACH (2367). . ·: 
Departed f?r new assembly area.' 1714.15. Regt enroute at close af period. 

Div Artz~ (less 867th, 868th,· 869th FA Bns). Departed for new ass­
em15Iy a.rea Vic STAFFELBACH (1654) 170930 •. Assisted move.of· Div by 
transporting Inf Trs. 

65th. Ren Tr: Initiated move to new assemb_ly area Vic EBING (2761) 
I?U§oo. 

~65th Engr C Bn (- ~-= Initiated nio.ve to new assembly area Vic BRAUNACH 
123"58~ l7080Q. <Closing i'n. area 'at end ·of period. 

NOTE: 18 April and all succeeding· days represent operations for 24 
fiour period 0001 ta 2400. ' 

18 A,pril l-9.45 
\ 

OP: :SREITENGUSSBACH ( 2657) GERNIANY. - / 

After Action ·summary': Div closed in new assembly area Vic .BAT'!sBBRG 
(2749) at 1~1630. Made prep.3. rations for movement to new assembly area 
Vic SCHNAITTSBACH· (6013). 

259th .Inf: . (Atchd! see 16-17. April (except Co nett, 808th TD Bn Atchd)) 

I 

r . I . 
I 

1 
i• 

Regt closed into assembly a.rea Vic STATTFELD (14'56) · 180430. Rehabili ta- · · 
ti9n, -~aintenance of arms and equipment carried on throughout perlod., 
Made'p,repa.rations for movement to new assembly area Vic DERNBERG (5610) 
1911.00. 

'\ 

260th Inf: (Atchd: see 16-17 April (except Co.''Ar' 80Hth TD Bn Atchd)) • .-

Rehabi.li tat ion, maintenance of ar1ns and equ,ipment carried_ on throughout 
period. Madci prepa:rations 'for move·ment to new ass-embly area Vic , 
OB-KUMBACH (6711) 190700. .... , 

261st Inf: (Atchd: see 16-17 ,April { except Co "B 0 , 808th' TD Bn Atchd) ). 

Regt .closed into assembly- area ,Vic 1IDRSBAGH ( 2367) 180830. Rehabili ta-­
t:to~, ·m_ainte11ance of arms and equipment carried on througb.out per.iod. 

Div Arty: Ass is ted move by tr:.insport,ing Inf Tr s. Made prep&:.ra tion·s 
I'or·movement to n~w assembly area·Vic KIRCHROT'!:'ENBACE (5515),. 

65th Ren 'tr: Closed into assembly area Vic EBIN (2761) 1802°30,.. Pre­
pared'. to screen 1 eft flank of ·Div- assembly area Vic SCHNAI':1'T'SBACH 
{6013). 

265th Engr c:Bn <-t: Continued maintenance and const~ucted Class 40 
pontoon bridge over NJ.AIN R Vic BAUWACH ( 2358). ,. 

11 



'·~ ... J . . . 
', ........ Ill!~ 

. l; 

' 

119 April l 945 
, . 

.9!: BREITENGUSSBACrI (265'7) GERMA.l'lY. 
r 

After-Action Summary:· Div initiated move to new assembly area Vic 
SCHNAITTA'.OH. (~012} witb · two CT' s, 65th Div Arty and 748th Tk Bn·. Re­
:mainder/uf Div to move beginning~20070Q. Preparations mad~ to move 
Div to new assembly area Vi·c ALTD0RF (62.~3) • 

259th Inf: At-chd: l Plat co ·ttAtt, 265th :~gr C Bn, Co "Au (~·), ;355th 
Med Bn, 867th FA Bn, · Co ncu, 8C)8th TD Bn •. , 

Regt · moved to _new assembly area Vic DEIHIBERE ( 5610). Pre~Jara tion·s made 
for movement t9 new assembly area Vtc 'HAUSHEIM (6687). 

260th Inf: A tchd :. l Plat Co. i'B", 2S5tb Engr C Bn, co. rrn" (-), 365th 
Med '3n, 868th FA Bn, CC!> "A •1 , 808th TD Bn. 

Regt mov0d to new a·s3embly area Vic OB-KR'tTit'9ACH ( 6411). Prepa:.t>a tions 
made for movement to nevr assembly area Vi,c STNDLBACH ( 7091). 

I 

261st Inf: Atchd: 1 Plat Co rtcn,, 265th Engr C Bn, Co nc 11 (-), .,365tb 
. :Med Bn, 869th FA Bn, Co "Br.t, . 808th TD Bn. // , 

Preparations made for movement to new assembly area Vid 0BER1'ID0RF 
·( 6798}. 

Div Arty: Assisted move ·of Div by transporting Inf Trs and moved to 
new assembly·area Vic KIRCHROTTE~:BACH (5515). 

6pth Ren Tr: Moved .. from assembly area Vic EBIJITG (2761) 190600 and 
screened left flank of nevi Div assembly area Vic SCHHAIT1IACH ( 6012). •· 

. . 
~h Engr O Bn (-): Prepa:rat1ons made for-.movement to new ass.5'mbly 
area Vic SCHHAITTACH ( 6012) 

20 April 1945 

OP' s: BREITE1:rd-usSBACH (~657) and ALTDORF (6299) GERT:i1A!·:Y.. -· , ' . 
"After Action':Summary: . Div at:tacked to the SE in zone 200600 capt.u.!_'ine;., 
the towns of ·TRAUTM.AI'TNSH0FEN (7789) and LAUTERHOFFEN '(8092) and many 
other populated localities. 259th -Inf fighting in.the tovm of .NE'tJMA.RICT 
'7182) at close o:f' period. Counterattack Vic STAPPACH (67-13) r.epulsed· 
by l~t Bn, 260th Inf, destroying two Mk LV Tks, oDe SP Gun, one half 
tra·ck, one personnel carrier and four AT Guns. Rea vy personnel 
casualties inflicted on-enemy. Preparations made to continue attack 
21 April. 

. . 

'259th Inf: Attacked to the SE in zone 200600 Apr makinr; good progress 
against moder~te resistance. ·several populated localities captured. : 
At close ofi period NEUNLARKT (7182) about 1/3 cleared. Aggressive patro~; 
ling to front and flanks. Prepa.ra tions made, to continue attack 21· Apr. , 

.,,,,,, 
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. " ~60th Inf: Attacked to the. SE in zone 200600_ April capturing the towns 
o7: TRAUTMA:NNSHOFEN (7789)., LAUTERHOFEN (8092) and many other populated 
places. 1st Bn repulseq a: counteratpack in the Vic of TRlTEF (6716), 
STAPPACH (6713). The enemy ·attacked at approximately 200615 with Inf,· 
tanks and SP guns~ .Towns of TRUEF· (6716),,STAPPAQ,li (67!3) and SIEF­
·rTZHOL (€817) demolished·. Heavy casualties inflio.1:;e;d. q:q., enemy personnel 
·and equipment. At close of period, Zd a:r1d 3d Bns c-o-risol:1.ciating positions 
Vie ~UTERHOFFEN (8092), TRA.UTMANNSHOFEN { 7789). _100 PWt s -captured 
during period. Preparations ma.de to continue attack il Aprd.;t •. 

261st. I¢': Departed. for ns.w assembly area 200750. Complete],y c.iosed 
Into new .assembly area 201830. Ocdup:t,ed posi tion_s to pr,otect Div left 
(N) f1ank. Initiated search. of· area for enemy .stragglers. Regt 
occupying positions in Div -.Res a:t close of period.· . 

808th TD Bn: Repulsed armored counterattack Vic STAPPACH (6713), de­
stroying two :Mk LV tan,ks, one SP gun, one ,half. track, one personnel ca:t'P. 
rying vehicle and 3 AT guns, kille,d estimated 24 enemy. Delivered 
assault fire Vic STAPPACH (6713)~ 

65th Ren Tr: performed reeppna.i'ssance in Div zone and on left (N) 
!'~an~ ass!sting· 261st Inf protect Div left (N} flank. · _/ 

21 April 1945 

CP: ALTDORF (6293') GERMANY. 

