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How We Used What’s In Your Pocket?

We are an elementary school serving around 900 students grades PreK-5. We are
located in central Indiana.

We selected the book for our 2023-24 One School One Book program with the
idea that we would do monthly activities featuring each of the scientists.

Every few weeks, our principals would read aloud one section of the book during a
virtual Community Circle. Extension activities and lessons would take place in
classrooms, in the library, and as a school.

Our One School One Book program is funded by our PTO.
In this slide show, you will find our timeline and resources.

If you have questions, please contact me at taryn_hassler@nobl.k12.in.us. You
can also follow me on X @tarynhassiler.



mailto:taryn_hassler@nobl.k12.in.us

Community Circle 1: George Washington Carver

During this session, our principals introduced the book and read aloud the first few pages, the
spread featuring George Washington Carver, and the end of the book. After pointing out how
young Carver followed his interests, they read the biography in the back of the book to
emphasize how young Carver’s passions became his purpose.

Teachers were encouraged to do a follow up lesson using one or more of the resources provided.
For a whole school activity, we held a milkweed release.

In the library, we focused on milkweed and seed dispersal.

Notes:

As this was our kickoff and the start of the year, this session is a lot more involved.
If | were redoing this project, I'd have gotten out our Nature Museum at the beginning as Fall is really the best
collection time.

e You will notice that many of the library lessons focused on science. This is because we had new ELA and Math
curriculum and our teachers needed more support with science and social studies.
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https://www.getepic.com/app/read/51668
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/43521
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/75192

Videos



Story Bots: Great Innovators (best after biography)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0wS4DCBm6M
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=766aZ2t9dmM

Henry Ford Museum (3:30)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3y-NmRxVHOA

Black America World Changers on epic!
(3:00)



https://www.getepic.com/app/read/79579

Activities

Find more games and activities at pbskids.org/xavier
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https://www.pbs.org/parents/printables/george-washington-carver-coloring-page
https://www.pbs.org/parents/printables/george-washington-carver-connect-the-dotse-Washington-Carver-writing-papers-FREEBIE-496702?st=6a46eaa11fd66536d5d66dab3bda1afe

Activities

George Washington Carver loved
to draw and paint flowers. Some
ideas:

Directed Draw Flower

How to Draw a Flower video
Practice cut & paste by making
flower collage.

Read aloud from The Secret
Garden of George Washington
Carver while you create.
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Name: Date:
George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver was
born in 1864 in Missouri, He was a
scientist that invented, or made, many
things. He invented mayonnaise, paint
and shaving cream. He made many
things from peanuts and sweet
potatoes. George Washington Carver
taught many things to farmers to help
them grow better crops.

|

THE
iy

|

i
élggl;

i
i

!

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER

F 0y L WL N D i



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/George-Washington-Carver-reading-comprehension-FREE-1164563?st=8ae86ff58033891b4e31bf7e689517a1
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/George-Washington-Carver-Black-History-Month-Activities-FREEBIE-5218793?st=6a46eaa11fd66536d5d66dab3bda1afeeorge-Washington-Carver-reading-comprehension-FREE-1164563?st=8ae86ff58033891b4e31bf7e689517a1
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/George-Washington-Carver-Packet-1546725?st=6a46eaa11fd66536d5d66dab3bda1afe
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/George-Washington-Carver-writing-papers-FREEBIE-496702?st=6a46eaa11fd66536d5d66dab3bda1afe

Free Graphic Organizers

GEORGE VASHIYGTON CARVER g D BLACK eg Dl i It sl

ORGANIZER & WRITING PROMPT
G .

