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Agenda

/

- Referee Development and Resources — Simon
- RFU Match OfficialHandbook

- Law 10 Offside and Onside in open play

- General Questions

- Committee Notices \
- WR Law Guidance - “Knee & Hip drop" Tackles.

- Managing the scrum - Will

. Using Just Four Words - members feedback (bring some

examples)
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Committee members’ updates

/" . Appointments/availabilities N\
« £20 subs due now
« Travel Expenses to glynCRRSfinance@outlook.com

« Web site / social media
« DBS & Safeguarding
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. (I) Law Guidance - "Knee & Hip Drop" Tackles illegal

( Rare but can have extensive player\
welfare issues

. Knee drop Law Guideline on Oct 5
» Hip drop law change from Nov 1%

\ 4
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. (' Law Guidance - "Knee & Hip drop” Tackles illegal

WOHELD

RLIGEY.

(The “knee drop” tackle, where a player drops to one or both knees before making a \
tackle, will be highlighted to players, coaches and match officials as an action already
covered in law and can also be sanctioned with a penalty.

» The “hip drop” tackle, where a tackler uses their bodyweight to pull a player to ground
and drops onto the legs of a ball carrier from behind, will be explicitly added to foul play

and will be sanctioned with at least a penalty kick.

AV 4
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Key Referee Skills
4 N
- Managing The Scrum Will W
. Referee Development & Resources Simon T

AN /
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Key Referee Skills

[ Managing The Scrum Will W J
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Key Priorities at the Scrum (3 S’s) & The Brief:

1. Safe
2. Stable
3. Square

The Brief
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Key Priorities at the Scrum (3 S’s): Safety

Scrums involve a lot of physical force and can be dangerous if
they collapse or are not formed correctly. It is our role as a
referee to ensure the setup is correct to avoid incidents.

Question - When do you play away from a collapsed scrum?
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Key Priorities at the Scrum (3 S’s): Stable

* Binds - Making sure players bind correctly and have the right body
positions.

e Cadence - “Crouch, Bind, Set” should not be rushed.

* Shoulders above hips - Checking that players keep their
shoulders above hips in a positive position.

* Timing - Watch for pushing too early.
e Reset - Don’t be afraid to reset the scrum if unstable before ‘set’.



=7 CGORNWALL RUGBY
Y

REFEREES SOCIETY

Key Priorities at the Scrum (3 S’s): Square

* Check head alignment: Ensure both front rows’ heads will set
Into the gaps and are not head-on-head.

* Check positioning: Make sure the scrum is centred and parallel
to the touch line.

* Watch for angles: Ensure all props’ hips aren’t at an angle - this
will turn the scrum.

* Monitor during the scrum: Stop play or penalise offending team if
the scrum becomes crooked or unsafe.
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Key Priorities at the Scrum (3 S’s): The Brief

The brief allows the referee to set expectations, but make sure
you don’t back yourself into a corner.

The brief is there to benefit you and help you out when a
penalising a team.
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Key Priorities at the Scrum (3S’s): The Brief — Content
* Props, hooker, nominated front row

* Setting the mark and gap

» Cadence (Crouch, Bind, Set)

 Square, Stable at all times

* Binds

* Safety - “If uncomfortable, notify me”

* When do we implement Reward?
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In groups, come up with a universal brief that when can use
across all levels / age grade rugby.....

5 minutes
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“Afternoon, three key priorities at scrum: Safe, Square and
Stable. Set an appropriate gap and if you feel uncomfortable
please stand up.

If you want to be rewarded, all three square through the mark.”



Key Referee Skills

(

Communication in Four Words
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Six Communication Principles
(thanks to Christophe Ridley PGMOT & Chris Bartlett Reg1 SW MOT)

P

* Say a little as possible to effectively manage the game and prevent “white noise”
* If you have to speak, use no more than 4 words

* All CRRS referees should fry to use the same phrases to gain consistency and
player understanding

* |s the communication clear, non-ambiguous and precise ?

* Start with Colour/Number to ensure the correct person is listening/identified

* Maximum say it twice, once preferred - any more will make you sound like you are

\ second quessing yourself
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@rum “What Four Words” first with Colour/Number \

Example :
“‘Red pack Straight & Stable ?

(no need to say any more as every one’s job is defined in
law but vary expectations by level of game).

| 4
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@rum “What Four Words” All with Colour/Number \

In your groups come up with standard wording to use at
each phase of the scrum

In 15 minutes we will then compare, discuss, and agree on
them

AN 4
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K‘Scrum “What Four Words” All with Colour/Number \

“Colour, Number, Use It" — if scrum is stationary after first attempt/actual drive (don't
wait too long as you risk a collapse — never say ‘use it' on a collapse, always re-set)
“Colour, Number, Stay Bnund” — |f back row are creeping

“We spoke about........ — when managing front rows about space, square, & stable
“Colour, Number, Tunnel” — if defending 9 creeping

“8 bind on — if 8s are not bound

“Focus on your own picture” — if someone is complaining about an opposite number
“Colour, Number, angle” — not driving straight

“Colour, Number, collapse” — going to floor

Qalnur, Number, standing up” — if popping up /
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p

\

“What Four Words”

To follow :

November — lineout/maul
December — open play
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Referee Development & Resources

/ Refereeing | Rugby Football Union ﬂ \

englandrugbylearning
RFU GMS

World Rugby Passport — Home

Cornwall Rugby Referees Society n

\ RugbyReferee.net ﬂ /
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Everything within Refereeing

Referee Courses

=P
Learn more aboul the referes courses on offer
Learming Hub

—-
A dedicated area Tor referess 1o imd learming
support
Developing the Developer

-3

Support for you on your development jourmey

& tec-linking-attent. ..

