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Deuteronomy 14:22-25 

“Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year. And thou shalt eat before 

the LORD thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of 

thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the LORD thy God always. And 

if the way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the place be too far from thee, which the LORD 

thy God shall choose to set his name there, when the LORD thy God hath blessed thee: Then shalt thou turn it into 

money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God shall choose:” 

The verse quoted above is not often repeated when it comes to tithe. It is the Lord that determines where our tithe is to be 

returned. He has workmen all over the world who are supported by the means in the Lord’s treasury. But who is the treasury, who has 

the priviledge to receive tithe, and who does not? We will be tackling this subject in this edition of Tried Stone Ministries 

Newsletter. As a matter of principle it is required to give a loving 10th of our increase back to the Lord as recognition of our 

dependence upon God, and His mercies in preserving us. We often hear: 

Malachi 3:10 

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the 

LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 

enough to receive it 

 This is a conditional promise. Lets read the previous verses: 

Malachi 3:1-9 

“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly 

come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of 

hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, 

and like fullers' soap: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge 

them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of 

Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. And I will come near to 

you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false 

swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the 

stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of 

Jacob are not consumed. Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept 

them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return? Will a 

man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed 

with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.” 

 There was apostacy in the leadership of the Levites, the sacrifices had lost their solemn meaning, and the nation of Israel no 

longer sought heartily to return their portion to the Lord. Perhaps many had lost faith in the formal rounds of ceremony and they were 

only returning tithe out of a legal requirement. Or perhaps the means were being squandered or inappropriately used. It was necessary 

for a full return of heart service to the Lord, by the entire nation to remove the curse. Could this be our situation today?  



  We will dissect this study into three portions, 1. Channels to Receive Tithe, 2. Those Who Should Be Supported by Tithe, 3. Who 

Should Not Be Supported by Tithe  

“We are not to look upon the property we are handling as our own, with which we may do as we please. It is the Lord's, 

to be administered in accordance with His prescribed plans.4The Review and Herald Supplement, June 21, 1898. 

God wants all His stewards to be exact in following divine arrangements. They are not to offset the Lord's plans with 

some deed of charity, some gift, or some offering, done or given when and how they, the human agents, shall see fit. God 

has made His plan known, and all who cooperate with Him will carry out His plan instead of daring to attempt to 

improve on it by their own arrangements.... God will honor them and work in their behalf, for we have His pledged word 

that He will open the windows of heaven and pour us out a blessing such as there will not be room enough to receive. 

It is a very poor policy for men to seek to improve on God's plan and invent a makeshift, averaging up their good 

impulses in this and that instance and offsetting them against all that is required by God.... We are to strike true and 

faithful figures in tithing, and then say to the Lord, I have done as Thou hast commanded me. If Thou wilt honor me by 

trusting me with Thy goods to trade upon, I will, by Thy grace, be a faithful steward, doing all in my power to bring 

meat to Thy house.... 

Men who have large responsibilities are to be sure that they are not robbing God in any jots or tittles, when so much is 

involved, as is so plainly stated in Malachi. Here we are told that a blessing is given for a faithful disposition of the 

tithes, and a curse for the covetous retention of the money which should flow into the treasury. Then ought we not to be 

sure to work on the safe side, so dealing with God in handling the property lent us on trust that no shadow of reproach 

shall fall upon us? ... I need not ask, Will not God bless those who are faithful? We have His pledged word.5Ibid.” 
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TITHE TO GO TO THE ADVANCING OF THE 

3RD ANGEL’S MESSAGE 

“Among the people of God there is to be 

cooperation but not confederacy. The work is not 

to be bound about by bonds, limitations, or 

restrictions. Christian unity is not Free Masonry. 

The love of Christ is the golden chain which is to 

bind us to one another and to God. 

Our offerings are not to be entrusted to any one 

person. We are to make no one man our steward. 

The third angels’ message is to go to all parts of 

the world, and we are not to help in the creation of 

any interests which will absorb God’s money in a 

work which has in it much which belongs not to 

the work for this time. 

There is a power in the truth. When allowed to 

operate under favorable conditions, the gospel will 

gather a harvest of souls. Every truly converted 

man, firmly established in the truth, is a light 

bearer to the world; for Christ shines through him. 

He shines in a world enshrouded in moral 

darkness. A few truly converted souls are of 

infinitely more value than a large number who are 

unconverted, dead in trespasses and sins.” Kress 

Collection 120.3 

TITHE DOES NOT HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE 

CONFERENCE   

“The Lord has blessed the work that J.E. White has 

tried to do in The South. God grant that the voices 

which have been so quickly raised to say that all the 

money invested in the work must go through the 

appointed channel at Battle Creek, shall not be 

heard. The people to whom God has given his means 

are amenable to him alone. It is their privilege to 

give direct aid and assistance to missions. It is 

because of the misappropriation of means that the 

Southern field has no better showing than it has 

today.” SpM 176.7 

TITHE DOES NOT HAVE TO GO THROUGH 

THE CONFERENCE   

“The matter was laid before me, which I was 

trying to present before the brethren. There is 

altogether too much responsibility imparted to a 

few men in Battle Creek, and these men need the 

transforming power of the Holy Spirit, else they 

will lead God’s heritage in false paths. The 

conferences are watching every move made at the 

center of the work. The different conferences have 

been led to look to the leading men at Battle 

Creek, feeling that no important move can be 

made without their approval. This tendency has 

been growing stronger, until it is a serious 

hindrance to the advancement of the work. This 

arrangement should never have been. The Lord 

would have His people under His jurisdiction. 

