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“Fund Your Future” 
with a Dutchess 

County Fair 
Scholarship

   The Dutchess County Agricultural 
Society announced today that their 
scholarship application is now 
available online.  This renewable 
scholarship awards a Dutchess 
County high school senior, or 
student enrolled in college or tech 
school with a $10,000 scholarship.
   The qualifying student must be 
a Dutchess County resident and/
or participate in the programs 
operated by the agricultural 
society.  The recipient must 
seek an undergraduate degree in 
agriculture, horticulture or human 
ecology or a career related to 
agriculture or horticulture.  All 
applicants must submit their 
applications by 3pm May 9, 2025.
   Information and a fillable 
pdf application are available 
at the Dutchess County Fair’s 
website https://dutchessfair.
com/scholarships/, through 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Dutchess County and from 
local high school offices.
   The NYSAAF and NYSSA 
offer an annual scholarship 
program which is available to 
students who are New York State 
residents, who currently are (or 
have previously been) active 
in a fair that is a member of the 
NYSAAF or the NYSSA and who 
plan to attend (or already attend) 
college in pursuit of a degree.  The 
fair where you have been active, 
or the NYSSA must endorse 
your application and will submit 
it for you.  The website www.
nyfairs.org offers a complete list 
of member fairs, the scholarship 
application, and instructions. 
   Please visit www.dutchessfair.
com/scholarships/ or www.
nyfairs.org for information 
regarding both scholarships. 

Spencertown 
Academy Arts Center 
Presents
“From Pencil to 
Brush: Looking at the 
Artist’s Process” 
March 29 through April 20
   Spencertown Academy Arts 
Center presents “From Pencil to 
Brush: Looking at the Artist’s 
Process,” an exhibition co-curated 
by Alice McGowan and David 
Lesako featuring drawings and 
paintings by Julie Love Edmonds, 
Shawn Fields, Kathryn Freeman, 
and Ann Getsinger. On Saturday, 
March 29 there will be an 
opening reception from 3:00p.m. 
to 5:00p.m. at the Academy and 
the show will remain on display 
through April 20. On Saturday, 
April 5 at 2:00pm, artists Ann 
Getsinger and Kathryn Freeman 
will talk about their work at 
the gallery. Gallery hours are 
Saturdays and Sundays from 
1:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. Admission 
is free and the artworks are 
for sale, with a portion of the 
proceeds benefiting the Academy.
   “The concept of this show 
occurred to me after visiting 
some of these artist’s studios 

“Lobster Claw” by Ann Getsinger 
(pencil and charcoal on paper 8” x 6”)
last year. I pictured a show that 
took the viewer by the hand, 
allowing glimpses of the artist’s 
first tentative studies to their 

Mill House Brewing 
Company to Tap 
Craft Brew and Raise 
Funds for Anderson 
Center for Autism
Mill House Brewing Company 
announces the return of its 
Mr. Anderson Ale tradition, 
brewing a philanthropic beer 
to raise funds and awareness 
for Anderson Center for Autism
   Anderson Center for Autism and 
Mill House Brewing Company 
have announced details of the 
11th annual Mr. Anderson Ale 
event, to be held on Thursday, 
April 3rd from 5-7pm at Mill 
House Brewing Company (in the 
third floor loft at 289 Mill Street, 
Poughkeepsie). The fundraiser 
will once again give guests an 
opportunity to enjoy Mill House’s 
custom craft brew, which is named 
for Anderson Center for Autism’s 
founder, Dr. Victor V. Anderson.
   Said Patrick Paul, CEO/
Executive Director of Anderson 
Center for Autism: “April is 
Autism Acceptance Month, and 
we’re thrilled to kick it off with 
this annual tradition, which not 
only honors Anderson’s history, 
but helps further our mission 

Vance Gage and Jamie Bishop 
at Mr Anderson Ale Event

of optimizing the quality of life 
for individuals with autism. 
We are extremely grateful to 
Mill House Brewing Company 
for championing our cause 
year after year, and anticipate 
another fun and meaningful 
celebration on April 3rd.”
   Added Eliza Bozenski, 
Chief Development Officer for 
Anderson Foundation for Autism: 
“In addition to raising funds that 
support Anderson’s educational, 
vocational, clinical, residential, 
and training services, Mill House 
is helping us cultivate a spirit of 
acceptance and understanding 
within our broader Hudson 
Valley region. These events 

THEMED MANSION 
TOURS
ON SERVANTS AND 
DOWNTON ABBEY
AT STAATSBURGH 
STATE HISTORIC 
SITE
   Explore the upstairs/downstairs 
world of the Gilded Age this March 
at Staatsburgh State Historic 
Site. Perhaps you align yourself 
with the likes of the Dowager 
Countess from Downton Abbey 
or Bertha Russel from HBO’s The 
Gilded Age. Or you identify more 
with the working-class servants 
downstairs in the grand Gilded 
Age mansions. Staatsburgh’s 
popular “The REAL Gilded Age: 
America’s Elite in the Downton 
Abbey Era” and “A Life in 
Service” theme tours, offered this 
March, will explore two separate 
topics of Gilded Age history. 
Advanced reservations for both 
tours are required at https://www.
Bookeo.com/StaatsburghSHS.

   Led by a costumed guide, 
“The REAL Gilded Age” tour 
explores the real-life characters 
and themes at Staatsburgh that 
parallel popular shows such as 
Downton Abbey or HBO’s The 
Gilded Age. This 90-minute tour 
shows how servants and the Mills 
family conducted a busy weekend 
of high-society entertaining, 
comparing Staatsburgh to what 
viewers saw in the popular 
period dramas. The fictionalized 
romances of Downton Abbey 
had their historical counterparts 
at Staatsburgh: Downton’s 
American heiress, Cora, married 
the fictional Earl of Grantham; 
Staatsburgh’s Beatrice Mills 
married the real Earl of Granard. 
The tour will take place on 
Saturdays, March 8, 15 & 22 at 
11:00am. Reservations for “The 
REAL Gilded Age” are required 
and can be made at https://www.
Bookeo.com/StaatsburghSHS. 
Admission is $12.00; $10.00 
for seniors and students; 
children under 12 are free.
   “A Life in Service” will show 
visitors the mansion through the 
servants’ eyes. Led by a costumed 

A Life in Service costumed guide. 
Photo by Pierce Johnston

Continued on page 2

Wallkill Resident 
Named 2025 Poet 
Laureate
   Ulster County Executive Jen 
Metzger has appointed Mike 
Jurkovic, a published poet and 
music critic who lives in the 
Shawangunk hamlet of Wallkill, 
as the County’s 2025 Poet 
Laureate. Jurkovic succeeds poet 
Kate Hymes of New Paltz, the 
county’s first resident to hold 
this honorary title, created by 
the County Executive in 2023.  
   County Executive Metzger said, 
“Words possess the remarkable 
ability to bridge hearts and minds, 
uniting our community through 
the art of verse, and through his 
evocative poetry, Mike Jurkovic 
captures the essence of everyday 
life and invites us to explore 
the hidden beauty in our daily 
experiences. Congratulations 
on this well-deserved honor, 
Mike — we look forward to 
the inspiration and creativity 
you will bring to this role!”
   Originally hailing from the 
South Bronx, Jurkovic has called 
Ulster County home for more 
than three decades. A cornerstone 
of the Hudson Valley poetry 
scene, he serves as the president 
and co-founder of Calling All 
Poets — a distinguished poetry 
organization and series that, this 
year, proudly celebrates 26 years 
of fostering poetic expression 
both in the Hudson Valley 
and on the international stage.
   “With the grand family of 
writers and poets in the Hudson 
Valley, I am humbled to serve as 

Ulster County Poet Laureate,” 
said Jurkovic. “In this role, 
it is my aim to highlight as 
many voices as possible.”
   The Ulster County Poet Laureate 
program was instituted in 2023 
by Ulster County Executive Jen 
Metzger. Poet Laureates serve a 
one-year term. Arts Mid-Hudson 
manages the public call for 
nominations, facilitates a panel 
composed of literary professionals 
and community members to select 
from the nominees, and provides 
support and promotion for the 
Ulster County Poet Laureate’s 
work during their year of service.
   “We are grateful for County 

Mike Jurkovic

Continued on page 4

Volunteer Fair at the 
Millbrook Library - 
Saturday, March 15

   Looking for ways to give back 
to the community? The Millbrook 
Library will host its fourth annual 
Volunteer Fair on Saturday, 
March 15th from 11:00 am to 1:00 
pm. The Fair offers opportunities 
for community members to 
learn about the good work being 
done by our local non-profits 
and other organizations and 
how everyone can get involved.
   Participating organizations in 
this year’s Volunteer Fair include: 
Angels of Light, Cary Institute 
of Ecosystem Studies, Cornell 

Continued on page 2
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The Real Gilded Age costumed 
guide. Photo by Pierce Johnston
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guide, this 90-minute tour 
focuses on the lives and duties 
of those servants who worked 
in the mansion – the English 
butler, the French chefs, and 
maids and the footmen. Visitors 
will be led through additional 
parts of the mansion not on 
standard tours, including the 
unrestored servants’ hall. Even 
in its unrestored state, this unique 
area of the house is a striking 
artifact of servant life, featuring 
the servants’ dining room, the 
footmen’s bedrooms, and the 
tiled kitchen with its massive 
coal stove, where Staatsburgh’s 
French chef prepared gourmet 
meals for society’s elite. “A Life 
in Service” will take place on 
Saturday, March 29 at 11:00am. 
Reservations are required and 
can be made at https://www.
Bookeo.com/StaatsburghSHS. 
Admission is $12.00; $10.00 
for seniors and students; 
children under 12 are free.
   Visitors to Staatsburgh may 
also wish to stroll or picnic by 
the Hudson River, follow the 
site’s self-guided landscape 
tour, or walk the woodland trails 
in adjacent Mills and Norrie 
State Parks. A full list of all 
Staatsburgh’s programs and 
events is found on the site’s 
reservations page: https://www.

Bookeo.com/StaatsburghSHS
   Staatsburgh State Historic Site 
and the Ogden Mills & Ruth 
Livingston Mills Memorial 
State Park are located on Old 
Post Road in Staatsburg, off  
Route 9 between Rhinebeck 
and Hyde Park. The historic site 
is one of 6 sites and 15 parks 
administered by the Taconic 
Region of New York State 
Offi  ce of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation. For more 
information, call 845-889-8851, 
or visit Staatsburgh’s websites 
at, https://www.Bookeo.com/
StaatsburghSHS , www.facebook.
com/StaatsburghSHS, and www.
staatsburghstatehistoricsite.
b l o g s p o t . c o m . 
Staatsburgh’s events are 
also listed at parks.ny.gov
   The New York State Offi  ce of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation oversees more 
than 250 parks, historic sites, 
recreational trails, golf courses, 
boat launches and more, and 
welcomes over 80 million 
visitors annually. For more 
information on any of these 
recreation areas, visit parks.

Themed MansionTours 
from page 1

March Arrives
Poet: Catherine Pulsifer
March arrives, a season’s blend,
Where winter fades and spring 
begins.
Buds and blooms, a vibrant 
display,
Mark the promise of brighter 
days.
The sun stays longer, its warmth 
is near,
Filling hearts with hope and 
cheer.
March whispers softly, “Rise 
and grow,”
A time of change, as life starts to 
show.

“It was one of those March days 
when the sun shines hot and 
the wind blows cold: when it is 
summer in the light, and winter 
in the shade.”
— Charles Dickens, Great 
Expectations

ny.gov, download the free NY 
State Parks Explorer app or call 
518.474.0456. Connect with 
us on Facebook, Instagram, X
(formerly Twitter), the OPRHP 
Blog or via the OPRHP Newsroom.

Cooperative Extension, Dutchess 
County Offi  ce for the Aging, 
Dutchess Land Conservancy, 
Food of Life/Comida de Vida 
Pantry and Giving Garden, 
Literacy Connections, Lucky 
Orphans Horse Rescue, Millbrook 
Fire Department, Millbrook 
Historical Society, Stonewood 
Farm, United Way Dutchess-
Orange Region, and more.
   This event is free and open 
to the public. It will take place 
at the Millbrook Library, 3 
Friendly Lane, Millbrook, NY. 
For more information, please 
visit millbrooklibrary.org.

