
 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

Sunday August 30, 2020 
 

Welcome/ Land Acknowledgement 
Whether this is your first time worshipping with us or this is a congregation 
you call your community of faith, your home, know that you are welcome 
here for we at St Paul’s extend God’s love to all* people who desire justice, 
spiritual connection, community and personal growth, rooted in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.” 
Here at St. Paul’s, “We envision a world where ALL* people know that they 
are God’s beloved children who are inherently valued and called to live into 
their unique purpose and calling in life.”  
As we gather this morning, we do so acknowledging that we are in territory 
covered by the Williams Treaty and the land on which we gather is the 
traditional territory of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation. 
We offer our gratitude to The First Nations people for their care for, and 
teachings about, our earth and our relations. May we honour those 
teachings as we strive for respectful partnerships with all the peoples of this 
province and country in our search for collective healing and true 
reconciliation and honour of this beautiful land together. 
 
Celebrations 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
 
We light a candle,  
We watch the flickering light and we imagine the warmth it creates.  
But without the spark that ignites,  
there will be no flame.  
Without the wax,  
the source of power,  
the wick will not burn.  
Without the flame,  
there will be no warmth, no light. 
And so with us. 
Christ is the catalyst that ignites us,  
and the fuel that sustains us.  
As we watch the flickering flame may we experience Christ 
entering our lives,                                                                                 



empowering us to carry the Christ flame in our hearts, 
to be the light of love,  

in this world. 

 
Call to Worship: 
 
We are standing on holy ground. 
All those who have gone before us have witnessed to the love of God. 
We come seeking God asking that our hearts be open, that our spirits be 
open to accept the call to serve God by helping others. 
Come let us worship! 
 
Opening Prayer/ Lord’s Prayer 
 
Surprising God, you have an uncomfortable habit of showing up where we 
least expect you: 
in a burning bush, in the face of an enemy, on a rough wooden cross. 
Turn our lives upside down with your radical love. Help us fully embrace 
your surprises, even as we revel in the joy of being fully embraced by your 
all-encompassing grace, mercy and love. 
We pray in the name of your most amazing surprise of all: 
Jesus the Christ.   We join our voices together in prayer as we say Our 
Mother and Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those 
who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and 

ever.   AMEN. 

 
Scripture Reading:   Romans 12:9-21  (The Message)   Rev. Michelle 

9-10 Love from the center of who you are; don’t fake it. Run for dear life from 
evil; hold on for dear life to good. Be good friends who love deeply; practice 

playing second fiddle. 

11-13 Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame. Be alert servants of 
the Master, cheerfully expectant. Don’t quit in hard times; pray all the 

harder. Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality. 



14-16 Bless your enemies; no cursing under your breath. Laugh with your 
happy friends when they’re happy; share tears when they’re down. Get 
along with each other; don’t be stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don’t 
be the great somebody. 

17-19 Don’t hit back; discover beauty in everyone. If you’ve got it in you, get 
along with everybody. Don’t insist on getting even; that’s not for you to do. 
“I’ll do the judging,” says God. “I’ll take care of it.” 

20-21 Our Scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, go buy that 
person lunch, or if they are thirsty, get them a drink. Your generosity will 
surprise them with goodness. Don’t let evil get the best of you; get the best 
of evil by doing good. 

Music:  Doug Dewell and Janet Chessell 

Reflection:  Rev. Michelle 
 

 Paul wrote these words to the house church in Rome.  It was a church that 

literally met in a home.   

Homes are the locus of our life together, where we learn how to live with 

other people, how to relate in good times and bad.  When to be patient and 

persevere.  How to extend hospitality.  Rejoicing and weeping with each 

other’s successes and losses. 

          Memories of our homes remain with us for a long time, if not 

forever.  Those memories, those experiences, make us who we are. That’s 

exactly why we’re charged to make our homes (and churches and 

communities) places where the good outweigh the difficult.  Where 

apologies and forgiveness are freely given and received, where harmony 

(using Paul’s word) doesn’t mean perfection or uniformity, but different 

characters and voices blending together to nurture each other and to bring 

the best out of each other.   

          No home, no faith community, no neighborhood is perfect, but we’re 

charged to live in harmony, and to let our love for each other be 

genuine.  The music we make together reaches into our hearts and 

memories and pulls us together in peace and love. 



 
 

It was a mess in Rome that inspired Paul to write what he did.   

In twelve short verses, he gives thirty instructions. All of them meant to put 

some flesh on the bones of Christ’s one commandment of love.  

There is nothing sentimental or the least bit easy about any of this. There is 
not even a guarantee that it will work, but one thing is for sure: When we 
repay evil with evil, evil is all there is, in bigger and more toxic piles. The 
only way to reverse the process is to behave in totally unexpected ways—
blessing the persecutor, feeding the enemy, embracing the bully—breaking 
the vicious cycle by refusing to participate in it anymore. 