Why Referee?

Find out why you should 1ake up the whistle and
ke cooarme @ referse

Referee Resources
GGusldoreces 1o auppoert you in your referesing

journey

Booking a Course

Tramming courses for referees coaches and
voluniears

Joining a Society

The varicous societies you could join up and
dovwen the Cowntry

Referee Organizations

Heod more about referes organiaations
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RugbyReferee.net

RUGBY PEOPLE. WHO REFEREE. MAKING RUGBY BETTER BY SUPPORTING AND GROWING REFEREEING

ABOUT LAWS OF RUGBY LINKS REFEREE BOOKS REFEREEING JUNIOR RUGBY WR APPOINTMENTS JOURNAL

FITNESS PODCAST

LATEST NEWS > [07/10/2026] Hip drop and knee drop tackles banned » LAWS

APPOINTMENTS 15-18 Oct: WXV, Bledisloe, EPCR, Super Cup
and other match official appointments

All your weekend international women's and men’s rugby > Tl ‘. RugbyReferee.net

referees plus appointments for cross border competitions in Refereeing Journal

Europe and domestic action around the globe [...] NOow!
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Laws Focus
Law 10 Offside and Onside in open play

SN TY
ﬂﬂust_he onside to play the ball behind team-mate \ L Bl
carrying or last played the ball. - = St

Four ways to illegally interfere with play 7777

On kicks retreat, respect 10 metre law, or be put
onside

“Never put himself onside™ — 10.9 at ruck, maul, scrum,
or lineout.

Sanctions for offside in open play ?

What is accidental offside ? Laws of the game
Rugby Union

Sanction for that ?
\ / World Rugby Passport - Laws of the Game




LAW 10 Offside and onside in open play . . \') LAW10 Offside and onside in open play
RUSHY RUCBY

1. Aplayer is offside in open play if that playeris in front of a teany-mate who
carrying the ball or who last played o, When the last actionis a ck, the oot
kicking the ball determines the offside line. An offside player must not interfera
with play. This includes

a. Playing the ball.

b. Tackling the ball-carner.

C. Praventing the opposition from playing as they wish.
d. Loitenng in an offside pesition

2. Aplayer can be offside anywhere in the playing area
3. Aplayer who receives an unintentional throw farward is not offside

4. An offsice player may be penallsad, if that player:
a, Does nat make an éffort to rétreat and Interferes with play, or
b. Moves 1owarcs the ball, or
. Was in front of & team-mate who kicked the ball and fails to retive
immediately belund an onsice team-mate or an imagnary Lne across
thes Neded 10 reetres on that player's side froen where the ball is caught or
lards, even if it hats a goal post or crossbar first If this involves more than
are plaver, then the player cleaest to where the ball Lands or is caught s
the ane penalised. This is known as the 10-matre law. It does not apply
when the kick is charged down, ar is touched in an attempled charge
down. Sanctlon: The non-offending team can choose either
i, Penalty at the place of infringement; or
il. Scrum where the offending team last played the ball,
5. Aplayer lsaccoentally offsde if the player cannot aveld beling touched by the
ball or ty a team-mate eix is carrying the ball, Only if the offending tearm gains
an advantage should play stop. Sanction: Scrum

6. Any offside player can be put onsige when that player
a. Moves behind a team-mate who [ast played the ball. or
b. Maves behind a team-mate wha is cnside.

Offside runs Team-mate with  Team-mate kicks, runs ahead or
erlu another onside

ball runs ahead team-mate
runs ahead (subject to 10.4c)

Player made onside by team-mate

7. Other tsanunder Law 10 4¢, an ollsde player can be put anside when
a, An crvacio team mate of that player maves past the affside player and i
withen or has re-entered the playing area.
b. An coponent of that player:
I Kicks the ball, or
il Inzentionally toucnes the ball without gaining possession of it
c. Tha ball has gone inta touch, providing the player was complying with Law
until that point.
8. A plwer offside under Law 10 4¢ cannat be pat Gevsce by any action of an
coponent, apart from a charge down



LAW 10 Offside and onside in open play

RETIRING FROM A RUCK, MA

. Aplayer who is offside at a ruck, maul, screem or bneout remains offsios, even
after the ruck, rmail, scrun ar Linesut has endad
10. The player can be put onside cnly if
&, That player immediately retires behind the applicable offside lne: or
b. &n coposition player carres the ball five metres in any direction; or
£. AN ooposition player kicks the ball,
M. An offsxce player may be penalised if that player

&, Fails o retire without vndue delay and benefits from being put onside ma
rmore acleanl NN PH K3 @l

b. Interleres with pliy, o
. Maves tremardds The Ealdl
Canction: Pty
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Working with CRFU on Referee Recruitment, & Retention

ﬁ Recruit an ex-team-mate \

 Talent spot potential referees

» Ready2Ref courses with RFU and CRFU
need better support

* RFU, CRFU, & CRRS will deal with Match
Official Abuse and poor touchline behaviours
- #1 reason refs stop

\ 4







% CORNWALL RUGBY
w<y REFEREES SOCIETY

ﬁext venues \

*17.11.26 Bodmin RFC
*15.12.26 Truro Golf Club

«19.01.27 tba
«16.02.27 tba
«16.03.27 tba
«20.04.27 tba

AN 4
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