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Don’t Do BORING!
Breaking the Boundaries with today’s Nonfiction

www.HeatherLMontgomery.com

Heather Montgomery

@HeatherLMont

http://www.heatherlmontgomery.com/
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"A well-stirred slurry of 
facts and fun for strong-
stomached 'poop 
sleuths.'"

-Kirkus Reviews
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Cognitive Dissonance



Innovative Approach
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Biography/Animal/Poetry

Picture Book / Easy Reader/Chapter 
Book / Young Adult

Lyrical, Inquiry, Informative, Humorous

Fiction / Nonfiction/????
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Label like an Educator



Label like an Editor

Susan Dobinick, Senior Editor, Bloomsbury USA



Many Options

How do you organize books on your shelf?

What labels would you apply to your work-

in-progress?

Many Elements to 
Learn From
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Is it 
nonfiction?

Terms people use:
• Creative Nonfiction
• Narrative Nonfiction
• Informational Text

• Fic-information
• Faction
• Hybrid
• Informational Fiction



Empirical
Fact

Complete 
Fabrication

This frog has 4 legs. Fretta the Frog flies 
to Mars.
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Structure



Illustrations/Graphic Formats



Character(s)



Design



Representation



Topic



Lens
Angle

Approach
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How do you get from a fun idea to a 

publishable book?



PLAY!!!
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1. Write one sentence about the 
apple.

2. Change the point of view of the 
sentence.

3. Write the sentence as a very 
boring teacher would say it.

4. Write it as a cartoon character 
would say it.

5. Write it with alliteration 
(repetition of first consonant) or 
assonance (repetition of vowel 
sounds).

6. Write it as a bus driver would say 
it.

7. Write it as poetry.
8. Write it with onomatopoeia. 
9. Choose your favorite and revise.



Innovative Structure: PLAY with it!



For brainstorming 

Visual Thinking Tools: 
Concept Maps (Total Recall App)

For guiding research

Playing with Structure



1. Write 10 facts about this apple, putting 
each on a separate sticky note.

2. Re-arrange the sentences in the most 
traditional, logical order for presenting the 
material.

3. Re-arrange again using a different logic.

4. Re-arrange again using an illogical order.

5. Re-arrange again using a narrative flow. 
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Great Compare/Contrast Titles

Poop, etc.

Dung for Dinner: A Stomach-Churning 
Look…, Christine Virnig

Who Gives a Poop? Heather L. 
Montgomery

Electricity & 
Invention

The Boy Who Harnessed the 
Wind,  Willima Kamkwamba
and Bryan Mealer

Octopus

Love, Agnes: Postcards from an 
Octopus, Irene Latham

Inky’s Amazing EscapeI, Sy
Montgomery



Other Visual Thinking Strategies

• Higher Order Thinking and Thinker’s Tools   
http://hotandthinkertools.wikispaces.com

• Compare your subject with something very different and very similar. List 
similarities and then differences.

• Collect many pictures of your subject. Write a sentence to go with each. The 
sentence should express the mood of the photo. Which voice best suits your 
purpose/theme?

http://hotandthinkertools.wikispaces.com/
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. . . Boring or BREAKTHROUGH!!!



www.HeatherLMontgomery.com

Heather Montgomery

Connect with me at:

@HeatherLMont
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