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Greetings from Gabby!   

Hi Everyone!! 

John Howland and I are anxiously watching for Pastor Erica’s return!   

We know you are looking forward to having her back too! 

At first, it was fun monkeying around in her absence. 

But soon, we grew weary of all play and no work… 

So…we went to work making her a poster.  We hope that she will like it! 

 

  

Your friends~ 

Gabby and John Howland  

 

 

Erica Extemporaneous-will return in September! 

Stay Tuned!   

 

This is a huge slice of gratitude to each of the Elders who stepped up in July to create and present 
a successful and meaningful worship service for us every week.  Also, this is in appreciation to the 
members of the congregation who participated in and supported their efforts.  July was a rare 
and welcome blessing.  We are truly a community church! 

Thank you,  Tom Hitmar, Chair of the Elders. 
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Diaconate and Elders’ Schedules – August 2026 
 

Date Elder Diaconate 
Sanctuary 

(All Month) 

Diaconate 
Kitchen 

(All Month) 
August 2 Alan Purdum Barry Dunaway –  

Captain 
Sanctuary 

Diane Hughes 
August 9 

 
Kathy Purdum Leanna Dunaway 

 
 

August 16 Tom Hitmar Gary Arblaster JHR 
Dawn Adgate 

August 23 Katy Kell Preston Thigpen 
 

 
 

August 30 Gretchen Hrusovsky Bryson Thigpen 
 

 
 

                              

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectionary for August 2026 
 

August 2, 2026  
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 
Romans 9:1-5 
Matthew 14:13-21 
  
August 9, 2026  
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33 
 

August 16, 2026  
Genesis 45:1-15 
Psalm 133 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15:21-28 
 

August 23, 2026  
Exodus 1:8-2:10  
Psalm 124 
Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 
 

August 30, 2026  
Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b 
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 
 
 

 

 

Aftershave 

Beer 

Belt 

Book 

Card 

Chocolate 

Compass 

Cuff Links 

Golf Balls 

Grilling Tools 

Hat 

Keyring 

Mouse Pad 

Mug 

Pen 

Pocket Knife 

Power Tools 

Razor 

Slippers 

Socks 

Tie 

Wallet 

Watch 
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Congratulation 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Bickerstaff 

Preston  Thigpen 

This year’s recipients of the Herman and Jane Crum Scholarship! 

 

        

 

Operating Fund Update 
   June Activity YTD Balance Budget YTD 

Income $17,153.76 $130,906.39 $132,970.00 

Expenses $18,437.87 $141,411.56 $133,476.00 

Difference -$1,284.11 -$10,505.17 -$506.00 
 

 

 

                      

   Thanks for your donations of the plastic grocery bags!  Please continue to save them and 

bring them into church!  Our August pantry is scheduled for Friday, the 21st from 3-5 pm. 

   On Thursday morning, August 20th, we expect to have a large truck delivery of foodstuffs 

(exact timing still to be determined).  Volunteers for both Thursday’s unload and Friday’s 

pantry are needed and much appreciated!  If able, please consider volunteering a few hours.   

   Thank you for your continued support!              ~Linda Hitmar                                                    

 
CLIENT CHOICE 

FOOD PANTRY 
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August 2026 - HCC Calendar  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
Learning 
Center GAB 
Sale 9am-3pm 

1 pm NA (NH) 
6 pm AA (NH)

2 
10 am Worship 

3 4 5 
1 pm Women’s 
Group (JHR) 

6 7 8 

1 pm NA (NH) 
6 pm AA (NH) 

9 
10 am Worship- 
Noisy Coin 
Offering 

10 

7 pm Elders  
7 pm Boy Scouts 

(NH) 

11 12 
1 pm Women’s 
Group (JHR) 

13 

7 pm Game Night 
        (JHR) 

6-8 pm Girl Scouts 
(NH) 

14 15 

1 pm NA (NH) 
6 pm AA (NH) 

16 
10 am Worship 

17 

6:30 pm  Finance 
7 pm Official 
Board 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

(NH) 

18 19 
1 pm Women’s 
Group (JHR) 

20 21 
3-5 PM Client 
Choice Food
Pantry

22 

 1 pm NA (NH) 
6 pm AA (NH) 

23 
10 am Worship 

24 

7 pm Boy Scouts 
(NH) 

25 26 
1 pm Women’s 
Group (JHR) 

27 

7 pm Game Night 
        (JHR) 

6-8 pm Girl Scouts 
(NH) 

28 29 
11 am – 12:30 pm 
Free Fellowship 
Meal (SH) 

1 pm NA (NH) 
6 pm AA (NH)

30 
10 am Worship 

31 

7 pm Boy Scouts 
(NH)
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  ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 

Reverend Erica L. Brown, Senior Minister 
Andrew Purdum, Director of Music 
Rebecca Shelton, Organist 
Minta Pitts, Custodian 
Diane Andrews, Office Coordinator 
Alan Purdum, Chair of the Congregation 
Sarah Sanders, Vice-Chair of the Congregation 

The Community Messenger is the monthly newsletter of the Howland Community Church 
(affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the United Church of Christ, and the 
International Council of Community Churches).  Our church is “A House of Prayer for All 
People.”  We offer Sunday School for children and a fellowship gathering after Worship.  
Communion is served every Sunday.    

Office Hours:   
Monday – Thursday 
 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

HOWLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH 
198 Niles Cortland Rd. S.E. 
Warren, Ohio  44484  

WE’RE ON THE WEB:  
HOWLANDCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG 

E-mail:   hccced@gmail.com
Phone:  330-856-3628
Fax:  330-856-4496

Non-Profit Org. 
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