Seorge

u
!r'{%gi}?

i

i

1ncented more
.-n:m
¥

M
it

POCKETFUL OF SCIENCE



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/George-Washington-Carver-Black-History-Month-Activities-FREEBIE-5218793?st=6a46eaa11fd66536d5d66dab3bda1afeeorge-Washington-Carver-reading-comprehension-FREE-1164563?st=8ae86ff58033891b4e31bf7e689517a1
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Black-History-Month-George-Washington-Carver-Organizer-and-Writing-Prompts-7663870?st=f7ed02dc02c3143e87c197ab68ffb2d4
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/BLACK-HISTORY-MONTH-SCIENTIST-RESEARCH-BANNER-GEORGE-WASHINGTON-CARVER-4391561?st=f7ed02dc02c3143e87c197ab68ffb2d4

Whole School Activity:
Milkweed Pod Exploration

To mimic the story, we gathered our students
outdoors and gave them each a milkweed pod to
open. It was a windy day so it really helped us
show off wind dispersion. See it in action here.

Supplies:
e Milkweed Pods (we sourced from ebay)
e Ziploc Bags (in case students wanted to take pods
home)

Notes:

e We had our students sit in a large circle in our
recess area.

e Teachers handed out pods in baggies AFTER they
got outside.

e This is MESSY, be sure to clear it with your
custodial staff. Lots of fluff found its way back in the
school.

e  Alert for allergies. While dried pods are fine to
touch, that much fluff in the air can be difficult for
those with seasonal allergies.



https://x.com/tarynhassler/status/1707853656484135036
https://www.ebay.com/itm/123076361159?var=423499611717&_trkparms=amclksrc%3DITM%26aid%3D777008%26algo%3DPERSONAL.TOPIC%26ao%3D1%26asc%3D20240131095853%26meid%3D16ed618d0ec04cd08d094e1a6cae6e0e%26pid%3D101949%26rk%3D1%26rkt%3D1%26itm%3D423499611717%26pmt%3D0%26noa%3D1%26pg%3D4375194%26algv%3DRecentlyViewedItemsV2&_trksid=p4375194.c101949.m162918&_trkparms=parentrq%3A3bd318601900ab9fdeaed4ecfffff8c0%7Cpageci%3Af977495d-2ff2-11ef-b636-de18678415b3%7Ciid%3A1%7Cvlpname%3Avlp_homepage

Milkweed/Seed Dispersal
Resources



Books on Epic

secectared o

How Seeds Get Around

written by Pam Holden


https://www.getepic.com/app/read/28981
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/12752
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/50549
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https://www.getepic.com/app/read/76687
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/71883
https://www.myon.com/reader/index.html?archive_code=tio_sseed_f13

Online Read Aloud



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dQIIcJZ68c

Videos

~ SEED DISPERSAL METHODS
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= Free TPT
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Seed-Dispersal-Graphic-Organizer-9475758?st=9c6ace8f8d87dc964d3adb5dfc4f4a49
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqgVks9NViQ
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How Sced



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CCOWHa-qfc
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KIYVGXT1lA

DISSEMINATION
OF SEEDS



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XElVeDsDpUw

Milkweed/Seed Activities
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Coloring Pages

Monarch Butterfly Life Cycle
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Seed-Dispersal-4854635?st=9c6ace8f8d87dc964d3adb5dfc4f4a49
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a91d0ba1137a6fdeeb6d6fa/t/60c69e51c21ff2642a58fac5/1623629398002/Life-Cycle-Monarch-Butterfly_Illustrated-by-Devin-McSherry.pdf
https://loudounwildlife.org/themencode-pdf-viewer/?file=https://loudounwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/MonarchLifeCycle_Samantha_Gallagher.pdf

Free TPT Helicopter Template

Seed Dispersal STEM Challenge


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/PAPER-HELICOPTER-TEMPLATE-FREEBIE-8757619?st=9c6ace8f8d87dc964d3adb5dfc4f4a49
https://ecotarium.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Helicopter-Seed-Challenge.pdf

Community Circle 2: William Beebe

During this session, our principal read aloud the section on William Beebe and re-read the
ending. After sharing a few noticings and wonderings, she read the biography in the back of the
book.

Teachers were encouraged to do a follow up lesson using one or more of the resources provided.

For a whole school activity, students watched a fulldome show about ocean exploration inside an
inflatable dome.

In the library, we focused on deep ocean exploration.

Notes:

e William Beebe was our biggest surprise as none of us had ever heard of him and he was such a big deal in his
time. The kids were really captivated by the idea of being plunged into the depths of the ocean in an iron ball. It
was definitely my favorite lesson!



