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Native Dr ummmg was commissioned by the Flynn Foundation and the Heard Museum

for the Black Lodge Singers and the Phoenix Symphony, and is dedicated to Robert Doyle and the Scabbyrobe family. It received
its premierex in Phoenix Arizona May 2, 1996 conducted by Clotilde Otranto and Kenny Scabby Robe performed as the lead
singer.

Instrumentation for Wind Symphony:

3 Flutes:1 first, 2 second
1 Piccolo

3 Oboes: 1 first, 2 second
1 English Horn

4 Bassoons

1 Contra Bassoon

8 - 12 Bb Clarinets
2 Bb Bass Clarinets

9 Saxophones: 2 Soprano, 2 Alto, 2 Tenor, 3 Baritone
8 Horns in "F"

3-6 Trumpets in "C"

2-4 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

1 Tuba

3 String basses

5 Timpani

Percussion 1: wind gong, 5 suspended cymbals, 5 gongs tuned to "G", "A", "Bb", "D", "E" and "F",
Temple Blocks, large bundle of sticks ("rute"), 2 prayer stones, castenets, sleigh bells

Percussion 2: Chinese drum (or small bass drum on its side) 18' floor tom and 3 double headed floor toms (15, 13, and 10"
1 med. and 1 high suspended cymbal, sleigh bells, large shakers

Percussion 3: bass drum (on its side) 2 floor toms (20' and 16") 2 double headed toms (14' and 12")
1 low and 1 med. suspended cymbal, large log drum (with 4 tines, hard rubber mallets) and sleigh bells

The Native American drum ensemble consists of 5 singer/ drummers seated around the drum in the traditional fashion.
Microphones are to be placed near the singers as has become the custom at traditional "pow wow" gatherings.

Their sound is to be amplified via one monitor near the singers, one speker at the back of the orchestra between percussionist one and
two and a second speaker between percussionists two and three as shown in the following diagram.

Perc.2
speaker #1 speaker #2
Perc.1 Orchestra Perc. 3
Timp. Drum ensemble
monitor speaker
Conductor

Audience



The following three songs are sung by the Native American ensemble throughout the work. The rehearsal letters refer to the traditional forms of the native songs: "p"
represents the "push-up" which is sung by the voeal leader, "s" refers to the "start-up™ in which the other singers provide a near repetition of the push-up. "a" and "b" refer
to the phrases which follow, these phrases are usually sung twice before another "push-up” initiates a new cycle. The "Flag Song" is-a traditional Black Foot song which is
sung in the ceremony when the American flag is carried into the room along with a Native American standard and placed at the head table, the flag song is followed by
prayers and blessings.

Part IT of "Native Drumming" takes the form of a grand entry using two songs sequentially as is often done traditionally. "Destiny Song" was composed specifically
for the Black Lodge singers for this work, "Mask Dance" is a transcription of a song recorded by Ed Lée Natay, These songs are for dancing and include the "honor
beats", strong drum accents, and "whistling" in which the biest dancers honor the best drummers by blowing the eagle bone whistle. This is a request for another "push-up"
(i.e. verse), after which the drummers are rewarded with cash and tobacco.

"PartI: Flag song"
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the Heard Museum, the Flinn Foundation
with gratifude to Robert Doyle for his assistance.
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Part II: Destiny Song and Mask Dance
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Native Drummlng was commissioned by the Heard Museum and the Flinn Foundation as a

collaboration for Native American singers and the Phoenix Symphony which would provide a vehicle for Native
American performers as well as explore new resources for the modem orchestra. Beyond the familiar challenge of
creating a cohesive piece of music there were three unfamiliar problems: finding the singers/drummers, establishing
a common language and expressing a common aesthetic vision.

