78 Heads of Government have Signed a Statement on Population Stabilization

On December 10th 1966, Human Rights Day, United Nations Secretary-General U Thant received a Statement presented to him by John D. Rockefeller 111, signed by 11 signatory countries: Australia, Denmark, Finland, Iran, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, the United
Kingdom, the United States and Yugoslavia.
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A year later, the following countries signed: Barbados, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Japan, Jordan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Morocco, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, and the United Arab Republic.
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In his presentation John D. Rockefeller noted that the principal barrier to population stabilization has been its sensitivity. The Statement on Population by World Leaders notes that:

"It took all of mankind's history to reach one billion by 1800. The 2nd billion arrived in 1930. At today's rate of increase there will be 4 billion by 1975. This unprecedented increase presents us with a situation unique in human affairs and a problem that grows more urgent with each
passing day.

The numbers themselves are striking, but their implications are of far greater significance. Too rapid population growth seriously hampers efforts to raise living standards, to further education, to improve health, to provide better housing, and in some countries to assure sufficient food. In
short, the human aspiration to live a better life is being frustrated and jeopardized.

We believe that the population problem must be recognized as a principal element in long-range national planning if governments are to achieve their economic goals and fulfill the aspirations of their people.

We believe that the great majority of parents desire to have the knowledge and the means to plan their families; that the opportunity to decide the number and spacing of children is a basic human right.

Recognizing that family planning is in the vital interest of both the nation and the family, we, the undersigned, earnestly hope that leaders around the world will share our views and join with us in this great challenge for the well being and happiness of people everywhere."

At the 1984 International Conference on Population and Development in Mexico, the Statement on Population Stabilization was presented to United Nations Fund for Population Activities Executive Director Rafael Salas by Kenyan Vice President Mwai Kibaki, the ranking diplomat at
the ceremony. In 1985 Prime Minister of India Rajiv Gandhi presented the Statement to United Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar at the 40th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations with 40 signatures.

At the 1994 ICPD conference in Cairo, Dr. Nafis Sadik, Executive Director of the UNFPA, accepted the Statement signed by 75 heads of government from Haryono Suyono, chairman of the BKKBN. A year later President Suharto of Indonesia personally requested all 109 heads of
government of the Non-Aligned Nations to sign the Statement. On October 25th, 1995, at the 50th anniversary of the United Nations, Dr. Nafis Sadik presided over the ceremony in which President Suharto of Indonesia presented the Statement to the Secretary-General of the UN, Boutros
Boutros-Ghali. In Dr. Sadik's comments, she emphasized, "The importance of population and development issues and the urgency of population stabilization much be recognized."
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Humankind has many challenges: to obtain a lasting peace between nations; to preserve the quality of the environment; to conserve natural resources at a sustainable level; to advance the economic and social progress of the less developed nations; to assure basic human rights and at the
same time accept responsibility for the planet Earth and future generations of children; and to stabilization population growth.

Degradation of the world’s environment, income inequality, and the potential for conflict exist today because of rapid population growth. If this unprecedented population growth continues, future generations of children will not have adequate food, housing, health services, education,

earth resources and employment opportunities.

We believe that the time has come now to recognize the world-wide necessity to achieve population stabilization and for each country to adopt the necessary policies and programs to do so, consistent with its own culture and aspirations.

To enhance the integrity of the individual and the quality of life for all, we believe that all nations should participate in setting goals and programs for population stabilization. Measures for this purpose should be voluntary and should maintain individual human rights and beliefs.

We urge national leaders to take an active personal role in promoting effective policies and programs. Emphasis should be given to improving the status of women, respecting human rights and beliefs, and achieving the active participation of women in formulating policies and programs.
Attention should be given to setting realistic goals and timetables and developing appropriate economic and social policies.

Recognizing that early population stabilization is in the interest of all nations, we earnestly hope that leaders around the world will share our views and join with us in this great undertaking for the well-being and happiness of people everywhere.”