/' 
/ 

\ 

,.v After Ac:tion ~Sumrnarz: Div, continued attac~ to SE in zone limiting 
,;- .. line_ ·oapturing many populated places. To1vns of PFEFFERTSHOFEN ( 7587·) 
·· .'·and. . THEIM (7799) .destroyed by i'ire. 259th: Inf continued to attack 

NEUMARKT (718:2) at close of peri9d abou·t 1/2 cleared. Counterattack 
Vic NIESASS (8094), repulsed by 3rd• Bn, 260th Inf.. Heavy personnel 
ca_sual ties inflicted1 on enemy. Preparat:ions ma.de to continue attack 
220fJO~~ 

259th ··mf: A'lchq: Co uctt, 81st Cml Bn. 
, '. )4.t;i \ 

1st B'n oontimited att~ck to SE .to limiting line·. At 211530 1st Bn 
Attacked to SW and occupied hi'gh ground -SE of NEUMARKT (7182) to assist 
~re,. ·Bm :t.tti;·,tta'.fa.tta~kva€:J.thath-:pQ~m\ . ~-~ B·n·:ioe~t1P.t~a,~_pns:tttons in IM':!; 
(N) p_ortion of zone vacated byls,t.·Bn. 5rd·Bn contlnued to atta.ck 
NEm,!AR'KT (7182) against strong resistance. Preparations_ made to 
continue attack to SE 220'700.. · 

· 2·60.t:6. Inf: 'R$gt continued attack to limited line, capturing many 
popull;l,ted places. 3rd Bn repulsed a counterattack in the Vic NIESASS 
(809'4) inflict,ing heavy casualties on the- enemy. Tovms. of PFEFFERT­
SHOFEN (7587), KEGETHEIM (7799) destroyed by fire. At close of period 
Bns -consolidated positions and maintained ·aggressive patrols. Prep­
arations· made· to continue e.tctack 220700 .• 

261st Inf: Regt continued aggressive.protection of Div left (N) flank. 
Regt, less 2 Bns, remained in. position in Div Res. Continued search · 
of area for enemy personnel. Preparations made to '-assBmble Vic DEINS­
GHWANG (7294) and protect Div right (S) flank with one Bn when Div 
right (N) flank is.covered. 

13 -
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:Qiv Art~?· Fired in support of the Div advance on enemy· OP' s gun p·osit­
!ons .an personnel inf'lieting many ca.eua.lt:ies. 

65th Ron Tr.: .,Assisted 261.st Iµf ,prot~ct. Div r~ght On flank·. Prep­
«rations ma.de. to a_ssemble Vic ALTDORF ( 629'3) when covere,d by elemen,ts 

· o·f 71st Inf' Div. · 
' ' ) 

\ . 

After Acti,on Summarzt .. Div continued attack to the SE in -6ne 220700 
capturing J?ELCHENROFEN ( 7583) .• DI~Tl(IRCHEN · ( 7984:), · 'WE:ISENACKER ( 8283), 
0B-BUCHFELD ( 7879), l'F.AFFENHOFEN (8292}, KASTEL ( 8693} ~ ENGLESBERG 
8287), ·P0NSDoRF (8585.) and :ma.ny other populated places against scatter­
ed to mode.rate resistance. Passed elements· of 43rd dav Gp through Div 
throughout rperi'Od. Counterattack V;t.6 GUMCRING ( 7~80) · repulsed by. 2d Bn., · 
259th. Inf 221.900. Preparations n;ade to conti~ue att'a.ck. to. SE 2~0'7©0 •. 

259th Inf: A tcbd: C_o "C", ·81s t Cml ~n ... 

· ·ttegt continued at:t~-c~ to .SE 220'700 with 1st and· _2d _Bns ~gainst nl,efderate 
re$lstance. 2d rln repulsed counterattack Vic GUNCHI1'"rG (7980) ~1900. · 
5d Bn continued .to attack NEUMARKT { 7188). Regt cleared towns. of 
PELCHENHOFEN (7583}, .DIETKIRCHEN (7'984), w:ErsiNACltER (8283)- and OB-
BUCHFEL:b (7879:). prepared t?o. continue. attack ·230700., ' 

290th Inf: Regt continu~d attack to ·sE 220700 against sea tter.ed to 
:moderate. resisfl:iance. Elements 43d cav Gp passed .through Regt throughout 

. period. PFAFE1'TiiOFEN (8292), KASTL (8693), ENGLESBERG (8287), PRONSDORF 
· ( 8685} and many other· populated ]?laces captured. KASTL ( 8693) turned· . 
·over ·to elements 71st Inf Div. Prepared to continu-e attack 230700· • 

. : 
~61.,t ·tnf: Regt contlnued aggr0ssive_,pr.otection. of Di'v left On- "flank 
u·nti). refieyed by 65th Ren Tr., 2d Bn moved and ass~ed protection o:f 
.:i,iv right '(S) flank. R.egt prepar.ed to assemble Div-·t?es "Vic BERG -(6988) 

. _ early. 23 April:- · · 

.748th Tk Bn (-/): Assist~d advance o·f Inf by destroying BRU111I ("8294) by 
supp'Orting 'firi:e. Supporting fire placed· on a.u:toma.ti·c weaj>p-ns and .. , 
buildings, 3 cavalrymen and. 3 hor·ses were killed in KAS_TEL ( 8693). ,, 

.. 
65th Ren Tr: Relieved 261st Inf of protection of Viv left on~ flank. 
Prepared £0 assemble Vic UTZENH0FEN (8789) 23 April. 

23. APRIL 1945 

~f .ALTDORF'. (_293) anq VELBURG (8677)· GERMANY. 
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, ,· . . . !r 
After Act1o·n S:um.mar1: Di V conti,~u~d-attac~ f' ne ·cap~uring the towns 
·;;;r LUPBtfRG (92-69}, HARDT. (.9668},··PARSBERG (907 -, SEE (9367), UTZEN-
HOFEN ·(8789)1 , FREISCHVvEIBACii (8787), GR!F1i'ENW'ANG (9084), KITTEN-SEE-
8982), BATZHAUSEN (8172), EICHEWHOFEN (8:._572,), KLEJ:N (79'7y) and many . 
other vi,llag~~ and populated localities, and cle·~~ ~ (7~88).• 
Div advanced rapic;lly a.long .entire .ftont against scattereo. enemy resist­
ance. At close· of period a.dva:nc~ was continuing wi tb._ good .p.~cgress 
being, reported. 26'0 PW' s cl~~re·d through PWE · during the period. 

. . 
:259tb. Inf: . Continued attack·, to the SE- making rapj.d progress ~ga.inst 
sca€terea enemy resistance, ca,p.turing the towns of .LUPBURG (9?1?9-), .. 
HARDT (9668), PARSBERG (9070), . .SEE {9367). and many ·othe~ populated 
Iocalitles, NEUMARKT 17188) cleared., , · 

260th Inf: Continued attack- to the· SE in zone ··making go·od progress· 
a.gs.Inst_ ftght enemy '.r.esistance, capturing the·· t.owns of UTZENH-OFEN 
( 87.89), FB.EISCEWEIBAOH ('8'787) ,· GREFFENWANO. ( 9084), KITTENSEE ( 8982) · and 

·ma.:ny other populated pl~ces·. At close of period units were ccntinu~ng 
-to a.dVa!).ce. ' i, · · 

261st Inf~ Passed through portion of 259th Inf zone and attacked to 
tb'.e SE making rapi.d progress against s-ht enemy resistance,, eaP.turing. 
the towns of BATZHAUSEN (81?2}, EIOHENHOFEN (8572), KLEIN (7973),,,and 
o·tber popula t;~d localities. Elements of 3~d Bn continued to ,69,,lupy , 
hi,gh·ground SW of_ NEOM.ARKT. (7082). Elem'ent.s ·of 2d Bn·protected Div. ,. 
right (N) flank ·NW of- NEO':MARKT. At end of period uni ts were cont:tnuing , · 
ad3ranoe in zone. 

24 April 1945-

~: · VELBURG (8677) and DEUERLI}TG (04371 -GERJvTANY. 

,Kft·er A~ti·on ~ummaq: D~v cohtinuecl. attaek in zone capturing the towns, 
ol' SCHONHOFE1J ,(0854 t. EIL,SBRUN1l (0953), BERMATTING (1050), DA.SSWANG. 
(.8668),.•·-W!LLENHOFEN (9165}', ·HEM.AU (9558), PAI-NTEN {9851) and many. other 
p-ppula ted plac:es. .Div- advanced rapidly along entire front agai.nst sliglt 
oppos1t:t6n* P;rogX'.ess was contihu.ing a,t clo_se of pe:r1.od • .. 
2.59th Inf: Co:ntinued adval'l.ce in zone until.l pinched out ·by 260th Inf and 
2£1s.t.- Inf'-,., as·siemb.led Vic -BERA'l'ZHAUSEN (97'63)' i~ Div·Res. 

- '\ . - ---. .,,. 

'2&0'.th Inf': Co~ti:nued attack to _the SE in· zone· 'malting rapid :progress 
against· s:)..;tght· resistance. Many terrain obstacles encountered_ .. 
SCH01'JH0FEN ( 0854), EILSBRUNN { 0953), . BERGMATTING ( 1050) and many other 
populated plac,es captured.- · 

261st Inf: Goa:itinued attack to SE in. zone, mak_ing rapid progress 
ag~inst Iigbt resistance c_apturing :to11ms of DASSWANG (8668), VVILLEN­
HOFEil (9165), lJ-IEJIJ.A:U (9558), PAINTEN _(9852)'and other populated places. 
Continued protiection of Div right· (S) flank._ At cl-ose ·or period units 
were continuing to advance in zone. · 

i 

-65th Ren '!tr: Screened Div right· (S) f.la.nk from NEUMARKT. (7182) to 
B.ED/IAU ( §558) • , -~ 



C.F.: DEUERLING -
., After' Action ·SUnnni°fy: Di,v move·d 'to. ,forward assembly areas ctur:Lng 
·· riod in prepara •on for crossing of D0NAU R. 2d Bn, 261st-Inf, 

tu.red \VALD0RF ( 0146). -· 
,;: . , , 

25~th Inf:· Regt protected 
·fitHEIM (0344) with 3d Bn. 
(~116-3). · p~eparations made 
.( 0951 ),_ ·!3arly 26 April. 

