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'Carina' leaves P29.1-M 
irrigation, P112-M crop 
damage in Calabarzon 

CLEAN-UP WORKS. National Irrigation Administration (NIA)-Calabarzon personnel and members of irrigators 
associations conducting desilting and clearing operations along irrigation canals to remove debris and restore water flow 
after Super Typhoon Carina in this undated photo. NIA placed the estimated damage caused by 'Carina' to its irrigation 
systems at PHP29.1 million and approximately PHP111.81 million in agricultural losses, especially on rice crops. (Photo 
courtesy of NIA-Calabarzon)

The National Irrigation Administration 
(NIA) in Region 4A (Calabarzon) has placed the 
estimated damage caused by Super Typhoon Carina 
to its irrigation systems at PHP29.1 million and 
approximately PHP111.81 million in agricultural 
losses, especially on rice crops.

Engr. Precious Palacol, senior engineer at NIA 
Calabarzon, said in a phone interview on Tuesday 

Educational Assistance distributed to 
Cavite City PSP grantees 

On July 18, 2024, 
the Cavite Provincial 
Scholarship Program held 
a heartwarming event 
at Montano Hall, Cavite 
City, where 2,126 students 
received educational 
assistance. This significant 
gathering was attended by 
City Mayor Denver Reyes 
Chua, Vice Mayor Releigh 
Grepo Rusit, city councilors, 
and Governor Jonvic C. 
Remulla, who delivered an 
inspirational message to the 
beneficiaries. 

The hall was filled with 

DTI Cavite recognizes womenpreneurs 
during IDEAS Project Graduation Ceremony 

Graduation ceremony for 
the Batch 2 of the Increasing 
Digital Skills and E-commerce 
for Asean Women MSMEs 
(IDEAS) Project pushed 
through on July 24, 2024 in 
the City of Dasmariñas amidst 
typhoon Carina. 

The project, which is 
a partnership between the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI)-Cavite and 

Price freeze imposed over NCR, 
Cainta, 5 provinces

A price freeze is now in place in Metro Manila, five 
other provinces, and Cainta, Rizal after the declaration of 
a state of calamity.

Bataan, Batangas, Bulacan, Cavite, and Oriental 
Mindoro were also placed under a state of calamity 
on Thursday, Department of the Interior and Local 

Opening of 1st Cavite Football 
Cup held at Imus City

The much-anticipated Cavite Football Cup kicked 
off in a vibrant ceremony at the City of Imus Grandstand 
and Track Oval on July 20, 2024. This event, spearheaded 
by Cavite SK Federation President Hon. Chelsea Jillian G. 
Sarno, marks a significant milestone in promoting youth 
sports in the province, with support from Governor 
Jonvic C. Remulla and Vice Governor Athena Bryana D. 
Tolentino.

The program commenced with a warm welcome 
from City Mayor Alex L. Advincula, who expressed his 
enthusiasm for the initiative and its potential impact 
on the local community. Following the mayor’s address, 

Cavite Career Caravan in Carmona
In a remarkable display of collaboration and 

community support, the Cavite Career Caravan, held at 
the Carmona Community Center on July 19, 2024, was a 
resounding success. This event was organized by the Office 
of the Provincial Public Employment Service Manager, 
under the leadership of Ms. Rizalie Pinpin-Enero, and the 
Provincial SK Federation, led by Honorable Chelsea Sarno. 
It was held in partnership with the City Government 
of Carmona and the City Public Employment Service 
Office and attracted 245 jobseekers from CarSiGMA 
district. Esteemed officials such as Congressman Roy 

Strengthening 
Pharmacy 

Practice tackled 
in Assembly
The Philippine Society 

of Hospital Pharmacists 
- Cavite Chapter held its 
General Assembly 2024 
on July 19, 2024, at the 3rd 
floor Auditorium of the 
Cavite Collaboration Center 
for Public Health Building, 
GEAMH Compound in 
Trece Martires City.

