

https://triedstoneministries.org/

MAY, 2024 ISSUE 10

COPYRIGHT DISCLAIMER UNDER SECTION 107 OF THE
COPYRIGHT ACT 1976
Copyright Disclaimer Under Section 107 of the Copyright
Act 1976, allowance is made for "fair use" for purposes
such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching,
scholarship, and research. Fair use is a use permitted by
copyright statute that might otherwise be infringing. Non-
profit, educational or personal use tips the balance in
favor of fair use.

“Brian, | would like to speak to you a moment”, the Pastor said as | was greeting and being greeted by
church members one Sabbath morning near the church foyer. “Sure” | said as | was attempting to read his pensive
face. “l have heard that you spoke for over an hour and gave long quotes from Sister White’s writings”, he said in a
serious tone. | was somewhat taken aback and did not give an answer as he continued “You do not say anything
wrong; | have heard you speak and have no complaints about the content, but we can’t have lengthy sermons, and
we can only use Sister White’s writings for short quotes. We do not want people to think we are in a cult.” Silently |
received the counsel from the Pastor. | thanked him and took my seat. As | sat in stunned silence these verses came
to mind:

Isaiah 30:8-13

1 Samuel 8:7

Over several years | had been a regular speaker, covering present truth topics like dress reform, health reform,
diet, country living and herbal remedies. Not only that, but | was blessed to present a 7-part series called ‘Snow
Cones, Tentacles and Elephants” an exposé on the rise of the “Luciferian Order”. But now, the prevailing elements
who reject such counsels had finally won out and the voice of present truth was to be silenced. Before this, | had
spent quite some time updating the 7-part series and it became 9 parts. At the request of some other members, |
was preparing to relaunch that series via Zoom and make it available online. My wife compiled a nice flyer, and we
asked if it could be passed out with the bulletin. Happily, we announced the series and were gearing up for a fresh
look at current events in light of Bible prophecy. But those same elements, who reject such things, won out for the
first time. | was not allowed to promote or discuss the series in the very church that hosted it only a couple years
previous. Now that same sentiment was allowed to bear sway and | was being told to self-censor, for the sake of
church reputation.

These events have caused me to consider, what is the role of the church (John 4:22)? Are we supposed to
keep our heads down because the truth may step on the toes of those who are, as it were “at ease” (Matthew
13:21)? Are we supposed to tailor our messages to conform to the World Council of Churches (Isaiah 8:12)? Don’t we
have a special message for this time? Aren’t we supposed to be a “peculiar” people (1 Peter 2:9)?

{9T 19.1-2}


https://www.bitchute.com/channel/OfmbZG7Mp8Qy/
https://www.bitchute.com/channel/OfmbZG7Mp8Qy/

== L /
s
L Lplddldd iy

What Christ’s church /s and what it should be are in a juxtaposition. Let us
consider what the counsel says we should be speaking:
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Here it’s clearly stated that the prophetic gift (which is a defining { aVa e
feature of God’s remnant people, Revelation 14:12) is not just for the church N BA 7w

but the WORLD! Listen to the counsel given to Ezekiel: . i |
Ezekiel 33:1-9

Topmiels

Was Ezekiel a prophet? Yes. Was he told to give warning to the children
of Israel that Babylon was coming? Yes. Why would we think anything different
when we are told that “Babylon is fallen” is part and parcel our message of
warning to the world?

Amos 3:6,7

The above oft-quoted verse is not just validation of prophecy but also
the purpose of prophecy! Blow the trumpet, and call attention to current
events and the bearing they have on the world. Make it plain what the
prophecies mean that people may be prepared (1 Corinthians 14:20).

Jeremiah 51:12

Is not even Babylon itself to be warned? How do we warn the people
when we are not allowed to speak about the very truths that would set people
free?
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Truths that were once worth dying for are now a source of shame and
contempt among God’s people. Can we really call ourselves God’s people when
we only embrace the softer topics and disregard the justice of God?

Hebrews 5:11-14

What good is knowing the prophecies and their fulfillment if we are not
allowed to speak about them? Consider what Inspired Pen writes here:

Satan’s plan is to keep people asleep and ignorant. Be on guard when
we are told not to speak, this is no different than the time of the Apostles
when they were forbidden to preach is Jesus’s name (Acts 4:18). We are
entering uncharted waters as we near the end of the world. We must pay
special attention to the instruction now like never before.

Joshua 3:3,4

The whole world will soon fall under the seductive influence of Satan.
We should be prepared in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:1,2), to
speak the words of life to a dying race.

Revelation 13:3

Daniel 11:43

~ and his What is the 3 Angel's message? Is it not a warning to the world, is

i . . : 5
B fhr that not the very principal of love which Jesus taught us?