Volunteer Fair from page 1

Learn How to Support 
Pollinators with the 
Germantown Garden 
Club
   The Germantown Garden 
Club will hold its next meeting 
on Saturday, March 22, at the 
Hover Room at the Germantown 
Library, 31 Palatine Park Rd., 
Germantown. The meeting begins 
at 10:30 am. On the agenda is a 
presentation by Tim Kennelty, 
a Master Gardener and Master 
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Spencertown Academy Arts 
Center Presents from page 1

Solution on page 4
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eventually fi nished work. Four 
remarkable artists, each with 
their own process, illustrate that 
process here with pieces of the 
journey,” says McGowan. “When 
Ann Getsinger wields a pencil, 
she conjures poetry based upon 
meticulous observation. Shawn 
Fields is a scientist of the visible 
world, which he condenses 
into often whimsical images 
that take root within our own 
psyches. Julie Love Edmonds 
composes order and geometry 
that sings with the colorful 
details of contemporary life. 
And Kathryn Freeman imagines 
pastoral interior harmonies based 
on her personal love of animals, 
both domestic and wild.”
   “This show looks behind the 
scenes, providing viewers with 
a chance to learn about the 
materials, tools, and techniques 
that artists use,” adds Lesako. 
“This experience can either 
subtract from or add to the 
mystery of the fi nished work, and 
both outcomes are good ones.”
   Based in Stockbridge, 

Massachusetts, Julie Love 
Edmonds says, “What is seen 
by the eye can suggest many 
things, whether they are spiritual, 
intellectual, or emotional. The 
integration of these non-visual 
concerns with painterly ones 
can resonate with the viewer. 
This has been my goal.” Her 
work has appeared in many 
regional venues, including 
the Berkshire Museum, Cape 
Cod Art Association, Kent Art 
Association, and the Lichtenstein 
Center for the Arts, as well 
as Spencertown Academy.
Shawn Fields received a BFA 
in illustration from the School 
of Visual Arts and an MFA 
in painting from New York 
Academy of Arts. He also 
studied fi gure drawing at the 
Water Street Atelier in Brooklyn 
and anatomy at the Arts Students 
League in New York City. His 
work has been exhibited at 
ArtBasel Miami, Forbes Gallery 
NYC, Arcadia NYC, Dowling 
Walsh Gallery Maine and is 
collected worldwide. Field lives 
in Mill River, Massachusetts, 
and prints of his work and 

small plein-air studies are 
hanging at Bon Dimanche 
in Great Barrington, MA.
   Kathryn Freeman is a narrative 
painter who combines classical 
composition with magic realism. 
“My fascination with storytelling 
and treading the delicate balance 
between reality and dream is 
the catalyst for my work and 
a constant source of ideas,” 
she says. “I love fairy tales 
and mythology and exploring 
the subtle mysteries behind 
everyday existence. In doing 
so, I hope to illuminate the 
spiritual connections between 
humans, animals, and nature.” 
Freeman’s paintings and 
drawings have been exhibited in 

New York, London, Los Angeles, 
Boston, and Washington 
DC. She recently moved to 
Mill River, Massachusetts.
   “Creating visual art is the 
closest I’ve ever come to having 
my life make any sense at all. It’s 
both indulgent and essential,” 
says Ann Getsinger. “It’s about 
balancing freedom and discipline 
in order to explore this temporary 
existence, to consider the 
meaning and sensuality of nature 
and my personal connection 
to it.” Locally, Getsinger has 
participated in both solo and 
group shows at Spencertown 
Academy, Berkshire Botanic 
Garden, Berkshire Museum, 

Springfi eld Museum, Carrie 
Haddad Gallery, Lauren Clark 
Gallery, and numerous other 
venues throughout the New 
England and Mid- Atlantic 
regions. She lives in New 
Marlborough, Massachusetts.
   Founded in 1972, Spencertown 
Academy Arts Center is a cultural 
center and community resource 
serving Columbia County, the 
Berkshires, and the Capital 
region. Housed in a landmark 
1847 Greek Revival schoolhouse, 
the Academy is located at 790 
State Route 203 in Spencertown, 
New York. For more 
information, please see www.
s p e n c e r t o w n a c a d e m y. o rg .

Cooperative Extension, Dutchess 
County Offi  ce for the Aging, 
Dutchess Land Conservancy, 
Food of Life/Comida de Vida 
Pantry and Giving Garden, 
Literacy Connections, Lucky 
Orphans Horse Rescue, Millbrook 
Fire Department, Millbrook 
Historical Society, Stonewood 
Farm, United Way Dutchess-
Orange Region, and more.
   This event is free and open 
to the public. It will take place 
at the Millbrook Library, 3 
Friendly Lane, Millbrook, NY. 
For more information, please 
visit millbrooklibrary.org.
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Learn How to Support 
Pollinators with the 
Germantown Garden 
Club
   The Germantown Garden 
Club will hold its next meeting 
on Saturday, March 22, at the 
Hover Room at the Germantown 
Library, 31 Palatine Park Rd., 
Germantown. The meeting begins 
at 10:30 am. On the agenda is a 
presentation by Tim Kennelty, 
a Master Gardener and Master 
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Mill House Brewing 
Company from page 1
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bring Anderson team members, 
families, donors, and community 
members together - reminding 
all of us that it really ‘takes a 
village’ to enrich life for autistic 
and neurodivergent people.”
   Jamie Bishop, Brewmaster and 
Partner of Mill House Brewing 
Company in Poughkeepsie and 
is preparing to open their second 
restaurant in Highland called The 

Ridge - which boasts views of the 
Shawangunk Mountains and will 
also serve as a venue for special 
events, said, “Our entire team 
really looks forward to hosting 
this event every year. Anderson 
Center for Autism is the first non-
profi t with whom we got involved 
when I started this business 
many years ago, and their work 
is incredibly impactful in our 
region and beyond. The annual 
Mr. Anderson Ale event allows 
us to bring community members 

together for a great cause. We’ve 
had guests come for the beer 
and then decide to get involved 
with Anderson’s work; it’s very 
rewarding. And it’s an honor to 
share the experience with Vance 
Gage, the grandson of Anderson 
Center for Autism’s founder and 
someone who’s become near 
and dear to my heart over the 
years since we brewed our first 
edition of Mr. Anderson Ale.”
   Gage was the honorary 
brewmaster when the first batch 
of Mr. Anderson Ale was created, 
and remains involved with 
Anderson, having served for many 
years as a trustee and continuing 
as a subcommittee volunteer. He 
is expected to attend on April 3rd.
Proceeds of the Mr. Anderson 
Ale event will directly benefit 
programs and services provided 
by Anderson Center for Autism. 
Tickets are $35 per person; 
advance purchase (by Monday, 
March 24th) is required - no 
tickets will be sold at the door. 

Note that New York State law 
requires that attendees must be 21 
years or older to consume alcohol.
   Each ticket will include 
cocktail party appetizers, select 
beer, and wine. There will also be 
raffles throughout the evening.
   Following the launch event 
on April 3rd, $1 of every pint 
sold by Mill House Brewing 
Company during Autism 
Acceptance Month will be 
donated to Anderson Center for 
Autism. Mill House will also be 
off ering a select amount of sixtel 
kegs to help spread awareness 
and raise additional funds.
Restaurants and bars who are 
interested in joining Mill House’s 
eff orts to support Anderson 
Center for Autism through sixtel 
donations or by adding the Mr. 
Anderson Ale signature brew 
to their respective menus can 
contact Bishop by email: beer@
m i l l h o u s e b r e w i n g . c o m .
To purchase tickets or learn more, 
visit andersoncenterforautism.
o r g / m r a n d e r s o n .
About Anderson Center for 
Autism
Our mission at Anderson Center 
for Autism is to optimize quality 
of life for individuals with autism.

About Anderson Foundation 
for Autism
Through grantmaking, 
fundraising, and marketing 
initiatives, Anderson Foundation 
for Autism helps support, sustain, 
and expand upon Anderson 
Center for Autism’s eff orts 
to optimize the quality of life 
for individuals with autism.

Executive Metzger’s commitment 
to the arts community in Ulster 
County, and we can all celebrate 
the appointment of Mike 
Jurkovic as our Poet Laureate for 
2025,” said Melissa Dvozenja-
Thomas, Executive Director of 
Arts Mid-Hudson. “Promoting 
poetry across Ulster County 
enriches residents of all ages and 
backgrounds, and we commend 
County Executive Metzger for 
her ongoing support of the arts.”
   Information about the Ulster 
County Poet Laureate and the 
upcoming programs can be found 
at https://www.artsmidhudson.
o r g / u c - p o e t l a u r e a t e

Wallkill Resident from page 1

WHERE  YOU CAN  FIND US  IN COLUMBIA  COUNTY
Germantown Xtra-Mart
Germantown Gulf Station
Bank of Green County - Germantown
Blue Stores Xtra-Mart
Livingston Post Office
All Town Fresh
West Taghkanic Citgo

Church Street Deli Copake
Copake Front Porch Market
Dad’s Copake Diner
Sweet Peas
Hillsdale 4 Brother’s Pizza
Hillsdale Cobble Pond Farms
Freshtown of Hillsdale

Craryville Xtra-Mart
Philmont Cumberland Farms
Claverack Post Office
Cobble Pond Farms Route 9H & 66
Hudson Subway Mobil Station
Wash & Dry Fairview Ave
Plaza Diner

Bank of Greene County - Hudson
Fairview Wine & Spirits
Wash Rite
ShopRite
66 Food Mart
Mountain View Animal Hospital
Trustco Bank - Hudson

The Antique Warehouse
Speedway Gas Station
Hudson Polish Deli
A Cut Beyond
Morabito’s
Restore
Craryville Gulf Station



Hudson River View -  March 2025- 5

57 Old Albany Post Road Rhinebeck, NY 12572
(845) 876-7211

Open Mon-Fri: 8-10am & 4-6pm         Sat & Sun: 8-10am

“Your Pet’s Home Away From Home”

Dog Socialization Boarding
Boarding Accommodations for Cats

Wishing you & your loved ones 
health, safety and happiness!

(845) 876-6008
info@rhinebeckanimalhospital.com

6450 Montgomery St.
Rhinebeck, NY  12572

Since 1979

Sunny PawsSunny Paws
Veterinary ServicesVeterinary Services

Sunnypawsvet@gmail.com
Sunnypawsvet.com

Home Euthanasia Service
Hospice Care

Acupuncture/Chinese Medicine

Dr. Danielle St. Pierre

884455--559977--66997766

Continued on page 7

COUNTRYSIDE ANIMAL
HOSPITAL

“The Care They Deserve”

Here's

$6.00 Off
• Open All Day Saturday • Closed Sunday
• Boarding Available • Grooming Services
2485 Route 9G Staatsburg, NY 12580

(5.7 miles south of the Rt. 9/9G traffic light)

Phone: (845) 876-2552 Fax: (845) 876-3079
www.countrysideanhosp.com

Any Grooming Service In March!

Glaucoma in Dogs 
and Cats
By Julianne Porter, DVM 
  Last month’s article discussed 
a common ocular issue in dogs 
and cats – ulcers, or scratches, on 
the surface of the eye. Another 
condition that affects our pets’ 
eyes is glaucoma. Glaucoma is 
a disease in which the pressure 
inside of the eye, known as 
the intraocular pressure, is 
increased. This can happen 
quickly or gradually over time 
and can lead to blindness and 
pain, which can be extreme. 
  Glaucoma is divided into primary 
and secondary glaucoma. Primary 
glaucoma is considered inherited 
and often affects pure-bred dogs. 
It is rare in cats. Secondary 
glaucoma is caused by an 
underlying disease, either within 
the eye itself, or systemically 
from issues in other parts of 
the body. There can be many 
reasons for secondary glaucoma. 
  When a pet has glaucoma, it can 
occur acutely or develop slowly 
over weeks to months. Common 
signs can include blinking, 
holding the eye closed, redness 
in the sclera (the white part of 
the eye), discharge from the eye, 
or a blue tint associated with 
the cornea. Blindness is often 
a consequence, but it doesn’t 
always occur right away. If only 
one eye is affected, vision deficits 
might not be noticed immediately 
as the other eye is compensating. 
Glaucoma can also be painful 
and cause headaches, which 
often manifests as the pet acting 
lethargic or sleepy. The eye with 
glaucoma can also be noticeably 
bigger than the other eye, but that 
often occurs when the glaucoma 
has been occurring for a long time. 
  If glaucoma is suspected, your 
pet will typically receive a full 
physical exam as well as an 
ophthalmic exam. Diagnosis 
is often made via the use of 

tonometry. This will measure 
the intraocular pressure (IOP) to 
determine if the pressure within 
one or both eyes are elevated. 
If glaucoma is suspected, your 
veterinarian may advise on further 
diagnostics or even a referral 
to an ophthalmologist to try to 
determine the underlying cause 
and therefore the most effective 
treatment. Treatment is often 
initiated right away to try to save 
the pet’s vision and relieve the 
pressure and pain they are feeling. 
  Treatment is often divided into 
4 categories: treatment of acute, 
severe elevation of pressure; 
medical management of chronic 
glaucoma; surgical therapy 
for eyes that still have vision 
(or potential to regain vision); 
and surgical therapy of chronic 
glaucoma in eyes that are blind. 
Sometimes, surgery and medical 
therapy must be combined 
when medical management 
alone is unsuccessful. Medical 
management typically involves 
eye drops, because systemic 
medications (oral or injection) 
will not reach the eye. There 
are various surgical techniques, 
most of which are performed by 
a veterinary ophthalmologist. 
If the pet’s glaucoma is unable 
to be controlled with medical 
management and the eye is 
no longer visual, enucleation 
(removal of the eye) is often 
considered to relieve the pain 
associated with glaucoma. 
Treatment also needs to 
consider the underlying 
cause, if one can be identified. 
  Prognosis varies, but the 
prognosis for primary glaucoma 
is unfortunately guarded. Most 
treatments can only stabilize, 
not cure, and the eyes eventually 
lose their vision. Sometimes 
treating the unaffected eye 
prophylactically can significantly 
delay or even prevent the 
onset of glaucoma in that eye. 
The prognosis for secondary 

glaucoma depends on the 
underlying cause and whether 
it can be effectively treated 
or managed. Glaucoma can 
develop and change quickly and 
can lead to permanent damage. 
If your dog or cat exhibits the 
symptoms mentioned above, 
the safest thing to do is to 
check with your veterinarian.

Acorn is a beautiful calico and gray tiger
female teenager. She is a very fun little
kitty that enjoys playing with cat toys. She
is affectionate and is always purring with
contentment. Acorn likes to interact with
her foster family. She is even comfortable
living with two dogs in her foster home.
Acorn was born around July 20, 2024. She
is fully vetted and ready for adoption. She
is spay, negative for feline leukemia and
aids, vaccines are up to date, and

dewormed. Complete an online application at www.pant.org under
“Adoption Center.” If you would like more information, you can send an
email to info@PANT.org or call (845) 486-7075.

About Anderson Foundation 
for Autism
Through grantmaking, 
fundraising, and marketing 
initiatives, Anderson Foundation 
for Autism helps support, sustain, 
and expand upon Anderson 
Center for Autism’s efforts 
to optimize the quality of life 
for individuals with autism.

Executive Metzger’s commitment 
to the arts community in Ulster 
County, and we can all celebrate 
the appointment of Mike 
Jurkovic as our Poet Laureate for 
2025,” said Melissa Dvozenja-
Thomas, Executive Director of 
Arts Mid-Hudson. “Promoting 
poetry across Ulster County 
enriches residents of all ages and 
backgrounds, and we commend 
County Executive Metzger for 
her ongoing support of the arts.”
   Information about the Ulster 
County Poet Laureate and the 
upcoming programs can be found 
at https://www.artsmidhudson.
o r g / u c - p o e t l a u r e a t e

Help Us Help Them-
The Columbia-Greene Humane 
Society/SPCA (CGHS/SPCA) 
is asking the public for their 
help. The shelter’s food bank, 
which provides nearly 50,000 
pounds of free food to the public 
each year, is running very low 
on dry cat and dog food. The 
CGHS/SPCA food bank is an 
essential tool in helping families 
who are experiencing financial 
hardship to feed their pets and, 
by doing so, avoiding the need 
to surrender them to the shelter.
Anyone can donate by either 
bringing dry food to the shelter, 
having food delivered to the 
shelter, or sending a donation 
to the main food bank location 
at CGHS/SPCA Food Bank, 
111 Humane Society Road, 
Hudson, NY, 12534 and 
allowing us to purchase food. 
The food bank is open every 
day from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Please remember that all 
donations are tax-deductible, and 
all donations are appreciated.
For more information, please 
call (518) 828-6044 ext. 100 
or email info@cghs.org.