They should look to God, inquiring of Him in 

faith, and follow on to know the working of His 

providence. 

The arrangement that all moneys must go 

through Battle Creek and under the control of the 

few men in that place is a wrong way of 

managing. There are altogether too many weighty 

responsibilities given to a few men, and some do 

not make God their counselor.” TM 321.1-.2 

TITHE CAN BE TO MINISTER IN YOUR 

LOCATION 

“You ask if I will accept tithe from you and use it in 

the cause of God where most needed. In reply, I will 

say that I shall not refuse to do this, but at the same 

time I will tell you that there is a better way. 

It is better to put confidence in the ministers of the 

conference where you live, and in the officers of the 

church where you worship. Draw nigh to your 

brethren. Love them with a true heart fervently, 

and encourage them to bear their responsibilities in 

the fear of God. “Be thou an example of the 

believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in 

spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12).” Letter 

96, 1911, p. 1. (To Mrs. J. J. Gravelle, December 29, 

1911.) 1MR 196.2-.3 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

Every man according as he purposeth in his 

heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 

necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

Proverbs 3:9 

Honour the LORD with thy substance, and 

with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 



THE TITHE IS NOT TO GO THROUGH ONE ORGANIZATION OR ONE CHANNEL 

“The Lord works through various agencies. If there are those who desire to step into new fields and take up new lines of labor, encourage them to do so. Seventh-day 

Adventists are doing a great and good work; let no man’s hand be raised to hinder his brother. Those who have had experience in the work of God should be 

encouraged to follow the guidance and counsel of the Lord.  

Do not worry lest some means shall go direct to those who are trying to do missionary work in a quiet and effective way. All the means is not to be handled by one 

agency or organization. There is much business to be done conscientiously for the cause of God. Help is to be sought from every possible source. There are men who 

can do the work of securing means for the cause, and when these are acting conscientiously and in harmony with the counsels of their fellow-laborers in the field 

which they represent, the hand of restraint is not to be laid upon them. They are surely laborers together with Him who gave his life for the salvation of souls.” 

 SpM 421.7 

TITHE SHOULD GO TO “MINISTERS” ONLY 

 

“The tithe is to be used for one purpose,—to sustain the ministers whom the Lord has appointed to do His work. It is to be used to support those who speak the 

words of life to the people, and carry the burden of the flock of God....” 1MR 188.2 

MEDICAL MISSIONARIES 

The Value of Medical Work 

“Some utterly fail to realize the importance of 

missionaries’ being also medical missionaries. A 

gospel minister will be twice as successful in his 

work if he understands how to treat disease. 

Continually increasing light has been given me on 

this subject. Some, who do not see the advantage 

of educating the youth to be physicians both of 

the mind and of the body, say that the tithe 

should not be used to support medical 

missionaries, who devote their time to treating the 

sick. In response to such statements as these, I am 

instructed to say that the mind must not become 

so narrowed down that it cannot take in the truth 

of the situation. A minister of the gospel who is 

also a medical missionary, who can cure physical 

ailments, is a much more efficient worker than one 

who cannot do this. His work as a minister of the 

gospel is much more complete....”  

Medical Missionary 245.3 

 

THOROUGH BIBLE TEACHERS IN OUR 

SCHOOLS     

 

“It should be the aim of our schools to provide the 

best instruction and training for Bible workers. 

Our conferences should see that the schools are 

provided with teachers who are thorough Bible 

teachers, and who have a deep Christian 

experience. The best ministerial talent should be 

brought into our schools, and the salaries of these 

teachers should be paid from the tithe.  

At the same time the churches have a part to act. 

They should see that those who ought to receive 

its benefits attend the school. They should assist 

worthy persons who have not the means to obtain 

an education.” General Conference Daily Bulletin 

February 17, 1899 

THOROUGH BIBLE TEACHERS IN OUR 

SCHOOLS     

 

“The best ministerial talent should be employed in 

teaching the Bible in our schools. Those selected 

for this work need to be thorough Bible students 

and to have a deep Christian experience, and 

their salary should be paid from the tithe. God 

designs that all our institutions shall become 

instrumentalities for educating and developing 

workers of whom He will not be ashamed, workers 

who can be sent out as well-qualified missionaries 

to do service for the Master; but this object has 

not been kept in view. In many respects we are far 

behind in this work, and the Lord requires that a 

zeal be shown in it infinitely greater than has 

hitherto been manifested. He has called us out 

from the world that we may be witnesses for His 

truth, and all through our ranks young men and 

women should be trained for positions of 

usefulness and influence.” 6T 135 

MINISTERS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

 

“And if there is a surplus of means in the treasury, 

there are many places where it may be used 

strictly in the appointed lines. In many 

places the dearth of means is so great that the 

workers cannot be  employed to do missionary 

work. Every dollar of the money put 

into the treasury is not needed in _____. Let the 

Lord’s money be donated to support the ministers 

in foreign countries where they are working to lift 

the standard in new fields. This is God’s money, 

and He designs that it shall be used in sustaining 

the ministry, in educating a people to prepare to 

meet their God....” 1MR 190 

FAMILIES OF THE MOST NEEDY MINISTER   

 

“I send this matter to you so that you shall not 

make a mistake. Circumstances alter cases. I 

would not advise that any should make a practice 

of gathering up tithe money. But for years there 

have now and then been persons who have lost 

confidence in the appropriation of the tithe who 

have placed their tithe in my hands, and said that 

if I did not take it they would themselves 

appropriate it to the families of the most needy 

minister they could find. I have taken the money, 

given a receipt for it, and told them how it was 

appropriated.”   SpM 215.6* SEE APPENDIX 

MINISTERS WHO HAVE FAMILIES TO TAKE 

CARE OF   

 

“It has been presented to me for years that my 

tithe was to be appropriated by myself to aid the 

white and colored ministers who were neglected 

and did not receive sufficient properly to support 

their families. When my attention was called to 

aged ministers, white or black, it was my special 

duty to investigate into their necessities and 

supply their needs. This was to be my special 

work, and I have done this in a number of cases. 