Revelation 18:1-4
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“Think not that | am come to send peace on earth: | came not to send peace, but a sword. For | am come to set a
man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother

in law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”

“We are to be consecrated channels, through which the heavenly life is to flow to others. The Holy Spirit is to
animate and pervade the whole church, purifying and cementing hearts. Those who have been buried with Christ in
baptism are to rise to newness of life, giving a living representation of the life of Christ Upon us is laid a sacred

charge. The commission has been given us: ‘Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have
commanded you: and, lo, | am with you always even unto the end of the world.,” Matthew 28:19, 20, margin. You are
dedicated to the work of making known the gospel of salvation. Heaven's perfection is to be your power.” {9T 20.2}

A Note from the Editor

Hello Friends!

Remember the days of writing assignments and book reports? Maybe not the fondest memories for some, but
what if God could use a homework assignment to give insight on the events of the last days? Sometime in the
1980’s or 90’s | was given the opportunity to hear the story ‘Now/” by Merikay McLeod. Written in 1963 as a
homework assignment based on the “The Great Controversy”, Merikay and her class were asked to write a story
framed in the context of last day events, placing themselves in the events foretold. The five-page writing assignment
turned into a 44-page short story and was published in 1965, by Pacific Press Publishing Association. | would like to
share the sample portion with you and a link where you can download the Kindle version for yourself.

NOW!
5Ot|1 ﬁd‘lﬂmty Ediﬁﬂl'l The original story

Including a special
s50th anniversary
backstory session with the author

I Merikay McLeod
OW @I Pacific Press®
Publishing Association

,‘ ampa. h::;-';:.‘m-r, O s

‘Whether provided to you with or without Digital Rights Management software

({DRM) applied, this e-book is for your personal use only. You may not distribute
this e-book to others, post this e-book online, or make this e-book publicly avail-
able in any way. To do so is dishonest and constitutes theft of copyrighted mate-
rial. Copyright infringement is against the law.

If you believe the copy of this e-book you are reading infringes on the
publisher's and authors’ copyright, please notify the publisher
at: www.pacificpress.com/piracy.

Cover design by Aaron Troia
Originally published in 1965.

The author assumes full responsibility for the accuracy of all facts and quota-
tions as cited in this book.

Heritage Project

This eBook is part of the Pacific Press® Heritage Project, a plan to re-publish clas-

Mhy W sic books from our historical archives and to make valuable books available once

more. The content of this eBook is presented as it was originally published and
should be read with its original publication date in mind.

Copyright © 2014 Edition by Pacific Press® Publishing Association
Printed in the United States of America
All rights reserved

ISBMN:978-0-8163-5703-1 0-8163-5703-X
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The original story

By Merikay McLeod

“UN troops are moving inte Iraq. The new government which
the UN set up there collapsed today after a month of uprisings
and riots. The troops are being sent in to bring peace to the small
country, put down any further uprisings, and re-establish the
democratic government."

“The president, along with government leaders of England,
France, and Russia, signed a peace pact today at Moscow. It is the
first time in the history of the world that so many government
leaders have agreed completely to a peace document. They all ex-
pressed hope that China will soon join in signing the pact, which
they believe may well be a step to international peace and good
wrill.”

“The Supreme Court today finally approved the much-debated
MNational Sunday-Sabbath Bill. The bill declares Sunday the one
and only day on which all Americans are to worship. Senators
Blane (R-Mebraska) and Joseph (D-Maine), who violently opposed
it with long, emotional debates last week in the Senate, swayed
the wote slightly, but not nearly enough to defeat the bill.
Politicians, educators, and religious leaders alike have been push-
ing the bill for some time, and the majority is quite pleased with
its passage. A minority is still skeptical, but it is universally ac-
cepted that this bill will prove to be the answer to many of our
national and international problems. The president expressed
his approwval of the bill, and during his peace talks in Moscow, en-
couraged other world leaders to pursue similar courses in their
countries.”

“And now for a look at the local scene. In Kalamazoo this week

L
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“The Supreme Court today finally approved the much-debated National Sunday-Sabbath Bill...”

Click.

The dial felt very cold as my hot, wet hand turned it, stopping the TV
announcer's voice. I walked over to the window and locked out. As 1
stared at the bright sky, I kept hearing the words Elder Brown had spo-
ken in Bible Doctrines class only a few weeks before: “The National
Sunday Law is the sign for Christians to move out of the cities.”

At the time I had agreed that this was a very good idea. In my mind 1
had figured out exactly where I would go and how I would get there. But
I must not have really believed it would come, for now I seemed to be in
a collapsed balloon with everything pressing in around me.

I could see all those many, many charts Elder Brown had drawn, day
after day, on the board, showing the events of the time of the end. There
were two marks that were very close together—the National Sunday
Law and the close of probation. Suddenly it hit me that I had only a very
short time left in which to become perfect.

A National Sunday Law? It seemed like a dream. Even though I had
read about it and knew in my heart that it was coming, I just couldn't
beliewve that it was here ... now.

“Merikay, set the table.” Mother's words brought me to the realization
that this wasn't a dream. I'd never dreamed of setting the table. Who'd
want to?

Troubled, 1 placed the glasses, plates, and silver where they went,
where they'd always gone ever since Beth, my little sister, was big
enough to eat at the table. I wondered how much longer I'd be setting
this table. I wondered if I was ready for the close of probation.

