Breaking Boundaries

Innovative Nonfiction for Today’s Readers

? Heather Montgomery
@ @HeatherLMontgomery


http://www.heatherlmontgomery.com/
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Career Timeline

Why Do My
Tegth Fall Out?

2008

" WILD ABOUT SNAKES

METAMORPHOSIS
under the Waves

2018
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SURPRISING SCIENCE
FROM ONE END TO THE OTHER

Heather L. Montgomery
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2020

*

“...equal parts informative and
grotesquely fascinating. Highly
recommended for public and school
libraries.”

-School Library Journal

*

"A well-stirred slurry of facts and fun
for strong-stomached 'poop
sleuths.""

-Kirkus Reviews

*

"Montgomery is an ideal
spokesperson to forward news from
the fetid field."

-BCCB
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Collecting Nature’s Treasures

Heather L. Mongomery
by Maribel Lechuga
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Becoming a student of Kidlit...
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Many Elements to
learn from

How do you organize books on your shelf?




What Labels would
you use?

e 5 stickies
* 5 minutes

e @Go!



What labels did you use?

Biography/Animal/Poetry

Picture Book / Easy Reader/Chapter Book /
Young Adult

Lyrical, Inquiry, Informative, Humorous

Fiction / Nonfiction/???7?



Label it like Melissa Stewart
5 Kinds of Nonfiction

Active Browseable Traditional Narrative Expository
Literature
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Commercial Nonfiction Literary Nonfiction

Celebrate Science Blog
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Compare
Contrast

Label like an Educator
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Label like an Editor

iblishing categories

story with arc
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Fiction?
Nonfiction?
What is it?

Terms people use:

i@()e, HQ@ | » Creative Nonfiction

POSTCARDS FROM AN OCTOPUS

* Narrative Nonfiction
* |nformational Text
e Hybrid

* Fic-information
* Faction

* |nformational Fiction




BOBCAT PROWLING

Clearly Factual Clearly Fabricated

Language
Frogs sing. | am a frog with 4 legs.
Fro Fretta laid her
Frogs waltz E8Y

in th d.
through the water. €g8s In the pon

Continuum
Empirical Conjple.te
Fact Fabrication
Inferences
Dialog .
This frog has 4 legs. Fretta the Frog flies
to Mars.

Generalizations

Artistic rendition of a frog (not a
specific species).
Cartoon version of a frog.

Frogs have 4 legs.

Frogs live in ponds.



Narrative

3 THE '/ c“ ‘s.\.&
'DIAMOND KILLER
THE BOY k —

So/ swason o SUPERPOD

JAY FLECK

&‘@“% Avre Made of Treg

April Pulley Sayre o lllustrated by Kate Endle

Expository



llustrations/Graphic Formats
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STACY MCANULTY  mustrated by DAVID LITCHFIELD
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The Voice Continuum

From Melissa Stewart
& FEATHERS



http://www.melissa-stewart.com/
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How do you get from a fun idea to a

publishable book?
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Write one sentence about the
apple.

Change the point of view of the
sentence.

Write the sentence as a very
boring teacher would say it.

Write it as a cartoon character
would say it.

Write it with alliteration
(repetition of first consonant) or
assonance (repetition of vowel
sounds).

6. Write it as a bus driver would say
it.

/. Write it as poetry.
Write it with onomatopoeia.

9. WILD CARD: Create your own
category

10. Choose your favorite and revise.
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FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES BISTSELLING ILLUSTRATOR

—MIKE LOWERY

Design

BALDERDASH!

John Newbery and the Boisterous Birth of Children’s Books
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Innovative Structure: PLAY with it!




Visual Thinking Tools:
Concept Maps (Total Recall App)

For brainstorming For guiding research
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Rattlesnake
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Cactus wren

Playing with Structure




Write 10 facts about this apple, putting
each on a separate sticky note.

Re-arrange the sentences in the most
traditional, logical order for presenting the
material.

Re-arrange again using a different logic.
Re-arrange again using an illogical order.

Re-arrange again using a narrative flow.



Compare/Contrast Titles

Poop, etc.

Dung for Dinner: A Stomach-Churning
Look..., Christine Virnig

Who Gives a Poop? Heather L.
Montgomery
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Electricity &
Invention

The Boy Who Harnessed the
Wind, Willima Kamkwamba
and Bryan Mealer

f WHO HARNESSED
ST HARNESSED THE WINB
THE
WIND

WHEIEREN

Whale Fall: Exploring an
Ocean-Floor Ecosystem,
Melissa Stewart

Life After Whale: The Amazing
Ecosystem of a Whale Fall




Other Visual Thinking Strategies

« Higher Order Thinking and Thinker’s Tools

« Compare your subject with something very different and very similar. List
similarities and then differences.

* Collect many pictures of your subject. Write a sentence to go with each. The
sentence should express the mood of the photo. Which voice best suits your
purpose/theme?


http://hotandthinkertools.wikispaces.com/

Compare/contrast: PLAY with it!

* Create your own voice * How many different
continuum angles/approach?
* Where do they fit in the tree? * Which are the most similar?

Why?

e Comment on the design,
illustration or format.

The Nonfiction Family Tree

| * What structure does the text
Active Browseable Traditional Expository Narrative use?

Literature
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So, Which Will It Be . ..

... Boring or BREAKTHROUGH!!!



My Books and Mags
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Connect with me at:
www.HeatherLMontgomery.com

tf Heather Montgomery

@ @HeatherLMontgomery
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