D'iv right (S) flank from PAINTEN (9852) to• 
Remainder of Regt Div Rest Vic BERATZH.AUSEN 

to stage forward in Div zone to Vtc VIE'rlAUSEN 

260th Inf: - Atc1)d: Co ttBrt, 9~th Cml Bn, Co ttBn, 748th Tk }?n. 

Reg.t moved to forward asse,mbly area late in period. prepared detailed 
plans. :t:·or cros·sing D0"NAU R 260200 ,April. 

2e·1st .Inf: Atchd: Co ttc", 94,Qml Bn, Co "c", 74Efth Tk Bn. 
\ 

I -

2d Bn capt~red WALDORF· (0146) and assisted in 
{0344). Regt movei to ·forward assembly area. 
for crossing DONAU R 260200 April. 

the· capture of KELREIM 
Prepared detailed plans 

, \ 

Div Artz: Mdved to f o:i:;-warq_ positions and :prepared ,plans to sup:r¢'t 
15iv croS'sing of 'DONAU R 260200 April~ / 

808th TD Bn; - (- }": As~embled preparat_ory to crossing DONAU R. -, 

748th Tk Bn (-): Remained in position in Div Res. 

65°th RC'n Tr: Continued to screen Div right {S) flank north c£ DONAU R; 

265th En~r C Bn: Constructed Class 40 treadw?,y bridge at LOCH (0654), 
prepared plans· to support Div crossing or' DO·NAU R. 

26 April 1945' 

GP: -DEUERLING (0457) GERMANY. 

' i 
l · 
l 

After Action-Swnmary: Div crossed DONAU R with 260th and 261st Infs i 
abreast be~fnn!i.ng 260200. ·260tb Inf reported light resistance initial- ., l 

,.;:;;Ly during cro'ssing, but encountered heavy ·resis·tance as attack prc,gres-· 1 

sejt~ _26l~t Inf. encountered heavy .resistance ini t~i:).l~y, stubborn :eesis­
tan~, continued as ·t;he attack progressed. At close· of period all Bns 
260th and 261st Infs, 2nd Bn and elements of 1st Bn 259th Inf had cros-

. sed river. A class '%0 floating treadvvay bridge constr1J,cted ac:di!:ss 
D0NAU R was in. operation 262100. · Towns of NLATTING { l249), GRASS'tFIKG 
(154·9), OBERNDPRF {1347), NIEDER (1648) and LENGFELD (1244) were captur­
ed. Operation~ hamp~red by rain and poor r·oad net. Attack continu.dldg 
at'close of pe~iod. · 

- ."~1wi;W 

259th Inf~ · Regt· protected,Div right (S) f18Ilk N of· KELHETil (0343) 
until relieved·by Div order. Regt moved to forward assembly area begin­
ning 260730' pr~parat0ry to crossing DONAU R in zone of 261st Inf .. Began 
crossing 261800 with 2d Bn. At close of period 2d Bn and elements 1st 
Bn were acros,s R. 
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2d.-Bn 
rear_. 

reliev!;id 1st Bn 261st Inf ·to pr,otect ·pi_ right. (S) 
. R_egt continued to cross R at cUose of perio'd. · 

.flank and Div 

. . 
260th Inf: A tchd: - Co· "Btt; 94th Cml Bn, Co "B't, 748th Tk Bn. 

Regt attacked across DONAU R 260200 in zone_ with 2d and 3d Bns abreast. 
1st Bn cro·ssed in zone· of 2d Bn. Enemy resistance initially light,. in._ 
creasing as the attack progressed. Heavy small arms, mortar fire and 
considerable 88nnn fire waa.eneountered.· Two ·C.os of the 1st Bri were sent 
to assist 261st Inf in capturing high groµnd SE qf ABBAOH (1546) Vic 
PEISING (1644).. Th.e t6wns of MATTING (1249), GRASSLFING {1549), OBERN"" 
DORF (1347) and NIEDER (1648) were capt·ured. Attack continuihg at· end 
of period. 

261st Inf: Atchd: Co "C", 94th Cml Bn, Co non, 748th Tk Bn. 

Regt ·attacked acro~s DONAU R 260200 in Z with 1st and. 3d Bns abreast. 
2d Bn crossed· in zone of 3d Bn. Strqng enemy r.esistance encountered in 
the Vic of the crossing site. one.Inf support raft knocked out by 
88mm fire. · The town of LENGFELD (1244) was c.a.ptured against stiff. 
enemy opposition. Attack.continued at close ·of period. · 

Div Arty: Fired in support of Div cfossing of. DONAU R inflicting, many 
casual ties on enemy personnel.. ./ ,. 

/ 

546th AAA AW Bn: Atchd to Div Arty. 

Protected bridge and crossing sites. Direct fire in support of 261st 
Inf. 

808th TD Bn: Bn destroyed enemy mortar, automatic weapons positions 
and enemy personnel by fire in support of D_lv crossing of DONAU R. 
Elements of Bn across R., re~inder of Bn prepared -ta cross R. 22 Rds. 
HE and 4 Rds APO fired., 31 · M-,36' s operational. 

65th Ren Tr: Relieved from protection of Div right (S} flank. ·Assembl­
ed Vic HEMAU (9588) prepared to cross DONAU Ron D~v order. 

~: DEIJERLDiG (0457) 
.27 April 1.945 

and REGENSBURG ( l955) GERMANY. 

After Action Summary: The remaining .elemen~s of the Div less .3 Bns 1)iv 
Ar_ty. completed crossing ·of DONAU .R. The Div ad vane ed rapidly in zone to 
position as indicated. The follo1:•ling toi.,ms vire:re capt:ured during the 
period: REGENSBURG (1955), ABBACH (15.46), PElSING (1544)., OBTAUBLING' 
.(21-49) and TEUGN (1341). Many populated localiti~s were also captured. 
At close of period Div consolidating p·osi tions and ·sei:trcbing f 01~ any re­
ma.'ining enemy stragglers. 

259th Inf:: Regt completed cros'sing of DONAU R. protevted Div right . 
(S) flank in rear df the 261st Inf with 1 Bn. · The 2d Bn which was a ttao­
hed to the 261st In~ and the 3rd Bn (Div Res) reverted to control of ao, 
259th Inf at· 1300. At close· of period-the Regt wa$ prot~cting Div asseri,:,, 
oly area in its zone and theadway bridge over DONAU R in Div sec~or. 
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260.th Inf: Regt complet·ed cros·s:tng of NAUR~ .. - The Js t Bn launched a 
comb_j.11-ed attack of Inf, Tk-s-· a.nd.?Dts on.ABBACH (1546) clearing the tow:n 
at -U70'0 ·thus Qp.ening the road be_tween · the 260th .and 2_6lst Inf. At· 0900 

· it wa.-s· learn~-a by advanced elements that the REGENSBURG garrison wanted 
•' to -aurrender.- General .Tohn E. Oopela:o.d, .Asst :Piv C~mdr, and Col .Frank. 

l)u.nkley, .CO of the 260th Inf ente·red the city with ari _advance party to· 
n·egotiate the surrender.. The c,fty was· surrendered at lQ.30 by a retired 
German Genera.I, who had taken charge a:f'ter. the regular army commander 
had. left the ci t-y 270400 April. By 14,00 tbe Regt had control o·f entire 
city._ At close of period, Re.gt had occupie·d and was policing c,ity of 
REGENSBUHG. 

261s·t Inf: Regt completed ~cross1ng of DON.AU ·R. · At 1045 the, 2nd ·Bn 
Mt;zd ·w:itfi a Co of TD• s (less 2 plats) de·parted Vic ABBACH _for REGENS-, 
BtrRG,. Regt was _halted as it moved into REG'E"TSBUR_G a:rid 11yas g;tv0n the 
mission·or protecting"Div assembly area in its zone. 

8Q8th TD Bn:: supported a_ttac~ing Inf in clearing ABBACH· and su:)ported 
ad vane e 7:n"£°o rt'J:tJGENSBURG'. 