Book Suggestions:
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvLiG8P7uq0

Reenactment of How Beebe Described
What He Was Seeing to the Surface

DEEP SEA CREATURE SKETCHING

WiTH DR, WILLIAM BEEBE



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGLi80UDG4o



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75S7Ki_q14c

LAYERS OF THE

OCEAN



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ArwPfNgSKE



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UD5laHfLOqQ
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYsAK24le6U

Interview with Deep Sea Biologist
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OHOYEHgudc

Into the Deep Read Aloud
(with cool stuff at the History of Diving Museum)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTBSEsyO2bU

Author Talk (1 hour)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Lm15CBWy9U

Featured in:
Otis and Will Discover the Deep
Watch Her Speak Here (46:00)

nders of nature and science. And | should know. When
aduated from Smith College with a degree in zoology,

jvisor pulled a letter from Beebe out of her bottom

duate in zoology with him on expeditions. | applied, interviewed for four hours, and became Beebe’s
stant at his field station in Trinidad in the Southern Caribbean! Part of my job was helping him with
“'rrespondence. He'd toss letters from well-known scientists aside so he could answer letters from
n,s ing that scientists could wait; the opportunity to inspire a child was more important. He'd often

"gé ervations to make or experiments to do, and ask the children to write back. He inspired me to
elp children in my career as a science liorarian, and this fine book carries on his legacy of stimulating the

osity of children and capturing their imaginations.
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https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-8687/?

Think About It!

What does this quote mean to you?

“The is-ness of things is well worth studying; but it is
their why-ness that makes life worth living.”

-William Beebe



Explore the ocean with Dr. Robert Ballard
and the Corps of Exploration

There iIs much to see on the Nautilus Live site,
but the live feed of current research is really cool!



https://nautiluslive.org/live/quad

Free Printables

Ocean Info, Animal Research Page, Crossword Puzzle, etc.
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https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Ocean-Zones-Download.pdf

Whole School Activity:
Fulldome Deep Sea Show

Our district has access to a mobile planetarium
system. | used this system to show snippets of
Into the Deep which featured the Bathysphere.
For our younger students, | created a simple
Canva presentation on Ocean Layers that still
gave them an “under the sea” feel but was more
age-appropriate.

Notes:

° Do a Google search to see if you have access to a Mobile
Planetarium. Many regional education service centers will have
them or local universities will rent them.

° While this turned out to be one of the coolest things we did, it was
a right time/right place situation. I'd just attended training for the
system and then decided to try it out with a fulldome show.

° This activity can be adapted to whatever technology you have on
hand- VR, iPads, projectors. You can even purchase an ocean
laser projector for your classroom.


https://www.fulldomeondemand.com/shows_more.html#ITD
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFzwx4MSzY/nFfxSvWX5794Dk8fqIvNEQ/view?utm_content=DAFzwx4MSzY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor

Library Activities

Bathysphere Blueprints: Students used white
color pencils on blue construction paper to
design their own deep sea submersibles.
Deep Sea Drawing Game: Students paired up
to emulate how Beebe described animals to
artists over the radio broadcast. One student
had a photo and had to describe it to another
student who was the artist. For extra flair, we
used neon crayons and black lights.

Plastic Sea Creatures: Students could create
deep sea playscapes with these animals.
Cartesian Diver: Students could experiment
with submersible science with this Cartesian
Diver ball.

Since this lesson, | found this simple Cartesian
Diver experiment.