WHAT: “The Blessing 
of the Animals”
WHERE: Third Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 31 Livingston 
St., Rhinebeck, N.Y. 12572
WHEN:      Saturday, May 17th, 
Noon to 4pm with a Rain Date 
of Sunday, May 18th, 1pm to 5pm
WHY:  To strengthen the human-
animal bond by celebrating 
the 110th anniversary of 
“Be Kind to Animals Week”
HOW: This is a free, outdoors, 
family fun event.  Bring your 
pet for an individual hands-
on blessing from Pastor James 
Miller and meet the Ambassador 
Animals who are exhibiting 
with their caregivers.  This 
is an afternoon meant to 
educate and build compassion 
for all living creatures.
On Saturday, May 17th at 
noon, the Third Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Rhinebeck 
will be hosting their annual, 
“The Blessing of the Animals”. 
This celebration corresponds 
with “Be Kind to Animals 
Week”, a 110-year-old 
American tradition. It is the 
oldest commemorative week 
in United States history, started 
by AMERICAN*HUMANE. 
This organization was founded 
in 1877 and is committed to 
ensuring the safety, welfare 
and well-being of animals.
   Our 6-foot community “Pet 
Remembrance Tree” is dedicated 
to the California wildfire victims. 
People are invited to adorn the 
tree with loving tributes to their 
pets who have passed.  Items 
such as pet toys, leashes, photos, 
notes, paw prints, cards and other 

tributes may be placed on the tree 
in memory of loving companions.
   This year’s “The Blessing 
of the Animals” honors the 
LA firefighters and animal 
rescue groups whose heroic 
efforts helped save the lives 
of many dogs, cats, horses, 
peacocks, pigs, chickens and 
assorted wildlife. Our 2025 
“Pet Remembrance Tree” is 
dedicated to those animals who 
met an untimely “Journey’s End” 
because of the historic California 
wildfires.  Many animal rescue 
groups have stepped forward 
to provide shelter, medical 
attention and other ongoing 
disaster responses.  Their work 
continues and donations are 
urgently needed.  For this reason, 
the BISSELL Pet Foundation 
(BPF) is this year’s charity of 
choice.  BPF maintains open 
communications with over 7,000 
shelter partners and responds 
swiftly to emergencies.  To raise 
much needed funds BISSELL 
Inc. has generously donated four 
top-of-the-line vacuums from 
their Pet Pro Carpet Cleaning 

line to be used as raffle prizes. 
There thus are four chances to 
win one of the vacuums with the 
tickets being $5.00 each.  Direct 
donations are greatly appreciated 
and can be made through their 
Venmo account, @bissellpets 
or website, https://www.
bissellpetfoundation.org/donate.  
All donations are tax deductible.
   “The Blessing” is a hands-
on, individual experience 
administered by Pastor James 
Miller.  All furred, finned, 
feathered and scaled friends 
are invited to attend with their 
companion humans. All animal 
guests must be properly escorted, 
leashed, kenneled, harnessed, 
etc. This is an outdoor event.
   In addition to “The Blessing” 
the church’s great lawn will be 
filled with community-based 
rescue services and shelter 
organizations. Visitors, with or 
without pet escorts, can meet 
and interact with Ambassador 
Animals and learn more about pet 
and wildlife care.  Countryside 
Animal Hospital is sponsoring a 
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Individuals Supported by In 
Flight’s Day Programming Smiling 
After Recieving Their Carnations 

Thanks to Generous Donors

ANN’S ELECTROLYSIS 

www.AnnesElectrolysis.com  

GENERAL & MEDICAL
DERMATOLOGY

COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY

CRAIG AUSTIN, M.D.
ASSOCIATE CLINICAL PROFESSOR / Mount Sinai Medical School / Dermatology

RHINEBECK LOCATION
(845) 516-6500 / 6565 Spring Brook Ave / Suite 11 / Rhinebeck NY 12572

FISHKILL LOCATION
(845) 896-6669 / 200 Westage Business Center Dr. / Suite 231 / Fishkill NY 12524

http://www.craigaustindermatology.com

CRAIG AUSTIN DERMATOLOGYCRAIG AUSTIN DERMATOLOGY
EVENIN

G &
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TMENT
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Now Offering PDT (Photodynamic Therapy)
for the treatment of Actinic Keatoses

(precancers) and Anti-Aging
Call Our Office for More Informaiton

Now Offering PDT (Photodynamic Therapy)
for the treatment of Actinic Keatoses

(precancers) and Anti-Aging
Call Our Office for More Informaiton

GENERAL & MEDICAL
DERMATOLOGY

COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY

Naturalist volunteer through the 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Columbia and Greene Counties.
   Tim will give a presentation 
on “Creating a Native Pollinator 
Garden.” Want to support 
pollinators and other critters by 
replacing some of your lawn 
with native perennial gardens? 
This talk will focus on how 
to simply and easily eliminate 
turf, and naturally create and 
maintain beautiful new beds, 
or expand existing planting 
areas. It will also cover how to 
select hardy perennial (in many 
cases deer-resistant) plants for 
multiple seasons of bloom.
   The meeting is open to the 
public. New members are 
always welcome. Refreshments 
will be served. For more 
information, please call Irene 
Clum, at 518-537-4793.
   The Germantown Garden Club 
is a member of the Federated 
Garden Clubs of NYS, Inc. and 
National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Learn How to Support 
Pollinators from page 2

IN FLIGHT, INC. 
CELEBRATES 
THE SUCCESS 
OF SWEETHEART 
AUCTION, RAISING 
OVER $1,500 
   In Flight, Inc. is thrilled to 
announce the success of its 
annual Sweetheart Auction and 
Give a Carnation initiative, which 
together raised over $1,500 to 
support programs empowering 
individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. 
Thanks to the generosity of our 
community, the event not only 
raised critical funds but also 
spread joy and connection just 
in time for Valentine’s Day.
   The Sweetheart Auction featured 
a variety of exciting packages 
and experiences, generously 
donated by local businesses and 
community members. We extend 
our deepest gratitude to Janelli 
Security, Petals and Moss, Bella 
Fiori Floral Co., Wing’s Castle, 
Cavallo Fine Jewelry, Haven Spa, 
Kingston Fine Jewelry, Massage 
Heights in Kingston, Beekman 

Arms & Delamater Inn, Karen’s 
Flower Shop, Gentle Mountain 
Massage, Mirror Lake Retreat, 
Woodstock Farm Sanctuary, 
and the Catskill Carver for 
their incredible contributions 
that made this auction possible.
   The Give a Carnation 
initiative, made possible by 
the kindness of Petals and 
Moss and Bella Fiori Floral 
Co., brought heartfelt smiles 

to the individuals we support. 
Through the generosity of our 
supporters, beautiful carnations 
were delivered to programs 
across In Flight, Inc., ensuring 
that everyone felt love and 
appreciation this Valentine’s Day.
   “Our Sweetheart Auction and 
Give a Carnation campaign truly 
captured the spirit of the season,” 
said Jill Rodriquez, Director of 
Philanthropy & External Affairs 
at In Flight, Inc. “The love and 
support from our community 
allow us to continue providing 
life-changing programs that 
empower individuals with I/DD to 
reach for their hopes and dreams.”
   The success of this campaign 
reaffirms the power of community 
and kindness in making a 
difference. In Flight, Inc. looks 
forward to continuing its mission 
of providing individuals with the 
skills and support they need to 
live independent, fulfilling lives. 
The success of the Sweetheart 
Auction and Give a Carnation 
initiative is a testament to 
the power of community 
support in making a difference.
   For more information about 
In Flight, Inc. and how to get 
involved, please visit inflightinc.
org or follow us on social media.
About In Flight, Inc.
In Flight, Inc. is a local nonprofit 
organization that empowers 
people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, reach 
for their hopes and dreams, and 
support a meaningful quality 
of life. The organization has 
programming and services in 
Dutchess, Columbia, Greene, 
and Ulster Counties. For more 
information about In Flight, Inc, 

Individuals in In Flight’s Red 
Hook I-SAIL Program Smiling 

After Recieving Their Carnations 
Thanks to Generous Donors

please contact Jill Rodriquez 
at (845) 835-6060 x190 or 
jrodriquez@inflightinc.org.

Day of Puppetry 2025
   The Arts Mid-Hudson Folk 
Arts Program and Paper Heart 
Puppets second Hudson Valley 
Puppetry Festival to the Mid-
Hudson region, starting with a 
Day of Puppetry on March 22, 
2025, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at the Academy 33 Academy St, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 (plenty 
of free parking across the street).
   This family-friendly event 
features puppet theaters from 
around the region sharing puppets, 
explaining puppet mechanics, 
and make-and-take activities 
for all. This event is part of the 
celebrations for the International 
Day of Puppetry. Puppetry 
theaters for the Day of Puppetry 
include Paper Heart Puppets, 
Artistree, Up in Arms, Cactus 
Head Puppets, Arm of the 
Sea, Robert Rogers, Redwing 
Blackbird, Wonderspark Puppets, 
The Chrysalis Puppet Theater 
Workshop, and the Peekskill 
Middle School Shadow Puppets. 
   There are a number of 
restaurants within walking 
distance of the Academy, 
so plan to make a day of it. 
   The Day of Puppetry is the 
opening event for the 2025 
Hudson Valley Puppetry Festival 
which runs from March 22nd 
(World Puppetry Day) to April 
26th (National Puppetry Day). For 
information about other festival 
events: artsmidhudson.org/hvpf
   The Hudson Valley Puppet 
Festival 2025 is partially funded 

Continued on page 7
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“Serving Dutchess, Ulster and 
Columbia County since 2004” 

 
Specializing in Hardwood Flooring 

 
Wide Plank, Unfinished & Prefinished  

Solid & Engineered 
Carpet, Vinyl Plank & Tile 

Cork, Marmoleum  
Porcelain Tile & Natural Stone 

Dr. Hoffman Dermatology
4 Crumwold Place, Hyde Park, NY

845-229-2990

drhoffmandermatology.com

We Are Now Open Mondays,
Tuesdays & Thursdays

Welcoming
New Patients

Medical and Cosmetic 
Dermatology

Skin Cancer Screenings 
Dermatologic Surgery

Cosmetic Procedures Offered:
PRP for Hair Restoration

Microneedling for
Facial Rejuvenation and

Acne Scarring
PDT for Actinic Keratoses

Nadine Bedrosian PA-C

CONWAY’S LAWN & POWER EQUIP., inc.

      Route 9   7235 South Broadway
      Red Hook, NY 12571 • 758-8134

Mon-Fri 7:30 am-5:00 pm
Saturday til 1pm

Visit us at:
www.conwaysusa.com

Sales, Service, Parts and Accessories
SNAPPER, TORO, STIHL, BRIGGS & STRATTON,

KOHLER, KAWASAKI
• Air Filters
• Axle Bolts
• Ball Joints
• Batteries
• Bearings
• Belts
• Blades

• Cables
• Carburetor Kits
• Clutches
• Chain
• Control Cables
• Drive Disc
• Engines

• Floats
• Flywheel Keys
• Fuel Caps
• Fuel Filters
• Fuel Shut-offs
• Gas line
• Gaskets
• Goggles
• Handles
• Hitch Pins
• Idler Pulleys

• Ignition Keys
• In-Line Filters
• Mufflers
• Mulching Blades
• Nylon Rope
• Oil
• Oil Filters
• Oil Seats
• Piston Rings
• Pulleys
• Regulators
• Rewind Springs
• Short Blocks
• Spark Plugs
• Stop Switches
• Tires
• Trimmer line
• Tubes

Conway’s Your Local
Professional Lawn

& Power
Equipment Dealer.

OVERHEARD
OFTEN AT CONWAY’S
“Yeah, we’ve got

that...”