6,5;th ,Hen Tr: Cross,ed 'DONALi R and prot~cted gap· beb,veen 260~~ ax:ia 261st . 
Inr Regts until rel.ieved by advance of 26;ts.t Inf at •"fh1ch time it was 
given the missi.on of protectlng .the Div right (S) flank. At close ·of 
period outpostihg line and maintaining contact with 71st. Inf Div,/4' 

. / 
. / 

94th Cml Bn: Assisted in the captu~e of ABBACH by firing preparation. 
!n!tiafe.d and completed·crossing of DONAU R. · 

28 AI::ril 1945 

~: REG'E1TSBUBG. _(1955.) GERMANY. 

After Action Summary: Di~ cc;intinued to occupy and maint1aJ.n law and 
order. I_n REGEHSBURG ( 1955 l.• Continued protection of Class 40 :floating 
tre-adway b~idge across D0NAU, R-.. 259th· and 261st Inf protected Di-v ., 
assembly .area. •. Some small arms, MG and 88mm .fire was encountered during 
per,iod. 260th Inf policed REGENSBURG. Training and r,ehabili tation 
progr~m initiated. JU·ements o.f 80th I'nf· Div, 3rd Cav Gp a~1d 13th Armd 
Div passed through niv zone during per:Lod. Regts continue.d. to search. 
areas for enemy persom:!el_. · 

_259th Inf:,· R~gt protected Div assembly area, encountering small arm-s, -
MG and 88mm. fire during period •.. Protected ·Class 40 floating treadway 
bridge over D0[NA"tJ R., Passed elattlents 43d Gav Sq, 13th A,rmd and 80th 
Inf Di vs through zone. Regtl are·ia being cleared of' rerriaining enemy 
per_sonnel • 

. 260th Inf; Reg:t continued occupation of RB(!ENSBURG (1~55 ). :Pv'fainta_ined 
' a~tiye defense of area· to ·prevent enemy counterattack. Patfolled city 

to prevent looting-and maintain order. Rehabilitation and tra1ning 
program carried on. 

261st Inf: Regt .. protected· ·Div assembly area; searched woods and towns 
In zone .for remaining enemy·personnel.· Rehabilitation, tra1ning and 
malntenance program carried on. 

65th Ren Tr: Maintained contact witp 71st Inr' IDiv until relieved by 
Dlv order. Assembled Vic REGElifSBURG · (1955). 
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Aftie:r ,Ao.-ta,on S,pmmary; Div coz:ttinued to occupy and maintain law and orde:­
In ffffiENSBURG. Continued protection of Class 40 floating treadway brid~ 
across DONAU R. ?59th and 261st Infs·protected Div assembly area. 2d 
Bn . .,. 259th Inf accepted the sur.render of a German ·tabor Bn of 624 men. 
260th Inf policed REGENSBURG (i.955 )~ . Rigts· continued search of area·. for 
remaining enemy personnel .. , Training and reha.biliat1on program in oper-

. atiq;n. · · 

259th Inf: Regt continued protect1.on of Div a.ssemoly ·are~ ana'c1ass 40 
.floatlng·tr$adway bridge over no•V R. Search of Regtl area ·ror enemy 
perso~el continued. Reha,biliatiin ~pd training program in operation. 

260th ·rnf:· Regt continued ·o;<~cupation or REGENSBURG (1~55), maintained. 
contro! of c'i:vil population through defense· of area. and active- patrol1irg · 
Rehabiliation arid training prog;ram 1~ qpera.tion • 

... ·• . ' 1 

261st Inf .. : Regt continu~d protection of Div as·sernbly ·area. Search of · 
Regt1 zone for remaining enemy ~onnel continued. Rehabi'litation, · · 
maintenance and training program-~ operation. 

30 ·April 1945 

REGENSBURd (1955) GERMANY. . . ) 

After Act.ion Si.µn.marz: (See 29 April 1945) •. 3rd Bn 261st Inf, sent tQ 
S~RAUBING (5b43) £0 quell civilia.~ riot. . 

259th Inf: · (See 29April 1945). Made p:reparations for :move to SE across 
ISAR R. 

260th -Inf: (See 29 April 1945). Made p!'eparations f(:)r move to SE.· 
across ISAR, R. 

26lst·rnf: 3d:Bn sent ·to STRAUBING, (S-593) to quell riot of civil pop­
ulation. Made·preparations form~ e to SE across ISAR R. 

~ . 

265th En&r C BJ:11: Co "A't assisting 1306 Engr Regt in constructio:n of 
Bailey bridge icross DONAu R at (1856). · ¾-.... , 
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INFANTRY DIVISION 
U.S. ARMY 

11 July 1945 

Copy__/ __ 

Subject: 

To 

After Actiop Report for May 1945 (Action Against Enemy). 

Adjutant General,· ·washington, D. c. 
(Through Channels) 

IUTBODUCTI01T: 

The final week of war was simply a question of who.t hour - what 
hour would the ultimate surrender come? All along the Tr.:u.ropene front, 
the western half was squeezed against the eastern, until there was no 
space left to the enemy. In the zone of the 65th Division, there was 
less than 45 miles bet1,veen the American and the Soviet front lines on 
V-E Day. ,/ 

The 65th Division's final drive in this squeeze play was a rapid 
southeastern advance in a zone south of the DANUBE betvrnen REGE:r'J.SBURG 
and th':'l W.WNS river, 'just east of LINZ. In between, these two cities, 
the JU vision crossed the ISA11 and the Inn Rivers. It also met the last 
desperate pockets of resistance from the last desperate diehards in the 

-Wehrmacht. 

NOTE: ALL ~~nrn j,,':BNTI01:Ti!D BBLOW TS T'VO HOD:?S AFTETT GREEYYHCE TH~E. 

PERIOD l f!iAY TO 8 l,1AY: 

Opera tion·s Instructions No 35 governed the Di vision's first. oper- () 
ations in a zone which ran in a southeastward direction, south of the 
DAJ\'lJBE, from the ISAR river to its t·ermination at .. the ElT'TS river. This , (JJ: 
latter river acte~ ~s the restraininG line between United States and 
Soviet forces on v~E Day. The Division operated between the 26th Division 
on the north, and the 71st Division on th8 south. 

Operations Instructions TJo o5 provided for the movement to forward 
assembly areas south of the ISAH, from which the Division would attack 
to the southeast. At the beginning of this movement, the loth Armored 
was ·to spearhead the attack, while the 65th Division followed, and was 
to be prepared to pass through the 13th on Qorp:;:i order. The 65th Ren 
Tr wa~ to hea-d the uni t 1s departing- f:r>om the REGE!JSBURG assembly area, . 
in order to maintain ,coptact with the 13th Armored and to reconnoiter 
routes to the Division's front. By motorizing their infantry::1en, the 
261st and 2S9th Infantries Were to advance rn.pidly abreast witb the 
former unit on the Divisions left (north) flank and the ]a ttcr on the 
right (south) flank. The 260th, meanwhile, would follow in th0 zono cf' 
the :~6lst~ All three regiments and Division Artillery had clenred the 
IP prior to 011800. 



..,.. . -:-

~Y/f :· . · "~ii otJ~~~";· i!:if·{ ·:· . . .. . ,.::.C..ro.e.~ ~d, ~t,~,e;-~~~·. a~d .;· _' 
;'-:ffi.~,~-. rapid ]lilrogpel&'tt.: .. ,o,\ ·;~~ · ast, to . ~l~l'n~~.-:-~g.·· 1:.eif;''tcf ~ .. ; ···' ,:,'•"· .. , 

-:_._.;_,,SA?tt>BAEffi (081.6)' o.n. the, DANUJ3E sid:e' of' its ione, and 'tts ist'Brt a.~·P"f .. ··.~:·
1: . 

t·· .,; .$JaACH ·(9412) on t;qe · aide abutting the zone ·of· the 2.59th. Meanwhile,· 'bni ·. . 
~~;: ... 25"St'h, had crossed. the ISA~ ov.-er ~h-e· PLATTING (7'7;;2) bJ'.'.idge, and V?"as 

1~·;·:0:1,",. dr'i.ving a.cross the 26lst.~one so·as ,,to, enter its ~fm zone, with the 3d-Bn/ 
1:-:; · near A.UROµi'ING .1:8718) 1n .the lead .•. The 261st ran into ·its first pocket 
[L:': of- resi.stanee·a.t HAUSBAGR- fOSi5}t. · 
1.' ' r 

t 

. T.he advanc--e to' the SO'U~heast continued' ra.p'i¢1.1.y during the next da.7., ... ·; 
wlten "t'ot~ the 251st and -the 259th- advanc~d ~O mil$s to reac~ the I.NN r1.1teir, · 

· while :one. company of the 1st Bn, :26lst, was 'l"eport.e!i al.reaq:y across ·.the · J 

· river' at 022400.· 'The. 2d Bn.,. 261st met up with heavy mortar and 88 fir~ ' ,
1

