
1

YEARBOOK OF 

BENNETT & DENNIS HERRICK MEMORIAL POST 626 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

GLADSTONE MISSOURI 

FOR: JULY 2016 – JUNE 2017
BY: DOUGLAS W. MILLISON



2

INTRODUCTION 

 

A group of 20 officers who served in the American Expeditionary Force (AEF) in France during World War 

I is credited with founding the Legion. AEF Headquarters asked the officers to suggest ideas on how to 

improve troop morale. One officer, Lt. Col. Theodore Roosevelt Jr., proposed an organization of 

veterans. In February 1919, the group formed a temporary committee and selected several hundred 

officers who had the confidence and respect of the whole army. 
 

About 1,000 officers and enlisted men attended the Paris Caucus in March 1919. They adopted a 

temporary constitution and the name The American Legion. The group also elected an Executive 

Committee to complete the organization’s work. It considered each soldier of the AEF a member of the 

Legion. The Executive Committee named a subcommittee to organize veterans at home in the United 

States. 
 

Two months later, in May 1919, the Legion held a second organizing caucus in St. Louis. It completed the 

constitution and made plans for a permanent organization, setting up a temporary headquarters in New 

York City and beginning its relief, employment and Americanism programs. 
 

Congress granted the Legion its national charter in September 1919. The first national convention 

convened in Minneapolis, adopting a permanent constitution and electing officers to head the 

organization. 
 

In March of 1974 a temporary charter was granted to Commander C.E. Farrar and Adjutant F.V. Cannon 

for the formation of Post 626 in Gladstone, Department of Missouri. Gladstone itself was relatively new, 

organizing in 1952. A permanent charter was issued to Post 626 under Commander Bobby Watts and 

Adjutant Don Austin in June of 1975. 
 

During a ceremony on the 19th of March, 1988, under Commander Burt Nelson and Adjutant Roger 

Kohrs, American Legion Post 626 became the Bennett and Dennis Herrick Memorial American Legion 

Post 626 of Gladstone Missouri. 
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PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

 
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TO GETHER FOR 
THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES: 
 
TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED  
STATES OF AMERICA; 
 
TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER; 
 
TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE A ONE HUNDRED PERCENT 
AMERICANISM; 
 
TO PRESERVE THE MEMORIES AND INCIDENTS OF OUR ASSOCIATIONS 
IN THE GREAT WARS; 
 
TO INCULCATE AN INDIVIDUAL SENCE OF OBLIGATION TO THE 
COMMUNITY, STATE AND NATION; 
 
TO COMBAT THE AUTOCRACY OF BOTH THE CLASSES AND THE 
MASSES; 
 
TO MAKE RIGHT THE MASTER OF MIGHT; 
 
TO PROMOTE PEACE AND GOODWILL ON EARTH; 
 
TO SAFEGUARD AND TRANSMIT TO POSTERITY THE PRINCIPLES OF 
JUSTICE, FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY; 
 
TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR COMRADESHIP BY OUR 
DEVOTION TO MUTUAL HELPFULNESS. 
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COMMANDERS BIOGRAPHY

Commander, 2015 – 2017 
Nelson L. Duncan

Commander Duncan Joined the Marine 
Corps and served as an Aviation Crew Chief
In El Toro CA until 1963 when he transferred
to the Naval Reserves at Las Alimitos NAS 
CA.  He Served there as a 1st Mechanic Crew 
Chief in VP 778 until  joining the IRR in 1967. 

He returned to the Naval Reserves in 1982 serving in VR 57, NAS North Island, San Diego 
CA until his retirement as a CPO/ AMHC in 2000. While there he served as a Crew Chief, 
NATOPS instructor and made multiple deployments in support of operations worldwide 
by ship and air, including Desert Storm/Shield.

As a civilian he lived in Saudi Arabia from 1978 to 1982 with his family while working for 
TWA - Saudia. He completed his aviation career as a Heavy Jet Designee for Boeing, 
Douglas and Lockheed aircraft in the commercial aircraft fleets  for TWA and served his 
union as Steward, Alt. Committeeman, Trustee and Legislative Committeeman.  

He and his wife Linda have 4 children, Sherri, Jeremy, Joshua, Heather and 8 Grandchildren

Commander Duncan has been a member of the American Legion for 12 years, has served 
as Sr. Vice Commander from 2012 to 2015 and is a member of the Post Honor Guard.
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Post 626 Officers for 2016 - 2017
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Nelson Duncan Phyllis Rosales Douglas Millison

Gerald Braton R.D. Mallams Craig Lantz

Douglas Millison Andrew Lester Gaila Sullivan
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JULY
Members raising money, 4 July, 

L to R, T to B; Bland, Duncan, 
Box, Millison, Farris, Owens. Department 2016 Convention in 

Kansas City

Front; Box, Rosales. Back; Millison, 
Duncan, McDonald, Braton, 

Sullivan, Bland
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The Traveling Post
Millison, Braton, Coast Guard, 
and Post 61 Baumgarder

Key Note Speaker 
Deputy Hugh Mills

Lantz, Duncan, Mills, Farris, Ragan

Boys State graduate
Trystin Bowling
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District CDR Holtz initiating
Robertson and Armstrong,

and…

swearing in officers Millison,
Duncan, Sullivan, Lantz, 
Rosales, Braton and Mallams.