We Are
Proud To

Honor The
FAVOR
Program

Conway’s
in 

Business 
46 Years!       

free “Ask the Vet” table to answer 
questions about medical issues, 
general care and grooming.
 Current List of Exhibitors
ANIMAL FARM 
FOUNDATION - a 501c3 
charity, AFF was founded in 1985 
and built on the principle that “all 
dogs are individuals”.  Promoting 
animal and human welfare their 
focus is to help people and pets in 
their communities by supporting 
local shelter programs, rescuing 
and placing at risk breeds, esp. 
pit bulls.  Their “Old Friend” 
program focuses on senior shelter 
dogs. Their Ambassador Animal 
will be an adoptable “Old Friend”.
BLIND DOG RESCUE 
ALLIANCE - one of their 
missions is to place blind canines 
in loving homes.  Being visually 
challenged does not inhibit a dog’s 
ability to live rewarding lives and 
be loving companions.  Their 
Ambassador Animal is Hazel.
COUNTRYSIDE ANIMAL 
HOSPITAL - Free “Ask the 
Vet” table.  A mainstay of the 
community, providing quality 
care throughout the life of your 
dog, cat or pocket pet.  They 
will be waiting to answer 
questions so bring your list!
DR. LAURA JAWORSKI 
AND LAZARUS  - Dr. Laura 
is a veterinarian, wildlife 
rehabilitator, educator and 
falconer.   At her table folks 
can meet and greet Raptor 
Ambassador Lazarus, an eight-
year-old Eurasian eagle owl.  
HOLLY MENTZER - is a 
board-certified music therapist 

working for Hudson Valley 
Hospice.  Uniquely trained, Holly 
knows the power of music.  It 
enhances the lives of homebound 
patients and calms anxious 
pets.  She will be playing her 
portable harp at “The Blessing”.
HOPE FARM ANIMAL 
RESCUE, INC - a 501c3, their 
mission is to rescue farm animals 
and provide them with a safe 
place to heal and thrive.  Their 
van is always filled with amazing 
residents that children can play 
with and learn about.  Their 
Ambassador Animal is Rosie, a 
200 plus pound pot belly pig ...  
her favorite treats are lollipops.
HOPE FOR DOGS PR - a 
501c3, their mission is to rescue 
and rehabilitate homeless and 
at-risk dogs from Puerto Rico. 
Once in the US, they have a 
second chance for a nurturing 
home and stress-free life.  They 
will have several Ambassador 
Puppies for adoption.
P.A.N.T. - a 501c3, “Partnership 
for Animal Needing Transition” 
is an all-volunteer community 
group working to reduce feral 
and abandoned cat populations.  
They support early neuter 
and spay while maintaining 
an ongoing TNR (trap, neuter 
and return) program.  They 
will have several Ambassador 
Felines looking for loving homes 
PET DIVISION of 4-H - a 501c3, 
the 4-H Small Animal Project 
allows youth to learn about the 
life history, management and 
care of a pet of their choice: birds, 
guinea pigs, rabbits dogs and 
even bugs!  The project covers 
all aspects of pet care: selection, 

feeding, health, etc. Raising these 
pets in the 4-H Pet Division helps 
kids develop important life skills 
for future success. Come meet 
the members and learn more 
about their Ambassador Animals.
STATE POLICE CANINE 
UNIT - The New York State 
department’s participation is 
always a very exciting addition.  
From the moment the transport 
vehicle arrives everyone is 
eager to meet the team, 2 and 
4-legged officers.  Working 
members of the canine unit, 
these partners provide a great 
opportunity to answer questions 
about their important role in 
keeping the community safe. 
THE SOUTHLANDS 
FOUNDATION - a 501c3, this 
focal point of the Rhinebeck 
equestrian community will 
be highlighting many of their 
interactive programs.  One of 
special note is “Mommy & 
Me”.  Starting at 3 years of age 
children, accompanied by a 
parent learn how to approach, 
care for, respect and share 
their lives with horses. The 
Foundation has many programs 
to accommodate all age groups 
and all levels of riders.  Their 
Equine Ambassador is Casey. 

WHAT” The Blessing of the 
Animals from page 5

Day of Puppetry 2025
   The Arts Mid-Hudson Folk 
Arts Program and Paper Heart 
Puppets second Hudson Valley 
Puppetry Festival to the Mid-
Hudson region, starting with a 
Day of Puppetry on March 22, 
2025, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at the Academy 33 Academy St, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 (plenty 
of free parking across the street).
   This family-friendly event 
features puppet theaters from 
around the region sharing puppets, 
explaining puppet mechanics, 
and make-and-take activities 
for all. This event is part of the 
celebrations for the International 
Day of Puppetry. Puppetry 
theaters for the Day of Puppetry 
include Paper Heart Puppets, 
Artistree, Up in Arms, Cactus 
Head Puppets, Arm of the 
Sea, Robert Rogers, Redwing 
Blackbird, Wonderspark Puppets, 
The Chrysalis Puppet Theater 
Workshop, and the Peekskill 
Middle School Shadow Puppets. 
   There are a number of 
restaurants within walking 
distance of the Academy, 
so plan to make a day of it. 
   The Day of Puppetry is the 
opening event for the 2025 
Hudson Valley Puppetry Festival 
which runs from March 22nd 
(World Puppetry Day) to April 
26th (National Puppetry Day). For 
information about other festival 
events: artsmidhudson.org/hvpf
   The Hudson Valley Puppet 
Festival 2025 is partially funded 

by a grant from the Robert R. 
Chapman Fund of the Community 
Foundation of the Hudson Valley, 
a grant from the Ann and Abe 
Efron Fund of the Community 
Foundation of the Hudson Valley, 
and a Cook/Marks Fund Grant. 
   Brad Shur is the founder 
and lead artist of Paper Heart 
Puppets, based in Poughkeepsie, 
New York. For over twenty 
years, Brad has been creating 
and touring original puppetry 
productions that combine ancient 
traditions with innovative ways 
of connecting with audiences 
using puppets of all sizes, 
materials, and disciplines.
The Academy is a premiere 
event space in Poughkeepsie. 

Continued on page 7
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RHINEBECK 
GARDEN CLUB 
MONTHLY MEETING 
2025
Wednesday, March 26, 10am-
noon. Rhinebeck Village 
Hall, 76 E. Market Street. 
Program: “Biodiversity in Your 
Backyard: The Hudson Valley 
Pollinator Action Guide”. 
Presenter: Avalon Bunge, 

The Germantown 
Garden Club
Held its first meeting on the year 
on February 25 at the Germantown 
library. Members reviewed the 
2025 budget and yearbook. Two 
new members were welcomed 
to the group - Bel Casivant and 
Robin Raskin.  The next meeting 
will be held on Saturday, March 
22 at the library.  For more 
information, contact President 
Irene Clum at 518-567-2191.’

Partners in Climate Action.  
Refreshments will be served.  
Visitors are welcome.  
For information about this 
meeting, or to become a member 
call Sue at (845) 797-3226

Bel Casivant, President Clum, 
Robin Raskin
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God’s Corner

FIRST BAPTIST  
CHURCH 

OF RHINEBECK 
“Experience Peace and Hope in an  

Atmosphere of Faith Love and Worship”  
Join us for our children’s Bible club and Youth Group  

on Friday nights at 6:30pm!  
 Call or email us for more details!  

Christ Centered Bible Teaching, Fellowship and Worship   
Located at 9 Astor Drive, Rhinebeck 

Phone: 845-876-4300   www.firstbcrhinebeck.org 
Sunday Morning Service 10:30am 

Wednesday Night Prayer Service 7:00pm 
Youth Nights on Fridays at 6:30pm 

884455--770066--77221111 
884455--770066--77221111 
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Lutheran Parish of
Northern Dutchess

elcome

 Join us at one of our churches for 
worship this Sunday 

Three Loving congregations of the ELCA

Memorial Lutheran - 8:30 am
1232 Rte. 308, Rhinebeck
Third Lutheran - 9:45 am
31 Livingston, Rhinebeck
St. Paul’s Lutheran - 11:00 am

to our Churches
Rev. James Miller, Pastor

Parish Office: 845-876-4471 7412 So. Broadway, Red Hook 
Visit us on our Facebook page or www.lutheranparishnortherndutchess.org

Lutheran Parish
Northeran Dutchess

March is a fresh new month to share with
family and friends during Sunday worship
Memorial Lutheran - 8:30 am
1232 Rte. 308, Rhinebeck
Third Lutheran - 9:45 am
31 Livingston, Rhinebeck
St. Paul’s Lutheran - 11:00 am
7412 So. Broadway, Red Hook

Rev. James Miller, Pastor
Parish Office: 8455-876-4471
Visit us on facebook page or www.lutheranparishnortherndutchess.org

What’s a Testimony?
By Naomi Fata

Have you ever been in a 
church or a meeting where there 
was a time of “testimony”? Or in 
faith circles, felt uncomfortable 
with the encouragement to 
share your “testimony”?

Maybe it feels like 
you have to have all the right 
words to impress those in the 
crowd, or you are afraid of 
saying the wrong thing. In a 
court of law, the witnesses give 
testimony to what they know and 
observe about a case. Perhaps 
they are an eyewitness giving 
testimony about what they saw. 
Or maybe they are a forensic 
analyzer called to give testimony 
about their observations and 
conclusions of the evidence.

How does this have 
anything to do with giving 
testimony of our faith? Perhaps 
we overcomplicate it. To be 
a witness for Christ, simply 
means that we tell the story 
or testimony of what He has 
done, like the words of Psalms 
66:16 “Come and hear, all you 
who fear God; let me tell you 
what he has done for me.”

Last month’s article 
briefl y discussed the narrative 
perspective we use. Often, we 
forget God has a much bigger 
story. He is writing more than 
just the events of our lives. 
Frequently, I think of the Israelites 
who were in slavery in Egypt for 
400 years. The sheer length of 
time puts a pit in my stomach. 
Generation after generation, 
they wondered when God would 
show up. I wonder how those 
generations who lived during that 
400-year period of slavery spoke 
about the goodness of God.

Finding answers to the 
questions of suff ering—the pain 
of our stories—it’s hard! Yet the 
words of Psalm 46:10 soothe my 
soul, “Be still and know that I 
am God.” To still the wandering 
mind from speculation about 
the past or the future. To still 
the thoughts long enough to 
sit silently before a Holy God, 
allowing His goodness and 
faithfulness to fi ll the empty 
places of pain in my own soul; as 
God Himself heals and restores 
in a way that only He can.

Isn’t this the testimony? 
That He is good. That He showed 
up, fi lling my heart with His 
peace. Sometimes it takes years to 
see the circumstance change, but 
as I wrote in Stitching Your Story 
Piece by Peace, “Focusing on the 
faithfulness of God is a choice 
that will ultimately have power 

over our doubts. We must settle 
the belief in our own minds—do 
we doubt, or do we believe God?”

As we hold our own 
perspective lightly, may we 
pray like the apostle Paul, that 
the eyes of our hearts may be 
enlightened in order that we 
may know the hope to which He 
has called you, the riches of His 
glorious inheritance in His holy 
people, and His incomparably 
great power for us who 
believe. (Ephesians 1:18-19)

He opens the eyes of 
our hearts and stills us with His 
peace. This is our testimony!
  March 8th, 2025, from 1-3PM, 
the Red Hook Thrift Store will be 
hosting a book signing for Naomi’s 
new book Stitching Your Story 
Piece by Peace. All are welcome. 
7423 S. Broadway, Red Hook. 

THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST:  THE ALPHA 
AND THE OMEGA 
“I Am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and ending, saith 
the Lord, which is, and which 
was, and which is to come, the 
Almighty” (Revelation 1:8).
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST: 
PERFECT GOD-PERFECT MAN
   Four places in the Book of 
Revelation the Lord Jesus Christ 
is called the Alpha and the Omega 
(Revelation 1:8, 1:11, 21:6, and 
22:13).  Alpha is the fi rst letter in 
the Greek Alphabet and Omega is 
the last letter.  It is clearly stated 
in God’s Word that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the beginning and 
the ending and He is everything 
in between.  The Book of Isaiah 
called Jehovah the fi rst and the 
last. “Hearken unto me, Jacob and 
Israel, my called; I am he; I am 
the fi rst, I am also the last” (Isaiah 
48:12).  Comparing Revelation 
1:11 to Isaiah 48:12 we can see that 
the fi rst and the last is mentioned 
of both Jehovah and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We know that from John 
1:1 that Jesus Christ is God.  “In 
the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God” (John 1:1).  The 
Word is Jesus Christ.    He became 
a man when Mary conceived in her 
womb Jesus.  He was conceived 
not of man, but when the Holy 
Spirit came upon Mary (Luke 
1:35).  As a result of this miracle the 
Word was made fl esh (John 1:14).  
Jesus Christ is Perfect God-Perfect 
Man. The Deity Jesus Christ is 
a Biblical truth that is essential 
to the foundation of Christianity.
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
LIVED A PERFECT LIFE!
   Jesus lived a perfect life. He never 

sinned. He is the only one that lived 
on the Earth that never sinned.  As 
you read through the four Gospels 
you will note how Jesus spoke 
with authority, did many miracles 
and many mighty works.  He 
reached out with compassion to 
those in need. He stood up against 
the false teaching of the religious 
leaders.  He lived a humble life, 
but a very powerful life of purpose.  
He is the Alpha and the Omega.    
WHY CHRIST JESUS CAME 
INTO THE WORLD!
   The Apostle Paul wrote under 
the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, “This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom I am chief” 
(1 Timothy 1:15).  Like Paul I am 
sure we all can say that we are chief 
sinners.  God’s Word says, “For all 
have sinned, and come short of the 
Glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  We 
are in need of salvation. The 
only way a person can be saved 
(becoming a genuine Christian) 
is by believing on and receiving 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Personal 
Savior and Lord. “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
A WONDERFUL CHANGE 
OCCURS IN THE 
BELIEVER’S LIFE! 
   When a person comes to know 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Personal 
Savior and Lord they are Born 
Again.  “Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must be born again” 
(John 3:7).  Things immediately 
change in a person’s life.  A 
wonderful change occurs in a 
person’s life when they come to 
know Christ.  “Therefore, if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are 
become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).
JESUS CHRIST IS WITH THE 
BELIEVER FOREVER!
   When a person knows the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their Personal 
Savior and Lord they receive 
the Holy Spirit.  The Lord Jesus 

said, “Even the Spirit of truth; 
whom the world cannot receive, 
because he seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him: but ye know him: 
for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be  in you” (John 14:17).  As 
a result of the Holy Spirit living 
in  the Believer, He enables the 
Believer to live a life of victory 
life.  A life that obeys and pleases 
God.  The Spirit of God will abide 
with the Believer forever.  Blessed 
assurance Jesus is mine!
NOW IS THE DAY OF 
SALVATION!
   “For he saith, I have heard thee 
in time accepted, and in the day of 
salvation have I succoured (helped) 
thee: behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). The 
Lord Jesus Christ paid the price 
in full for our sins on the Cross and 
Rose in Victory over death and the 
grave.  Jesus is Alive!  Salvation 
is a gift of God’s grace off ered to 
all that believe on Him and receive 
Him into their life as Personal 
Savior and Lord (Ephesians 2:8,9). 
I trust that you will come to the Lord 
Jesus Christ today.  If you would 
like to know more about the Alpha 
and the Omega and what it means 
to be a Christian, please contact us.  
We are here to help and support 
you.  We have excellent Christian 
material for all ages.  If you would 
like to know more about the 
Ministries at GBFC, please contact 
us by Email at fdcirone@aol.
com or by telephone at (845) 876-
2122 or (845) 876-6923. Grace 
Bible Fellowship Church is a 
Local Independent Bible Church 
located at the intersection of 
Route 9 & Route 9G, 1/4 mile 
north on Route 9 in Rhinebeck, 
NY.  Frank L. Cirone, Pastor.

Sunday
Services
10:45 am

and
6:00 pm

ARE YOU
READY?
JESUS IS
COMING!