Much of the summer was spent transcribing iapes of the Black Lodge Singers and singing along in search
of the logic and beauty of a music which at first seemed quite dissonant. I came to realize that the pictures which
shape the music of the pow-wow singers have almost nothing in common with the frame in which we create music
for the symphony. The concept of tonality and pitch in Native singing was descibed to me in terms of “high,
medium and low” (as opposed to “e minor”), and the essence of the native drumming is the single beat shaped in
long cycles dictated by vocal melodies (as opposed to measures of 4/4). The melodies of the older songs use
vocables (musical syllables) alone, however text is often interspersed in the newer songs. Each cyclic repetition of
the melody begins with a solo phrase (the “push-up”) which is then answered with an ensemble phrase (the “start-
up”).

Part I: Flag Song is based on a traditional melody which is sung at the opening of a pow-wow as the
American flag and a Native American standard are brought into the ceremony and placed at the head table. This
solemn song is traditionally followed by prayers and blessings. Part II: Desiny Song and Mask Dance takes the
form of a “grand entry” using two songs sequentially as is often the case during these extended processions. The
Destiny Song was composed specifically for the Black Lodge singers and uses a mixture of vocables with the text:
“Rise high, native people, like the sun, this is the day to rise”. The "Mask Dance" is a Kiowa solo song recorded
in 1952 by Ed Lee Natay, Canyon Record’s first recording artist. These songs are intended for dancing and
therefore include the "honor beats" which are very strong drum accents honoring one's ancestors occurring near the
end of a cycle. The orchestra also introduces the element of "whistling" in which the best dancers honor the best
drummers by blowing the eagle bone whistle. This is a request for another "push-up" (i.e. verse), after which the
drummers are rewarded with cash and tobacco.

Percussion List for;

Percussion 1:

wind gong and 4 suspended cymbals (low to high on staff lines)

6 gongs tuned to "G", "A", "Bb", "D", "E" and "F" (low to high on staff spaces)
large bundie of sticks ("rute")

2 prayer stones (low and high)

castenets (large)

sleigh bells (low)

Percussion 2:

Chinese drum (or small bass drum on its side)

18' fioor tom and 3 double headed floor toms (15', 13", and 109
1 med. and 1 high suspended cymbal

sleigh bells (medium)

large shakers (large)

Percussion 3:
bass drum (on its side)



2 floor toms (20' and 16') and 2 double headed toms (14' and 12")
1 low and 1 med. suspended cymbal

large log drum (with 4 tines)

sleigh bells (high)

In some ways the title of the work is misleading since the predominant feature of the Native American
Drum ensemble is not the drumming but the singing. However, the drum itself is seen as the essence of the music,
the spiritual, unifying pulse. The percussion section of the orchestra provides the “native drumming” as the featured
section of the orchestra.

The first movement “Flag Song” employs very limited statements on the Native Drum which may or may
not not conform to the meter of the orchestra. However, in the second movement (“Destiny Song and Mask
Dance”) it is critical that the orchestral percussion “lock-in” with the native drum ensemble, maintaing a unison
pulse. Beware that the native drum ensemble does not play in any meter although a duple “feel” is usually present.
The 5/4 sections of the second movement will create polymeter.

If you have questions please contact me at 480-829-9265; or jamesdemars.net



James DeMars

1508 E. Cedar St.
Tempe, Arizona 85281
tel: 602-829-9265
fax:602-965-2659

March 22, 1996

Dear Kenny,

I'have enclosed five copies of two tapes with the hope that you will give a set to each singer. The tapes are
marked #1a, #1b for the first singer, #2a,#2b for the second singer and so forth. The first tape (for example #1a) is
me trying to sing the words along with the synthesizer and I know I sound pretty bad but I hope it gets things
started. I recorded the three songs in the order that they appear in the orchestral work (called “Native Drumming™).
Its very important that you all learn to sing these songs at this pitch level and that the length of the songs is pretty
close to what is on the tape (if you’re a couple of beats off it doesn’t matter but it would be awkward if you’re
twenty beats too long or too short). Also, I know that the “Flag Song” doesn’t have quite the same beat as when
you guys sing it on your recording but I had to find a way to make it work with the orchestra, 1 hope this doesn’t
cause any problems.