No man should give notoriety to the fact 

that in special cases the tithe is used in that way.” 

SpM 215.2 



THE MOST NEEDY CASES (MINISTERS) 

 

“I have myself appropriated my tithe to the most 

needy cases brought to my notice. I have been 

instructed to do this; and as the money is not 

withheld from the Lord’s treasury, it is not a 

matter that should be commented upon; for it will 

necessitate my making known these matters, which 

I do not desire to do, because it is not 

best. 

Some cases have been kept before me for years, and 

I have supplied their needs from the tithe, as God 

has instructed me to do. And if any person shall say 

to me, Sister White, will you appropriate 

my tithe where you know it is most needed, I shall 

say, Yes, I will; and I have done so. I commend 

those sisters who have placed their tithe where it is 

most needed to help to do a work that is being left 

undone; and if this matter is given publicity, it will 

create knowledge which would better be left as it is. 

I do not care to give publicity to this work which 

the Lord has appointed me to do, and others to 

do.” SpM 215.4-5 

WIVES OF MINISTERS WHO WORK JUST AS HARD 

AS THEIR HUSBANDS IN SAVING SOULS 

 

Women to Receive Wages for Their Work 

“There are ministers’ wives—Sisters Starr, Haskell, 

Wilson, and Robinson—who have been devoted, earnest, 

whole-souled workers, giving Bible readings and praying 

with families, helping along by personal efforts just as 

successfully as their husbands. These women give their 

whole time, and are told that they receive nothing for 

their labors because their husbands receive wages. I tell 

them to go forward and all such decisions will be revised. 

The Word says, “The labourer is worthy of his hire.” 

Luke 10:7. When any such decision as this is made, I will, 

in the name of the Lord, protest. I will feel it my duty to 

create a fund from my tithe money to pay these women 

who are accomplishing just as essential work as the 

ministers are doing, and this tithe I will reserve for work 

in the same line as that of the ministers, hunting for souls, 

fishing for souls. I know that the faithful women should 

be paid wages as it is considered proportionate to the pay 

received by ministers. They carry the burden of souls and 

should not be treated unjustly. These sisters are giving 

their time to educating those newly come to the faith and 

hire their own work done and pay those who work for 

them. All these things must be adjusted and set in order 

and justice be done to all. Proofreaders in the office 

receive their wages; those who are working at housework 

receive their wages, two dollars and a half and three 

dollars a week. This I have had to pay and others have to 

pay. But ministers’ wives, who carry a tremendous 

responsibility, devoting their entire time, have nothing 

for their labor.”—Manuscript Releases 12:160 (1898). DG 

106.1-2 

THE MOST NEEDY AND MOST 

DISCOURAGING FIELD IN THE WORLD 

 

“My brother, I wish to say to you, Be careful 

how you move. You are not moving wisely. The 

least you have to speak about the tithe that has 

been appropriated to the most needy and the 

most discouraging field in the world, the more 

sensible you will be.”  SpM 215.1 

THOSE WHO DO FOLLOW UP AFTER CAMP 

MEETINGS IN GIVING BIBLE 

READINGS/TRAINED MISSIONARY WORKERS  

 

“After the camp-meeting is over, ministers should 

be left to follow up the work, with those who can be 

educated to give Bible readings and trained as 

missionary workers. This work requires a treasury 

enriched by the tithe and by gifts and offerings.” 

Battle Creek Letters 17.3 

WORKERS IN DESTITUTE FIELDS 

 

“In some of the larger conferences the tithe 

may be more than sufficient to sustain the 

laborers now in the field. But this does not 

sanction its use for any other purpose. If the 

conferences were doing the work that God 

desires them to do, there would be many more 

laborers in the field, and the demand for funds 

would be greatly increased. The conferences 

should feel a burden for the regions beyond 

their own borders. There are missions to be 

sustained in fields where there are no churches 

and no tithes, and also where the believers are 

new and the tithe limited. If you have means 

that is not needed after settling with your 

ministers in a liberal manner, send the Lord's 

money to these destitute places. Special light on 

this point has been given. I was listening to the 

voice of a heavenly Messenger, and the 

directions given were that the churches that 

had buildings and facilities should in this way 

assist the missions in foreign countries.”—

Manuscript 139, 1898, 26. (An Appeal for 

Missions, October 21, 1898.) 1MR 183.3 

THOSE WHO ARE LOWERING THE STANDARD 

OF CHRISTIANITY 

 

“It would be poor policy to support from the 

treasury of God those who really mar and injure 

His work, and who are constantly lowering the 

standard of Christianity…Unless the laborer in 

God’s cause can gain the confidence of those for 

whom he is laboring, he can do but little good…. 

“3T 553.2 & 3 

TITHE NOT TO BE PAID TO FEEBLE WORKERS 

WHO DON’T DO A GREAT WORK 

 

“Those who give themselves to the ministry of the 

Word of God enter a most important work. The 

gospel ministry is a high and sacred calling. 

Properly done, the work of the gospel minister will 

add many souls to the fold. Many have made a 

mistake in receiving credentials. They will have to 

take up work to which they are better adapted 

than the preaching of the Word. They are being 

paid from the tithe, but their efforts are feeble, and 

they should not continue to be paid from the tithe. 