Grace Bible
Fellowship Church

Located at the
intersection of
Rte 9 & Rte 9G,
Rhinebeck, NY
(1/4 mile north on
Route 9 in the town

of Rhinebeck)
845-876-2122

For information about Grace Bible
Fellowship Church, please call (845)

876-6923 or (845) 876-2122 or email us:
fdcirone@aol.com

Sunday School (For All Ages & Adult
Classes) 9:30-10:30 am

Women’s Bible Study: Mondays,
7:00-8:20 pm. The Epistle of James.

Grace Bible Institute: Mondays,
7:00-8:20 pm. The Epistle of James.

Mid-Week Prayer Meeting: Wednesdays
at 7:00 pm

Bible Study for All: Tuesdays at 11:00 am
American History Class: Thursdays,

1:30-2:45 pm
Children & Teen Ministry: Fridays,

6:45-8:30 pm, Ages 4-18
Men’s Bible Study: Saturdays at 7:00 am
If you would like more information on the

Ministries offered at GBFC contact us.

Freedom Plains 
United Presbyterian 
Church
March 5 - In the Archives 
of Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation - Freedom Plains 
United Presbyterian Church, 
1168 Rte. 55, Lagrangeville, 
NY 12540. Christy and Erin 
of Relics in Situ will join us 
again to present a lecture on the 
Archives. They will take into 
the Bruton Heights Education 
Center to view rarely seen 
treasures from an embroiderer’s 
point of view. Skyllkill, a local 
chapter of the Embroiderer’s 
Guild of America, presents this 
program beginning at 12:30pm. 
Join other needleworkers for fun 
and learning beginning at 10am 
or come for this program only 
beginning at 12:30. For more 
information visit www.facebook.
com/SkyllkillEGA or email 
EGASkyl lk i l l@gmai l .com.

PHILIPSE 
MANOR HALL 
HOSTS RUSSELL 
SHORTO ON NEW 
BOOK “TAKING 
MANHATTAN”
    Philipse Manor Hall State 
Historic Site and the Friends of 
Philipse Manor Hall are excited 
to host Russell Shorto, author 
of the best-selling Island at the 
Center of the World, on Saturday, 
March 8, 2025 at 4:00 p.m. for an 
evening celebrating the release of 
his new book Taking Manhattan: 
The Extraordinary Events that 
Created New York and Shaped 
America (out March 4, 2025). 
Shorto will talk about his book, 
highlighting the experiences of 
women for International Women’s 
Day, then stay afterwards for a 
book signing. Optional wine & 
cheese event with Russell Shorto 
to follow. The talk will also be 
broadcast virtually via WebEx.
   In 1664, the English wrested 
control of New Netherland 
from the Dutch, completing a 
burgeoning colonial empire that 
stretched from New England to 
Virginia. Locals like the Philipse 
family went from Dutch to 
English with the stroke of a pen. 
But while politics can change 
in an instant, cultural change 
takes much longer. Join us for a 
talk with Russell Shorto on his 
new book. Bristling with vibrant 
characters, Taking Manhattan 
reveals the founding of New 
York to be an invention, the 
result of creative negotiations 
that would blend the multiethnic, 
capitalistic society of New 
Amsterdam with the power of the 
rising English empire. The book 
draws from newly translated 
materials and illuminates 
neglected histories — of religious 
refugees, Indigenous tribes, 
and free and enslaved Africans.
   In honor of International 
Women’s Day and Women’s 
History Month, Shorto will 
also highlight the impact of 
this change on the colony’s free 
women, like Philipse family 
matriarch Margaret Hardenbroek, 
as they went from Dutch citizens 
and business owners with 
numerous legal rights, to the 
virtual property of their now-
English husbands and fathers.
   Taking Manhattan tells the 
riveting story of the birth of 
New York City as a center of 
capitalism and pluralism, a 
foundation from which America 
would rise. It also shows how 
the paradox of New York’s 
origins — boundless opportunity 
coupled with subjugation 
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Ace® Steel Tine Rake 
or Poly Tine Rake
74978, 7502917

Ace® 
Fiberglass 
Handle Yard & 
Garden Tools
7011414, 7012818, 
7012859, 7011273

Rhinebeck  |  Hudson  |  Hopewell Junction  |  Tannersville  |  Red Hook  |  Pleasant Valley  |  High Falls845-876-WOOD   |  www.williamslumber.com

Not all eligible products are pictured. See store for more details or go to acehardware.com, type SKU in search bar for full product descriptions.

Red Hot Buys Valid March 1-31

Ace® Bird 
Suet, 11 Oz.
8039377, 8039378, 
8039379, 8039376

139$
SALE

each

YOUR CHOICE YOUR CHOICE

YOUR CHOICE

YOUR CHOICE

1799$
SALE

1899$
SALE

2199$
SALE

1199$
SALE

Ace® Black Oil Sunflower 
Seed, 20 Lb. 
81121

Songbird 
Selections® Bird 
Food, 10 Lb. 
8039227 8039225, 
8039226, 8039229, 
8039234, 8039237 Ace® Wild Bird 

Food, 20 Lb.
81995
$11.00 each. 

22$
SALE

2
FOR

each

each

each

3030$$
Select DEWALT® 20V MAX 
Power Tools
A. Pruning Chain Saw (tool only), 7027274
B. Pruner (tool only), 7029520
C. 22” Hedge Trimmer (tool only), 7037991
D. Handheld Blower (tool only), 7006931
NOT SHOWN: 7422405

ACE REWARDS 
EXCULSIVE

SAVE
INSTANTLY

Ace® 6 Cu. Ft. 
Heavy Duty Poly 
Wheelbarrow
High-density poly tray is impact resistant.
7036611 (Products not included)

Toro® Recycler® 
Max SmartStow® 
Personal Pace® 
Self-Propelled 
Gas Mower
22” cutting deck. 163cc 
engine. Personal Pace 
Auto Drive. Mulch or bag. 
7038655

119$ 99
SALE

549$ 00

A.

B.

D.

C.

Toro® Ultra 340 CFM 
Corded Handheld 
Blower/Vac
7106529
Blower/Vac
7106529

Toro® 60V Max 565 
CFM Handheld 
Blower Kit
7013892

BUY BUY THIS
GET ONEGET ONE
OF THESEOF THESE
FREE

THISTHIS

Toro® Ultra 340 CFM 
Corded Handheld 

FREEFREE

Toro® 60V Max 565 
CFM Handheld 
Blower Kit

$189.99$189.99
value

$189.99$189.99$189.99
up to

Heavy Duty Poly 

High-density poly tray is impact resistant.

Summer Stuff...
Taking it out soon?

 Be Ready for this Spring!
Bring it in for a fresh, new look...

UPHOLSTER IT NOW!UPHOLSTER IT NOW!
Boat Interiors • Auto Interiors • Boat Covers
• Cushions &Outdoor Furniture • Awnings •

SAUSBIER’S INC.SAUSBIER’S INC.
Quality Products At Affordable Prices!

43 Eighth Street
Hudson, NY 12534 518-828-3748

LAST

  C
ALL!

and displacement — refl ects 
America’s promise 
and failure to this day. 
Russell Shorto, author of 
the bestsellers Smalltime, 
Revolution Song, Amsterdam, 
and The Island at the Center of 
the World, is the director of the 
New Amsterdam Project at The 
New York Historical. He lives 
in Maryland. You can learn 
more at www.russellshorto.com.
   Following the talk Shorto will 
be available for a book signing 
and copies of Taking Manhattan 
and Island at the Center of the 
World will be available for 
sale in the Philipse Manor Hall 
gift shop. Copies of Taking 
Manhattan may also be pre-
ordered through the museum.
   Tickets for the in-person talk 
are $30 for Friends of Philipse 
Manor Hall members and $40 
for non-members and include 
museum admission and access 
to the book signing. Tickets 
including the wine and cheese 
event with Russell Shorto are $35 
for Friends members and $55 for 
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non-members. Tickets for virtual 
access are free for Friends of 
Philipse Manor Hall members, 
$30 for non-members, and $10 
for students and educators.
The full schedule as well as 
in-person tickets and virtual 
registration are available at 
https://www.philipsemanorhall.
com/programs-and-events /
taking-manhattan-book-talk-
and-signing-with-russell-shorto
About the Friends of 
Philipse Manor Hall:
The Friends of Philipse 
Manor Hall, Inc. is dedicated 
to supporting and enhancing 
Philipse Manor Hall State 
Historic Site. Friends of Philipse 
Manor Hall off ers a variety of 
events and activities throughout 
the year, from family-friendly 
festivals to lectures, concerts, and 
movie nights. The organization’s 
goal is to foster public interest 
in and support for Philipse 
Manor Hall, to make PMH 
more accessible and inviting 
to the local community, and to 
provide funds and volunteers for 
programs and activities off ered by 
the site staff . Learn more at www.

friendsofphilipsemanorhall.org. 
About Philipse Manor Hall State 
Historic Site
Philipse Manor Hall State 
Historic Site, located at 29 
Warburton Ave., Yonkers, 
NY, 10701, is open for tours 
Wednesdays through Sundays, 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Dating 
back to the 1680s, Philipse Manor 
Hall State Historic Site sits near 
the confl uence of the Nepperhan 
(Saw Mill) and Hudson Rivers, 
the site of a Munsee Lunaape 
village. Used by four generations 
of the Philipse family and worked 
by the people they enslaved as 
well as European tenant farmers, 
the Philipse Manor was once 
over 200,000 acres and helped 
make the Philipse family the 
richest in New York. Loyalists 
during the American Revolution, 
they fl ed to England and the Hall 
was owned by several individuals 
before becoming the Yonkers 
Village Hall and later Yonkers 
City Hall. When a new City 
Hall was built in the early 20th 
century, the house was preserved 
through the generosity of Eva 
Smith Cochran and donated 
to New York State to serve as 
a historic site. Today, Philipse 
Manor Hall State Historic Site 
provides visitors with a balanced 
approach to interpreting the lives 
of Indigenous, European, and 
African people to understand 
the complex relationships that 
took place at the Manor from 
the earliest days of the Dutch 
Colony of New Netherland to 
the American Revolution and 
beyond. Learn more at Philipse 
Manor Hall’s Virtual Wing at 
www.philipsemanorhall.com.
The New York State Offi  ce of 

Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation oversees more 
than 250 parks, historic sites, 
recreational trails, golf courses, 
boat launches and more, and 
welcomes over 88 million 
visitors annually. For more 
information on any of these 
recreation areas, visit parks.
ny.gov, download the free NY 
State Parks Explorer app or call 
518.474.0456. Connect with 
us on Facebook, Instagram, X, 
LinkedIn, the OPRHP Blog
or via the OPRHP Newsroom.

The Acclaimed 
Naghash Ensemble 
of Armenia 
Celebrates Ten Years 
of International 
Performances with 
New Album and Tour 
Stop in Saugerties
Tickets on Sale Now for Concert 
at The Local, March 19.
“A moment of grace and 
meditation” — Rolling Stone
“East meets West and antiquity 
meets modernity” (NPR)
“An enchanting elixir of sounds 
based on new Armenian folk and 
centuries-old poetry” — KEXP

   Celebrating ten years of 
worldwide performances, 
Armenia’s internationally 
acclaimed Naghash Ensemble 
will embark on a North American 
tour in March 2025, performing 
in eight cities across the U.S. 
and Canada, with a stop in 
Saugerties, NY at The Local on 
Wednesday, March 19 at 7 pm. 
   Fifteen years ago and more 
than 5,000 miles away, in the 
little-known ancient country 
of Armenia, Saugerties-based 
Armenian-American composer 
John Hodian was exploring his 
ancestral homeland. Inspired 
by the powerful and timeless 
medieval Armenian poetry he 
discovered, he began to write 
music that brought together the 
earthy spirituality of Armenian 
folk song, new classical music, 
contemporary post-minimalism, 
and the energy of jazz and rock.
   Fast forward fi fteen years, and 
Hodian’s Naghash Ensemble 
is now one of the premiere 
“world music” acts in Europe, 
touring extensively across 
the continent. Featuring three 
exceptional female vocalists 

Continued on page 11
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Dining

Daily Freeman
&

Poughkeepsie 
Journal

28 E. Market St., Red Hook • (845) 758-2666 • Open 6 Days

Voted Best of Hudson Valley
& Zagat Rated

Catering for Parties & Weddings ● Take out order cordially welcome

See our Full Menu at www.Redhookcurryhouse.com

Best Indian Food In The Hudson Valley!

Now open for take-out and inside dining!
Monday - Wednesday: 11:30 - 3:00, 5:00-9:00
Friday: 3:00pm - 9:00pm (Closed for Lunch)

Sat & Sun: 11:30 - 3:00, 5:00-9:00
Closed Thursday

HELP WANTED - APPLY WITHIN

  The HHuuddssoonn  RRiivveerr  VViieeww  
is published monthly  
and distributed on the  

1st Wednesday of the month.  
  The View is  

a Privately owned,  
independent, Partnership 

 publishing business. 
  The View is mailed at the 

Newburgh, NY Post Office to 
homes in the Northwest  
part of Dutchess County.  

Doreen Baretsky, Publisher 
John Vogt, Publisher. 

(518) 828-0333 or  
(518) 929-9579 

hrview@yahoo.com  
The Hudson River View  

accepts no financial  
responsibility for errors  

that occur in  
advertisements beyond  

the cost of the space  
occupied by the error. 

The publishers reserve the  
right to reject any advertising. 
The total editorial content of  

this newspaper does not  
necessarily reflect the  

views/opinions of the owners. 
The advertising and editorial 

content of this paper, in  
whole or in part,  may not be   

reproduced without the explicit 
permission of the publishers. 

46 West
Market St.
Red Hook

845
758-DELI
       (3354)

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 6:00am - 6:00pm
Closed Sundays

Authentic Italian Products!!!
Breakfast & Lunch....

A Variety of Sandwiches including Italian
and not so Italian!

A Salad Bar offering 46 Toppings

Corned Beef & Cabbage 

Ingredients 
3 lb. corned beef brisket with spice packet  
2 bay leaves 
4 sprigs thyme 
1/2 lb. baby potatoes, halved 
4 medium carrots, cut into 2” long pieces, halved if large 
1 small head green cabbage, cut into wedges  
Directions 
Step 1 Place brisket in a large Dutch oven and cover with water. 
Add spice packet, bay leaves, and thyme and place on                
medium-high heat. Bring to a boil, then reduce to a simmer. Cook 
until tender, skimming occasionally and checking every 30 
minutes and adding water if needed, until beef is tender, about 3 
hours and 30 minutes. 
Step 2 Add potatoes and carrots and bring back up to a boil. Cook 
for 15 minutes, then add cabbage and boil 5 minutes more.  
Step 3 Remove meat and drain vegetables. Let meat rest 10 
minutes before slicing against the grain.  