That is what love is, Paul said. It is not a warm, fuzzy feeling between like-
minded friends but the plain old imitation of Jesus the Christ, who took all 
the meanness of the world and ran it through the filter of his own body; 
repaying evil with good, blame with pardon, death with life. I call that divine 
reverse psychology. It worked once and it can work again, whenever God 
can find someone willing to give it a try. Amen. 

So as we start a new church year and new school year let us work hard at 
what Paul asks us to do in the name of Jesus. 
 

• Treat every person as a friend. 

• Always do what is right. 

• Help people when they need your help. 

• Pay attention to people’s feelings. Laugh with those who are happy and 
comfort those who are sad. 

• Do not act stuck-up or think you are smarter than you are. 

• Ask God to be good to people who give you trouble. 

• Do not try to get even with people who are mean to you. Instead, treat 
then kindly. (Your kindness will make them ashamed of what they did.) 



• Do not give in to evil ideas or plans. Instead, find even better good ideas 
and plans. 

 
Blessing backpacks and technology 

 
Thank you, God, for new opportunities to learn and grow whether it be in an 
actual classroom, a virtual classroom, or from our homes. 
Be with our teachers, leaders, caregivers, and administrators as they guide 
us into the new school year. Give them the tools and energy to create 
engaging ways for all of us to learn and grow. 
Help us to open our hearts and minds to new ideas, new friends and 
leaders, and new ways of learning. 
Show us how to seek joy in all things. 
When things don’t go as planned, help us rejoice in the newness. When we 
have technical difficulties, help us rejoice in simple things like books and 
crayons. When we feel lonely or isolated, remind us that you are by our 
side . When our teachers and caregivers seem worried and wary, help 
them to be gentle with themselves. 
As we begin to explore the unknown of this school year, let us rejoice with 
new friends, in new ways of learning, in knowing that you are with us 
through it all. 
God of joy and light, pour out your blessing upon these students, families, 
teachers, and leaders. Bless their backpacks, tablets, phones, laptops and 
computers, virtual classrooms, school buildings, and all preparations that 
help build a strong and safe year for everyone. 
May each of you be a blessing and light in your new year! Go and light up 
the world! 
Amen. 
 
To our families, students and school leaders: 
 
Go into the world, your schools, your homes and be Christ’s light! 
Let your lights not be diminished in the midst of change. Let them find ways 
to shine even brighter. 
Be the light of love to all. 
Be the light of patience when days are long, when technology does not 
work, when new ways of doing things are hard. 
Be the light to shine on new ideas and new ways of learning. 



Be thankful for the lights of others who work hard to create fun, engaging, 
and challenging ways to lead our students. 
Be the light of joy for a new school year, new friends, and new ways of 
learning. 
You are the light of the world! 
Go into the world and shine bright with kindness, patience, energy and 
love! 
  
Hymn:   “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”  VU575 

 
I'm gonna live so God can use me 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 
I'm gonna live so God can use me 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 
 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me... 
Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me... 
Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

 
I'm gonna work so God can use me... 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 
I'm gonna work so God can use me... 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 
 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me... 
Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me... 
Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

 

 
 
Scripture Reading:  Exodus 3:1-15  (The Message)   Rev. Jen 

1-2 Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest 
of Midian. He led the flock to the west end of the wilderness and came to 
the mountain of God, Horeb. The angel of God appeared to him in flames 
of fire blazing out of the middle of a bush. He looked. The bush was blazing 

away but it didn’t burn up. 



3 Moses said, “What’s going on here? I can’t believe this! Amazing! Why 
doesn’t the bush burn up?” 

4 God saw that he had stopped to look. God called to him from out of the 
bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

He said, “Yes? I’m right here!” 

5 God said, “Don’t come any closer. Remove your sandals from your feet. 
You’re standing on holy ground.” 

6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father: The God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, the God of Jacob.” 

Moses hid his face, afraid to look at God. 

7-8 God said, “I’ve taken a good, long look at the affliction of my people in 
Egypt. I’ve heard their cries for deliverance from their slave masters; I know 
all about their pain. And now I have come down to help them, pry them 
loose from the grip of Egypt, get them out of that country and bring them to 
a good land with wide-open spaces, a land lush with milk and honey, the 
land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and 
the Jebusite. 

9-10 “The Israelite cry for help has come to me, and I’ve seen for myself how 
cruelly they’re being treated by the Egyptians. It’s time for you to go back: 
I’m sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the People of Israel, out of 

Egypt.” 

11 Moses answered God, “But why me? What makes you think that I could 

ever go to Pharaoh and lead the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 

12 “I’ll be with you,” God said. “And this will be the proof that I am the one 
who sent you: When you have brought my people out of Egypt, you will 

worship God right here at this very mountain.” 

13 Then Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the People of Israel and I tell 
them, ‘The God of your fathers sent me to you’; and they ask me, ‘What is 
his name?’ What do I tell them?” 



14 God said to Moses, “I-AM-WHO-I-AM. Tell the People of Israel, ‘I-AM 
sent me to you.’” 

15 God continued with Moses: “This is what you’re to say to the Israelites: 
‘God, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob sent me to you.’ This has always been my name, and this 
is how I always will be known. 