https://www.amazon.com/Crayola-Crayons-School-Supplies-24Count/dp/B07W22WF84/ref=sr_1_3?crid=160ZZC8ZSPGCY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TPWOo3p06JNWNsU0Aw2stIcP0JtTpfA4fJwG7hALsXWGUMHSI9cZMUqFb2BPVad9gKhuORbZPMWDCRehbVYklIMkBc_PGr2jDK4mdTV7mDbifWaTQLuLObpK_k1NPGQhmOasOEP_8-5B3V6HZmQjFo4wVJnIGHuTmWCBy7pG_19gtHnkNAaB5BaR8uGRLub20MU-LEddBEWoTtqC6A7yzX-4ky-8Ky3MYXs88kJSmeGFPqASd14gcj8NeTUXMpvi0UjlLDkgkM29qxSY01rmB12-wnEiAQF5bdMatgcTaeA.OTtaVPsoLHp9V-zEhJnzG94fUTsRUnaovkyTGB8SmI4&dib_tag=se&keywords=glow+crayons&qid=1718994596&sprefix=glow+crayon%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Safari-Ltd-Deep-Sea-Creatures/dp/B00HDSM5F0/ref=sr_1_11_sspa?crid=2INII00UPHINP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MpkFnWWqLO6xirRoXOdYQqEW9k7VomDbS0FjEWcpl_z-TRWq_4pCFF8OuBt-VAzA5GgE8ruGq8r8b5cBC2bMqxpE4vJdg7F46DBZ-qFZMbEMwC-6jXspnsqaJlVhGg6eRlKKJRWULKqbSmvM8JFwp3a4wvBslaB9fQhz83hnh8wfRd8oIyz787wHtqzXZGnUlz0FpXNH0uLMU8QxjeJ2iSEqAxKvX7irjCbPW3IjrrdizMge1Xjgs82db7BFAEcyxJydrYgAjQ6_3JA5bbavvmv74JCnZ9jj1-cNOll7PXo.X-sbzlB3D3ZmTrz1yOJwoS_giYTH2RgTtzHn8xDGqxg&dib_tag=se&keywords=plastic+deep+sea+creatures&qid=1718994703&sprefix=plastic+deep+sea+creatures+%2Caps%2C116&sr=8-11-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&psc=1
https://sci-supply.com/archimedes-ball-cartesian-diver-submarine-diving-demo/
https://sci-supply.com/archimedes-ball-cartesian-diver-submarine-diving-demo/
https://coolscienceexperimentshq.com/bottle-diver-science-experiment/
https://coolscienceexperimentshq.com/bottle-diver-science-experiment/

Community Circle 3: Charles Darwin, Meg Lowman,
Diego Cisneros-Heredia

During this session, the author of the book, Heather L. Montgomery, joined our virtual Community
Circle and read aloud the sections on Charles Darwin, Meg Lowman, and Diego
Cisneros-Heredia. She then led our students in a sorting activity.

Teachers were encouraged to do a follow up lesson using one or more of the resources provided.

In the library, we explored bins for scientific sorting.

Notes:

e Due to unforeseen circumstances, we fell behind in our plans. To account for this, we postponed our Jane Goodall
session and combined these scientists into “The Collectors”.
e As it was the end of the semester, we did not study these scientists as thoroughly as the others.



Book Suggestions:
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Books Available on epic!



https://www.getepic.com/collection/33181717/charles-darwin?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=collection&share=10060556068



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnvjRj7aOYg

Galapagos Song (3:30)


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Q0D9cfKE5s

Canopy Meqg’s website



https://canopymeg.com/megs-story/

Nat Geo: Meg Lowman (2:30)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3M68CXhq50

Layers of the Rainforest (3:49)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gHXoDPHTLw

Forest/Tree Books on epic!
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https://www.getepic.com/app/read/71639
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/55296
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/50963
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/82516
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/58938
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/47644
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/44007

Interactive Map of Forest Walkways



https://canopymeg.com/canopymeg-missions/mission-green/#walkways

From Wikipedia:

He grew up in Ecuador and from an early
age was interested in natural history. By
the age of 10, he was collecting data on
birds. By 17, he had already discovered
new species of frogs. After many years of
research and education, he is now a
professor and director of his university’s
museum of zoology. He continues to do
research and advocates for the rain forest
ecology.

Diego Cisneros-Heredia’'s website
(in both English & Spanish)



https://cisneros-heredia.org/
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diego_F._Cisneros-Heredia

Books about the Rainforest on epic!

How HIGH IN
THE RAINFOREST?