Important Travel Reminder from  
All About Travel. 

Beginning in May of 2025,  
all passengers over 18 

must present a valid REAL ID 
 or your valid passport 

Important Travel Reminder from  
All About Travel. 

Beginning in May of 2025,  
all passengers over 18 

must present a valid REAL ID 
 or your valid passport 

ITALIAN RISTORANTE

Happy Birthday
To: - Gina

- Heidi
- Carl
- Sue
- TJ
- Rich
- Gregorio
- David

- Meaghan
- Rich
- Howie
- Danny
- Dan
- Miranda
- Debbie
- Mark

(845) 876-7711
353 Old Post Rd. (at Route 9G), Rhinebeck, NY

www.CJsRhinebeck.com

WE ARE
OPEN!
CALL FOR

RESERVATIONS

Come Celebrate
St. Patrick’s

Day
March 15, 16 & 17

We Have
Corned Beef &

Cabbage!

- Rache
  O’Farrell
- Popi
- Jeff S.
- Jodi
- Little Joe

NOW
HIRING!

Happy Belated Birthday to Zoe

OWNED & OPERATED BY NEIL & ELIJAH BENDER

6411 MONTGOMERY ST., RHINEBECK, NY
TEL. 845-876-8052

Hours: Tuesday-Sunday 11:30am-9:00pm  Closed Monday

Celebrating over 100 Years of Family Dining

ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE!

WISHING
EVERYONE A

HAPPY
ST. PATRICK’S

DAY

and some of Armenia’s fi nest 
instrumentalists on duduk, oud, 
dhol, and piano, the ensemble 
will be making a very rare 
appearance in North America for 
a series of concerts in the U.S. 
and Canada. Thanks to Hodian’s 
Hudson Valley roots, The 
Naghash Ensemble will perform 
at the wonderfully intimate 
venue, The Local in Saugerties.
Sacred Sounds Inspire 
Some of Armenia’s Most 
Intriguing New Music:
The Story of The Naghash 
Ensemble

   The Naghash Ensemble’s music 
is both ancient and modern, a 
synthesis of sacred tradition 
and contemporary innovation 
that draws deep from Armenia’s 
storied past while pushing 
forward into new uncharted 
terrain. Written by Armenian-
American composer John 
Hodian, the ensemble’s latest 
work, Songs of Wisdom, expands 
on a project that began nearly two 
decades ago with a serendipitous 
encounter at Garni temple in 
Armenia. Hodian heard soprano 
Hasmik Baghdasaryan’s ethereal 
voice reverberating through the 
ancient ruins, which he recalls 
as “the most beautiful sound I’ve 

ever heard.” His determination 
to use Hasmik’s voice in a new 
way would lead to the creation 
of a musical language that 
deftly marries Armenian folk 
traditions, classical music, and 
the minimalism of contemporary 
Western composition. The 
result is music that feels 
timeless—suff used with the 
soul-stirring spirituality of 
Armenian liturgical music but 
framed by a sense of modernity.
   At the heart of the Naghash 
Ensemble’s appeal is the unique 
combination of instrumentation 
and vocal prowess. The 
ensemble’s three extraordinary 
female vocalists—Hasmik 
Baghdasaryan, Tatevik 
Movsesyan, and Shahane 
Zalyan—alongside some of 
Armenia’s fi nest instrumentalists 
on duduk, oud, dhol, and 
piano, create a mesmerizing 
atmosphere that feels at once 
rooted in the past and strikingly 
fresh. In Hodian’s compositions, 
ancient Armenian sacred texts, 
such as the evocative poems of 
exiled medieval priest Mkrtich 
Naghash, are woven into a fabric 
of sound that draws on a diverse 
set of infl uences. As Armenia’s 
most celebrated composer, Tigran 
Mansurian, aptly put it, the music 
of the Naghash Ensemble is 
“the sound of ancient Armenia 
reinvented for the 21st century.”
   The group’s upcoming Songs 
of Wisdom draws inspiration 
from another Armenian medieval 
poet, Kostandin Erznkatsi, whose 
writings, fi lled with admonitions 
and sorrow, pushed Hodian to 
explore new musical terrain. 
These new compositions are 
more rhythmic, intense, and 
emotionally charged but retain 
the haunting melancholy that 
defi nes so much of Armenian 
sacred and folk music. This 
shift in style comes not only 
from the text but from a decade 
of creative evolution, during 
which the ensemble has honed 
its distinctive voice on stages 
across Europe and the world.
   The Naghash Ensemble’s 

performances will showcase 
these new works in North 
America in March 2025, inviting 
listeners to experience the deep 
resonance of Armenia’s ancient 
past through a modern lens. For 
those fortunate enough to witness 
it, this is music that demands to 
be felt as much as it is heard—a 
powerful meditation on the 
continuity of tradition and the 
vitality of artistic reinvention.
The Naghash Ensemble 
is Hasmik Baghdasaryan 
(soprano), Tatevik Movsesyan 
(soprano), Shahane Zalyan (alto), 
Harutyun Chkolyan (duduk), 
Aramayis Nikoghosyan (oud), 

Tigran Hovhannisyan (dhol), 
John Hodian (piano/composer).
Additional Material:
The Naghash Ensemble of 
Armenia Live in Ghent (Video):
https://youtu.be/AzTHm2ORJec
The Naghash Ensemble of 
Armenia at KEXP (Video):
https://youtu.be/zpic6YLpNcY
High-res photos:
https://www.naghashensemble.
c o m / p r e s s - p h o t o s
The Naghash Ensemble’s website:
www.naghashensemble.com
Direct link: TICKETS
General Admission 
and Reserved Seating 

Continued on page 11
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page 10

Continued on page 12
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POULIN GRAIN DISTRIBUTOR  

(518)537-6772  (518)965-8269 
 

 

 

 Kukon Brothers LLC. 

      Growers of Grains: 
( Bag or Bulk )      

Corn, Soy, Oats, Wheat… 
Rye, Cracked Corn  
Custom Feed, Mixes  
Hay, Straw & Shavings 

                     (YEAR ROUND SUPPLY) 

Located At 
2329 Route 9 

Livingston, NY 

Farm  

 KukonBrothersLLC@gmail.com 

Dedicated to the preservation, conservation and 
Appreciation of New York’s natural resources! 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS! 
Go to neighborsgunclub.com 
For membership application. 

Or call Kurt Schollmeyer at (845) 481-0310 
Visit our website for upcoming events 

Archery Shoots, Beef BBQ, Club Meetings, Roadside Cleanup, Skeet 
Shoots, Turkey Shoot, Camps in the Catskills and Adirondacks. 

Viewmont 
Tree Service 

Tree Removal 
Pruning 

Stump Grinding 
Brush Chipping 

Preventive Maintenance 
Storm Damage 
Land Clearing 

Firewood 

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FULLY INSURED 

  J.R. Bates   (518) 537-6780  •  Cell: (518) 965-4216 

TRASH REMOVAL
CLEAN OUTS • DUMP RUNS

DEBRIS & SCRAP METAL REMOVAL
YARD CLEAN-UPS
BRUSH REMOVAL

CALL OWNER
Cramer T.
LeGrand

LeGrand Services

Rhinebeck, NY

LAWN MOWING

Large & Small Jobs
Brush Hog Mowing
Yard Clean-Ups
~ Dependable Service ~

REASONABLE
RATES

DUMP TRAILER
SERVICE

845-943-0266CALL OR
TEXT
TODAY!
OR 845-876-2630 FOR
ANSWERING MACHINE

LeGrand
Excavating, Inc.

Rhinebeck, New York

Septic Systems
Specialist

Electronic WELL
Locating Service

Well Lines Repaired & Installed

845-876-2630
Emergency845-417-1670

SERVICES AVAILABLE
• SITE WORK FOR NEW HOMES
• HEALTH DEPARTMENT
                 APPROVALS
• SEPTIC SYSTEM REPAIRS AND
                   INSTALLS
• SEPTIC SYSTEM INSPECTIONS
              AND PUMPING
• DEMOLITION  OF ALL TYPES
   MATERIAL SUPPLIER - FILL ,
              TOPSOIL STONE
• LAND CLEARING  & BUSH
                 HOG SERVICE
• COMMERCIAL SNOW
     PLOWING AND REMOVAL
• BIG AND SMALL MACHINES
                  AVAILABLE

CALL TOM TODAY FOR
ALLOF YOUR SPRING

PROJECTS

The Acclaimed Naghash 
Ensemble of Armenia from 

page 11
tickets are available 
at TheLocalSaugerties.com. 
Interviews and press passes 
are available upon request.
The Local opened for its first 
season in September 2023, 
under the guidance of Isabel 
Soffer and Danny Melnick. The 
two insatiably curious Saugerties-
based music producers have each 
devoted more than 30 years to 
producing festivals, concerts, 
conferences, recordings, and 
curated arts experiences. They 
invite you to experience all kinds 
of music in a beautiful, friendly 
space with great sound, great 
vibes, great wine, beer, and bites.
Artist housing is provided by our 
sponsor Diamond Mills Hotel. 
Funding is made possible in 
part by a grant from NYSCA, 
plus support from Stewart’s, 

Town and Country Liquors, 
and our generous donors.
About The Local: The Local is 
a venue for arts and culture, and 
a community hub in Saugerties, 
NY that was founded on 
the belief that diverse, accessible, 
and thoughtful arts programming 
has the power to open minds and 
hearts—that the arts are essential 
to a healthy community and bring 
economic vitality to the region. As 
a venue for outstanding cultural 
programs from around the world 
and around the corner, The Local 
is committed to cultivating and 
sustaining a vibrant local arts 
scene. The ADA-accessible 
space is also available to rent for 
parties, concerts, pop-ups, gallery 
exhibits, and more. The Local is 
located in the heart of the Village 
of Saugerties at 16 John St., 
behind the Saugerties Reformed 
Church on Main Street. Learn 
more at TheLocalSaugerties.com.

March Events at 
Clinton Community 
Library
Let’s March into a new month! Vist 
CCL for all these lucky programs! 
For more specific information 
about any library programs, 
or to register, please call (845) 
495-0655 or email larnold@
clitoncommunitylibrary.org
Ongoing Programs:
Qi Gong with Vince (online)
Mon. 03/03, Mon. 03/10, 
Mon. 03/17 Mon. 03/24, 
Mon. 03/31 at 9:30 AM
Wed. 03/05, Wed. 03/12, Wed. 
03/19, Wed. 03/26 at 9:30 AM
Vince Sauter will teach you 
how to lower stress and keep 
calm with Tai Chi. Class will 
focus on breathing in the calm 
and breathing out the tension. 
Life Maintenance Exercise 
(Senior Exercise)
Tue. 03/04, Tue. 03/11, Tue. 
03/18, Tue. 03/25, at 10:00 AM
Thurs. 03/06, Thurs. 03/13, Thurs. 
03/20, Thurs. 03/27 at 9:30 AM
This guided class will stretch, 
strengthen, balance and help keep 
your body moving. Exercises 
include: chair based stretching, 
calisthenics, and light weight 
lifting. Join every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 10 AM - 11 AM.
Story time on the Dot (in-person)
Tue. 03/04, Tue. 03/11, Tue. 
03/18, Tue. 03/25 at 10:30 AM
Join us every Tuesday at 10:30 
for Story time! Listen to fun 
stories, sing songs, and have 
fun, all centered around a 
different theme every week.

Mah Jongg (in-person)
(Optimistic Aging)
Tue. 03/04, Tue. 03/11, Tue. 
03/18, Tue. 03/25 at 2:00-4:00 PM
Fri. 03/07, Fri. 03/14, Fri. 03/21, 
Fri. 03/28 at 2:00-4:00 PM
If you’re looking for a game 
to keep your mind sharp, or 
if you enjoy games that make 
you think strategically, you’ll 
want to give Mah Jongg a try! 
Players of all levels are welcome.
All Level Yoga (in person & 
online)
Wed. 03/05, Wed. 03/12, 
Wed. 03/19, Wed. 03/26 
at 6:00 PM (online)
Sun. 03/02, Sun. 03/09, Sun. 
03/16, Sun. 03/23, Sun. 03/30 at 
10:00 AM (in person or online)
Join Mia Tomic and explore 
classical seated, standing and 
supine yoga poses linked with 
breath in a creative way to stretch, 
strengthen, and rejuvenate your 
body, breath, and mind. You may 
also participate online. Please 
plan according to your comfort 
and needs as class is held indoors.
Chair Yoga, (in-person or online)
(Optimistic Aging)
Fri. 03/07, Fri. 03/14, Fri. 
03/21, Fri. 03/28 at 11:00 AM
Join Samantha for Chair Yoga for 
ALL. Learn the basics of breath, 
meditation, and movement.  
This class will help you stretch 
and strengthen. Registration 
required so that you can get the 
link. Please register online or call 
the library at (845)-495-0655.
 Zumba, (in-person)
Sat. 03/01, Sat. 03/08, Sat. 03/15, 
Sat. 03/22, Sat. 03/29 at 9:00 AM
Join Ginny Morrow for a fun fitness 
routine every Saturday at 9 AM. 
Pre-registration is not required.  
You may sign in at the door.
Free Tech Help (in-person)
Sat. 03/01, Sat. 03/08, Sat. 
03/15, Sat. 03/22, Sat. 