/ 

t eoming from enemy pos-itione sontl;l. of PA-SaA.tr (,2112.} across the. INN, in 
t, . ···addition to .small -a·:rm~ fire in the ·town itseif. : !he PASSAU battle we.a . l 
~- · . atioth~r example of a bi tte·r enemy holding a:ction. By· 022200, three . 
~·· ·.,. ··-:~lt~~tet"s. o.f the tov.m.· had·, been cleared :at·te:r ·a f~ght wh;ich had. begun ab-~;1t-

r
. -1, ·:0.;•~5. ·. P.ASSAU finally ca:pituil.ateQ _at 0300;30., af'ter the 668tn FA, .. the 546 
:,:- · ·.AU..~ J3'p,,, e.nd .t4e 808th TD Bn, t.ngether with the doughboys, had bla~t.~d'. ·· 
· ·· 500 ·S& men and t:pre-e Mark. IV Js.~s ·from the town's. rubble. Mopping up_ 

• 1··eon.tinued -throughout ~he day. · .. · · · . · ' , 
t ·. , . , .. ! 
Ir:,'..' · While the 2d. Bn was ·st~pp6·d in PAS'SAU, the 1st Bn, 26ls.t ·Infantfy, ··,. ) 
ft~·.· w~:s on the ·INlif Riv.er at,· a· ·p.oint, 8 miles south of- PASSAU / oppQ~ite . 
f, ... · SCI!ABOING. 'Reconnaissance patrols~ whicl\ had been .sent ahea}I:' of the Bn,., 
t· arriv;e-a on _the east bank at 0515., '2 May· to have. the.:long NEUHAUS-SC;HA,m)• 

,

,.,:'-,: ~ -ING ~ridge :blown in_ their ~ace:. . . . · . .· . 

· · . By 1~00,. .the 1st Bia reached the vi~inlty' of 1-lEUHAUS, and set u-p. , 
i-; . . defe.nsi ve _po·si tions in and behind. the ·tpwn. The battalion was reinfo.reed 

, : ,, . b>y two Oos :from the 265th Eng:t> Bn, which ·moved through tb.e infantry to 
[<· ·' take .up pos[it_ions on the north bank of the rive];'. ·.A.bout. 1430, a 261st .1 
f? ., otf'icaI'·, Wh/o bad crossed to $0HARDI1'TG .to as·certain whether the; town would 1 

r ·. be surrende.red, returned w1th a.negative answer. ~he Engineers immediatet:y,:·1 
~· . ' set up ma~hine gun posi ti_ons along the river, and h;:ld ,Ju,at. completed ' . '• l 
t. their def ens es:, when the enemy opened up from th~ opposite sig..e... There r: we...s .a brie~; 'bu.t f'ieree, exchange of fire when the Eng1ne.ers temporarily· 
t:·. ·· · took up the, role of _the Infantryman. . . 
it,; t ,- : ' . ~., · 'While the Engineers fought the1r· b·rief battle.t the Lst Bn sent 
~(. · out scoutirlg parties to .look fo-r boats and a fording site. 
) 

f. 
f.•· 
1.t 
/. 

~;, ,,,., 
'1t -. ~:,. , • 

• ...i : ' . ' ' . ' . . 
. _They ,returned with ·the· Judg~ Advq.cate Generals ·of .. both tna_Germa.n 

Army· and NE\VY, who_, like , the ,-GI rs:; had been s_t-rar+ded by t~e blown bl"id,ge. 
'!h:ey also produced one large-sized· rowboat in which the 1st Bn., 261st 
Infantry, started across -the. river. · · · · 

. . Not E.\, shot was fifed a.~- the boats, a1though 88t s aime'd ,at .. our . , 
artillery ppsitions arced th.e river throughout the night. rrhe enemy had 

.beren blasted from ·tntr.enched_ positlons in SCHARDING by an artillery· and. 
heavy weapons.-0arra.g~ between 1500 9:nd 1730. They were ba.ttereli once 
more by~ ~en minute -prepa!'a.tion. befo!'e the rowboat took off. 

' , . 

Afi:;e:ri the initial ·rowboat cros-sirtg,. four. engineer assault boa.ts, 
increased -!rbe flotilla. · 1'Au and tt0« Cots· had ·cro.ssed by midnight. The 
rest of·'th.e ba.ttal,ion reached the west. bank between 0430 and 0800 in·a · 
number .of ~-ssault. boat~. ru1:1hed to the INN during- .tb.e :hight.. The n~xt 
morning, the Wehrmacht woke up .in Sd!iARDI1'TG eella.1>-s, ·w~ere the,y n$.d . 
·hidden •Since the barrage., to .find ,Americans ori top of .tlaem. . . . . '" . ' 



.. -·tr·~ 
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;' ' ' ' ,' " -~ rl i ·;ll. . . . . . \._, / 
:c·, ·J···. : '~~ {the·> 069.'1tl1>s.nd 261:st Jintitit;r;i;e.s:~~ :n,.opping up ·11tilld ini tia t, .. 
;· · ···'\:1~ 'cro.ssip;gs aif the ·rn, the ·2~0th ·was advancing· ·1f~ly ·behind the:· 
'. ... •:.ffist_.· -Th:e- 3d Bn was ambushed a.t·SANBBA'SH (0915), and be-ea.use ther.e w,e:re 
~-~ . .,. · lit!po:rts 0£ other by-passed enemy troops in the woods harassing the Divis­
:_. · · 1-on rear, ◊per.a ti•ons Instiructioris No 36 wa.'a is•sued· at 0301400, whi-ch . .- • · 

proyj,ded that one battalion ol·e-ar the woods aq.ong 'the .PASSAU road between 
, the ·verticals ·oa and 2;1., wh.1le the rem~ining two·b$.ttStlions oroS'sed the 
:1•. INN at SCHARDING-. Tne 2o. Bn· was given this assigbiri.ent, and during 3 May· 

removed over 300 by-pass_ed ene;m:y troops · (rom th: area. -

This same. Op.era~ions· Instruptions J?:r'OV:ided for a:" :switch in zones 
of op,e.rs:ti.on wl'l:h the I'.l\TN crossing. The . 260th (whi-ch had 1eft REGENS­
BURG trailing .. the 261st in. the zone on the left flank of the Di vi.sion, 

. · i!lIDledia.te.ly south- ·at. the ;DANUBE J, had .. changed into a similar r·ear position 
, b~hind the 259-t:n aft-er· cro~sing ·the IS,!l!t. · .. Now- t;M:e 260_th (1st and 3d Bns 
leading, with the 2d Bn pulling up after the colllpletion of its mo.pping•.up, 
op.era tion} wa.,s. ordet>e-d, .. to pull through 259th posi tiO:ns 1.n the r_ight .flank 
zorie, and to follow the 261.st ae~oss. the :·rNN.. The 261st, however, on 
crossing the river, was to eontinue· to the s·outhea.st in the right flank 
zoner (whtl\.t had be.n .. the 259th zone), while ·the 260th: was to turn north · 
out of the SCHARDING bridgehead after making· the crossing, to r.eaeh the 
paral·l;~l· zone to that of ~he 261st, on the Divisionts left flank- The 
260th itl d 261.st would therefore C(t)ntinue th$ adve..nc·e abreast to the ENNS 

· River r.estra:ining line, as the 259.th tra.ile:d in the zone of th}Y :26lst. 
/ . 

. By 032.400, the 1st Bn, 261st, the 3d Bn,. 2S9th;. ·and th: 1st/ 3d; 
and el.emen~s of the 2td Bns, 260th Infantry ha'~ ·crossed on ferries with 
pa.rt. of the 165th Ren . Tr. The remainde,r of the 'Di vLsion crossed ·on the 
bridge which was completed at 0900, 4 Ma:Y'• . ' . ' 

At the;, ·close of .:t;he p.eriod for. 3 May, the. ·1st -Bn, 261st, riad reach­
ed WAIZENKIRCHEN (5:389), 20 miles to the s0uthea·st, against extl'!emely 
light -·enemy ppposi tion. 