In many ways the ministry is losing its sacred 

character.” 17MR 305.1 

THOSE WHO DON’T RESPECT THE HEALTH 

MESSAGE ARE NOT TO RECEIVE TITHE   

 

“Those men who after many years’ experience have 

yet no appreciation of the medical missionary 

work, should not be appointed to preside over our 

churches. They are not walking in the light of 

present truth for this time. Those who love the 

truth and appreciate the question of temperance in 

all its bearings should not be placed in the charge of 

a minister who has not heeded the light God has 

given upon health reform. What help can a man be 

to a church if he is not walking in the light?”   

MM 238.3 

John 10:12,13 

But he that is an hireling, and not the 

shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, 

seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the 

sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth 

them, and scattereth the sheep. The 

hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, 

and careth not for the sheep. 



THOSE WHO ARE NOT SANCTIFIED BY THE TRUTH SHOULD NOT BE PAID FROM THE TITHE 

 

“God has been dishonored by your littleness. Your deal has savored of dishonesty. You have not made a clean track behind you, and until there is an entire 

transformation in your life, you will be a living curse to any church where you reside. You work for wages, and would not kindle a fire upon the altar of God, or shut 

the doors, for nought. When you set the people an example of self-sacrifice and of devotion to the cause of God, making the truth and the salvation of the soul primary, 

then your influence will bring others into the same position of self-sacrifice and devotion, to make the kingdom of heaven and the righteousness of Christ first….  

You have not earned their confidence or their liberalities. You have had no heavy burdens to bear in this cause, and you have cast on others many more burdens than 

you have lifted; yet you have been gaining in property, and obtaining the good things of this life, and you regard it all as your right. Though you have received your 

weekly wages, you have not always been satisfied. Notwithstanding the pay you received, you have been managing continually to advantage yourself. The cause of 

God has paid you, whether you had much or little to show for your labor. You have not earned the means you have received…. 

God’s ministers must have the truth in their hearts in order to successfully present it to others. They must be sanctified by the truths they preach or they will be only 

stumbling blocks to sinners. Those who are called of God to minister in holy things are called to be pure in heart and holy in life. “Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of 

the Lord.” 2T 545.2-546, 552.1 

MINISTERS  (WHO HAVE BEEN IN THE MESSAGE 

FOR A WHILE) THAT EAT FLESH FOOD NOT TO 

RECEIVE TITHE 

 

“As God’s messengers, shall we not say to the people, 

“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 

do, do all to the glory of God’? 1 Corinthians 10:31. 

Shall we not bear a decided testimony against the 

indulgence of perverted appetite? Will any who are 

ministers of the gospel, proclaiming the most solemn 

truth ever given to mortals, set an example in returning 

to the fleshpots of Egypt? Will those who are supported 

by the tithe from God’s storehouse permit themselves 

by self-indulgence to poison the life-giving current 

flowing through their veins? Will they disregard the 

light and warnings that God has given them? The 

health of the body is to be regarded as essential for 

growth in grace and the acquirement of an even temper. 

If the stomach is not properly cared for, the formation 

of an upright, moral character will be hindered. The 

brain and nerves are in sympathy with the stomach. 

Erroneous eating and drinking result in erroneous 

thinking and acting. All are now being tested and 

proved.” CD 404.3 

TITHE NOT TO BE USED FOR BUILDING 

PROJECTS 

 

13. “The church is asleep and does not realize the 

magnitude of this matter of educating the children 

and youth.... The church should take in the 

situation, and by their influence and means seek to 

bring about the much-desired end. Let a fund be 

created by generous contributions for the 

establishment of schools for the advancement of 

educational work.”—(Special Testimonies on 

Education, 200.)  Australasia Union Conference 

Recorder July 26, 1899 

 

TITHE NOT TO BE USED FOR BUILDING 

PROJECTS 

 

“Those who have used the tithe money to supply 

the common necessities of the house of God, have 

taken the money that should go to sustain 

ministers in doing His work, in preparing the 

way for Christ's second appearing. Just as surely 

as you do this work, you misapply the resources 

which God has told you to retain in His treasure 

house, that it may be full, to be used in His 

service. This work is something of which all who 

have taken a part in should be ashamed. They 

have used their influence to withdraw from God's 

treasury a fund that is consecrated to a sacred 

purpose. From those who do this, the blessing of 

the Lord will be removed. The tithe money must 

be kept sacred....” 1MR 183.1 

“The tithe is to be used for one purpose,—to 

sustain the ministers whom the Lord has 

appointed to do His work. It is to be used to 

support those who speak the words of life to the 

people, and carry the burden of the flock of 

God....  

Those who have charge of our church buildings 

are to be supplied with the means that is 

necessary to keep these buildings in good repair. 

But this money is not to come from the tithe.... 

The use of the tithe must be looked upon as a 

sacred matter by our people. We must guard 

strictly against all that is contrary to the 

message now given…” 1MR 188.2-4* SEE 

APPENDIX 

God Can Scatter Means 

“Those who are selfishly withholding 

their means need not be surprised if 

God's hand scatters their possessions. 

That which should have been devoted 

to the advancement of His work and 

cause, but which has been withheld, 

may in various ways be taken away. 

God will come near to them in 

judgments. Many losses will be 

sustained. God can scatter the means 

He has lent to His stewards, if they 

refuse to use it to His glory. Some may 

have none of these losses to remind 

them of their remissness in duty, but 

their cases may be the more hopeless.” 

