
 

 
A member of the Central Highlands Cluster Ministry 

Live Stream via Facebook 11am Sundays 

 
16th August, 2020 – Eleventh Sunday after  

Pentecost, The Assumption of Mary the Mother of Jesus 
We acknowledge the Jaara Jaara people, 

 the custodians of this land where we gather. 
We pay our respects this day and always to elders past, present and 
emerging, and we pray for listening that leads to true reconciliation. 



GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, so that we might receive adoption as God’s children.  
Galatians 4.4–5 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 
 

Let us pray 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Shema 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord 
your God with all you heart, and with all you soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’  Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first 
commandment.  And a second is like it; you shall love you neighbour as 
yourself.’ 
 
With those words in our hearts and on our lips we confess our sins, with 
faith and confidence that God’s forgiveness is ours in abundance. 
 

The Confession 
Merciful God,  
our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  



we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

The Absolution 
 

May the God of love and power 
forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by the Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Let us pray 
 

Heavenly God,  
who chose the virgin Mary, by your grace,  
to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour:  
fill us with your grace,  
that in all things we may accept your holy will  
and with her rejoice in your salvation;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 
A reading from the book of Genesis chapter 45 verses 1 to 15 

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood 
by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one 
stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers.  And 
he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of 
Pharaoh heard it.  Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father 
still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were 
they at his presence. 



Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came 
closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 
And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you 
sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life.  For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more 
years in which there will be neither ploughing nor harvest.  God sent me 
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for 
you many survivors.  So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he 
has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler 
over all the land of Egypt.  Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 
‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come 
down to me, do not delay.  You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, 
as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have.  I will provide for 
you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that 
you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to 
poverty.’  And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see 
that it is my own mouth that speaks to you.  You must tell my father how 
greatly I am honoured in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and 
bring my father down here.”  Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s 
neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck.  And he kissed all his 
brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with 
him. 

The Song of Mary (The Magnificat, Luke 1:47-55) 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord: 
 my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour 
Who has looked with favour on his lowly servant: 
 from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
The Almighty has done great things for me: 
 and Holy is his name. 
God has mercy on those who fear him: 
 from generation to generation. 
The Lord has shown strength with his arm: 
 and scattered the proud in their conceit, 



Casting down the mighty from their thrones: 
 and lifting up the lowly. 
God has filled the hungry with good things: 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel: 
 to remember the promise of mercy, 
The promise made to our forebears: 
 to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Galatians chapter 4 verses 4 to 7 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.  And because you 
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!”  So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child 
then also an heir, through God. 
 
For the word of the Lord thanks be to God 
 
 
Alleluia Alleluia 
Your word O Lord, shines as a light on our path 
Alleluia Alleluia  
 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke chapter 2 
beginning at the 1st verse 
 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be 



registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

For the Gospel of the Lord praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

The Sermon 
 

May the words of my lips and the meditations of all our hearts be 
acceptable to you Lord, our Strength and our Redeemer.  

 
The Prayers of the People  

 
In our isolation, we recognise the wilderness in the world.  
In our isolation, we know that God is near.  
Dispersed, yet together, we hold on to hope.  
Dispersed, yet together, we connect with each other.  
In our homes, we sing, "Alleluia!"  
In our homes, we trust that love is stronger than hate.  
Despite the challenges of this time, we celebrate in God’s hope.  
Despite the challenges of this time, we sing.  
On this day, we trust that nothing can separate us from God’s love.  
Let us worship our Holy God! Alleluia! 
 
 
This week our intercessions will include periods of silence so that we can 
include our own prayers 

We pray for those who lead with humility and justice in their hearts; 
that they will provide care and be cared for in times of struggle. 

We give thanks and pray for people discerning how God is calling them 
to share the good news of Jesus in the world. 



We pray for those who offer care, love, and support to those in need; 
we especially give thanks and pray for nurses, teachers, laboratory 
technicians, and scientists working towards a vaccine and better 
treatments for COVID19 

We pray for parents and carers of young people, that the example of the 
holy family will guide them through times of struggle. 

We pray that we, your church, will share your love and peace through 
prayer and action: 

We pray for those we know who are sick, struggling, or grieving, 
especially Jeanette, Carmela, Nick and Sue, Jim, Michael and Sue, 
Yvonne, Nic, and Sarah. 

We give thanks for the life of Gerard and pray for his family, friends, and 
the Trentham community as they mourn him. 

This week we remember Ruth Clancy 

The Greeting of Peace 
 

Regardless of where we experience worship this day: 
We are the body of Christ 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

We give thanks for the offered gifts 
 
Blessed be God,  
by whose grace creation is renewed, 
by whose love heaven is opened, 
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 
Blessed be God forever 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 



Lift up your hearts to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God as it is right to do. 
 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,  
mighty Creator everliving God.   
We give you thanks and praise for your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
who was born and lived as one of us.  
By his death on the cross and rising to new life,  
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin  
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.   
And now we give you thanks for the obedience  
of your servant Mary,  
who by your grace answered your call  
to be the mother of your Son. 
With all generations we call her blessed,  
and with her we rejoice in the greatness of your salvation. 
Therefore with angels and archangels,  
and with all the company of heaven,  
we proclaim your great and glorious name,  
forever praising you and saying:  

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord 

God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the Highest 
Blessed is he who comes in the Lord’s name 

Hosanna in the Highest 
 

Merciful God,  
we thank you for these gifts of your creation,  
this bread and wine,  
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,  
we who eat and drink them  
may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  
and when he had given you thanks he broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples, saying,  



‘Take, eat.  This is my body given for you.   
Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper, he took the cup,  
and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples,  
saying, ‘Drink from this, all of you.   
This is my blood of the new covenant  
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.   
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:  
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross,  
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming again, we celebrate,  
with this bread and this cup, his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole world. 
Renew us by your Holy Spirit,  
unite us in the body of your Son,  
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
with whom, and in whom,  
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
we worship you, Father, in songs of never-ending praise: 
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 
are yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
With our hearts set on the kingdom and our hands open to serve,  

we pray as Jesus taught us… 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,   

your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 

 
 

As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed 
on the hillside are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, so, 
Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together from the 
corners of the earth. 
 