The assembly with 
the theme “Strengthening 
Pharmacy Practice.”, 
focused on critical areas 
such as Cold Chain and 
Warehouse Operation, 
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ERRATUM

In the Notice of Extra-Judicial Sale, Foreclosure Case 
No. F-984-23 filed by Home Development Mutual Fund against 
LIGAYA D. CREENCIA (principal borrower) married to JOSELITO 
G. CREENCIA (co-borrower) published in Southern Tagalog 
Herald Cavite on December 31, 2023 and January 7 & 14, 
2024 the correct area of the mortgaged property is NINETY (90) 
SQUARE METERS and not what was published. Please be 
guided accordingly.
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August 4, 2024

that immediate repairs 
worth PHP5.1 million are 
needed for Level 1 damage, 
which involves restoring 
service areas, and PHP24 
million for Level 2 damage, 
which entails more extensive 
repairs to restore facilities to 
their original condition.

Among the notable 
damages reported are a 
20-meter collapsed canal 
lining on the west main 
canal of the Mayor River 
Irrigation System (RIS) in 
Mabitac, Laguna; the sluice 
gate of the Matanda River 
Irrigation System in Tanza, 
Cavite; and the brass dam 

and river channeling of the 
Agos River Irrigation System 
(RIS) in Infanta, Quezon. In 
terms of agricultural impact, 
Palacol reported that 4,987 
hectares of farmland and 
5,134 farmers have been 
affected, with estimated crop 
losses reaching PHP111.81 
million, predominantly 
affecting rice crops in their 
vegetative stage. Laguna 
province experienced the 
greatest damage, with 
PHP45.8 million reported 
under communal irrigation 
systems and PHP 34 million 
under national irrigation 
systems. The damage report 

will be forwarded to the 
Office of the Civil Defense 
(OCD) and the National 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Council 
for Quick Response Fund 
assistance. “Since last week, 

NIA Calabarzon, supported 
by Irrigators Associations, 
has initiated desilting and 
clearing operations along 
irrigation canals to remove 
debris and restore water 
flow,” Palacol said. (PNA)

Antimicrobial Stewardship 
(AMS), Dangerous Drug 
Stewardship, and Regulatory 
Updates, and convened 88 
participants.  Attendees 
witnessed informative 

presentations, engaging 
discussions, and valuable 
networking opportunities 
aimed at enhancing the 
practice of hospital pharmacy 
and ensuring the highest 

standards of patient care.
The event was a great 

success as it not only 
provided a platform for 
sharing knowledge and 
best practices but also 

emphasized the importance 
of collaboration among 
pharmacy professionals 
to address the evolving 
challenges within the 
healthcare sector.--- OPIO

M. Loyola, Mayor Dahlia 
Loyola and the city council 
attended the Cavite Career 
Caravan, demonstrating 
their unwavering support 
for both the job fair and the 
community. Various national 
government agencies were 
also present at the event, 

including SSS, Pag-IBIG, 
PhilHealth, NBI, PSA, PNP, 
and BIR, to assist applicants 
in their job search.

The event offered a 
beacon of hope for those 
seeking gainful employment 
by providing a wide array 
of job opportunities across 

various industries. One of 
the day’s highlights was 
the impressive success of 
50 jobseekers who secured 
employment on the spot, 
underscoring the event's 
effectiveness in connecting 
jobseekers with potential 
employers. The Cavite 

Career Caravan stands as a 
testament to the power of 
collaboration, community 
engagement, and dedicated 
public service. The success 
of this event bodes well for 
future efforts to combat 
unemployment and uplift the 
community.---OPIO

Government (DILG) 
Secretary Benhur Abalos 
announced. On Wednesday 
evening, Cainta Mayor 
Elenita Nieto put the 
municipality in the same 
status, after the Metro 
Manila Council decided 
to put the entire National 
Capital Region under a state 
of calamity due to the impact 
of the inclement weather.

The Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI) 
reminded stakeholders that 
a price freeze is automatically 
imposed on basic goods 
upon the declaration of a 
state of calamity.

The DTI also posted 

the prevailing prices of basic 
necessities. Prices range 
from PHP5 to PHP17 for 
350 ml to 500 ml bottled 
water; PHP15.40 to PHP27 
for 1-liter bottled water; and 
from PHP50 to PHP88 for 6- 
to 7-liter bottled water.