(The Southern Watchman, February 21, 

1905). 4BC 1183.1 

Titus 1:10-11 

For there are many unruly and vain 

talkers and deceivers, specially they 

of the circumcision: Whose mouths 

must be stopped, who subvert whole 

houses, teaching things which they 

ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. 

1 Timothy 3:1-9 

This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then 

must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, 

apt to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not 

covetous; One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if 

a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a 

novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must 

have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 

Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of 

filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 



 I pray that you find this synopsis helpful in navigating the use and giving of tithe. This is not intended to take the place of your 

own prayerful consideration of how to return the Lord’s means. I have attached an Appendix for further reading. May the Lord 

continue to lead and instruct as we go through uncertain times. 

 

 Hello Friend!  

 This last month has been filled with interesting developments, especially with regard to the statements of Dr. Conrad Vine and the 

General Conference’s response. We will be carefully watching these events unfold, but we are genuinely concerned that it seems the leadership 

has thrown up a smoke screen to avoid accepting accountability for their actions in regard to the vaccine injured. This is no small matter and 

there is much to comment on. We will be addressing this issue as it unfolds. The real question is, “Who is standing on the pillars of Biblical 

faith?” There is much division over this issue, and we will have to prayerfully consider the opinions of both sides of this issue. May we never 

forget the warnings that there would enter in wolves among the sheep (Acts 20:29, and that there is leaven in the words of the Pharisees 

(Mathhew16:6). Perhaps this is the method that the Lord will use to shake His people to fit them for the final events.  

“I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel 

of the True Witness of the Laodiceans....” {EW 270} 

 Regardless of the issue we should not let it take us away from the work of soul-winning. May we enter upon the work as prayerful 

individuals who wish to bring light to a dark and perishing world! May God bless us all as we move forward as an army upholding the banner 

of Christ our Saviour! 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

Brian Nichols 

Brian@TriedStoneMinistries.org 

Leviticus 27:30 

And all the tithe of the land, whether of the 

seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is 

the LORD'S: it is holy unto the LORD. 

https://triedstoneministries.org/
https://triedstoneministries.org/events
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MR No. 48—Use of the Tithe  
 
[Release requested for general use.] 
 
Not for Common Necessities of the House of God 
 
Letters have come to me from Oakland and Battle Creek, making 
inquiries as to the disposition made of the tithe. The writers supposed that they were authorized to 
use the tithe money in meeting the expenses of the church, as these expenses were quite heavy. 
From that which has been shown me, the tithe is not to be withdrawn from the treasury. Every 
penny of this money is the Lord’s own sacred treasure, to be appropriated for a special use.... 
The light which the Lord has given me on this subject, is that the 
means in the treasury for the support of the ministers in the different 
fields is not to be used for any other purpose. If an honest tithe 
were paid, and the money coming into the treasury were carefully 
guarded, the ministers would receive a just wage.... 
The minister who labors should be sustained. But notwithstanding 
this, those who are officiating in this work see that there is not 
money in the treasury to pay the minister. They are withdrawing the 
tithe for other expenses,—to keep up the meeting house necessities 
or some charity. God is not glorified in any such work. We have to 
raise our voice against this kind of management. Let those who have 
comfortable homes, and are not called upon to leave their families, 
consider this matter. Gifts and offerings should be brought in by 
the people as they are privileged in having houses of worship, as in 
Battle Creek and Oakland, two of our largest churches. Let house-to house labor be done in setting 
before the families in Battle Creek and 
Oakland their duty in acting a part in meeting these expenses, which 
may be called common or secular, and let not the treasury be robbed. 
There has not been money in the treasury to supply ministers for the 
service of God.... 
Those who have used the tithe money to supply the common 
necessities of the house of God, have taken the money that should 
go to sustain ministers in doing His work, in preparing the way 
for Christ’s second appearing. Just as surely as you do this work, 
you misapply the resources which God has told you to retain in His 
treasure house, that it may be full, to be used in His service. This 
work is something of which all who have taken a part in should be 
ashamed. They have used their influence to withdraw from God’s 
treasury a fund that is consecrated to a sacred purpose. From those 
who do this, the blessing of the Lord will be removed. The tithe 
money must be kept sacred.... 
I know from the light given me of God that there should be many 
workers in California. There should be workers in Michigan, and yet 
men are questioning in regard to using the tithe for other purposes 
than that which the Lord specified. In California, in all our cities 
in America, in the highways and byways, men and women should 
go forth as consecrated workers, who will proclaim the message 
of warning.—Manuscript 17, 1897, 1-8. (“The Use of the Tithe,” 



March 14, 1897.) 
 
To Share the Lord’s Money with Needy Fields 
 
In some of the larger conferences the tithe may be more than 
sufficient to sustain the laborers now in the field. But this does not 
sanction its use for any other purpose. If the conferences were doing 
the work that God desires them to do, there would be many more 
laborers in the field, and the demand for funds would be greatly 
increased. The conferences should feel a burden for the regions 
beyond their own borders. There are missions to be sustained in 
fields where there are no churches and no tithes, and also where 
the believers are new and the tithe limited. If you have means that 
is not needed after settling with your ministers in a liberal manner, 
send the Lord’s money to these destitute places. Special light on 
this point has been given. I was listening to the voice of a heavenly 
Messenger, and the directions given were that the churches that 
had buildings and facilities should in this way assist the missions 
in foreign countries.—Manuscript 139, 1898, 26. (An Appeal for 
Missions, October 21, 1898.) 
 
