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Can you spot the difference?
BOOKS!

SORT!

…REVEAL!



Why write for hire?
What are YOUR thoughts?

Tell your neighbor what you’re thinking.

No wrong answers here.

Here were a few of our thoughts…



“Fishing”
Fish like a pro!

Irresistible bait
Best locations
BE READY to reel ‘em in!
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Warm prey, like mice, give off 
heat waves. The waves enter the 
snake’s pits and hit a sensitive 
pink tissue. This triggers 
nerves that tell the snake 
exactly where to strike. 



Nuts and bolts - a practical how-to
1. Timeline
2. Research
3. Self-assessment
4. Deep-dive
5. Write a Sample
6. Create Your Packet



research - spreading out the map
○ Trade vs. Educational                  
○ Commercial vs. Literary

○ Series
○ Kids Magazines – Spider, 

Highlights
○ Nonfiction

The library is your friend!

Read READ READ!

Unfold the whole map so you 
can see the BIG picture



Self-assessment

What are your interests? Hobbies? 

What do you love to talk about?

What have you always wanted to 
learn more about?

What are your talents, skills, 
abilities?

What do you hate? 

What are you not interested in?

What will you not want to write 
about AT ALL?

What is your goal?

Ask people who know you best - spouse, partner, kids, co-workers, friends.



More research - charting a path
○ Specific publishers

○ Close reading



Your packet
Includes:

- Cover Letter: personalized and specific to EACH publisher
- Resume: BUT…not your standard resume!
- Writing samples

- Usually at least two. Could be two different reading levels or 
fiction and non-fiction.



Cover Letter

Who

What

Why

How



Resume
Not your 
typical 
resume

Hobbies, 
classes 

you’ve taken

This is where you 
can show off your 
writing experience! 

Relevance is 
KEY!
Swim 

instructor 
writing about 
swimming = 
excellent!



Writing sample

NOT a first 
draft!

Use your 
critique group

REVISE
REVISE
REVISE

Header info



Can you spot the difference…Again?
What do you notice about these books?

Can you spot the publisher style?

What specifically appeals to YOU?



resources
⚫ Laura Purdie Salas, Writing for the Educational Market, 

print or Kindle book: 

https://mentorsforrent.wordpress.com/ebooks/ed/ 

⚫ Children’s Writer’s Wordbook

⚫ Margery Facklam and Peggy Thomas, Anatomy of 

Nonfiction: Writing True Stories for Children   and  blog 

http://anatomyofnonfiction.blogspot.com/ 

https://mentorsforrent.wordpress.com/ebooks/ed/
http://anatomyofnonfiction.blogspot.com/


Photo Research

⚫ Sarah Albee
http://celebratescience.blogspot.com/2017/03/behind-books-finding-photos-for.html

⚫ Stephanie Bearce
https://www.nffest.com/2021/02/picture-perfect.html

⚫ Library of Congress: Researcher’s Toolbox
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/resource/researchertool.html

Photo Courtesy of the Library of Congress

http://celebratescience.blogspot.com/2017/03/behind-books-finding-photos-for.html
https://www.nffest.com/2021/02/picture-perfect.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/resource/researchertool.html


Additional Resources

⚫ Evelyn B. Christensen’s Educational Markets for Children’s Writers   

http://www.evelynchristensen.com/markets.html  plus 

http://www.evelynchristensen.com/mags.html 

⚫ From keyboard to printed page 

https://www.Scbwi.Org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/from-keyboard_2014.Pdf

⚫ Accelerated Reader’s Bookfinder 
https://www.arbookfind.com/UserType.aspx?RedirectURL=%2fdefault.aspx

http://www.evelynchristensen.com/markets.html
http://www.evelynchristensen.com/mags.html
https://www.scbwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/from-keyboard_2014.Pdf
https://www.arbookfind.com/UserType.aspx?RedirectURL=/default.aspx
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