03/29   9:00 AM- 1:00 PM
Do you need help with your 
Kindle, tablet, smart phone or 
computer? Drop-in anytime on 
Saturdays between 9AM-1PM 
or call the library at (845)-495-
0655 to book an appointment.
Book Club Meetings:
Book Group, Book Group (in 
person) 
March Selection: The Guest 
Cat by Takashi Hiraide
Thursday March 6 at 1:30 PM
Our book group has lifted off 
and we are now “Readers who 
are part of a Book Group Book 
Group.” Our founding readers 
have selected meaningful and 
mostly short novels to discuss. 
From our recent selections of 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
followed by James, we peruse 
intriguing and worthy books.
Tea Time Book Club (in 
person) 
March Selection: An 
Elderly Lady is Up to No 
Good by Helene Tursten
Thursday March 13th at 2:00 PM
Join Tea Time Book Club the 
second Thursday of every month. 
Come talk about the monthly 
selection and enjoy tea and a 
snack with members of the club. 
Global Literature Book Club 
(on Zoom) 
March Selection: Pedro 
Páramo by Juan Rulfo
Monday March 17th at 7:00 PM
The Global Literature Book Club 
focuses on exploring the world 
through literature. We discuss 
novels from around the globe, 
selected by members of the club. 
These works provide insights 
into a wide variety of nations, 
cultures, and styles of writing. 
SPECIAL PROGRAMS & 
EVENTS
Build-a-Buddy (in person)

Continued on page 13
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HOBSON APPLIANCE 
SERVICE LLC 
Continuing The Family Tradition 

Dale Hobson 
Owner/Technician 

(845) 876-3102 
hobsonapplianceservice@gmail.com  
www.hobsonapplianceservice.com  
PO Box 978 Port Ewen, NY 12466  

Landscape Design, Installation and
Maintenance

914-456-4287 Seedsdesignllc.com

Natural Landscaping

Fax: 758-8002
876-1559 or 758-3601

68 Firehouse Lane, Red Hook, NY 12571

Fertilizers
Feed

Fencing
Lawn & Garden

Supplies
Shavings

Pet Food & Supplies
Lime

Bedding - Straw
Blue Buffalo

Taste of the Wild
Wellness
Merrick
Fromm

Pro-Plan
Science Diet

Check our
Website or
Facebook for
Upcoming
Specials!!!

WE HAVE SOILS & SEEDS IN STOCK!!!

Nutrena - Purina - Triple Crown - Blue Seal - Cavalor

FREE SOIL TESTING

Fully Insured 

(518) 567-3689 

Serving the  
Hudson Valley 

NEW PHONE NUMBER!  

Saturday March 15th at 10:30 AM 
Spring is coming and hibernation 
is ending! Come help these fuzzy 
friends wake back up just in time 
for the new season. CCL is hosting 
a make your own stuffed animal 
program to welcome Spring.
Animal choice is first come first 
serve. If you need to cancel your 
registration please call or email 
the library, we cannot hold kits.
Supplies are very limited. Ages 
5-11. There will be no extra kits 
available.
Registration is required to 
participate. 
ONE KIT PER CHILD.
Crafts & Coffee (in person)
Monday March 10 at 1:30 PM 
Join us for a lovely afternoon of 
coffee, crafts (and conversation!) 
On the second Monday of the 
month at 1:30, Diane will guide 
you as you create a project 
covering a wide range of 
techniques, from card making to 
book crafts to stitchery and more.
Note: You must register for 
each individual who is attending 
and would like to participate. 
Materials are limited and there 
will not be extra!
Volunteer Interest Meeting for 
Garden Tour (in person)
Saturday March 22 at 10:30 AM 
The Friends of the Clinton 
Community Library are planning 
a new fundraiser this year: Clinton 
Country Gardens“Enchantment 
& Inspiration, 2025” We are 
thrilled to partner with our 
gracious community members 
to tour a variety of gardens on 
Saturday, June 28th. We need 

YOUR help to make it a success! 
During this informational 
meeting, we will tell you more 
about the garden tour and discuss 
areas where we need help, 
including Parking Attendants 
(help with the flow), Docents (no, 
you don’t have to be a Master 
Gardener), Email Promotions and 
Advertising (contacting from our 
list) Flyer/Poster Distribution. 
We hope you will join us -- 
refreshments will be provided! 
Sponsored by Friends of the 
Clinton Community Library.
Lunch & Learn: Belle Da 
Costa Greene: Black Female 
Excellence Surmounting the 
Limits of Early 20th-Century 
America
Thursday March 27 at 12:30 PM 
At just 26 years old, Belle da Costa 
Greene became librarian for one 
of the most powerful men in the 
world, J.P. Morgan ... while hiding 
her true identity. Guiding the 
creation of Morgan’s renowned 
private collection of rare books 
and manuscripts, Greene spent 
the next 43 years negotiating 
purchases for the collection 
(now known as The Morgan 
Library) while competing against 
other collectors worldwide. 
Her position opened countless 
doors to befriend the elite of 
America and Europe and to 
attend the most exclusive parties 
and cultural events. Besides 
her extraordinary professional 
gifts and acumen, another key 
to Greene’s success: she hid her 
African American heritage from 
Morgan and everyone else. ---
Presented by Pamela Malcom from 
the Staatsburgh State Historic Site
Lunch typically consists of a 

sandwich, chips, and a cookie. 
CCL cannot accommodate 
specific dietary requirements 
or allergies. If this is a concern, 
you are welcome to bring 
your own bagged lunch.
Clinton registration opens 
February 27th. Please 
call the library to register.
All online registration 
opens March 13th.
Looking Ahead (April):
Groove & Grow (in person)
Thursday April 17th at 10:15 AM 
Join licensed music therapist Terry 
Watson for a morning of music, 
movement, dancing, puppets & 
instruments! This class fosters 
child development, and will be so  
much fun. Let’s groove and grow!
All babies, toddlers & caregivers 
are welcome (ages 0-4)
Registration is required
Keeping Children Safe 
Workshop (in person)
Thursday April 17th 
at 1:00-2:00 PM 
April is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. Clinton 
Community Library and The 
Town of Clinton Recreation 
Department are co-sponsoring 
this free one-hour workshop 
in support of our community. 
In the “Keeping Children 
Safe Workshop” presented 
by the CPCA (The Center for 
Prevention of Child Abuse 
Prevention) you will learn:
- The types of child 
abuse and neglect
- To recognize the warning 
signs of child abuse and neglect
- How to respond when a 
child discloses to you, or if 
you notice warning signs. 
This CPCA workshop is open 
to all community members 
including parents, caregivers 
& community organizations. 
Registration is required
About Clinton Community 
Library
Clinton Community Library 
was established in 1965. It is 
located at 1215 Centre Rd. in 
Rhinebeck, NY, adjacent to the 
Clinton Town Hall. The library 
is open Mondays, Tuesdays, 
and Thursdays from 9AM-5PM, 
Fridays from 10:30AM-6:30PM, 

and Saturdays from 9AM-1PM. 
The Clinton Community is the 
recipient of the Joseph F. Shubert 
Award for Library Excellence. 
The Library is the cornerstone 
of our community, enriching 
lives through free resources for 
learning, fun, and opportunity. 
For more information, call 
(845) 495-0655 or visit www.
clintoncommunitylibrary.org

Continued on page 13
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Columbia County 
Chamber of 
Commerce
   Since 1987, our nation has 
been celebrating March as 
Women’s History Month; since 
2005, the Columbia County 
Chamber of Commerce has 
been celebrating Women in our 
community with the annual 
Women’s Luncheon!  Growing 
every year in popularity and 
attendance, you’re invited 
to join us Friday, March 7, 
2025, at The Greenport (185 

Union Turnpike, Hudson, 
NY 12534), check-in will 
start at 11:45 a.m. A delicious 
lunch from Georgia Ray’s is 
included and entertainment 
will be inspiring, business-
driven stories, provided by 
Women.  
   This year’s Keynote Speaker, 
Jené Luciani Sena, joins us 
to share her experience from 
being a local Hudson City 
School District graduate to 
successfully launching her 
own patented collection, The 
GemBra. Over the course of 
her 25-year career, Luciani 
Sena has become a renowned 
best-selling author, “The Bra 
Book”, has achieved national 
notoriety as “the Bra Guru” 
and has been a personal 
crusader making a difference 
for several women and 
children’s issues that touch her 

Continued on page 15
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Continued on page `15

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICE 
SINCE 1969 

RREESSIIDDEENNTTIIAALL  ••  CCOOMMMMEERRCCIIAALL  

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED 
 (845) 758-6116  mccarthyandsonselectric.com 

Standby Generators 
New Constructions 

Rewiring - Remodeling 
 

Service Upgrades 
Swimming Pool Wiring 

37 West Market St., Red Hook, NY 12571

www.mondellore.com

Locally Family-Owned Real Estate Brokerage Proudly Serving The Hudson
Valley Community for Over 45 Years.

Serving Sellers, Buyers, Investors, Landlords & Tenants Since 1979.

Phone: (845) 758-5555

Red Hook, NY:
Charming Farmhouse
Situated on 5+ ac., just

minutes to the village! A
charming front porch

greets you as you walk into an EIK w gleaming HW
Floors & plenty of cabinet space. Off the KIT is a Bonus
Rm, perfect for an Office / Playrm. Separate Laundry w
an abundance of closet space. The spacious LR guides

you to a first-floor Primary En suite & a separate
Sunroom to enjoy in all weather! This home has an array

of charming details w modern updates including, new
furnace, C/A, charcoal water filter & electrical system.

Want more land? Boarding 4+ Acres is also for sale,
Let’s Make a Deal! Asking $499,000

Red Hook, NY:
Easy living in this 5-
year young 3 BR / 2
BTH Manufactured

Home in well-
maintained park. Features include Open FP,

bright & sunny KIT with abundant cabinetry,
DA overlooking front yard & Cozy LR to

entertain guests. Primary BR with large En-
Suite & two guest BR’s with their own FB. A

separate mudroom doubles as laundry w a new
stack-able W/D. Economical affordable w

propane heat. Updates include new gutters &
central air. Located minutes to Village.

Asking $178,000

Elizaville, NY: “Diamond
in The Rough” best

describes this 1930’s
Farmhouse with details of
the era still intact. Classic
moldings & beautiful wide

board floors. Spacious
country KIT, Large FR w

vaulted ceilings, Cozy LR can also double as a first-
floor BR with own FB. Upstairs you’ll find two BR’s
& another FB with Skylight. Set on 1+ acres with a
variety of outbuildings. 10 minutes to Red Hook &
TSP. This is the perfect project for someone who

understands vintage homes & looking for a flip or
long-term investment. Asking $275,000

Tivoli, NY: This unique “slice of
Heaven” is 16+ acres of open &

level land. It has a 900 square foot
solid GAR with water/electric & is
perfect for a farmstand, camping or

RV. Enjoy lovely bucolic, pastural views & sits back off a quiet
country road, minutes to Lasting Joy Brewery, Red Hook
attractions, Bard college, NYS Thruway & Hudson. This

harmonious homestead was loved by the same family for 34 years
as a nurturing weekend retreat to escape the hustle and bustle of
NYC and a tranquil place to commune with friends’, nature and

grow veggies. Many warm memories made here, laughing, loving
& singing songs around the campfire. Looking for new

stewardship to continue the family traditions. Fresh air, sunsets &
starry skies included. Asking $229,500

Red Hook, NY:
Pretty Lot on
Scenic Road.

Walk to
Elementary

School. Enjoy
views of
Catskills,

Farmland and
soccer Fields.
.75 Acres.  5
Minutes to

Village of Red Hook, Parks and Bard
College. Asking $99,000

Tivoli, NY
• 3 BR/ 1 BTH
• 1.5 Acres
• Steps to “Forever Wild”
Tivoli Bays
• Large LR w Westerly Picture
Window
• Sprawling Walk Out Family
Room
• 2 Custom Stone Fireplaces
• Gazebo/Deck Overlooking
Rolling Meadows

Asking $649,900

Spectacular Hudson Valley Mountain Views!

Wanted New Listings!
You’ve Got the Homes, We’ve Got

the Buyers! We’re Selling Out of All
of Our Inventory & Need New

Listings for Spring Buyers! Curious
about What your Property is

Worth? Give us a call for a Free
Market Analysis!

Rhinebeck, NY aarailings@gmail.com

BEFORE YOU FALL...CALL

Advanced Aluminum Railings

(845) 901-9246

Installation and Sales of Aluminum, 
            Wrought Iron, Glass, Wood

                               and Cable Railings

Bindlestick Bill
A Child and Family Program at 
Staatsburgh State Historic Site
March 22, 2025 at 3:00p.m.
   On Saturday, March 22 at 3:00p.m., Hudson 
Valley’s favorite traveling troubadour, Bindlestick 
Bill, will be making a stop at Staatsburgh State 
Historic Site to share some of his favorite local 
stories and music. Bindlestick Bill has been making 
music and people laugh for over twenty years. He has 
performed with Pete Seeger, and with Tom Chapin 
during two Earth Day celebrations. Bill’s song 
about the wisdom of the Atlantic Sturgeon, called 
Benthic Beauties, has been featured on National 
Broadcast Radio. Audiences from four to ninety-
four will delight in his interactive performances, 
while he sings tunes and banters with his sock 
monkey pal about the rich ecology and history 
of the Hudson River. To purchase tickets, go to 
http://StaatsburghBindlestickBill.Eventbrite.com.
   Staatsburgh State Historic Site is open for 
guided mansion tours Thursdays through 
Saturdays. To attend a mansion tour, please make 
advance reservations on www.Bookeo.com/
StaatsburghSHS; admission is charged upon 
arrival. Visitors may also enjoy a picnic or stroll 
by the Hudson River, or a hike along the woodland 
trails in adjacent Mills Memorial State Park.
   Staatsburgh State Historic Site and the Ogden 
Mills & Ruth Livingston Mills Memorial State 
Park are located on Old Post Road in Staatsburg, 
off Route 9 between Rhinebeck and Hyde Park. 
The historic site is one of 6 sites and 15 parks 
administered by the Taconic Region of New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation. For more information, call 845-
889-8851, or visit Staatsburgh’s websites at, 
https://www.Bookeo.com/StaatsburghSHS , 
www.Facebook.com/StaatsburghSHS, and www.

staatsburghstatehistoricsite.
b l o g s p o t . c o m . 
Staatsburgh’s events are 
also listed at parks.ny.gov 
   The New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation oversees more 
than 250 parks, historic sites, 
recreational trails, golf courses, 
boat launches and more, and 
welcomes over 80 million 
visitors annually. For more 
information on any of these 
recreation areas, visit parks.
ny.gov, download the free NY 
State Parks Explorer app or call 
518.474.0456. Connect with 
us on Facebook, Instagram, X 
(formerly Twitter), the OPRHP 
Blog or via the OPRHP Newsroom.