A Solemn Warning 
 
We received your letter today. The question in regard to applying 
the tithes for incidental expenses connected with the church is 
referred to. You say that this has not been done in _____ for years. I 
am glad to hear this. I answer in accordance with the light recently 
given me of God, and which has led me to write so much on this 
matter, that it is a mistake for our churches to appropriate the tithe 
for any other purpose than to sustain the ministry. The Lord will not 
work in your favor if you do this.... 
The tithe is not to be consumed in incidental expenses. That 
belongs to the work of the church members. They are to support 
their church by their gifts and offerings. When this matter is seen 
and realized in all its bearings, there will be no questions on this 
subject. Through His servant Malachi, the Lord gives a most solemn 
warning in reference to this matter. He says, “Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house, and prove 
Me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:10). 
The Lord has revealed to me that when the members of the 
church in _____ shall learn to deny themselves, when they shall 
consecrate themselves to God, when they shall practice economy 
as truehearted sons and daughters of God; when they shall expend 
much less for outward display, and shall wear plain, simple clothing 
without unnecessary adornments; when their faith and works shall 
correspond, then they will be the Lord’s true missionaries and will 
have clear discernment and spiritual understanding. They will have a 
sense of the sacredness of God’s work. They will see the necessity of 
the tithe money being faithfully paid into the treasury, and reserved 
for the sacred work to which God designs that it shall be devoted,— 
to carry the last message of mercy to a fallen world. God’s people 
are to lift the standard of truth in every place where the message of 
mercy has not been proclaimed. 
Every soul who is honored in being a steward of God is to 
carefully guard the tithe money. This is sacred means. The Lord 
will not sanction your borrowing this money for any other work. It 
will create evils you cannot now discern. It is not to be meddled 
with by the _____ church; for there are missions to be sustained in 
other fields, where there are no churches and no tithes. When the 



men who, as God’s messengers, have their work to do, will do it 
in a straightforward manner, the church of _____ will take care of 
the duties belonging to it individually. The members will furnish 
the means to sustain these extra expenses. But by using the tithe for 
these expenses, or filling the gaps made in business lines, you lift 
from them a burden which they should as a church carry. 
Time, precious time, is passing into eternity, and the work that 
should be done in saving perishing souls is left undone. Keep your 
hands off the Lord’s reserve fund. That means is to do a great work 
before probation shall close. Not one-hundredth part of the work 
that should be done in California is being done. Missionary workers are few. It is most painful to me 
to see how little is being done in self-sacrificing effort, in bringing up the church to sense their 
individual responsibility and the necessity of self-denial. Look at 
the congregations coming into the houses of worship in _____ and 
_____, and see how much money is expended in dress that should 
go to the Lord’s cause. But you cannot, as responsible men, be clear 
in the sight of God unless you shall practice more economy and 
self-denial yourselves, unless you shall bear a testimony that will 
cut its way to the heart of self-indulgence. 
It makes me heartsick to see the most sacred, solemn truth ever 
given to our world have so little influence upon the life and character 
of many who profess to believe the Word of God. What is the 
matter?—the truth is not practiced. The life of the world’s Redeemer 
is our example in all things. There is much more in the Word of 
God than many have discovered. There is practical godliness that 
must be brought into the life and character. There are heights and 
depths that we might reach if there were less self-indulgence and 
more consecration to God.... 
The Lord has shown me that when those who are in office will 
do their appointed work, and bind about their many supposed wants; 
when they shall practice the self-denial that God enjoins, and encourage economy in every line as it 
is their duty to do by setting the 
example, there will be a solemn, straight-forward testimony, hearts 
and lips touched with holy fire coming forth from the great center in 
California, and _____ will have [an] influence on smaller churches. 
 
Letter 81, 1897, pp. 1-5. (To Brother Jones, May 27, 1897.) 
 
A Letter to Elder Daniells 
 
I send you this morning a letter written for America, and sent 
there yesterday morning, which will show you how I regard the tithe 
money being used for other purposes. [See Special Testimonies to 
Ministers and Workers 10:16-24.] This is the Lord’s special revenue 
fund, for a special purpose. I have never so fully understood this 
matter as I now understand it. Having had questions directed here to 
me to answer, I have had special instruction from the Lord that the 
tithe is for a special purpose, consecrated to God to sustain those who minister in the sacred work, 
as the Lord’s chosen to do His work not only in sermonizing, but in ministering. They should 
understand all that this comprehends. There is to be meat in the house of God, who believe the 
truth, to give a faithful tithe to the Lord, and ministers should be encouraged and sustained by that 
tithe.  
 
Letter 40, 1897, p.1. (To Elder A. G. Daniells, March 16, 1897.) 
White Estate 
Washington, D. C., 
August 22, 1951. 
 
 
MR No. 48a—Use of the Tithe 
 



[Release requested by Elder W. H. Branson for use in the study of 
this problem in connection with a forthcoming council.] 
 
In the night season I am laboring earnestly with persons who do 
not seem to understand that in the providence of God the medical 
missionary work is to be as the right hand of the body.—Manuscript 
58, 1901, 1. (“A Union of Ministerial and Medical Missionary Work 
Essential,” July 7, 1901.) 
 