' . j 

Operat::tons Instru.ctions' No 37, dat.ed 031300, _ga-ve the new objective 
of the 65th l)ivi·sion. as L!NZ ·(86So/), while Operations ;Instruction~ No 38, 
dated 0523301 further define9- the final Di viai_o,n ·objec•ti ve as· the ENNS .. 
.ijlver.,·'which•-was to a.c:t e,s the restra:ining lin·e·between the Am.erica:n·and 
Soviet force~. · The regiments were to proc·eed rapidly in the-ir zones to 
take these objectives. · · 

. . . , The Division drove forward on the last, la.p_ of its march through the, 
Reich, meet.!ng only ,small de:;l.aying forces ·enroute·, notably at ERFERDI'NG 
(.6587),. Aboi.lt 0·51200, right flank of the XII Corps., on the Di vi sion1 s 
left, reacp.ed LI,JZ,,i:i, wrhich -had been entered at 1100 by ,e·lements of the . 
11th Al"md D1iy. -~;:: were :r.elieve9- by tbe 260th, ... wh,ich entered the metro­
polis between ~700 and.17® the same afternoon. ·,, . r. . ,, .. , ~ 

·. i 
'·. i 

/ 
/ 

'. 
I 

. \ 

The 261st arrived at the EN1'1'S River, overrunning the city of ENNS .1 

itself without a ~a~tle, at 2245: · On 6 May; _tbe 259th Infantry advanced 0 j 
from its rear positions as Dd.vision Reserve,· to an area abreast of .. , a.nd /; 
to the right of, the 261st zone, to complete the holding of the EiThfS ijiver :·; 
line· which,. for the 65th ._was the segment between the confluence of -the l 
films' and the DAl'IDBE a.t(030823)., south along· the Rfver to the. Division i 
boundaries' between the 65th and the rrl~t, at. (Ol3675). 'meanwhile, the J 

· 260th, began the yolicing of the LI;NZ area. j 
1 
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Operations Instructions No 38 ·also directed that all bridges over 

·the ENNS be seized (there were two, one at ENNS itseif, and the other _a 
foot bridge at (012692), while officer-led patrols cros,sed the river to 
attempt to contact Soviet forces. Operations ·rnstructions No 39, ·dated 
071600, 1-imited the distance east of the river to which these patrols. 
could do as the line (060817) south in a straight diagonal to (040680'). 
On this same day, about 1115, the 869th FA sent a volley o"f'-105ts sailing 
into the narrow pocket still remaining to the enemy; For the 65th Div-. 
ision, these shells mar•ked the end of the-war against Germany. 

one hour and five minutes before these final explosives boomed in 
enemy territory, the Division received the following message which noti­
fied the 65th of the termination of the ;war with Germany. · · 

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS RECEIV5!D AT ZERO SEVEN' ONE ZERO FIVE ZERO 
BAKER FRoi·: ROI\'lAN TWENTY CORPS FAREN LT COL DUNGAN CM.A 'GEORGE DASH TBREE 
SECTION .PAREN BY TP CLN 

THE GERN1AN HIGH COMWlAND SIG11ED AN AGREEMENT FOR UNCO:NDITIONAL 
SUR.RENDER OF LAND GMA SEA AND AIR FORCES AT ZERO SEVEN ZERO 01TB FOUR 
ONE STOP ACTIVE OPERATIONS WILL CEASE AT ZERO NINE ZERO ZERO ZERO ONE 
STOP EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY ALL TROOPS WILL $TOE MOVEMEl:T AND ACTIVE 
OPERATIONS STOP DUE TO TlIE FACT THAT COMMUNICATIONS ARE SO POOR THERE 
WILL PROBABLY BE SOME ACTION ON THE PA.~T OF THE E:NEl'lY AWD 1:fE WILL HAVE 
TO REMAIN ON THE DEFENSIVE STOP 

/ 

Twenty four hours before tbe V-E Day announced in this·message 
became official, all German troops confronting the :65th Division sur­
rendered unconditionally~ Laying down thei-r arms, they came into our 
PWE's by companies, regiments and-divisions. In one week, the Division 
cages -.clearod 61, 602 PW 1 s, more than were taken during the rest of tbe 
pariod in which tbe 65th wa:s fighting in Germany-. · 

At the ·official time set for V-E Day, Major General Stanley E~ 
REINHART, Comnanding General of the 65th Infantry Division, met the . 
Russian Genera.l conunahd:i.Rg the 7tp. Parachute Guard in tbe tiny Danubian 
hamlet of ERLAUF, 45 miles east- of LINZ, and 55mtles v,rest ·of VIEN1JA; A 
Division which had come east from SAARLA!JTT:~rrn met another which had cor.i.e 
we s,t from S':;:'ALD:GRAD. 

As during the month of April, G-2 reports continued. to concentrate 
on the number of enemy troops and the kind of weapons which the 
Division had to face at- such scattered points of resistance as PASSAU, · 
NEUHAUS, th"e area north of l<'URSTENZELL and EFERDING. 

, Some Division personnel were killed ~nd wounded on the eve of vi~-
tory in the last fierce resistance of the dying Webrmacht. Relative to 
the entire Division, however, these casualties were slicht. 
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'•: CONCLUSIQN: 

The final collapse ·of -G~r,nany came swiftly •. The··-65th-pj.yJsion . ~ -
niov:ed the 135 miles from -R~G'El1SBURG 'to ·the ENNS river in ~at:if~"'i~ .. -
The war only ended., on th_e 65th. front, as. it ended· on other ·rr9nts., when · 
the Germli\ns run out of maneuvering room.· Actually, there was no douht 
a.bout the innninent defeat when the month began"' The final week only _ '1 

proved thfit there--were still those Germans, so thoroughly i~doctrina ted · · " l 
w:i th fervor for tbe Fatherland, that they would continue .. to c.ondub t _ srnall 
delaying actions at scatt·ered points right up to V-E Day. The ·surpris- _ 
ing :thing, perhaps, is that the German was as good a defensive fighter, 
even at tbe end, as he was; These smal_l holding actions, h.owever, stub-
born as. they sometimes ·were, c·annot blur the overall picture, . which was 
a).most a sprint (135 miles in 5 days) down to the finish lin~=;. 

• 

/· 

S. H:. REI::, - . 1r, / . 
. 1:ajor General, lJ. S. Army, 

Com.rnano.ing. 
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Copy :tro I 

: HEAD~.T.TARTERS 65TB. DiFA:~rrRY. DIVTSIOW 

X X .,. .,. :ex """ X X X X X X X X X X APO 200, us Army -'- ~-- _ .. 
X s ,;, C R E T X 6 .Tuly 1945 __ , 

X .4..1).th: ·c·G, 65th Inf Division .,. 
: .,,. 

X Ini t: ~- X 
X Date: 6 Ju.ly.1945 X 
X X '" ·~ -,- X .,. x·x X X X ~· X X X X ... _,.._ -''- .... .. ~'... 

\ I J 
Subject: Operations .. 
To CG,·-65th Infantry Divisio~~ APO 20'.i, u. •. S. Arny. 

1 I.:ay 1945 

~: REG~T::SBURG (195!5) and PLATTIUG '{'7633) G:SIDtANY. 
. . . . ·. ·~ ~ 

After· Action Summary: Div initiated movement to forward assembly area ·.' 
. sout.t. 01·. ISAR -~ 011200 J.(ay.. RL":ls of 25~tb and 26:Lst ·_Ip.f's crossed· ISA.'fl . 

·, · .R arid began a:dva,nce· to SE in zone mak.ing_rapid progress -.against scat­
-~ ··tered ·ene-T•1y· r~si'stance ·• Occu.pi.ed tbe ·towns of· ·ptE-INTING {9620), 
.. · ,ALDSRSBACH (9413), VILSHOFEJJ .(0118), · OSTEREO!<,~l-T (8824) and many other­
_ /popul2-t0d localities. Units .of Div enroute at ·close of-period. Ad-

.Vance of ·.2_59tl?,_ and 261st !nfs· ·continuing. ' · ·.---. .. . 

·259th Inf: · Atchd: 

D/S:· 

Co 11 A 11 , 748th Tk Bn, 1 Plf!_t Co "Att, · 265th Engr. C 
Bn, Co "A", 365th T.Ced Bn, Co· ."C", 808th TD -Bn, 
867th FA Bn·. 

Depart0d assembly area ,Vic REG~FSB1P1G (1955) 011530. Eler.:1ents crossed · :.··. 
ISA_,.-q R a!!d. began ·adv.:J.nce. iri_ zone. Heg~ continuing advan,ce. at close_ o'f: ._·. _.,_ . 

. · ·_per?i_od r.w.king go'od·progress. 

260th Inf: · Atchd: Co 11 B", 748th 'l'k Bn;. 1 Plni Co ·nBrr ;:··E65th Engr C 
. Bn, · Co 11B 11..., ·365th- T.!ed Bn,. Go -llA'!, 80,8th. TD Bn. 

868th. FA ·3n; . ...~ . 

Departed assembly area R'.8:}SI-'S:31:RG 011800. i:ay as _Div Res. ~egt enrqute 
. t'o asser.1bly area Vic .scrro:,i~=-t.·J_lT~TG ( 9315). at clo·se of p~riod. · · _ 

261st Inf: Atchd:· Co "C" ,- 748th Tk. Bn, 1 Plat. Co ·1~cn ,; 265th' En,.s:;r C 
J3n, Go itcn, 365th I.Ted Bn, co nB", 808th -TD nn. 
869th. FA Bn.. ·-

. 3d Bn arrived STRAu~I:rG {5422) 010230. to naintain law and order.· 3d 
Bn revert;Gd to Regt R::B upon relief. AT 90 gu.arding PWE at .OB-TRAt.:ELINQ .. 
(2450) relieved by elenents of 5th R.1ng·er Bn 01-1200 •. · Ragt dep&rted 
asseL:.bly area Vic REGE}''.SI3URG. (1955) 011330. Crossed ISA!1 R ~nd began 
advance in zone rn0.kin~ rapid progress~ Stiff enemy resistance encount-

. ered in !1.L'1.USBACH · {0515). ·2d ·Bn cap.tured SA11)BACE (0715) 012230.· Regt. 
conti::.1.uin::; advance at close of period •. 