Y RAINFOREST ANIMAL HABITATS



https://www.getepic.com/app/read/47253
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/50917
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/50917
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/58163

Rainforest Song (3:30)


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBgV75NQRlQ

Whole School Activity:
Virtual Author Visit

Heather L. Montgomery joined our virtual
Community Circle to read aloud from the book
and to lead the students in a sorting activity.



Library Activities

We did a lesson on animal classification
and then had bins for students to play
with. Bins included plastic animals with
classification charts, seashells, living/non
living things, and rocks and minerals.
Some of these bins we have as regular
parts of bin time so we invited students to
think about them differently and to share
their sorting methods with us.



https://www.canva.com/design/DAF5zJcmfsk/w2_RAzDXLPTWXBPVgjNC4g/view?utm_content=DAF5zJcmfsk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor

Community Circle 4: Jane Goodali

During this session, our principals read aloud the Jane Goodall section as well as the end. After
some discussion, they read the biography in the back.

Teachers were encouraged to do a follow up lesson using one or more of the resources provided.

In the library, we created primate habitats.

Notes:

e Jane Goodall was probably our most popular scientist. The kids really connected with her and spent many more

months building habitats with our bin supplies.
e We did not do a Whole School Event this session as we were hosting our Family Science Night during this
timeframe.



Book Suggestions:

Jane Googall

Books Available on epic!

See Also Jane Goodall's Scrapbook that
provides photos & stories for inference, main
idea, etc.



https://www.getepic.com/collection/33262013/jane-goodall?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=collection&share=10060556068
http://www.lessonsforhope.org/scrapbook_in.asp



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PwcY_axJwA
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More current interview


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HViQX1x1jf0

How Every Individual’s Actlong I 5

‘Can Make a Big Impact
‘with Dr. Jane Goodall

Skype in the Classroom

Great intro video with interview (15:00)
(Note: I'm using part of the Nat Geo intro video for 5th Grade Library)


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sqimoNf9X1w

Great Interview to help kids think through environmental issues. (5:30)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzddFUM30sI

(5:25)

Interview with Jane


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcagKbhl_-w
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Me...Jane read aloud by Jane Goodall (7:00)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JoxP8Nh63oU

Read Aloud of Little People, Big Dreams Biography (5:01)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pESavD4aXhc

| HE WATCH

= Jane Goodall’s Life with the Chiimps» -

The Watcher
Animated Story

On Epic

Jeanette Winter


https://www.getepic.com/app/read/74521
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Jane Goodall narrates the poem. (3 20)


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gX0HOy8Pi54

| Indoor Recess Fun:
Seek & Find Book
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https://www.getepic.com/app/read/76782

More Read Alouds with
Jane Goodall

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBp2NCth7bOZbLv-8cWzFHDKEvyxpusd-7



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBp2NCth7bOZbLv-8cWzFHDKEyxpusd-7

Wildlife Drawing with
Jane Goodall Institute

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBp2NCth7bOYkSnD-55d33thnKk66aGO-



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBp2NCth7bOYkSnD-55d33thnKk66aGO-

Becoming Jane
Virtual Exhibit

https://www.voutube.com/playlist?list=PLdigWK-4{VXr5xVn7VkHwJXapSTn5xcv2



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLdiqWK-4jVXr5xVn7VkHwJXgpSTn5xcv2

Whole School Activity:
Family Science Night

As we have an annual Family Night
during this time of year, we opted to not
do a Whole School Activity for this
session. Students and their families were
invited to join us in “Exploring Our World”
at a free evening event.



Library Activities

After watching one of these interviews
with Jane Goodall, students were
invited to create primate habitats.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jywj9Q15VCl2Ov8b3kFnL-5wAemfV35hlRGyj-Ied38/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jywj9Q15VCl2Ov8b3kFnL-5wAemfV35hlRGyj-Ied38/edit?usp=sharing

Community Circle 5: Mary Anning

During this session, our principals read aloud the Mary Anning section as well as the end. They
also read aloud The Dinosaur Lady.

As we were entering a testing schedule at this time, we did not ask teachers to do anything in
their classrooms. Although, to our good fortune, Scholastic News featured her around the same
time.