The tithe is to be used for one purpose,—to sustain the ministers 
whom the Lord has appointed to do His work. It is to be used to 
support those who speak the words of life to the people, and carry 
the burden of the flock of God.... 
Those who have charge of our church buildings are to be supplied 
with the means that is necessary to keep these buildings in good 
repair. But this money is not to come from the tithe.... 
The use of the tithe must be looked upon as a sacred matter by 
our people. We must guard strictly against all that is contrary to the 
message now given.... 
The impression is becoming quite common that the sacred disposition of the tithe no longer exists. 
Many have lost their sense of 
the Lord’s requirements.... 
When a man enters the ministry, he is to be paid from the tithe 
enough to sustain his family. He is not to feel that he is a beggar.... 
Many ministers are lying in their graves, brought there by sorrow 
and disappointment, and by the hardship brought upon them because they did not receive 
sufficient for their labors. 
Let us remember that God is a God of justice and equity. There 
would today be many more ministers in the field, but they are not 
encouraged to labor. Many workers have gone into the grave heartbroken, because they had 
grown old, and could see that they were looked upon as a burden. But had they been retained in 
the work, and given an easy place, with a whole or part of their wages, they  might have 
accomplished much good. During their term of labor, these men have done double labor. They felt 
so heavy a burden for souls that they had no desire to be relieved of overwork. The heavy burdens 
borne shortened their lives. The widows of these ministers are never to be forgotten, but should, if 
necessary, be paid from the tithe.—Manuscript 82, 1904, 1-3. (“The Use of the Tithe,” 1904.) 
 
Our conferences should see that the schools are provided with 
teachers who are thorough Bible teachers and who have a deep 
Christian experience. The best ministerial talent should be brought 
into schools, and the salaries of these teachers should be paid from 
the tithe.... 
God’s ministers are His shepherds, appointed by Him to feed 
His flock. The tithe is His provision for their maintenance, and He 
designs that it shall be held sacred to this purpose.... 
If the members of a church exercise economy and self-denial in 
dress and in all their expenses as God requires, there will be no lack 
of funds. The tithe will be increased, and there will be donations 
sufficient for all church expenses.—Manuscript 139, 1898, 24-26. 
(An Appeal for Missions, October 21, 1898.) 
 
And if there is a surplus of means in the treasury, there are many 
places where it may be used strictly in the appointed lines. In many 
places the dearth of means is so great that the workers cannot be employed to do missionary work. 
Every dollar of the money put 
into the treasury is not needed in _____. Let the Lord’s money be 
donated to support the ministers in foreign countries where they 
are working to lift the standard in new fields. This is God’s money, 
and He designs that it shall be used in sustaining the ministry, in 
educating a people to prepare to meet their God.... 
If you have more means than you need to settle [with] your 



ministers in a fair, liberal, Christian manner, there are other places 
where you can help, where there are but few people and poor, and 
the tithe is limited. Send the Lord’s money to them. This I have 
been repeatedly shown is the way to do.... 
When the people will, as in the church in _____, excuse themselves 
from sustaining their own church demands, that church is in 
deep need of a ministry that is of a different order than that which 
it has had. The men who are handling sacred things will need to 
discern more clearly spiritual things, and if they will begin to rely 
upon the tithe money to use in the several places where there is a gap and where means are 
needed in Battle Creek and Oakland, the Lord will surely remove His blessing from these churches. 
You know nothing experimentally of the poverty in foreign countries. We need some of your 
abundance here. When men shall be properly exercised to present to the people their duty as 
Christians to support their church expenses; when they shall themselves present more abundantly 
their gifts and offerings to carry forward the work, then God will bless the faithful messenger, and 
He will bless the members of the churches; for He says, “I know thy works” (Revelation 3:8). 
Then who will be aroused to sense their duty in this respect, and 
act their part in the fear of God. Self-denial is to be presented to the 
people, and offerings called for in donations. Said the messenger of heaven, “It is not the Oakland 
church, the Battle Creek church, the Healdsburg church, or the San Francisco church who should 
draw from the treasury of God to supply their weekly incidental expenses, incurred in 
accommodating the people as they assemble together to worship God. Let every soul consider, and 
humble himself before God.” Letter 81, 1897, pp. 1-6. (To Brother Jones, May 27, 1897.) 
 
There are exceptional cases, where poverty is so deep that in 
order to secure the humblest place of worship, it may be necessary to 
appropriate the tithes. But that place is not Battle Creek or Oakland. 
Let those who assemble to worship God consider the self-denial and 
self-sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Let those brethren who profess to be 
children of God study how they can deny themselves, how they can 
part with some of their idols, and carefully economize in every line. 
In each house there should be a box for the church fund, to be used 
for the needs of the church.... 
Let not those to whom are entrusted responsibilities, allow the 
treasury that God has appointed to sustain the ministers in the field, 
to be robbed to supply the expenses incurred in keeping in order and 
making comfortable the house of God. Thousands upon thousands of 
dollars have been taken from the tithes and used for these purposes. 
This is not as it should be. The gifts and offerings that have cost some self-denial are to be brought 
in. A separate fund for the purpose of defraying the expenses which every church member should 
share according to his ability should be instituted in every place where there is a church.—
Manuscript 24, 1897, 1, 2. (“Tithing,” March 15, 1897.) 
 
In the sixth chapter of Acts, we are shown how, when men were 
to be selected to fill positions in the church, the matter was brought before the Lord, and most 
earnest prayer was offered for guidance. The widows and fatherless were to be supported by 
contributions from the church. Their wants were not to be relieved by the church, but by special 
donations. The tithe was to be consecrated to the Lord, and was always to be used for the support 
of the ministry. Letter 9, 1899, p. 2. (To those Occupying Important Positions in the General 
Conference, January 24, 1899.) 
 