Music:  Michael 

Reflection:    Rev Jen 
 
Hymn:  “I, the Lord of sea and sky”  VU509 
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky 
I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save 
 

I, who made the stars of night 
I will make their darkness bright 
Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 
I will hold your people in my heart 

 
I, the Lord of snow and rain 

I have borne my people's pain 
I have wept for love of them 

They turn away 
 

I will break their hearts of stone 
Give them hearts for love alone 
Who will speak my word to them 

Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 
I will hold your people in my heart 

 
I, the Lord of wind and flame 



I will tend the poor and lame  
I will set a feast for them 

My hand will save 
 

Finest bread I will provide 
'Til their hearts be satisfied 
I will give my life to them 

Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 
I will hold your people in my heart 

 

 
  
Invitation to Offering 
As God has blessed our lives with abundant love and gifts, let us bring our 
tithes and offerings to this place, seeking to help others, to offer comfort 
and hope. Let us receive our morning offering. 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
Lord of all mercy and compassion, bless these gifts lovingly offered and all 
the people here. Help us to use these gifts for ministries of hope through 
our church and into our community, nation and world. AMEN. 
 
The Invitation  
Would a guest in our house be asked to sit quietly and watch as we sit at 
table for a meal? We are all guests of the Holy One at this table. All are 
welcome. All are included. Come and eat.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving  
God be with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts   
We lift them to our God   
Let us give thanks to God   
It is right to give God thanks and praise  



Oh, beautiful and sacred divine, we greet you in the knowledge that all life 

is in your loving care. For your Spirit’s presence is everywhere at all times 

filling all things with life and intention. 

We give thanks for the reality that in our various locations, separated by 

miles and social distance, that it is still true that it is in you in whom we live 

and move and have our being. The psalmist reminds us that there is 

nowhere we can hide from your presence and we confess that nothing can 

separate us from the love of God. 

Come Holy Spirit and make us one across the miles and through this media 

of the digital web that now connects us. Transform, by your spirit of grace, 

our social isolation and distance into a holy community that is connected to 

each other by your sacred presence. Be near to us as we are separated 

from one another so that each of our kitchen tables (and coffee tables) may 

be mystically connected in communion to your table which unites us all. 

We thank you O God   
For all that is good.   
We thank you for the gift of life   
And for the gift of creation.  
We look with wonder to the sky at night   
And marvel at the beauty   
and the boundlessness of this, your creation.  
And we can imagine ourselves   
on a speck of earth and water   
spinning in the vastness of all that you have made.  
And even so, we know  
that you have named us and know us.   
And that you love us all, created in your image.  
God, you call us to share   
your love for us with all of your creation.   
You call us to be hopeful prophets   



and faithful examples of your will   
for this world and all that it is made of.  
We raise our voices in joyful celebration.   
We sing with anticipation for your realm   
which is here now and yet to come.   
 
Holy, Holy God.   
God of power and might.  
Heaven and earth are full,   
Full of your glory,  
Hosanna, in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes,   
Comes in the name of our God.   
Hosanna, in the highest.  
Be with us here today, God,   
as we remember the meal which Jesus  shared with his friends.  
Let us remember the act of community,   
eating and drinking together, enjoying each others company,   
celebrating our uniqueness which becomes a oneness in food shared 
together.  
He took the bread and broke it,  
asking them to remember him  
through the symbol of the bread.  
And he took the wine and filled up  
a cup asking them to remember his new vision of God's love for us.  
God we offer to you this bread and cup,  
a symbol of our community together  
and a remembrance of the meal which Jesus shared.  
We praise you, we bless you,  
we give thanks to you, our God.  
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and what we do here,  
that we and these gifts,  
touched by your Spirit,  
may be signs of life and love  
to each other, and to all the world.  
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forever. 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Gord Dunbar, Gathering 2020 Drama 
File) 
We have eaten at your table, O Christ. Encourage us to remember what we 
have done together. Connect us by your blessing of transformation in this 
sacrament that we may see your face in the faces of others.  As you have 
fed us at table, feed our souls with your loving presence – always. Amen. 
 
Shalom 
 

Shalom to you my friend 

Shalom until we meet again 

The word “shalom” means peace, hello and good-bye 

so sing shalom, shalom   

 

Shalom to you my friend 

Shalom until we meet again 

The word “shalom” means peace, hello and good-bye 

so sing shalom, shalom   

 

When we join our hands across the lands 

we’ll hear neighbours and brothers, old friends and other 

singing shalom to you my friend, 

shalom until we meet again. 

 

Shalom to you my friend 



Shalom until we meet again 

The word “shalom” means peace, hello and good-bye 

so sing shalom, shalom   

so sing shalom, shalom   

Benediction: Go boldly into the world in the confidence that God goes with 
you, guiding your steps in paths of peace and healing. Bring the good news 
of God’s love to all you meet. Go in peace. AMEN. 

 

A New Blessing  

 

 
 
 
 
 