Prayer after communion... 
 
Eternal God, as a dispersed and faithful people,  
we recommit ourselves to you.  
In this time when we cannot receive the sacrament of bread and wine, 
we give thanks for the energy of the Holy Spirit; 
sent to help us share your Good News,  
sent to equip us to care for the lost and lonely,  
sent to inspire us to strengthen our community.  
Give us the courage to love you,  
to love those around us,  
and to love ourselves in this time of isolation.  
Remind us, lest we forget,  
that nothing can separate us from your love  
as revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Give us the calm reassurance that this time will pass,  
and that we shall gather again once more. Amen. 
Rev’d Elizabeth Breakey 

 
The Sending out of God’s people 

 
 

Notices! 



*Don’t forget to tune in on Saturdays at midday for Story Time! 
 
*Are you on the intercessions roster, or would you like to be? Please 
email Rev. Mel if you’d like to assist in this precious ministry that we 
share. 
 
*Masks –If you need a mask to go shopping or to an appointment and 
don’t have one please let Rev. Mel know.  Please don’t be stuck at home 
because you don’t have one  
 
*Prayers on Monday morning at 9am via live stream – this week from St 
George’s 
 
Let’s sing the hymn together Tell out my soul 

1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!  
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;  
tender to me the promise of his word;  
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.  

2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name!  
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;  
his mercy sure, from age to age the same;  
his holy name - the Lord, the Mighty One.  

3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!  
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.  
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,  
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.  

4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!  
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.  
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  
to children’s children and for evermore!  

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith 1926– based on Luke 1:46–55 in The New English Bible 

Words © 1962, renewal 1990 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Music by permission Oxford University Press. 



The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, gladden our hearts by his coming to 
dwell among us, and fill us with joy and peace 
and the blessing of God, the Father, Son,  
and Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us always. Amen. 
 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
 

 
On this, the day that we celebrate the Assumption of Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, we will say the Angelus Prayer after the dismissal.  If you wish 
to stay for this prayer you are welcome to do so.   

The Angel of the LORD declared unto Mary, 
And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary, full of grace; the LORD is with thee: blessed art thou 
amongst women, and blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, Jesus.* Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our 
death. 

Behold the handmaid of the LORD. 
Be it done unto me according to thy word. 

Hail Mary, full of grace; the LORD is with thee: blessed art thou 
amongst women, and blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, Jesus.* Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our 
death. 



And the Word was made flesh. 
And dwelt among us. 

Hail Mary, full of grace; the LORD is with thee: blessed art thou 
amongst women, and blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, Jesus.* Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our 
death. 

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 
That we might be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray, 
Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O LORD, Thy grace into our hearts; that, 
we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ, Thy Son, was made known by the 
message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the 
glory of His Resurrection. Through the same Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

***some thoughts from Rev. Mel 
 
In normal times today would be the patrol festival of St Mary’s 
Woodend and we would celebrate well!  Things are a little different this 
year of course but that’s no reason to cancel the celebrations of Our 
Lady.   
Maybe this year we could take some time to reflect quietly on the calling 
and response of this young woman Mary, and perhaps even ask her to 
pray for us as we try to make sense of all that is happening in the world 
right now. 
Perhaps we can take some time to read the passages of the Gospel and 
book of Acts where she appears and think about how her actions helped 
to transform God’s world. 
Mary is a great comfort to me during this time.  Her steady faithfulness 
is an example that I try to follow (I try!) as she said yes to a calling that 
she could not have foreseen would go the way that it did.  She trusted 
that God was with her and that God would guide her. 
We are in unchartered waters right now and some days it feels like the 
only thing we can do is trust in God presence with us. 
I pray that you will find comfort in Mary’s story this week.   Mel 



Now that we’ve come to our final week of interrogating Genesis I 
thought it might be helpful to have a couple of visual overviews of the 
genealogy and the land that we have been hearing about.  
 
I encourage you to try to read Genesis in one or two sittings so that 
you can get a feel for all of the activity (and so you can read the parts 
that we haven’t covered on Sundays!) 
 
We move onto Exodus in our Old Testament readings after today.  
Even though it is a different book Exodus flows directly from the final 
verses in Genesis. 
 
 

 
 



 
The Land of Israel was divided into twelve sections corresponding to the 
twelve tribes of Israel. The Tribe of Levi had no land appropriation but 
had six Cities of Refuge under their administration as well as the Temple 
in Jerusalem. There was no land allotment for the Tribe of Joseph, but 
Joseph's two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, received their father's land 
portion. 



 
 
Next week’s readings – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Exodus 1.8-2.10  Psalm 124 
Romans 12.1-8   Matthew 16.13-20 
 
 
 
 
Mission and Parish Giving 
To continue your financial commitment to the parish you can use the 
direct debit giving option: 
BSB 633 000, Account 1498 24906, Ref: Parish Giving. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PO Box 699, Woodend, VIC 3442 |  
www.woodendanglican.org.au   Priest: Rev’d Melissa Clark 0411 722 718 
Wardens: Greg Donaldson 0401 994 453 Robyn Leeder 0415 216 711 

www.facebook.com/woodendanglican/ 
 

Rev. Mel’s days off are Thursday and Friday  
 

 