I have been instructed that there is something wrong in the way 
that financial matters have been carried in some of our conferences. 
I was shown that spiritual interests have been lost sight of, and that 
the very work that is most essential and urgent has been neglected, 
and bears the mark of imperfection. The zeal exercised by some 
in gathering and hoarding as much means as possible to make a 
good showing financially, and that men in important positions might 
appear as good generals, was a sad mistaking of the true interests of 
the work. 
More and more we must come to realize that the means that 



comes into the conference in the tithes and gifts of our people should 
be used for the support of the work not only in the American cities, 
but also in foreign fields. Let the means so zealously collected be 
unselfishly distributed. Those who realize the needs of mission fields 
will not be tempted to use the tithe for that which is not necessary. 
All may be tempted to be selfish in the use of their means, but they 
will gain strength to resist these temptations as they study the needs 
of the fields that have little labor given them. My brethren, let your 
means be freely given, and the Lord will bless your offerings. God 
is looking for these offerings, and angels of God are impressing 
the hearts of those for whose sake they are given.—Manuscript 11, 
1908, p. 7. (“The Regions Beyond,” February 15, 1908.)  
 
That there will always be a temptation to divert the tithe money 
to other channels, we know; but the Lord has guarded this, His own 
portion, to be sacredly used for the support of the gospel ministers. 
There may be such measures taken as shall reduce the working force 
that bears the message of truth, as is being done, and in America has 
been done to meet the measurement of the tithe in the treasury; but this is not the Lord’s plan, 
and if entered upon and continued, will reduce God’s blessing to the churches that work upon such 
a plan. There may be a great dearth of means if there is a departing from the Lord’s plan. The Lord 
regards the tithe as His own, to be used for a certain purpose, and it is an easy matter, in the place 
of practicing the self-denial that we should, to help in educating students, or in the temporal 
matters, as providing conveniences for the church, which is necessary, to dip into the Lord’s 
consecrated portion which should be used only to sustain the ministers in new fields as well as in 
other places.... 
Now in regard to educating students in our schools. It is a good 
idea; it will have to be done; but God forbid that in the place of 
practicing self-denial and self-sacrifice our individual selves, to do 
this work, we should subtract from the Lord’s portion, specially 
reserved to sustain the ministers in active labor in the field, and to 
[keep] at work those who are already ordained for the work. We 
can easily consider these matters, how much it requires to support 
our own families according to the members of that family. Then let 
those whose business it is, act in accordance with this rule. Look not 
upon our own things, but upon the things of others. Let us practice 
the golden rule, and do unto others as we would that they should do 
unto us, were we in like circumstances. The fibrous roots of selfishness will root themselves 
wherever they are given a chance. We want to cut out and exterminate every fiber of the root of 
selfishness.... 
All these things are to be done, as you propose, to help students 
to obtain an education, but I ask you, Shall we not all act in this 
matter unselfishly, and create a fund, and keep it to draw upon on 
such occasions. When you see a young man or a young woman who 
are promising subjects, advance or loan the sum needed, with the 
idea that it is a loan, not a gift. It would be better to have it thus. 
Then when it is returned, it can be used to educate others. But this 
money is not to be taken from the tithe, but from a separate fund 
secured for that purpose. This would exert a healthy uprightness and 
charity and patriotism among our people. There must be thoughtful 
consideration and a skillful adjustment of the work in the cause of 
God in all its departments. But let there be no meager, stingy plans 
in using the consecrated portion for the sustaining of the ministry; for then the treasury would 
soon be empty. Letter 40, 1897, pp. 1-4. 
(To Elder A. G. Daniells, March 16, 1897.) 
White Estate 
Washington, D. C., 
August 22, 1951. 
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p.215 

The Use of the Tithe 

Mountain View, Calif., 

Jan. 22, 1905. 

Elder Watson: 

My brother, I wish to say to you, Be careful how you move. You are not moving wisely. The least 
you have to speak about the tithe that has been appropriated to the most needy and the most 
discouraging field in the world, the more sensible you will be. It has been presented to me for years 
that my tithe was to be appropriated by myself to aid the white and colored ministers who were 
neglected and did not receive sufficient properly to support their families. When my attention was 
called to aged ministers, white or black, it was my special duty to investigate into their necessities 
and supply their needs. This was to be my special work, and I have done this in a number of cases. 
No man should give notoriety to the fact that in special cases the tithe is used in that way. 

In regard to the colored work in the South, that field has been and is still being robbed of the 
means that should come to the workers of that field. If there has been cases where our sisters have 
appropriated their tithe to the support of the ministers working for the colored people in the 
South, let every man, if he is wise, hold his peace. I have myself appropriated my tithe to the most 
needy cases brought to my notice. I have been instructed to do this; and as the money is not 
withheld from the Lord’s treasury, it is not a matter that should be commented upon; for it will 
necessitate my making known these matters, which I do not desire to do, because it is not best. 

Some cases have been kept before me for years, and I have supplied their needs from the tithe, as 
God has instructed me to do. And if any person shall say to me, Sister White, will you appropriate 
my tithe where you know it is most needed, I shall say, Yes, I will; and I have done so. I commend 
those sisters who have placed their tithe where it is most needed to help to do a work that is being 
left undone; and if this matter is given publicity, it will create knowledge which would better be left 
as it is. I do not care to give publicity to this work which the Lord has appointed me to do, and 
others to do. I send this matter to you so that you shall not make a mistake. Circumstances alter 
cases. I would not advise that any should make a practice of gathering up tithe money. But for 
years there have now and then been persons who have lost confidence in the appropriation of the 
tithe who have placed their tithe in my hands, and said that if I did not take it they would 
themselves appropriate it to the families of the most needy minister they could find. I have taken 
the money, given a receipt for it, and told them how it was appropriated. I write this to you so that 
you shall keep cool and not become stirred up and give publicity to this matter, lest many more 
shall follow their example. 

Ellen G. White. 

 