In the library, we focused on fossils.

Notes:

e Mary Anning’s life really fired up the students. She was struck by lightning! She had to work instead of going to
school! She wasn'’t allowed to present her findings! They certainly felt indignant on her behalf. And then you add in
coprolite and they were all in!


https://www.amazon.com/Dinosaur-Lady-Linda-Skeers/dp/172820951X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3ARH1OK65OKCX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3PoyiaTsqiQ-c5AqgYcDEdC8-qeOcqZsiiEmZGqK6N4kr_ZETApMdb7kuhdL6uBk_9tivuGiC2kL5DWG1uYgBenevdz9Byqq2XjMP2ALKkmHjYUK4IX9deCGzSG8E_uGeF68mtb5jZhJghCKur8pt6OFqJcYFPah45JOgnDotKhIx1uN1bC-EQvFGMVFZ8nXJG32c0VEQG-00lvhcjBVLTZx5_XL8H_Dr07JAMpriACZ807X5W_qPK6-uyucnbdBuNNCtgGXO3pal0OX5iOLD_IqUn8MQ17s5H5x_6C3pA0.fOB90NRaYMSA7K1af5P9IW6ZM_obWOD2mgIoLfscqWw&dib_tag=se&keywords=mary+anning&qid=1718998887&sprefix=mary+anning%2Caps%2C133&sr=8-1

Book Suggestions:

- Fossil
HUNIER

X HOW MARY ANNING CHANGED THE
SCIENCE OF PREHISTORIC LIFE
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% el B W,
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S
S

CHERYL BLACKFORD

Wolfgang Grulke

Mary Anning )
f Books Available

and Paleontology
for Kids

on epic!



https://www.getepic.com/collection/33632621/mary-anning?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=collection&share=10060556068
https://www.getepic.com/collection/33632621/mary-anning?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=collection&share=10060556068

Whole School Activity:
Fossil Sorting

Because we were in our testing window,
| visited classrooms to do a fossil sorting
activity. We connected this to our
place-based studies in which we discussed
the geological time we were an ancient sea.
We used these Fossil Kits.



https://www.amazon.com/Dancing-Bear-Collection-Educational-Magnifying/dp/B071X5JYXV/ref=sr_1_3?crid=YFESTMQIX6ZD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SZPdBxK3JS_tbZ_cFTjiDwofAnsIfS7G81ZO7Tzh30YvAN-X-9T0zLPcNIqHIe8sTMXx-dfpeYXyWDxybQvnyJcOkKaz7lWBJK8WRxo-lTuUBN28i5s5cTMuXSUS1e65QZ3BDO-YyC8bSppfV-J81ym1baOX6PYUD_XQdfUCvkwa0FcqvWev_TYz0UH-pxw17HJ2w_vpmvJoDCCxaRMCqR394uFKZKR2TioCJSlHFrQ.jfP5ykLB3MqLVHoy5TTXoQY_-Y7kEIAZVRCEIzWsKpo&dib_tag=se&keywords=dancing+bear+fossil&qid=1719000293&sprefix=dancing+bear+fossil%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-3

Library Activities

We had a brief lesson on Mary Anning’s life and
then watched a video about her study of coprolite.
Then we had bigger fossils and coprolite to
observe. We used these Kits.

During this time, we were also learning about the
animals that lived in this area during the Ice Age
so we had a whole fossil theme going. For those
lessons, we did a fossil dig which would be a
fantastic activity for this unit as well.

Our older students had been learning about
circuits so when | learned that Anning had been
struck by lightning, | wanted to show them how
electricity can flow through a person. We bought a
Lightning Rod which allowed them to explore
making a human circuit. We even made a giant
circle to see if it would still work (it did!).