Div Art:r: : {less_ 867th, 868th and 069th. FA Bns). De~arted assembly 
arec::. Vic R:SG3NSBURG (1955.) 011700. Sup:'.)orted a:.i.v,stnce of' Div. B:ns 
assist3d r,.ove of Div by trans:Jorti::13 Inf' Trs. Uni ts e:nr0ute at clcs e 
of period. 

- 1 -



--· '·'.,/'!:, ... :.. -----· --~-. ·-----~------r--... ~•- ----~~......,...,..,,,,'f> •t« 'J. +.i ► ... ~,.~~.{ ...... , ----~-' ... _,.. 
~-- .;• · ,W: ·p•, \~t-:°; ::'-"~ 

.··•··.:·'-~·f;.;_~.,; · nrM ... ~~o .·.•~-~.::: t? · :!, '. 
63-c·.:. ~en Tr: 
Cro ·:, sed TSAR 
Inf ~1egts. 

l\litt.ftfftl t ',•1 · -._i_.•,t;·. ,•, 

Deparj;ed asser.ibl;: area Vic ilZGENS3lT':'.:r (i:955) 01120:J .)'~( .. 
R. a~d :bega!'l .r-e·co:-::::ai ssa.nc,-e j_:l Di y_ zor1e. in; _advance of .~:1::· _: 

., • • • ""! • -_.:-•• ·_:_._.·,·( ___ /.~(._ :· 

..·.:., r' , · •• , , .. ,;. . 

26:'5 t"-1 3ngr C Bn: Departed _asss::i.bly. area Vic·· REGE~T33URG. · (19.55) 011's.oo ~. · 
Cro33ed ISAR R and gave close sup:;>ort. to ad.va·nce of 259th and 261s t .. Inf!:, 

'·•.·:. 

2 !,~a.y· 1945 · '•,t. 

CP' s~ PLATTI1!G (7633) and ,F'"u=<.'.32ENZELL (1106) ~ERFA:•1Y~·:~-:.; .. ._:- ._,. .. .,_ .. I . ;'-·,-···-~., ... ,··:::t ,,,, .... 

AftGr ·Action Surn.mary: Div' co-:-itinu:e·d ,a.dVA.l'lCe to SE in ---fofie, moving',30 .. _ 
~iles- during p.erio·a. · Eleme.nts of: 259th Inf·. r·eached rmt ···R, · encounte~-· . · 
i~;, ~o ·resistance.. 260th Inf 2:~route to ass.~mbly area· Vic GRUl:D ·' ;· 

- · R:SSG::-I.AU _·(1001) at _close of period~· Regt i!'l Div Res.· ~6lst Inf adva.nc-
. ed ~o r~m R.,. 2d Bn. cleared thr,ge quart~rs of PASSAU in.: Div ione, 1st_ Bn 
at.t·.1cked. ✓across .rm-r·.R to SGHA~ING -:{2002) agaiu.st strong:: resistance.:~. · ·. : . 
initially,. _,and at· close·· of· p·eriod--'C>J1e: company: :qad ·comple-t.e-d· cros.sing.:,···~: · i 

3d Bn. assembled in .. ·Regtl Res.. · · ·~ ·. ' T~¼;;:;::: - : ·;f.ii~wijff>·:• ·: ,· .. ~·.. ..·. :,:· ·:·· ·.- ·-:(}.•. ·.· .. ··. -~; ·· .... ··::.- .· .... '.\} :/1.i:~t~:.·/··- _7~:I·~~ .. t/i:) 
·, .. 259th Inf'., ·. (At chd •. '.., · See, l. Jl!aJ ) •.... ; , . ... . .: _:.::., ·:-,(~·.. _ _.~i,i.tr,:, -: .· .. ,, _.·. 

·.- .. :_'-· - . ' . : .. . '·,·:~·<· ·.:· ·-.-,._,,... _: .·}'\;:";. . . . ·= .'·_+,:_:_·. ·.<;·'}~{i~i\.:·:;•'.:. · ~?:\t·;~./-~·- .. 
· •·.· Continued -~qvance in ·zone,,"making-'good ··progress· again~t:··:·A<?: resistance· .. :·:.·.·. 

'. <S26oth rnr_, .. {Atchd:{~e" l ~Y): .• :•·, <. . ,it .ti!}lijt .. ,,i~~;;; 
1st 3n closed.· assembly area:'° Vic BADER (-1099) ·022000B Ma.~•:.2.d -Bn erirou;te.·:.:\ 

.. •. :_. to assembly area Vic GRUND RESC:-IAtr· (1001) at· cio_se of·:·p}~J;iod.. 3d.-.Bri·'>-> .-_· 
· .... · enroute to assembly area. Vic SA~·illBACli ·.(0915) at<021600B::•May ~ - Regt-'·'in.:, i __ ·.• · · 

~--:::· Di.v ~es_. : .. :··:· . . ··:· ~:. __ :,-,-·,--:· ... _.· . -: .. :.·:_( .· •.· ..... :··;.·\:·:- ... :.·.·. >S1t~i:?t··.---· . :·/t/~~~-r-
26lst Inf: · (A tchd: ·see 1 May). Support: Co ''L", 259th:rnr ~· · ·.::;.--..·. · '.,. < 

· ' .. 1st B!1 ar·r.iv:ed Vid ·,N~;OB.AUS (2001) _arid,:attacked· .. ~~ro::;is. ~iiji;~~>to s~~~:·>,> 
· · I::·::;. '.()200~) ___ at 1855. At clo·se of .period, -one ·compa~y ha~;::-·C.ompleted ,'.- , · ·.-· / 

crossing and ·remainder of Bn ·.vas ·continuing. to-'- cro s.s .' ·· Initial slow.'-:: . · .··: 
cros3ino; wa;s the result o;f lack ·of "boats~ Strong_ re·sLstance eonsistihg .· 
·of A::c·ty ~ arid.. i,fG fire J...1as ini tialiy. ,enc·ount·2red,- but •aas l~rg.:ely neutral-, ·. · 
ize~. by suppo'rting Arty, t:G and. AA.( weapons.: 2d Bn at_t~~ked PA33AU----: _· _ 
in zone and ·at· ·close of period had· cleared. tbre~. quarter:s; of to:-m in··., .. 

' zor!9. 3d Bn assembled Vic· .N±!!l'::I?tCh'"EM . (1506). _. . : , _· ·-:~{-..:--.:: · ' ·' 
. . . . . . . , ·. ·· .. _·, . . .. . , . ·-:. ·:.-~\/t~?,·· . . ·'_:._;:~(;. :- r·: 

:. ...... , 

·Div :rrty: ·: 869th, '968th and. 720th. FA' Bns. :;,laced h~a-vy -ct,ncentzia tions .. on . · . 
ene:!ly positions· pr±o:r.-: to crossf:ng o:r,::--r:NrT R and· gav:e -sup:p4i';_t!11g fir~.---.6:·:l. < ·.-
durin~ cros.3.~ng. · . _ ·: : .... ,'·· .. : .. :. ·.·' :;. . .,. r\J!(::.:;.: _ ·.. _ :··.~·:,;i/,:'·_;::'\'~'; 

65th Ren -Tr:· Reco_nnoi ter·ed •··:>out_e·~ .. ·in Div. zorfE;} ·.and assiiite.d·.:3d Bn/;-;:> .'.;°-:: · :; ' 
260t:~ _Inf. in _coml>a.tt·in$ en:3:!nY: ambus:ti~~g-- f~rces·: Vic (091~;} ~:·::_, . ;<Y::~~-·- '· ,:,· 
265th E~g;-; ·~n: B~.- (-) ~lo~ed. -~~1~:;~ss~r1bly· ~i-~~ . . --A~-~I::t~d" ~~~s~t~~--, ... : 

f 1 ..1.. B 2r•1 t I f J"' T R ·. . . ' • .. · ••·--•· . . . • • o 3 c1 • n, ._ o s n . •On 1\ff-. • -: • ·. • . , . ·. ,;{ .-. . . ·.- ·:. · .. ,:. .. 
'' .,..:. . 

CP 1 s: 

.. · 
.,· ·.·.· ..... 

3 1.~ay 1945 

-; .... 
' ~ t ·: ···:, ,' :· 

.. . . . - . ·, . :·. 