It seemed so unreal, I couldn't believe it. And vet I knew it had hap-
pened. I knew the Sunday Law had passed; [ had heard the newscaster
say it, but I just couldn't believe that it had happened.

In tense guietness I ate supper. [ waited, wishing someone would
mention the passage of the bill, but everything went as it always did.
Dad sat, eating his steak and saying nothing but derogatory remarks to-
ward Pat, my younger brother. Beth left the table many times. First for a
glass of water, then for some salt, then for chocolate for her milk, and
then to let the cat in the house. That was the way it went nearly every
night. She would hop up and down from the table, getting a dozen and
one things which she needed.

Finally, unable to keep still any longer, I said, “You know the Supreme
Court okayed that Sunday Law today?"

“Nol" Pat gasped. “Really?”
I nodded solemnly.

“The time of the end is near”

Mother said, as she often did when
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something horrid had happened. “We can see it all around us.”

Dad didn't say anything, as usual, and Beth got up to put out the cat.

During Bible Doctrines class, I had planned the conversation that
would pass among our family when the crucial moment arrived, but no
one said what they were supposed to. Mother was supposed to say,
“well, I guess we'll just have to mowve out of the city.” Dad, even though
he was never particularly interested in religion, was supposed to be sud-
denly convicted and agree to go.

But since no one said anything else, I decided to lead out even though
that wasn't the way I'd planned it back in Bible class.

“You know what Mrs. White says about the Mational Sunday Law."
Oh, no! There was that look on Mom's face. I knew whatever I said
would hawve no effect. Lately, every time I tried to tell her something, she
got the idea that I thought I was better than she was and that T was try-
ing to preach to her. She had all but said that I was a fanatic. Every time
she got that look on her face, she did nothing but criticize and pull apart
anything I said.

“Mo, what does Mrs. White say?"” she replied with a sigh of here-we-
go-again.

Trying not to notice the very apparent lack of interest and even dis-
gust, I replied, “She says we should mowve out of the cities, for the close
of probation is very near.”

“Where are we supposed to go?” Pat asked, all ears.

“Into the country or wilderness somewhere." I was happy that at least
he was interested.

“Tust tell me, little Miss Holy-joe, exactly where are you going to find
any wilderness around here?” Mother’s cold words surprised me. She
wasn't supposed to be like this at all. She was supposed to agree with me
and begin preparations for moving. Her reaction was so different from
that which I'd planned that I was completely befuddled for a moment
and didn't know exactly what to say.

“Look up north,” Pat came quickly to my help. “There are huge forests
where no one would find us for weeks.”

Pat and I looked at each other. I never realized how interested he was
in religious things. He had always seemed so careless and kiddish. But in
that brief glance, I could see that he was very interested.

The conwversation stopped, for Mom's and Dad's celd, indifferent,
doubting silence gave us no wish to continue the discussion.

Things are all wrong, I thought later as I lay on my bed. Nothing is hap-
pening like it's supposed to. I didn't even plan for Pat to get interested so
soon. And Mom . .. 1didn’t even think the rest, for I knew now that she

was not interested.

The week passed with many discussions about moving, and soon it
was Sabbath. I could hardly wait for church. Mother had promised that
if Elder Jenkins, our minister, and his family were moving, Pat and 1
could go with them. It seemed to me that she wanted us to leave, and
yet she didn't want to really let us go.

At church things went along pretty well. Elder Jenkins had a stirring
message on the Sunday Law, the close of probation, and how we should
move out of the cities. Everyone agreed with him. People cried and gave
hearty amens. Now things were happening.

But later, as I walked out of church, I noticed that the people were
laughing and joking together just like every other Sabbath. Some were
talking about the new addition they were putting on their house or the
new television they had purchased.

Pat and I went over to the Jenkins's for dinner after the service. I was
so excited about moving with them, but still T was scared to ask.

After we had eaten and were talking in the living room, I finally said,
“When are you moving?"

There was silence as Elder Jenkins thoughtfully stared at his feet. I
was used to this silence, for during all the many times I'd talked to him I
had noticed how he was very cautious and thoughtful in answering my
questions. “Well . . " I waited, my eyes fixed on his face. His mouth drew
together as he sucked in a short breath of air. I waited. He looked up at
me. “I don’t really know, Merikay."

“0h," I said a little weakly and stared at the floor.

There it was. Everything had backfired! My whole world collapsed,
and I felt my heart sink. I felt sick, dizzy, like I wanted to die. Oh, why
was I ever born? First my mother and now Elder Jenkins. Elder Jenkins,
the person I had considered more like Christ than any other, the man I
had looked to for guidance and confided my troubles to. The one who
had instructed me to live as close as possible to the pattern Jesus had set

ind then to trust Christ to make up the difference. This wonderful man
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Thank you all for your prayerful support! We are blessed to continue to present items of relevance during
these times of difficulty. The world needs the message of the Good News now more than ever! | pray that we stay
diligent and vigilant, to make your calling and election sure! God bless each of youl

Your brother in Christ,

Brian Nichols
Brian@TriedStoneMinistries.org
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