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QNXZGXmqy-vU6EeueSk8tkcOcqr6hjTlWaHXb4cyEa8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QNXZGXmqy-vU6EeueSk8tkcOcqr6hjTlWaHXb4cyEa8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/Dancing-Bear-Fossil-Collection-Specimens/dp/B07681TP4H/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=2VJA6G9QV5507&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.r3gm7rOzmcnr3GXE_HgJJFfYz75RrAJSM8HyFWEF7cJCqQ1uUO0uxCaOt5azKLsEg8Lkphf17byBFSl5kwyzsDPycmFn1Fzn4JjBVMpcJ-KGjt4bLygrkTqPi-gKKZOn1Ve_gouypYGeMYWCaknSKADO-fykJdZQvonOzWaQmcKji2Xku8mp5FWafDlXTBFRHd7JIZEO3xDTU6YQhj-saNxiXh4BLM2MWe1xEselV4irzG6463g0Homx2jChGvLHZpM4TiYqodkAa469an1rgHhuoIU7VGN63L49WvKgKAI.11kbhaxMKUjubRMVCikKVd8sYc68P8NA964UcR_7PK4&dib_tag=se&keywords=dancing+bear+fossils&qid=1719004837&sprefix=dancing+bear+fossil%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Science-Max-Hands-Lightning-Rod/dp/B0BN4TQY8W/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=12QZT2RZ51DUQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BeZgPSZGw6xZ1ZMoXT5JRkBbcvqc-eut0Tx0I68mVBAT4vU6A-8y_5zMHCHbeqejvEDDhKbMb0BsAKgcsviB7Wtt87OSS5gHH3QhilNSnowlYV5eTQnOxsWcc0Ate1HgIQen5lYbF1iFbJDSsFeMt-o9RMXz6yEjZxQyhlXTPCLrxPJ_3id3ULWPlnS_xzoyTFZos7OEWJ2F4SLhk96WzyIdeCbX3_QOHynjsMIuIMxC_eFtSuL5nJLSXSi98oFBPeSRvZqe1o5lrm97FAX5rtI1T_SvyAJuPYvM49uwl5U.fwQke9dunWPGKU9j-u2FcQ61zWQxp0GCt5NbsmAUcnw&dib_tag=se&keywords=lightning+stick+toy&qid=1719005108&sprefix=lightning+stick+toy%2Caps%2C133&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1

Community Circle 6: Maria Sibylla Merian and Bonnie Lei

Our final session found us in another testing window so | read the final portions aloud to classes
during library. We learned about both of these women and compared how science has changed
for women over time. We also re-read the ending and talked about what the author meant by
asking, “What's in your pocket?”

We used this lesson to promote our Collections Night in which students were invited to display
their own collections during an evening event. We also hosted our annual Nature Museum in the
library.

We did look into Absolute Science’s Butterfly Tents as a Whole School Activity, but we did not
have enough time to make it happen. If you are in the midwest, | do recommend checking it out
as they will bring a butterfly experience to you!

Notes:

e The students were so surprised that their “common knowledge” of insect life cycles wasn’t always so common!
e For younger students, we talked about Then & Now.
e The older students were inspired by the fact that Bonnie Lei had already made discoveries in high school!


https://www.absolute-science.com

Book Suggestions:
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Whole School Activity: Nature Museum

Through donations and purchases, we have put together a lovely selection of
natural items for students to peruse. This is one of their favorite events!



We invited students to share their collections during our Collection Night event.



Library Activities

Most of our library time was spent reading the
final portion of the book. After reading the book,
we used these slides to compare and contrast.

For the weeks to follow, we had various insect
bins for students to play with.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wJJU9dB_NvhW6ZCr3NFfNuO8ceJAgvXJq6p8F0c_zYc/edit?usp=sharing

Conclusion

We had a wonderful year learning how these scientists used their own backyards
to study and explore! It was a fantastic opportunity to introduce phenology and
placed-based learning.

| was pleasantly surprised by how much our students retained about the scientists.
While names were sometimes forgotten, they remembered what the scientists had
studied as children and as adults. They were very animated about how science has
changed, especially for women, and reiterated the point that what we think of as
common knowledge now was once a revelation. It really made them stop to think
about what their generation might discover.

If you have questions, please contact me at taryn_hassler@nobl.k12.in.us. You
can also follow me on X @tarynhassler.



mailto:taryn_hassler@nobl.k12.in.us