Spencertown 
Academy Presents 
Diego Mongue Band 
Featuring Vocalist 
Chantell
   Spencertown Academy Roots 
& Shoots Concerts Series, in 
association with the Capital 
Region Blues Network (CRBN), 
presents the Diego Mongue Band 
on Saturday, March 15 at 7:30pm 
at the Academy’s Blanche 
Grubin Auditorium. Featuring 
Mongue on drums, vocalist 
Chantell, Chase Bradshaw on 
bass, and Cam Bencivenga on 
guitar, the band’s sound is a mix 
of blues, jazz fusion, and rock. 
General admission tickets ($25 
public, $20 Academy and CRBN 
members) are available via www.
s p e n c e r t o w n a c a d e m y. o rg . 
   “Having known Diego since he 
was a teenager, I am delighted 
to see the success he’s achieving 
with his band. Given his own 
musical prowess—he is an 
accomplished drummer, bass 
player, and guitarist and plays all 
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your
local
expert

ALLISONMORELLE.com

268 Fair Street, kingston, NY 12401

A resident of Red Hook, Allison has helped hundreds of homebuyers and sellers across 
the Hudson Valley. She’s known for her creativity, attention to detail, and follow-through. 
Whether you’re selling your fifth home or are a first-time homebuyer, call Allison for the 
very best representation. 

315-335-9809

COLDWELL BANKER VILLAGE GREEN REALTY

Associate Real Estate Broker, ABR, SRES, SFR

RLF TAX SERVICES 
Robert L. Fowler, AFSP 

 
Over 20 years of experience 

 
New Clients Are Always Welcome 

19 Firehouse Lane Apt 1 
RED HOOK, NY 12571 

CELL 845-430-6760 
RLFTAX@YAHOO.COM 

ROUSE + CO
REAL ESTATE

UPSTATE DOWN FOUR SEASONS 
SOTHEBY’S

CORCORAN 
COUNTRY LIVING

HUDSON VALLEY 
PROPERTIES
RHINEBECK
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THE MARKET LEADER
IN THE MID-HUDSON VALLEY
FOR 33 CONSECUTIVE YEARS

*SOURCE: ONEKEY, ALL PROPERTY TYPES SOLD | JANUARY-DECEMBER 31, 2024

#1 REAL ESTATE OFFICE IN RHINEBECK 
FOR 14 CONSECUTIVE YEARS

TR
A
N
SA

C
TI
O
N
S

4 Enterprise Drive, Rhinebeck, NY 12572
www.LeGrandRealty.com

Phone:845-876-2630
Cell: 845-417-1670

Visit Us At: www.LeGrandRealty.com • Email: legrandinc@aol.com

RENTALS
Red Hook Commercial  -  4500 feet flex space
                        former fitness center
Red Hook Commercial  -  1000 foot high traffic
           retail - service space top location
Red Hook - Small 800 foot office studio space
Pine Plains  - 1500 foot commercial space with
                        ample parking
Red Hook - 2 bedroom apartment in village
                    $1900  includes utilities
Red Hook -2 - 700 foot professional offices
                         in village

LeGrand Real Estate  Inc. does property management for  commercial, residential,
multi-family and land. We provide 7 day a week service. We do leasing, quality

control and profitability studies. We provide real property services  mowing, bush
hogging,  snow service and manage general repairs, septic issues and maintenance
issues. Land use zoning and planning approvals are all a part of what we do. We
take the worry out of owning property Call today and see how we can help you.

Red Hook - PRIME  2 acre land parcel zoned NMU that
allows apartments and commercial use, has access to water
and will have sewer in next phase, prime location last piece

zoned for apartments, call Tom for details

RHINEBECK - Unique opportunity. 3 buildings on one parcel.  Building #1 a nice 3 bedroom cape with private back yard building. #2
is a nice neat 2 bedroom apartment with an open floor plan 1000 square feet.. And building #3 is a work shop / studio was formerly a

plumbing contractors office shop for 35 years. Unlimited potential  for a small business , rental income property of a hard to find live -
work situation. Call Tom for details.

Green Pastures farm - 188 beautiful acres 60% cleared, well drianed soils with a rolling topography, 2 acre zoned
great for a farm operation, development or seasonal rentals. Property has a stream running through it and great catskill

views on the western side. Ample road frontage and 20 minutes to Rhinebeck and 20 minutes to Hudson
5 miles to Taconic parkway. CALL TOM

Columbia County Chamber 
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heart.  A wife, and mother of 
4, Luciani Sena’s mission is to 
help others like herself, make 
it through life with humor, 
heart, and a proper-fi tting bra. 
   All are welcome and we 

Spencertown 
Academy Presents 
Diego Mongue Band 
Featuring Vocalist 
Chantell
   Spencertown Academy Roots 
& Shoots Concerts Series, in 
association with the Capital 
Region Blues Network (CRBN), 
presents the Diego Mongue Band 
on Saturday, March 15 at 7:30pm 
at the Academy’s Blanche 
Grubin Auditorium. Featuring 
Mongue on drums, vocalist 
Chantell, Chase Bradshaw on 
bass, and Cam Bencivenga on 
guitar, the band’s sound is a mix 
of blues, jazz fusion, and rock. 
General admission tickets ($25 
public, $20 Academy and CRBN 
members) are available via www.
s p e n c e r t o w n a c a d e m y. o rg .
   “Having known Diego since he 
was a teenager, I am delighted 
to see the success he’s achieving 
with his band. Given his own 
musical prowess—he is an 
accomplished drummer, bass 
player, and guitarist and plays all 

three instruments in his mother 
Gina Coleman’s acclaimed band, 
Misty Blues, it’s wonderful to see 
him team up with Cam, Chase, and 
Chantell, who are all outstanding 
musicians in their own right,” 
says Richard Green, member of 
the Academy Music Committee 
and President of the Capital 
Region Blues Network. “Chantell 
possesses the kind of voice 
that frequently invokes shivers 
down the spine and the band 
provides the perfect platform for 

her soul-drenched expression.”
   Based out of Berkshire County, 
MA, the Diego Mongue Band 
captivated the audience and 
judges at the 2023 and 2024 
Capitol Region Blues Network’s 
regional competition, leading 
to two trips to Memphis, TN, 
to compete in the International 
Blues Challenge (IBC). Their 
debut blues album, “While You 
Were Gone,” reached a height 
of #10 on the Roots Music 
Report on the Contemporary 
Blues Album Chart. Bandleader 
Mongue has collaborated 
with and/or recorded with 
blues artists Eric Gales, Justin 
Johnson, and Joe Louis Walker

Spencertown Academy 
Presents Diego Mongue 

Band from page 14

   Originally from Chicago, 
Chantell is a classically trained 
vocalist. In her early career, she 
performed on studio albums for 
PBS Kids and Sesame Street. In 
2021, she performed in a concert 
of encouragement and hope for 
essential workers featuring cellist 
Yo-Yo Ma and the pianist Emanuel 
Ax. In 2023, she was accepted 
into the Recording Academy.
   Roots & Shoots Concerts is 
an ongoing Academy series that 
showcases artists who reach back 
to earlier traditions in music 
(Americana, jazz, blues, rock, 
and world music) for inspiration 

while incorporating more recent 
forms and infl uences of the present.
   This program is made possible 
by the New York State Council 
on the Arts with the support of 
the Offi  ce of the Governor and 
the New York State Legislature.
   Founded in 1972, Spencertown 
Academy Arts Center is a cultural 
center and community resource 
serving Columbia County, the 
Berkshires, and the Capital 
region. Housed in a landmark 
1847 Greek Revival schoolhouse, 
the Academy is located at 790 
State Route 203 in Spencertown, 
New York. For more information, 
please contact info@
s p e n c e r t o w n a c a d e m y. o rg .

hope you can join us! 2025’s 
Luncheon is made possible by 
our Event Sponsors: Arica’s 
Insurance, Harring Properties, 
Pioneer Bank, Mid-Hudson 
Fiber, Sunmark Credit Union, 
and The Hudson Connection. 
A big Thank You for helping 

us Celebrate! Looking to Join 
Us? Please call 518-828-4417 
to purchase tickets today. 
About Columbia County 
Chamber of Commerce
As the leading voice for the 
business community in New 

Continued on page `16
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Need a Certified Residential Appraisal? 

Single Family *  2-4 Family  * Vacant Land  * Farms * Estates * Luxury Homes*  
Property Tax Grievance * Divorce * Bankruptcy * Asset Management * Mortgages *  

Real Estate Listings and Transactions * New Construction * Conservation Easements * 

Prompt 
Courteous 
Discreet 

Confidential 
Accurate 
Objective 

Professional 

Cornerstone    
Real Property Services, Inc. 

Michael J. Mondello 
NYS Certified Residential Appraiser 

(845) 758-9483 
www.cornerstonerealpropertyservices.com 

michaelmondello@hvc.rr.com 

Sheetrocking - Taping - Plastering - Wallpapering

Cesar Romero
7 King Road, Rhinebeck, NY 12572

Cell: 914-466-5712
Email: fullservicepainting12572@gmail.com

R
easonable R

ates

Framing - Flooring - Roofing

Residences & Offices / Interior &
Exterior / Free Estimates

G
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R
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MAC-HAYDN 
THEATRE 
ANNOUNCES 
2025 SEASON OF 
MUSICALS
   The Mac-Haydn Theatre is 
thrilled to announce its highly 
anticipated 2025 lineup. The 
56th summer season will include 
six main stage musicals as well 
as two limited performance 

shows. This season promises 
to deliver unforgettable 
theatrical experiences, from 
Broadway classics to bold 
new works, ensuring that the 
Mac-Haydn remains a beloved 
destination for theatergoers 
in the Capital Region and 
beyond. Tickets are now on sale 
at www.machaydntheatre.org.
   “This season we are offering 
four new titles, many of them 
regional premieres. It is an honor 
to be able to present such an array 
of hits on the Mac-Haydn stage 
and to bring these titles to life,” 
says Producing Artistic Director, 
John Saunders. “Variety is what 
this summer season is all about. 
We are celebrating musical 
theatre in all its forms, from the 
big classics to the compelling 
dramas. And what better way to 
finish off the lineup than with 
a cheeseburger in paradise!”
Main Stage Performance Details:
June 5–15
Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
a Grand Night For 
Singing (MHT debut)
Music by Richard Rodgers, Lyrics 
by Oscar Hammerstein II, Music 

Columbia County Chamber 
from page 15

York’s Columbia County, the 
Columbia County Chamber of 
Commerce offers members a 
unique opportunity to engage 
with other businesses, learn 
about our communities, learn 
about best practices, and much 
more. This is your Chamber of 
Commerce, and we hope that 
you will investigate all the 
programs and services we offer. 
Contact the Chamber office at 
518-828-4417, or learn more 
www.columbiachamber-ny.
com 

Arrangements by Fred Wells, 
Conceived by Walter Bobbie 
This first-rate revue offers a fresh 
and innovative take on the songs 
of Rodgers & Hammerstein.
June 19–July 6 
Guys and Dolls
Book by Abe Burrows & Jo 
Swerling, Music and Lyrics 
by Frank Loesser, Based on 
The Idyll of Sarah Brown and 
characters by Damon Runyon 
Hailed as the perfect 
musical comedy, this award-
winning classic gambles 
with luck and love under the 
bright lights of Broadway.
July 10–20
A Bronx Tale (MHT debut) 
Music by Alan Menken, 
Book by Chazz Palminteri, 
Lyrics by Glenn Slater 
This streetwise musical will take 
you to the stoops of the Bronx in 
the 1960s—where a young man is 
caught between the father he loves 
and the mob boss he’d love to be.
July 24–August 3
Jesus Christ Superstar
Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber 
Lyrics by Tim Rice 
A thrilling rock opera based on 
the last week of Jesus’ life, Jesus 
Christ Superstar has wowed 
audiences for more than 50 years.
August 7–17 
Annie
Book by Thomas Meehan, 
Music by Charles Strouse, 
Lyrics by Martin Charnin 
Based on Little Orphan 
Annie by permission of The 
Media Tribune Services, Inc. 
Leapin’ Lizards! The 
irrepressible comic strip heroine 
takes center stage in one of the 

world’s best-loved musicals.
August 21–31
Jimmy Buffett’s 
Escape to Margaritaville
(MHT debut)
Music and Lyrics by Jimmy Buffett 
Book by Greg Garcia 
& Mike O’Malley 
Kick off your flip flops and 
set your clock to island time 
in this tropical paradise where 
love and laughter are the keys 
to growing older but not up. 
Limited Performances: 
The Last Five Years (MHT debut) 
Book, Music and Lyrics 
by Jason Robert Brown 
Wednesday, July 30, 7:30pm 
Friday, August 1, 3:00pm 
From Jason Robert Brown, this 
modern musical ingeniously 
chronicles the five-year life of a 
marriage, from meeting to break-
up and from break-up to meeting. 
S h o w s t o p p e r s 
Wednesday, August 27, 7:30pm 
Friday, August 29, 3:00pm 
An experience you won’t want 
to miss—a celebration of the 
magic, the passion, and the 
sheer joy of musical theater. 
Single ticket sales and 7 and 
4-show subscriptions are now 
open. For more information on 
the 2025 season, showtimes, 

and tickets, visit our website. 
About the Mac-Haydn Theatre 
Founded in 1969, the Mac-
Haydn Theatre strives to 
present innovative, diverse and 
professional musical theatre 
productions to the residents of 
Columbia County and beyond. 
We aim to cultivate young 
talent for careers in theatre and 
seek to provide a supportive 
environment for the creation 
of new musical theatre works.

Morton Community 
Talent Show 
Friday, March 7, 2025 
Show begins @ 6:30 pm 
Doors open @ 6:00 pm
This is our 16th annual evening 
celebrating the talents of our 
community, our friends and 
family. What a show we have 
for you! Visual art, MC Richard, 
performances including but not 
limited to: singing, dancing, 
videos, performers with guitars, 
performers with saxaphones, 
AND comedy! So come one, 
come all to the greatest show 
around! Refreshments courtesy 
of our culinarily talented friends! 
Suggested: $5 donation. For 
more info, contact Sandy at 
sandy[at]mortonrhinecliff.org.


