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2. Don’t travel alone

LOG IN OR REGISTER

1. Join SCBWI (Society of Children's
Book Writers and Illustrators)

2. Read 100 recent kidlit books

3. Find (or start) a critique/book s
StUdy group - networking,an

= " throughout their ca




3. Train Hard (Study the Industry

Love your librarian!



Understand Your Audience

How often do snakes
shed their skin?

How do snakes shed
their skin?

t
splits. The sn
skin, leaving it behi
New skin has grown unde:

A garter snake chooses its home based on the air

temperature, food availability, and types of shelter

nearby. To handle the challenges in its environment,
a garter snake follows a yearly routine. The schedule
helps the snake grow, have young, and survive

during changing seasons.

Summertime

When the weather is warm, a garter snake grows.
As the snake grows, its skin becomes too small and

ds to shed. To shed its skin, the snake rubs its chin

ainst a rock. The old skin splits near the mouth.
This is when things get tough e snake finds a stick
to hook the old skin and help pull it off. After about
an hour of struggling, the snake slithers aw ay in its
new skin.

Young snakes are constantly growing and may
shed four to five times a year. Adult snakes may shed

1 couple times each year.

WILD ABOUT SNAKES

Sometimes patches of old scales stick to
the snake. If this happens to the scales
over the eye, the snake can become blind.

CHAPTER 1
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Understand the Publishers
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We felt a rumble beneath our
feet. We heard a noise like a roarin}
train. Boiling water shot out of the
ground and blew high into

We were watching a geyser in
Yellowstone National Park.
Yellowstone co i
Wyoming
Idaho. G

Hundreds of thou of years ago,
the volcano at Yellowstone erupted.
The explosion was huge. It left a
crater in the earth called a caldera.
Much of the park is in the caldera;

Old Faithful erupts about every
90 minute
Hot rock lies deep inside the

earth. It boils water in the ground
The hottest w becom team.
The steam forces water up through
the ground, making a ge ¢

ome g
height of
than tv

, called sinter,
s the ground around the
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Scientists hav found a 105-million y fossili t with fungus inside. \

fungus a zombie maker? Perhaps. Or e it w vay to b ning one.

Zombie ma are paras with remark fine-tuned weapons. In most

chemicals that acﬂ on hosts” brains.

largely a my

about nat undead. About the real zombies —and their mak hat greep and crawl and lurk

among us.

dability Statisti

Paragraphs
Sentences

rages

entences per Paragraph
Words per Sentence
Characters per Word

Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level




Industry jargon




Picture Books are their
Own Artform

* 32 Pages
* Need 13+ lllustrative possibilities
e 50/50 Author/lllustrator

e Editors run from rhyme




4. Plan Your Route

Work-for-hire f Trade/Royalties

* Your original work
* More control over rights

\ENIAN  « Greater sales opportunities
D) The CLUECLW

* Royalties are variable




Write, write and write it again!
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Work for Hire Leads

* Writing for the Educational Market Evel}in B. Christensen’s Educational
ets for Children’s Writers plus
Children’s Magazines

e American Book Producers

Association http://

* Harold Underdown on packagers . Bender Richardson White

e Red Line Editorial


http://educationwriting.blogspot.com/
http://educationwriting.blogspot.com/
http://abpaonline.org/
https://www.underdown.org/packaging.htm
https://www.underdown.org/packaging.htm
http://www.evelynchristensen.com/markets.html
http://www.evelynchristensen.com/markets.html
http://www.evelynchristensen.com/mags.html
http://www.evelynchristensen.com/mags.html
http://www.brw.co.uk/
http://reditorial.com/

Writing for the
Educational
Market

Some how-to resources -

e Laura Purdie Salas, Writing for the Educational
Market, print or Kindle book:

e Children’s Writer’s Wordbook

e Margery Facklam and Peggy Thomas, Anatomy
of Nonfiction: Writing True Stories for Children
and blog

* Highlights Foundation Workshops

Children’'s Writer's



https://mentorsforrent.wordpress.com/ebooks/ed/
https://mentorsforrent.wordpress.com/ebooks/ed/
http://anatomyofnonfiction.blogspot.com/

Trade/Rovyalty Leads

e Publisher’s Marketplace * Conferences and retreats with

industry faculty
* Children’s Bookshelf

* Interviews with editors

 Acknowledgment pages
* Publisher’s Websites 5 Pas


http://www.manuscriptwishlist.com/

Submission Process

1. Target Agents/Publishers
2. Create Manuscript/Package/Proposal
3. Send out

4. Check-in after 3 months (or as noted on agent/publisher
guidelines

SO0
HQIGTFDIFE
OF NATURE

5. For WFH, re-send package every 6 months




Formatting

* Publisher-specific guidelines

BUGS DONT HUG

* Industry standards
* Black, 12-point, Times New Roman

or Arial

St an d a rd 8 ] 5 X 1 1 p a ge Bugs don't give “good moming” kisses. They dan't strip off their pjs, or even comb their

hair.

Margins of at least 1 inch on all
sides

Double-spaced o

Left_j u St ifi e d W it h . 5 i n C h i n d e nt & mother shorl-tailed cricket lays exira, iny eggs. She made the special eggs for
on paragraphs (not tab or spaces)

Bugs don't use a spoon or fork

[Baby cricket: | like mine runny. Y ummy!)




The Proposal

Includes:

* Overview

* Target Audience/Potential Markets
 Comp Books

e Author Bio/Platform

* Table of Contents

e Sample Chapters (typically 3)

Optional
e Series Potential
e Visuals
* |Influencers
e Curriculum Connections

% LITTLF

LITTLE MONSTERS OF THE OCEAN:

HOW THEY GROW UP




Just Getting Started...

described
between 2007 and 2012, 1" 50 slipped in a few glowing

and bacteria aren't animals_T|

AEHERT

0 cool | couldn't leave them out.

animals are found in other places too;

zarl
Farmatted

can help you out.
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And About Those lllustrations...

“Bugs aren’t like us.” “Buts aren’t are like us.”

{ = ol sl Sleep ﬁghT,
%“QSGTQH{ llke us. (€ o | .;!I' / my little love bug.







5. Enjoy the Journey
Don’t sit around and wait




See You on the trail!



http://www.heatherlmontgomery.com/
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