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Exterior Elevated Elements Inspection Program (E3)

Exterior Elevated Elements Inspection
Program (E3)

Owners of multi-unit buildings with exterior elevated elements which are located
more than six feet above adjacent grade, such as decks or stairways, must hire
a licensed professional to perform a safety inspection and submit an Inspection
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Owners of buildings with three or more dwelling or sleeping units must hire a licensed professional to
inspect the building’s exterior elevated elements to ensure they are in a general safe condition and free
of deterioration that could pose a safety hazard. Complete the inspection and submit an Inspection
Certification (/sites/default/files/2022-02/Inspection-Certification.pdf) form by May 31, 2022, or submit
an Exemption Declaration (/sites/default/files/2022-02/Exemption-Declaration.pdf) if the requirement

does not apply to your property.

HAVE YOUR BUILDING INSPECTED AND SUBMIT AN INSPECTION
CERTIFICATION

If you own a building with three or more dwelling or sleeping units that has exterior elevated elements
which are located more than six feet above adjacent grade, you will need to comply with this program.
To comply, follow the steps below:

¢ Hire a licensed professional to perform an inspection

« Have your licensed professional fill out an Inspection Certification (/sites/default/files/2022-02/Inspection-
Certification.pdf)

¢ Submit the Certification by email, by postal mail or online

o By email: E3@berkeleyca.gov (mailto:E3@berkeleyca.gov)

o By mail:
Housing Code Enforcement
Exterior Elevated Elements Program
1947 Center Street, 3rd Floor
Berkeley, CA 94704

o Request to submit online

+ Complete Online Form Request (/sites/default/files/2022-04

[Request%20for%20DocuSign%20Envelope%2003-24-22.pdf)
* You will receive an email from Docusign within 72 hours with access instructions

* Access the property specific form, complete and submit

If the inspection found issues that need correcting, you may need to apply for a building permit (refer to

the permit requirements handout (/sites/default/files/documents
/148%20E3%20Permit%20Requirements.pdf) for details). Follow the steps and deadlines below:

e Apply for a permit to correct the issue within 60 days of submitting the certification.
« Complete all corrective work within 90 days of obtaining the permit.

o nfr ® Once work is complete, get a second inspection and submit a new Inspection Certification (/sites/default/files ..,
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THE REQUIREMENT APPLIES TO MULTI-UNIT RESIDENTIAL
BUILDINGS WITH EXTERIOR ELEVATED ELEMENTS

The requirement applies to all residential buildings with three or more sleeping or residential units. This

includes:

¢ Apartment houses, tenants in common and live/work units

Dormitories, fraternities, sororities, convents and monasteries

Hotels, motels and vacation timeshare properties

Boarding houses and congregate residences (transient with more than 10 occupants and non-transient with
more than 16 occupants)

Residential Assisted Living Facilities and Social Rehabilitation Residential Facilities
This requirement applies to all exterior elevated elements, which are defined as:

» weather-exposed (i.e., not interior)

extend beyond exterior walls

located more than six feet above adjacent grade

wood or steel framed (not concrete)

Examples of exterior elevated elements include elevated wood and metal decks, balconies, decks,
landings, stairway systems, walkways, guardrails, and handrails. Fire escapes are not included, since
they are inspected annually by the Fire Department.

3of6 1077072 1:20 PAA



Exterior Elevated Elements Inspection Program (E3) | City of Berkeley https://berkeleyca.gov/doing-business/operating-berkeley/landlords/e...

- ALL EXTERIOR ELEVATED ELEMENTS (E3)
[ = } OF WOOD-FRAMED AND STEEL-FRAMED
| EEEEET ICONSTRUCTION, SHOWN IN RED AND
BUILDING [ WITHIN DASHED AREAS, ARE SUBJECT
| ROOF INTERIOR = = = =" 70 THE URGENCY ORDINANCES.
DECK
CANTILEVERED
DECK
o= —m s e s ~.
_____ I 1
1 ROOF ! EXIT I \
|GUARD I peck | BALCONY 1
| — Tt 1 P= =] __EXTERIOR |
= EXIT STAIRS & 1
> = LANDINGS 1
F N BUILDING 1 EXTERIOR I
| 1 INTERIOR 1 EXIT
| GUARD f§l BALCONY 1 BALCONY w= I
| T e = I
““““ 1 k=3 GUARDS & 1
g ————— \ BUILDING 1 RAILS 1
- I INTERIOR 1 = - :
1 BALCONY I I | semm— S .
e 7 ¥ EXTERIOR N ASTERIR 1
1 DECK STAIRS i
SUPPORTING ~
BUILDING ELEMENTS | S 1
STAR INTERIOR I ~ " 1
LANDING 1 ~ I
G I
’ {
* STAIRS ST W T Py ey e Y
ey e ] o 'F.-‘i'::,
I S B as L i, B (hdlhn priigs SAlE i S ; o A
'- TR PRTTSTROE R 2 o et "

% EXTERIOR ELEVATED ELEMENTS THAT ARE
72" OR LESS ABOVE GRADE ARE EXEMPT.

If the requirement does not apply to you because of the building type or because your building does not
have exterior elevated elements, fill out and submit an Exemption Declaration (/sites/default/files
/2022-02/Exemption-Declaration.pdf) form.

Answers to questions about this program can be found under Frequently Asked Questions (/sites
/default/files/2022-02/E3-FAQs.pdf).

HIRE A LICENSED PROFESSIONAL TO INSPECT THE EXTERIOR
ELEVATED ELEMENTS

To comply with the requirement, hire a licensed professional to perform the inspection and fill out an
inspection certification form.

The City of Berkeley cannot provide recommendations for licensed professionals, but the Directory of
Licensed Professionals (https://www.bpoa.org/news/e3-directory-of-licensed-professionals) provided

by the Berkeley Property Owners Association may be a helpful resource. Licensed professionals include
the categories below, with current licensure in California:

Licensed general contractors (http:/www.cslb.ca.gov/)

Licensed structural pest control operators (http://www.pestboard.ca.gov/)

Licensed architects (http://www.cab.ca.gov/)

Licensed civil engineers and licensed structural engineers (http://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/)
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Inspection-Guidelines.pdf) to check that exterior elevated elements are in general safe condition,
adequate working order, and do not exhibit signs of deterioration, decay, corrosion, or similar damage
that could pose a safety concern and there is no evidence of active water intrusion in concealed spaces

of the inspected elements.

GET A RE-INSPECTION EVERY SIX YEARS

Properties with exterior elevated elements are required to submit an inspection certification form
verifying the property is in compliance by May 31, 2022 and every six years thereafter.
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