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“…equal parts informative and 
grotesquely fascinating. Highly 
recommended for public and school 
libraries.”
-School Library Journal

"A well-stirred slurry of facts and fun 
for strong-stomached 'poop 
sleuths.'"

-Kirkus Reviews

"Montgomery is an ideal 
spokesperson to forward news from 
the fetid field."

-BCCB

2020 2021



Become a Student of Kidlit

Love your librarian!



Close Reading





Many routes

Work-for-hire      Royalties

• Bring in some $$$

• Shorter timeline

• Someone else decides

• Publisher holds all rights

• Flat fees are variable

• Your original work

• More control over rights

• Greater sales opportunities

• Royalties are variable



Some Educational Publishers

• ABDO Group 

• Rosen Lerner 

• Capstone 

• Chelsea House 

• Chicago Review Press 

• Dawn Publications 

• Free Spirit Publishing 

• Scholastic 

• Sleeping Bear Press



Work-for-Hire Submission Process

1. Target Publishers

2. Create Submission Package

3. Send out

4. Check-in 

5. Re-send package every 4-6 months or so



Heather Montgomery

P.O. Box 601 

Ardmore, TN 38449

September 24, 2007

Capstone Press

151 Good Counsel Dr.

P.O. Box 669

Mankato    MN   56002

Dear Ms. Olson,

I would like to be considered for freelance opportunities with Capstone Press.  Enclosed you 

will find several samples of my writing.

My BS in biology grounds me in science and my MS in environmental education ensures my 

understanding of the learning process.  Over twelve years of teaching science and developing 

curriculum has taught me how to correlate projects with the state and national education 

standards.  

My writing credits include both children’s and professional magazines.  I’ve sold science 

informational articles to Science World and Highlights for Children.  In my writing, I strive to 

excite inquisitive minds and set readers off on their own scientific adventure.

Professionally, I am reliable, punctual and thorough in my research.  My area of interest 

encompasses both life science and earth science as well as outdoor activities and sports.  My 

passions are entomology and freshwater ecology, but I’ve found that I become excited about any 

subject on which I conduct in-depth research.  

Enclosed you will find my resume.  I am available for assignments and can be reached at 

heather@dragonflyeeprograms.com or 256-426-5871.

Sincerely,

Heather L. Montgomery

Professional Intro

Characteristics 
& Interests

mailto:heather@dragonflyeeprograms.com


Resume/CV

• Contact information

• Education

• Experience

• Accomplishments

• Tips
• Focus on relevant info

• Be BOLD!





ORIENTEERING

(A writing sample)

Throughout history, people have had to find their way through the wilderness.  People 

developed maps and magnetic compasses to help them.  Today, most people don’t use these 

tools in their everyday life.  But some people use maps and compasses in an exciting sport –

orienteering. 

The Sport

In orienteering, a person races to find points that are marked on a map.  These points are 

called controls.  The racer can use only a map, a compass and their mind.  

To win, a person must complete the course accurately in the shortest amount of time.  To 

be the fastest, they must choose the best route to each control.  They need to decide whether to 

go on or off the trail.  A racer has to read the map to determine whether to go over a hill or 

around it.  They may even decide to run through a river. 

There are many types of orienteering.  People can orienteer by mountain bike, car or 

even canoe.  But, orienteering cross-country by foot is the most common.

The Course

Practice,
Practice,
Practice

And use your 
critique group!



MS Word



More tips on the sample

• Follow their guidelines

• Typically 5 pages or less

• Some accept 1-3 samples

• May send published clips if 
available

• Match Reading Level
• ATOS: 

https://www.renaissance.com/produ
cts/accelerated-reader/atos-analyzer

• Lexile: https://lexile.com/about-
lexile/lexile-overview/lexile-
infographic/

• AR Bookfinder: AR Bookfinder
http://www.arbookfind.com/

• Children’s Writer’s Wordbook

https://www.renaissance.com/products/accelerated-reader/atos-analyzer
https://lexile.com/about-lexile/lexile-overview/lexile-infographic/
http://www.arbookfind.com/


Work for Hire Leads/Resources

• American Book Producers Association 
http://abpaonline.org/

• Bender Richardson White 
http://www.brw.co.uk/

• Red Line Editorial http://reditorial.com/

• Freelance Websites:

• Upwork.com

• Evelyn B. Christensen’s Educational 
Markets for Children’s Writers plus 
Children’s Magazines  
http://www.evelynchristensen.com/mark
ets.html
http://www.evelynchristensen.com/mags
.html

• Laura Purdie Salas, Writing for the 
Educational Market, 
https://mentorsforrent.Wordpress.Com/e
books/ed/

http://abpaonline.org/
http://www.brw.co.uk/
http://reditorial.com/
http://www.evelynchristensen.com/markets.html
http://www.evelynchristensen.com/mags.html
https://mentorsforrent.wordpress.com/ebooks/ed/


Helpful blogs

• Alice McGinty (author) 
https://www.wow-
womenonwriting.com/42-FE4-
WritingForTheEducationalMarke
t.html

• Molly Blaisdell (author) 
http://mollyblaisdell.com/writer
s/work_for_hire

• Writing for the Educational 
Market, Laura Purdie Salas (old 
site) 
http://educationwriting.blogspot
.com/

https://www.wow-womenonwriting.com/42-FE4-WritingForTheEducationalMarket.html
http://mollyblaisdell.com/writers/work_for_hire
http://educationwriting.blogspot.com/


Next Generation Science Standards



Practices



Crosscutting Concepts



Discipline and Core Ideas



An example: Metamorphosis

https://www.nextgenscience.org/

https://www.nextgenscience.org/


Common Core Standards

• http://www.corestandards.org/

http://www.corestandards.org/


The Proposal

Includes:

 Overview

 Target Audience/Potential Markets

 Comp Books

 Author Bio/Platform

 Table of Contents

 Sample Chapters (typically 3)

Optional

 Series Potential

 Visuals

 Influencers

 Curriculum Connections


