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Accident and First Aid Policy

All staff at Pawlett Preschool will hold a current, up to date paediatric First Aid certificate.
There is always a First Aid box on site, filled with the recommended appropriate content to meet the needs of the children (DFES 2007, pg. 26). The supervisor is responsible for the upkeep of the first aid box, with items being replaced as they are used, and every item checked every half term. A record is made of this. 
· The First Aid box is situated by the door, in the hall.
· Cuts and grazes should be irrigated with clean water.
· No adhesive dressings (plasters), antiseptic creams or lotions will be applied to any child, unless requested by the child’s parent/carer.
· Sterile non-adhesive dressings may be applied if required.
· Disposable gloves are always worn when dealing with blood or other bodily fluids. (these can be found in the first aid box, the kitchen and the toilets).
The member of staff that witnesses or first became aware of an incident will deal with the minor accidents. The required medical care will be given, and the accident recorded in the accident folder. On collection the parent/carer will be asked to read the details and sign. 
If a major accident should occur (i.e. head injury, broken bone, deep cut) the senior member of staff, if not already at the scene would be alerted. The appropriate medical care would be given whilst the child’s parent/carer, along with the medical profession, are contacted. If necessary, a member of staff would accompany the child to hospital by ambulance. For more information please see Emergency Treatment Policy. In the event of a major accident OFSTED would be informed on 0300 123 1231. Somerset Direct would also be informed on 0845 345 9122. The accident would also be reported to RIDDOR. These notifications are the responsibility of the Preschool supervisor.
Cleaning and clearing after accidents.
When dealing with spills of blood, vomit, excrement or any other bodily fluids, rubber gloves will always be worn. Any disposable cleaning products used in the cleaning process will be disposed of hygienically in a sealed bag. The floor and any other affected surfaces will be disinfected using a disinfectant surface cleaner diluted according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
If a child has an accident, e.g. the is a spill of vomit, blood, excrement or any other bodily fluids, a member of staff will comfort the child and attend the his/her needs. Another member of staff will ensure the other children are safe, reassured and kept away from the area until it has been cleaned and disinfected. 
Items of contaminated clothing will be sealed in a polythene bag and sent home. Children should have a spare set of clothing at Preschool. 
Reducing Risks
At each staff meeting the latest recordings in the accident folder will be assessed to highlight any areas/activities where consistent accidents occur, so any appropriate changes can be made. The committee are also informed if any accidents or incidents have taken place, however, confidentiality is always maintained in this situation.

Reviewed by the committee on………………………………………
Sign…………………………………… Print name………………………………………
Next review due………………………………………………………
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