A 400- to 600-gram loaf 
of bread, as of July 24, costs 
from PHP40.50 to PHP8, 
while 250 grams to 300 
grams of pandesal cost a low 
of PHP23.50 and a high of 
PHP54.

Prices of 155-gram 
canned sardines range from 
PHP13.40 to PHP25.50, 
depending on the brand.

Prices of black coffee 

and 3-in-1 mix range from 
PHP4.10 to PHP84.50, 
depending on the brand and 
weight.

A 55-gram pack of 
instant noodles costs PHP7 
to PHP10.65.

Depending on the 
brand and size, the prices 
of condensed milk and 
condensada range from 
PHP33.50 to PHP105, 
while evaporated milk and 
evaporada prices range 
from PHP20.50 to PHP69. 
Powdered milk prices range 
from PHP44 to PHP162 for 
135- to 350-gram packs.

Prices of iodized salt 
range from PHP4.50 to 

PHP54 for 250-gram to 1-kg. 
packs.

Laundry soap prices 
should be frozen between 
PHP18.50 and PHP40, 
depending on the weight of 
the product.

Prices of candles in the 
next 60 days should only 
range from PHP33.42 to 
PHP177.50, depending on 
the brand, size, and pieces.

“The DTI urges 
the public to report any 
incident of overpricing and 
consumer violation to the 
DTI Consumer Care Hotline 
1-384 or at email address 
consumercare@dti.gov.ph,” 
the agency said. (PNA)

an air of excitement and 
anticipation as students await 
the educational grant from 
the provincial government. 
Governor Jonvic Remulla, 
who was warmly welcomed 
back to the city, shared 
his gratitude and joy as he 
spoke passionately about the 
importance of education and 
its role in shaping the future of 
the community. His message 
was both motivational 
and heartfelt, encouraging 
students to remain steadfast 
in their academic pursuits 
and to make the most of the 
opportunities provided to 
them.  Mayor Denver Reyes 
Chua, along with Vice Mayor 
Releigh Grepo Rusit and the 
city councilors, expressed 
their unwavering support 
for the scholarship program. 
Their presence underscored 
the local government's 
commitment to fostering 
educational growth and 

providing the necessary 
resources for the youth of 
Cavite City. Mayor Chua 
highlighted the collaborative 
effort between the provincial 
and city governments in 
ensuring that students 
receive the support they need 
to succeed. As the event drew 
to a close, the atmosphere 
was filled with a sense of 
achievement and optimism. 
The smiles on the faces of 
the beneficiaries reflected the 
joy and relief brought by the 
educational assistance. The 
Cavite Provincial Scholarship 
Program continues to 
support the academic 
aspirations of students, 
demonstrating a steadfast 
commitment to investing in 
the future of Cavite. 

This event marked 
another successful chapter 
in the ongoing mission of the 
Cavite Provincial Scholarship 
Program to empower the 

youth through education. 
By providing financial 
assistance and fostering a 
supportive environment, 
the program helps students 

to overcome challenges 
and achieve their dreams, 
contributing to the overall 
progress and development of 
the community.--- OPIO

Women’s Business Council 
Philippines, successfully 
assisted thirty-three (33) 
Womenpreneurs from Cavite 
and Laguna by providing them 
with 9 modules of training and 
workshops that delve into the 
various aspects of conducting 
business online, setting up 
an e-commerce website and 

implementing effective digital 
marketing strategies.  The 
project also served as platform 
for the MSMEs to showcase 
their products, network 
with potential partners, and 
gain further visibility in the 
market.

In her message, DTI 4-A 
Regional Director Marissa 

Argente urged the MSMEs to 
always seize opportunities by 
participating in the programs 
and projects by the DTI and 
other government agencies. 

She also thanked the 
Women Biz.ph for a fruitful 
collaboration and for their 
advocacy in elevating 
the businesses of women 

entrepreneurs.  DTI Cavite 
OIC-Provincial Director 
Lilibeth Chavez, Ideas Project 
Manager Dennis B. Paguio, 
Ideas resource speaker Jane 
Maghanoy, and Mr. Jaime 
Tepora of PCCI Cavite also 
graced the event to show their 
support to the MSMEs.