Once you feel comfortable with the first tape, go on to the second tape (for example #1b) which has added
a synthesized version of the orchestra. If you listen carefully you can hear the synthesizer playing your vocal line
and I hope you’ll get a sense of how to find your starting notes and about when you start and stop. The good news
here is that the conductor may be able to help make things fit and I will be on stage with you to help with cues.
The most important thing is to be able to stay on pitch and to have a sense of how the piece goes. I have also
included a set of instructions and a map of the piece which you can watch as you listen to the tape.

Once this seems comfortable then its time for the real challenge which is to sing along with second side of the
second tape which has the orchestra without the vocal line; if you can do this you’ll have know trouble with the
performances. This is pretty hard, even for me and [ wrote it!,...... but the actual performance will be a bit easier
because the orchestra will follow the beat of your drum.

Part One: Flag Song Diagram:

This diagrams shows the orchestra playing first followed by two verses of the “Flag Song” sung with the orchestra.
Then the orchestra plays alone for awhile until the singers enter again and sing one and a half verses of the “Flag
Song” with the orchestra followed by a closing section played by the orchestra without singing or drumming.

The second line of the diagram shows the plan for the drumming. The Native drum group plays a roll softly while
singing the “Flag Song” the first verse. The drummers beat the drum while singing the second verse and then
stop while the orchestra plays. The drummers roll the drum before beginning to sing the third verse. The
drummers beat the drum while singing the third and fourth verses.

The third line is a diagram of one “verse” of the “Destiny Song” melody. It shows where the leader sings the
“push-up” alone and then is joined by the others for the “start-up” and two more phrases (phrases “a” and “b”). The
two phrases are repeated (labeled “c” and “d”) with “downbeats” added around the beginning of the repetition (during
phrase “c”)

Near the bottom of the page is a diagram of one verse of the “Mask Dance Song” showing the five phrases. There is
no solo singing nor “downbeats” in this song.



Part Two: “Destiny Song” diagram:

This diagram shows the orchestra playing first (the starting note for the singers is provided by the trumpet) and then
followed by three verses of the, “Destiny Song” sung with the orchestra. Then the orchestra plays alone for awhile
until the singers enter again and sing one and a half verses of the “Destiny Song” with the orchestra. This is
followed by a change in the drum beat. After changing the drum beat the drummers sing two verses of the
“Mask Dance Song” , the orchestra plays alone and then the drummers sing a third verse. There is a short part for
orchestra alone which is followed by a return to the original beat and the drummers singing two more verses of the
“Destiny Song”. The orchestra holds the final chord while the drummers finish the last verse with a traditional
cadence, a pause, a roll and a little improvised “whooping”, fading out just before the final orchestral flourish.

The second line of the diagram shows the plan for the drumming. The Native drum group begins this part by
beating the drum softly and gradually getting louder until the drums of the orchestra enter. After the orchestral
drums have played one of the drummers plays the “downbeats” or “honor beats™ (5,6 or 7 very loud strokes on the
drum improvised in free rhythm). These downbeats are answered by the orchesta drums and then the Native drum
group plays the downbeats for a second time. The drummers beat the drum in the traditional way while singing
the first three verses of “Destiny Song” and then play softer while not singing when the orchestra plays alone. The
drummers resume in the traditional way for the fourth and fifth verses and then change the beat so now they are
playing one stroke for every two of the previous beats. The drummers play in the new beat while singing the
“Mask Dance Song” and then play very softly when the orchestra plays alone after the third verse. The orchestra
drums then begin playing in the original beat and this is joined by the Native drum group just before they receive
the cue to sing the final two verses of the “Destiny Song”. The piece ends with the traditional cadence and a drum
roll.

Sincerely,

James DeMars