FD""RSTE!:ZELL· (1106} and ?·BU.HAUS '(1900). GEruiLl.:,i'Y •. _. • :, .· .. : · 
• ' • • • . • .• t, .. ~ •••• 

,, 

.,,l ' 

• 1 •, ~, '~,: 
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. 'f1r!:: .. 
'?~.-·-. ( 1 -~- · ·R[5.:_Enhffl-··gJE ... ,fl• .-_::_-_·.t•_. ·- ·:~ }J; -

- --· 
After Ac cion Summary: : Div continueq ra:;?ic. advance to SE i~ · zone., •.7itp. 
lea.din:: ::lements of ·26lst Inf at WAIZE1:I~T1CH'.EN. (.5329). Se~tion· of :-··:. 
P.ASSA't:-i:1. Div·zone cleared and nolic.ed. -scRARDING cl·3ared·~ At clos~- · 
bf perio(. all troops .. vere across INN R or were prepared td' .~ross on -.:';-;_· ·. 
bridge ::-.~ l':IEUHAUS (1900) upon its ·c.ompletion·. N'Umerous PW'.,s _ c~tptured:~: 
durin,l :Jeriod. ./\,._ .·-. . ./),.,· .. '" 'f2· . 
.. ~::... ,_·· ~ ,.•. ::-·. . . )/. '. 

259th Inf: (Atchd: See 1 May ( except 8•.37th. FA Bn Reld D/S)). ,.•' . 
1, ........ 

. . ;~ : . -:i," . 
'· ~-.--. 

3d Bn a . .-ctached 261st Inf effective· 03130CJ3. - Regt (-) mo,ied-to ne 0-r r .. 

assemol--.- area-,.and nreuared to cross IlTI:Y R on Div order. At· ·close or •:;::;_:_.. 
period :,_ei;t was, in- process .of ·crossing s.:1c, assembling Vic:·.SCF...ARDr::r . _ .. 
(2001) L1 Div ·Res.. preparing to stage forward in zone of ::26lst Ir--..f' •. :;1 · :.~;' . . . ,. . . . . . .-~ ·.' ~~~ .. . ' :,~ti\"·. 
260th I:1:t': ·At~hd: Co '.'B", 748th Tk Bn, l Plat·co '~Bn, 265th Engr c·'·•;:'-' 
>-:.;,. ·:."' , Bn, Co rtB", .365th red Bn;. eo "A" 8')8th''.l.1D · Bn, 8681h 
·-.r?\ ",··· .. FA Bn_, 1· plat,- .65th Ren Tr·. . · ·-:-:'t\.. ·:·)-:;·,_. 

Jk,Bn C~-eared.'w~ods Vid SA1-IDBAC!: (0915) taking .900 PW' s •. ./(~
1

~;~ noyed·-~;/.-:-· 
. tp: ne·:i e .. 2sembly,.,.araa, prepa:i'e_d to. continue attack to· SE• >:A~ · close <£ >;; ·. 
period. :!.st -and:-3d. Bris r:e!'e .across IUN R and. 2s. Bn-; is i-n · -~~o~es.s· o:?· f 1-1{,:_:: ;, -

~tf sing. -~::;,'"··.. .,- . . . -: . \\?· ·\)\:t·:. . _·:_::1 
.• : 

1
'.~::>~:. . _ _::· ~\~) 

·.2sist Irlf·:· -:At~h~: .c.o oiC 11 ,-.748th.--Tk·Bn, l:Pla:t . .,co .. "c1~;-.. '2~:#P:--Engr· c· .. :_ ,,,.:··_·-, 
~-::,:;'t:. :}<t,(: __ Bn,_ C_o "C"; _365t.h Med:Bn~',.po,:::0 B11

, e·oet.Wif-1;t'D:Bn~· ·},tfr;;: ;. 
,;..JJ:;. .:'/; ,. __ ,:., 869th FA- Bn, 3rd·.'Bn, 2:59:t;h: Inf;· Co "A!.l.,-:,t'\94th Cm.l\:.".;:".fiX '· . 

,i: .. :(':i Bn, 65th. Ren ~z::t 1 P~tf;:~ ;( ·i! "';;:, f"'f ,· 
B08t:q '::':') :3r..: ~--3d Plat, Co 11 3'1 , :iupporti-n:;: 2d~;- ~' i26lst Inf:;·-.r-' cle::~.ri-ngfc'._:.;:, 

;i!t~AT:, a e·~~~~~~:~ .tii~ r::ark I~ :.tc:_nk~ ... ::>::-.. _ - .. ~\:_::}~,'/. · -~- · ·:,-:1;_ · .. . i_~\i!I{.~_/ 
65th Re_:: ... I--·:::-. -R~con~-.oi tered -P4SSAU. -. _.'?81,P·--~us· (1'90'0) roatl..;i';W,%:ss-i-sto.::1 -~/-:y:~·\.· 

-~$0th I:::'': in cl~aring ·woods S. of REGE:,TS?u:<·} _.., .1'-AS--SAU ro0:d~:~:::.~:·contac:t .. ed'£~~,.~ .'' ,_, 
71st I:.:!:" . Di Y - on .::i:~ight flari..k. . . - . . . --~· ... - .,.;. ~~~~: .. ~::·'· -~:::::?~<:· 

....... , ·· · - . • i'::•-'"\Y!.~... . _.;;_~:~,.~ .. ·,):_.:.--: ·~-
••• :.;':_; : • •, ,~ .. /.,:,~.• I • • •~ H ~ ~ :""• t.•• • •• ••••;•;!f./'::~:/.i~;&•M•~. - --•'".:~~; - '•• •~ 
265th :S':. __ ;r· c. Bn·:·.:· Eleiil3nts of Bn croera tee:.· boa ts·. to effect. ,,.~,tossin6 ;,_._,· ... :i 
o( 1st -::-~Gl.~:t>:Ir1f'. Bn assisted~ in. c·onstructio'n 0·2 Baii~it<:BridGe ~-::·:<:•<. -;· 

7:000 ! S R. <: . . , .. . ',~z;:: {/, . 
.. , .· . 4 Eay. 1945 ·"-- . 

.;,_.-. . ... :'.·, __ ~T-7, ',\ 1rs ... _.·_··c1~00) ;.,.-.,:,---., ~--v· ..:, -::, ~/I AB ( ... ...,;..,g ( J\TTS;:'!R-A __ :.,:?{E ". .. GP 1 s: _ .:...n.u _ .... .:.!,~i •. J1..!· ...... a~o . .t'UU:i- .. o_-r::._ .ti.u •'.'...d .. :. ; .. -.•r·1•~-- _,._._)"_·•,.,·, 

.. :· ·,•\ · . .... . . · ·. · · ,. . · . . '.>)f~_';.:/:. .~'._\1· "' 
Af':ter. A~ ~~n:-i Summary: . N'3T.:EATJ,S · ..:scF.AJm!I?} bridge c·onp~- :::teq·/0~~00. All',·:: . 
e~ements of: ·Div ~omplete<l crossi'n.; of-·nT 'R bi .041800:B. -260th' Inf. con::...··.· . 

. ti'nuec! :::'·:,:}id a~vance in. zo:;_1e agai.rrs·t-~-sc·att'ered· res,istance::-:';:(26lst. Inf.·.-·:-~·-·,~:-_:·.:, 
.c.oriti!lu~-::_ .advaric .. e to SE ·in :;::one against r.1oderat;:.~ -·resistance~::; 259th -Inf.:·· .. · 
s.t.a:;e:: :;.'<?r·::ra~d ·Jn .zqne of 261st. inf'. 'D:i. v. advaric.e~ :approx~ia:tely. 12 - . ?.~{-/·' ,ces. · .. _.:-' /.'. . . . _,· ····; ··' .. ·. " . .:if1/?:· / _·)t ·::·--

. 259t'n T--. :" • · (A' tchd' •• S · 1 r~ y) · · · -., j ·-.• .--:- ., : )ff'.':· _-:_.:'.,\, ____ • . ee .jla. ·• . ~--·. ....... <~{~;1!.":.. l' 
- •• - •. ---- ~._ .. : ,- , .. ,_ ... ~. ~; ... -~~-~•t~:,.•• ·-; . ··:.":[~::. : . 

.. Re.gt (-:_;· 3n) ·compieted crossing o.f.,._IN1·7 R -aiid:stag~d forw[~d .. ih zone .., .... 
o·f:~ 2Gl3t r:1f .: ,r ~~ --~---. :· --·--:-i¥(r;,- · ;~~-:- .· 

. t;.' . . . \~-~ :· . ·J.~~:. , 
. > .l;•~J;'!_\. • .. , :: :~ 

260th L;f: 

.· ~ 
·!' ., ·.,,: 

•~,.;;,w 

.·,,.-;· : 
~.)\"': .. 
.;,\'.,: .. 

(Atchd: · ,See 

. ..... 

1 Pay). 
• • 1 

- 3 ... 

REmtlctEJi : :.~·:; ? : 
-~ • • ¥ 
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