Hon. Chelsea Jillian G. Sarno 
delivered a comprehensive 
project review, highlighting 
the objectives and expected 
outcomes of the tournament.

Mr. Jay R. B. Rodil, OIC 
of the Office of the Provincial 
Youth Development Officer 
(OPYDO) encouraged young 
athletes to actively participate 

in sports, especially football, 
and assured them of the 
unwavering support from 
the Provincial Government 
of Cavite. His inspiring 
words aimed to motivate the 
youth to pursue excellence 
in athletics and to cultivate a 
strong sporting spirit.

The event was graced 

by the presence of SK 
Presidents from various 
cities and municipalities 
across Cavite, demonstrating 
their collective support 
and commitment to youth 
development through 
sports. The tournament saw 
enthusiastic participation 
from teams representing 

the City of Imus, City of 
General Trias, General 
Mariano Alvarez, Indang, 
City of Bacoor, Kawit, City 
of Carmona, Trece Martires 
City, Silang, and City of 
Dasmariñas.

In a display of unity 
and fair play, the Oath of 
Sportsmanship was recited, 

setting the tone for the 
competition. The highlight 
of the opening ceremony 
was the Declaration of 
the Opening of the Cavite 
Football Cup, followed 
by a ceremonial kick-off, 
signaling the official start of 
the tournament.

The Cavite Football Cup 

is more than just a sporting 
event; it is a celebration 
of youth, community, 
and the enduring spirit 
of sportsmanship. As 
the matches unfold, the 
tournament promises to 
be a showcase of talent, 
teamwork, and the unifying 
power of football.--- OPIO

Operation Tuli Program 
Transforms 81 Young Boys in Tanza

On July 19, 2024, a successful Operation tuli program was 
conducted in Brgy. Santol, Tanza, Cavite, benefiting a total of 
81 young Tanzanians from Brgys. Bunga, Santol and Bucal. 
This initiative, a collaboration between the medical practitioner 
from RHU-Tanza and the Office of the Provincial Health Of-
ficer, marked a significant step in transforming these boys to 
manhood.

The event’s success was credited to the concerted efforts 
of local officials, Office of the Provincial Governor and dedi-
cated medical professionals. Their commitment to community 
health and development was evident as they worked tirelessly to 
achieve their mission.--- OPIO
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION 
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT 
CITY OF IMUS, CAVITE 

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND 
(PAG-IBIG FUND), 
Mortgagee, 

-versus-

JULIE ANN S. RICAFOR married to 
CARMELITO B. RICAFOR, 
Mortgagors.
x--------------x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE 

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135 as 
amended by Act 4118 filed by HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL 
FUND (otherwise known as PAG-IBIG FUND), mortgagee, with 
principal place of business at The Petron Mega Plaza Building, 
No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City, against JULIE ANN 
S. RICAFOR married to CARMELITO B. RICAFOR of legal 
age, Filipino citizens, mortgagors, with residential and postal 
address at #161 Real Palico, Imus, Cavite and/or Lot 29, Blk. 2, 
The Legian Two North Subd., Calsadang Bago II Imus, Cavite to 
satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of March 26, 2024 
amounts to SIX HUNDRED NINETY NINE THOUSAND SIX 
HUNDRED FORTY FOUR PESOS & 17/100 (Php699,644.17), 
Philippine Currency, including interest and penalties, but excluding 
attorney's fees, sheriff's fees and all other charges incidental 
to this foreclosure and sale, the undersigned will sell at public 
auction on August 13, 2024 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or 
soon thereafter at the main entrance of the Office of the Clerk of 
Court, RTC-Imus Hall of Justice, Aguinaldo Highway, Imus City, 
Cavite to the highest bidder, for CASH and in Philippine Currency, 
the following property with all improvements therein, to wit: 