CDR Duncan presenting 
Adjutant Rosales with 
Legionnaire of the Year
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CDR Duncan
welcoming “Doc”
Ballard, MoH
recipient to the 
July membership
Meeting 27 July

Lester and
McDonald 
performing flag
folding ceremony
In Memorium, 
29 July.
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AUGUST
North Kansas

City School 
Districts

“Stuff the Bus” 
School supplies 

drive, 5 Aug 2016

Clockwise from above;
Robertson, Sullivan with

other Volunteer, Millison,
Armstrong, N. Duncan 

and L. Duncan with other 
Volunteer.
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SEPTEMBER

Millison and Mallams Volunteering at 
The Atkins Johnson Farm Countery Fair. 

Lester (R) assisting the color 
Guard for the Galdstone
Patriot Day ceremony.

Chaplain emeritus 
Courtney Receiving his 

20 year certificate.
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OCTOBER

Gladfest Parade, 1 Oct.

Millison and Farris.

Rosales and Braton.

Braton, McDonald and Murch
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McDonald, Bland, Duncan and
Braton opening for the Gladfest
Scarecrow 5K, 2 October
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Members fluffing
Poppies along with
residents of Linden
Woods Village to get
ready for Veterans 
Day, 17 Oct.

Duncan and Rosales at
Friday Fright Night, 21 Oct.
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Vice CDR Millison 
participated in National 
CDR’s Walk for Veterans, 

29 Oct in St Joseph.

Duncan, Millison and Robertson
Volunteering at Honor Flight event,

29 Oct.



NOVEMBER

Poppy Donation Day, Box, Braton, Armstrong, Robertson and Duncan
6 Nov.

Lester and McDonald decorate 
Big Shoal Cemetery for Veterans
Day, 10 Nov

24
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Participating in Antioch 
Middle School for 
Veterans Day, 11 Nov

Sullivan

Lester, Lantz and Duncan.

Cavalaro
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Duncan, Lester, Farris, Thompson and
Sullivan At Cameron’s Veterans Home for
Bingo and Pizza, 22 Nov. Bresee (Unit 61) and 

Millison visiting HQ.

Rosales, Duncan, Braton and Santa 
at Mayors Tree Lighting
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Wreaths Across America
(delayed) 24 Dec, White

Chapel Cemetery.

Farris, Thompson, Braton, Robertson, Box, Sullivan.

DECEMBER



29

January



30

February

Bresee (Unit 61), Guests, Box, 
Robertson, Sullivan and Dubuc.
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MARCH
Sullivan, Lester,
Duncan and
Millison visit Oak
Hill Day School
7th Grade History
Class, 10 March.

Post breakfast in support of
Rotary “Stacks for Students”,
11 Mar; Farris, Sullivan, Robker,
Tucker, Thompson, Murch, 
Braton, Duncan, Mallams, 
Millison and Bresee (Unit 61).
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APRIL
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CDR Duncan presenting Harold Leeds with his 60
Continuous Years of membership certificate.
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May

Members at an Elks Scholarship
breakfast, 6 May; Farris, Murch,
MRS and MR Duncan, MR and 
Mrs Tucker, Williams and Nephew,
Robker, Bresee (61), Rosales,
Mrs and Mr Braton,
Mr and Mrs Thompson.

Braton and Duncan
presenting school
awards to 2 students
at Antioch Middle
School, 17 May
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Honor Guard helping out with Patriot Day at Linden Woods Village,
18 May; Duncan, Murch, Tucker, Farris and McDonald.

Members fluffing Poppies with
the residents of Heritage Village,
19 May; Braton, Duncan, Box,
Thompson, Millison, Staff and
Robker.
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Armed Forces and
Memorial Day
ceremony, Big
Shoal Cemetery,
21 May
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Armed Forces Day Veterans Procession, led by member Don
“Doc” Ballard, Linden Square, 21 May

Member, Mayor R.D. Mallams introducing key note speaker
MG Danner of the Missouri National Guard.

New Guard Recruits swearing in.



Members Jeff Benes in Normandy and
Jessica Farris with VP Pence and wife.

39

CDR (Elect) Millison thanking service men and women, near and far.

Robker, Thompson, Mc Donald and Box on Poppy Donation Day,
27 May.



40

JUNE

Color Guard opening
Bluesfest, Oak Grove
Park, 2 Jun

Murch, Millison, Farris and McDonald.
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Post Volunteer Team
Working the fest, 2 –

3 Jun.

Thompson, Rosales,
Millison, Robker,

Robertson, Sullivan.
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The Thompsons.

Farris.

Millison and
Bresee (Unit 61)
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Cleanup crew, Thompson, Robertson
and Millison, 4 Jun.

Volunteer Millison and helpers at
Gladstone’s Kids Triathlon, 10 Jun.

Members visit Boys State, 19 Jun. Braton, Murch,
(Past Dept. Commander Marvin Harper), Farris and Tucker.
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