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE No. 057-2016030960 

A PARCEL OF LAND (LOT 29, BLK 2 OF THE CONS. SUBD. 
PLAN, PCS-04-027047, BEING A PORTION OF LOTS 1283 & 
1296, IMUS ESTATE (RS-04-005111), LOTS 41 TO 47, BLK 14, 
PCS-04-026053, LOT 1297-A (LRC) PSD-12236; LOTS 7-B, 9-B, 
10-B, 11-B, 12-B, 13-B, 14-B, 15-B, 16-B, 17-B, I8-B, 19-B, 20-
B, 21-B, 22-B AND 23-B ALL OF (LRA) PSD-423715) SITUATED 
IN CALSADANG BAGO II, IMUS, CAVITE, ISLAND OF LUZON. 
BOUNDED ON THE NE., ALONG LINE 1-2 BY ROAD LOT 1, 
ON THE SE., ALONG LINE 2-3 BY LOT 28 BLK 2, ON THE SW., 
ALONG LINE 3-4 BY LOT 1295, IMUS ESTATE (RS-04-004982), 
IRRIGATION DITCH, ON THE NW., ALONG LINE 4-1 BY LOT 30, 
BLK 2 ALL OF THE CONS. SUBD. PLAN. X X X CONTAINING AN 
AREA OF FORTY (40) SQUARE METERS X X X 

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above stated time and date. 

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date, it shall be held on August 20, 2024 at 10:00 o'clock in 
the morning without further notice. 

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said property and 
encumbrance therein if any there be 

City of Imus, Cavite, Philippines, June 21, 2024. 

MHINARD SANTOS
Sheriff IV

BRANCH 122

APPROVED BY:
ARMIE A. FRANCISCO

Clerk of Court VI

Copy Furnished:
HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND (PAG-IBIG FUND)
The Petron Mega Plaza Building, No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat 
Avenue, Makati City

ATTY. SIMEON P. MADRID
Attorney-In-Fact, S.P. Madrid & Associates
5th Floor Bedrock Building, Kayumanggi Center, Commonwealth 
Ave.,Matandang Balara, Quezon City

JULIE ANN S. RICAFOR married to CARMELITO B. RICAFOR
#161 Real Palico, Imus, Cavite AND/OR Lot 29, Blk. 2, The 
Legian Two North Subd.Calsadang Bago II, Imus, Cavite
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EXTRA-JUDICIAL 
FORECLOSURE OF REAL ESTATE 
MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135 AS 

AMENDED BY ACT 4118
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

Branch 90
DASMARIֹÑAS CITY, CAVITE

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND
(Otherwise known as PAG-IBIG Fund),
Petitioner/Mortgagee,

-versus-

IMELDA MONGADO MARRIED TO
JOHNNY MONGADO both are represented by
Attorney-In-Fact, VERONICA TAN
Respondent/Mortgagor.
x------------x

File No. FC-DC-1407-24
EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED

BY ACT 4118

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as 
amended by Act 4118 filed by the petitioner/mortgagee, HOME 
DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND (Otherwise known as PAG-
IBIG Fund), a government financial institution duly organized 
and existing under and by virtue of Republic Act No. 9679, with 
postal address at The Petron Mega Plaza Building, No. 358 Sen. 
Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City against respondents/mortgagors, 
IMELDA MONGADO MARRIED TO JOHNNY MONGADO both 
are represented by Attorney-In-Fact, VERONICA TAN with postal 
address at (1) 172B 4th St., Cor. Road 3, Pildera II, NAIA, Pasay 
City; and 2) Lot 79 Block 1, San Marino South 1, BO. Salawag, 
Dasmarinas, Cavite 4114 and for the satisfaction of the mortgaged 
debt which as of May 07, 2024 amounts to THREE HUNDRED 
THIRTY FIVE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY FIVE 
PESOS AND 58/100 (Php335,375.58), exclusive of all legal 
fees and expenses incidental to this foreclosure and sale, the 
undersigned Sheriff will sell at public auction on SEPTEMBER 
17, 2024 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning or soon thereafter in 
the Court Room of Branch 90, Regional Trial Court, Ground Floor, 
Dasmariñas Community Affairs (DASCA) Building, Congressional 
Road, Burol II, Dasmariñas City, Province of Cavite to the highest 
bidder and for CASH or CERTIFIED CHECK, in Philippine 
Currency, the following described real property together with all 
the buildings and other improvements existing thereon, to wit:

Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-534388

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in the 
Mun. of Dasmarinas Prov. of Cavite bounded and described as 
follows:

A parcel of land (Lot 79 Blk. 1 of the cons. Subd. plan, 
Pcs-042104-0085 being a portion of the cons. Of Lots 5716, 
Imus Estate, Blk. 3, Psd-04-047683 & Blk. 25, Pcs-042100-
008181, LRC Rec. No.), situated in the Bo. of Salawag, Mun. of 
Dasmarinas, Prov. of Cavite. Bounded on the NE., along line 1-2 
by Lot 77, Blk. 1, on the SE., along line 2-3 by Blk. 18 (Excluded 
Area), on the S., along line 3-4 by Rd. Lot 3 and on the N., along 
line 4-1 by Lot 78, Blk. 1, all of the cons. Subd. plan. Beginning 
at a pt. marked “1” on plan being N. 43 deg. 38'W., 63.38 m. from 
Mon. No. 164, Imus Estate, thence S. 49 deg. 01’E., 7.00 m. to 
pt. 2; thence S. 20 deg. 15’W., 10.69 m. to pt 3; thence N. 49 
deg. 01’W., 10.79 m. to pt. 4; thence N. 40 deg. 59’E., 10.00 m. 
to pt. of beginning, containing an area of EIGHTY NINE (89) SQ. 
METERS. All points referred to are indicated on the plan and 
are marked on the ground by PS cyl. Conc. mons. 15x60cm., 
bearings true; date of orig. survey, July 27, 1905-June 11, 1908 & 
that of the cons. Subd. survey, April 4-16, 1994 & was approved 
on June 9, 1994. 

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title of the said real property and 
the encumbrance thereon, if there be any.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above-stated time and date.

In the event that the public auction should not take place on 
the said date and time it shall be held on OCTOBER 01, 2024, at 
the same time and place without further notice. 

Dasmariñas City, Cavite, July 22, 2024

ARLYN P. BARCELON
Sheriff IV

ATTY. MARCELA L. BAYBAY
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff

Copy furnished:
HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND
(Otherwise known as PAG-IBIG Fund)
The Petron Mega Plaza Bldg.,
No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City

MARIA VICTORIA D. CAPIRAL
PAULINO E. CASES, JR.
Cases Collection & Associates Law Offices
6th Floor, JELP Business Solutions Building,
409 Addition Hills, Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong City

IMELDA MONGADO MARRIED TO
JOHNNY MONGADO both are represented by
Attorney-In-Fact, VERONICA TAN
(1) 172B 4th St., Cor. Road 3, Pildera II, NAIA, Pasay City;
(2) Lot 79 Block 1, San Marino South 1, BO. Salawag, Dasmarinas, 
Cavite

Notice posted at:
1. The Bulletin Board of Regional Trial Court, Dasmariñas 
City, Cavite
2. The Bulletin Board of Dasmariñas City Hall
3. The Bulletin Board of Dasmariñas City Post Office
4. The Bulletin Board of Dasmariñas City Public Market

PUBLICATION: Southern Tagalog Herald Cavite
DATES: August 4, 11 and 18, 2024

Recto: GOCCs' idle funds 
to be used for projects 

accelerating growth
By Anna Leah Gonzales

Finance Secretary Ralph Recto on Tuesday said the un-
utilized government subsidies will be used exclusively to fund 
the list of projects identified under the unprogrammed appro-
priations as mandated by the 2024 General Appropriations 
Act (GAA).

Recto, during the Senate Committee on Health and De-
mography's inquiry on the implementation of the Universal 
Health Care Act, including the utilization of PhilHealth funds 
for program benefits, said that if the projects were to be fund-
ed with additional borrowings, it would increase the country’s 
deficit-to-GDP (gross domestic product) ratio from 5.6 per-
cent in 2023 to 6.4 percent in 2024.

He said this would also hike the debt-to-GDP ratio from 
60.6 percent to 61.4 percent this year.

Recto said this means the country will have to pay an ad-
ditional PHP12.7 billion in interest payments every year.

“In effect, we will not hit our Medium-Term Fiscal Pro-
gram. And this may put pressure on our investment grade 
rating,” he added.

A credit rating downgrade will increase the country’s 
borrowing rates by around one full percentage point, translat-
ing to additional interest payments of at least PHP15 billion 
annually.

Recto said a downgrade will also generate significant un-
certainties that may destabilize the country’s macroeconom-
ic environment and jeopardize the country’s recovery efforts 
from the pandemic.

He said the projects under the list of unprogrammed 
appropriations include but are not limited to the Davao City 
By-Pass Construction Project; Samal Island Davao City Con-
nector Project; Panay-Guimaras-Negros Island Bridges; Bata-
an-Cavite Interlink Bridge Project; Metro Manila Subway 
Project; and the Salary Standardization VI for government 
employees.

“To fund the unprogrammed appropriations, Congress 
determined that there is another way aside from new taxes as 
well as debts," Recto said, adding this is through collecting the 
idle and unused money of government-owned and controlled 
corporations (GOCCs).

“Our cost-benefit analysis shows that the projects to be 
funded by the Unprogrammed Appropriations --na utos ng 
Kongreso (ordered by Congress) --will hike real [gross do-
mestic product] GDP growth by 0.7 percent, increase an ad-
ditional PHP23 (billion)-PHP24.4 billion in revenues, and 
create hundreds of thousands of jobs,” he said. 

Recto said implementing these projects will help the gov-
ernment hit its target of 6 to 7 percent growth for the year, 
especially after Super Typhoon Carina ravaged Metro Manila, 
the country’s economic powerhouse that comprises 31 per-
cent of its GDP.

During the inquiry, Recto reiterated there is a legal basis 
behind the use of the PhilHealth’s unutilized funds to finance 
projects under the unprogrammed appropriations.

He said the DOF moved in line with Republic Act No. 
11975 or the GAA 2024, which was approved by the Congress.

The DOF first reviewed and studied the provision to 
determine its merit, assessing if it will help in growing the 
economy and also consulted the Governance Commission for 
GOCCs. Recto said the DOF also sought the legal opinions of 
the Government Corporate Counsel and the Commission on 
Audit to ensure full compliance with the law.

He added the DOF received favorable legal opinions on 
the matter and was advised that PhilHealth’s PHP89.9 billion 
unutilized government subsidies are not part of its reserve 
funds, nor income that is being restricted by the Universal 
Health Care Act to be used by the national government as a 
general fund. (PNA)
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Cavite Governor Jonvic 
Remulla distributes 

incentives to BHW and BNS
In a gesture of appreci-

ation and support, Governor 
Jonvic Remulla personal-
ly handed over ceremonial 
cheques to Barangay Health 
Workers (BHW) and Ba-
rangay Nutrition Scholars 
(BNS) during a special event 
held at the Cavite State Uni-
versity (CvSU) Silang Cam-
pus on July 19, 2024. 

The event highlighted 
the provincial government's 
recognition of these unsung 
heroes' contribution to the 
health and well-being of 
communities.

A total of ₱9,378,900 
was allocated for the in-

centives of 921 BNS, while 
₱24,480,000 was distributed 
among 2,400 BHWs for the 
first semester of 2024. These 
incentives recognize the vi-
tal role that these health and 
nutrition workers play in 
promoting public health and 
ensuring the delivery of es-
sential services at the grass-
roots level.

Governor Remulla, in 
his speech, expressed his 
gratitude for the unwavering 
dedication and hard work 
of the BHWs and BNS. He 
acknowledged their critical 
role in the province's health 
system, especially during 

challenging times such as 
the recent pandemic. The 
event was also attended by 
Sen. Tito Sotto, Sen. Francis 
Tolentino, Agimat Partylist 
Representative Bryan Revil-
la, some local officials, com-
munity leaders, and the ben-
eficiaries themselves, who 
were visibly moved by the 
recognition and support from 
the provincial government. 

The incentive distribu-
tion not only provides finan-
cial assistance but also serves 
as a morale booster for the 
health workers, reinforcing 
their commitment to serving 
their communities.--- OPIO

DA to assist oil spill-affected 
fisherfolks

Department of Agriculture (DA) 
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel on 
Tuesday bared plans to assist fisher-
folks in areas affected by the oil spill 
from the sunken motor tanker (MT) 
Terra Nova off Limay town, Bataan 
province.

In an ambush interview, he said 
the DA may utilize part of the fund 
intended for fuel subsidies, or from 
the PHP1-billion of its quick response 
fund (QRF).

“Ang tingin kong pinakamagan-
dang gawin diyan is the fuel subsidy 
para makalayo sila at makapunta sila 
sa ibang lugar (I think the best thing to do is give them fuel subsidy so they can go to 
other areas) to continue their catching fish and deliver it to the market,” Laurel said.

The DA has around PHP510.447 million budget for fuel subsidy which is initially 
set to be distributed to crop, livestock, and poultry farmers who own or rent production 
machinery.

“We are also figuring out the menu kung ano kailangang ibigay (what is needed to be 
given) using the QRF,” Laurel said.

The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), meanwhile, assured contin-
ued assessment and evaluation of the quality and safety of fish for consumption from the 
affected areas.

“Diyan po sa bahagi ng (In the parts of) Tanza, Cavite, Naic, Noveleta, and Rosario. 
May napapabalita nang dumadaong na oil slick na posibleng nanggagaling na doon sa 
lumubog na barko (There are reported oil slick that are possibly coming from the sunken 
ship),” BFAR Spokesperson Nazario Briguera said during the Bagong Pilipinas Ngayon 
(BPN) briefing.

In terms of fishing ban implementation, Briguera said it is now up to the local gov-
ernments to assess the real-time situation.

“Nasa local government units na ang pagpapasya kung magdedeklara sila base doon 
sa actual na nangyayari sa kanilang lokalidad (The decision will be coming from the local 
government units based on the actual events in their localities),” he said.

Briguera said the public should no longer consume crustaceans, shellfish, and other 
fishes with visible oil slick.

Overall, the BFAR said the estimated loss of income for all registered fishers in Metro 
Manila, Central Luzon, and Calabarzon may reach as high as PHP351 million if the oil 
spill continues to spread for 22 days.

To date, there are 46,000 fishers registered in the said regions. (PNA)

AID TO FISHERS. The Department of Agriculture is planning 
to provide aid to fishers in areas affected by the oil spill caused 
by a sunken vessel off Limay town, Bataan province. In an am-
bush interview on Tuesday (Juky 30, 2024), Agriculture Sec-
retary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said the DA may utilize funds 
intended for fuel subsidies, or from the PHP1-billion it has as 
quick response fund (QRF). (PNA file photo by Ben Briones)

Presidential Proclamation No. 1180 
declares July of each year as “National 

Anti-Trafficking in Persons 
Awareness Month

The Presidential Proc-
lamation No. 1180 declares 
July of each year as “National 
Anti-Trafficking in Persons 
Awareness Month. It aims 
to increase awareness and 
foster social consciousness 
especially among vulnerable 
communities, regarding hu-
man trafficking. It aligns with 
the Philippines observance 
of the Worlds Day against 
Trafficking (WDAT) every 
30th, July as a signatory to 
the United Nations Conven-
tion Against Transnational 
Organized Crime and its 
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress 

and Punish Trafficking in Persons, particularly women and 
children.

Imuseños benefitted in another 
health outreach program

On July 17, 2024, the Office of the Provincial Governor, in partnership with the Office 
of the Provincial Health Officer, was back on track for another leg of medical mission at 
Medicion II-C in the City of Imus, catering a total of 336 beneficiaries.

The beneficiaries were able to access free consultation with the medical practitioners 
of OPHO and Imus City Health Office to address their medical concerns and worries. 
Thereafter, free medicines and vitamin supplements were dispensed by the OPG team to 
help ease the financial constraints of the constituents. The health outreach program was 
initiated to enhance the overall welfare of Caviteños.


