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GUADALUPE

An opera in Two Acts composed by James DeMars
Libretto by James DeMars, Robert Esteva Doyle and Graham Whitehead

Spanish translations and advisement by Father Jorges Rodriguez-Eager and Father Richard Romero
Duration: approx. 110 minutes

Synopsis

This is a story of trial and redemption, a story of the first treaty of the Americas, of the three apparitions of

the Virgen de Guadalupe (Santa Maria) near the Aztec Temple of Mother Earth (7Tonantzin) near Mexico City in
1531. It is the story of the dangerous mission of a peasant (Coatlatohuac/ Juan Diego) to build a new temple at the
site, and the revelation of the miraculous portrait of the heavenly woman, Santa Maria, the Patron Saint of the
Americas.

ACT ONE: Now ten years since the conquering of Tenochtitlan, The People are diseased and suffering, and secretly
sacrificing to Tonantzin. Cuautlatoac is a peasant man of 40 years who awakens to the vision of a goddess who
requests a new temple in her honor. Cuautlatoac changes his name to Juan Diego and proceeds to the city to seek
help from the powerful Bishop Zumarraga.

In the city he encounters the duplicitous translator, Malinche, the young Friar and a dispassionate crowd gathering
for the ritual Ghost Dance. Zumarraga listens to this “foolish man” and sends him back to the countryside. In the
woods on the hills high above Tepayac the goddess is again encountered by the peasant and instills in him the
courage to try again. Juan Diego’s second visit is a disaster, Zumarraga demands proof of his vision and Malinche
calls for his death as she leads The People to believe he is revealing their secrets.

ACT TWO: At midnight, Sunday, December 12, 1531 an Aztec priest leads The People in the ritual sacrifice of two
captives at the House of the Butterfly. Juan Diego is hidden, terrified, confused and exhausted. He dreams of the
new goddess, Santa Maria, who shows him special roses that “bloom in December.” The roses are to be wrapped in
his cloak and given to the Bishop Zumarraga who has begun to question his faith, and wonders how it is possible
that the peasant could see a goddess yet he has had no sign at all.

Juan Diego returns to the city and the miraculous roses begin to persuade The People to support Juan Diego,
however, Malinche feels threatened and persuades Zumarraga to fear the worst. In passion he condemns the peasant
to be burned at the stake. As Juan Diego prepares to meet his fate his arms are forced apart, roses fall to the ground
revealing the image of the new goddess, Santa Maria. The People see themselves in her countenance, they are
ecstatic to reunite with the divine and Zumarraga realizes he has witnessed a miracle. He affirms his trust in Juan
Diego and joins The People to build a new temple. In the final prayer all peoples find peace through

understanding, and are blessed by the Heavenly Mother.

ORCHESTRA

Exotic Flutes: doubling NAF in F#, G, C, Eagle Bone Whistle (or piccolo),
Maori Trumpet, Conch Shell, Bird Call, Elk Horn

Flute, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Bassoon

2 Horns in F doubling 2 Conch shells on G, C

Trombone doubling Didgeridoo and Serpent (non-essential)

Percussion 1: Bird wings, Bird whistle, Skull Whistle, Conch Shell, Shakers

Percussion 2: Shekeree, 4 Tom-toms, Bird whistle

Percussion 3: Tam-tam, Large frame drum, Log Drum

Percussion 4: Large frame drum, Bird whistle

Ankle and wrist bells for Chorus

Piano

Sound cues (Birds, Wind, Rain, Jungle at night, Screams

Strings: 5-4-3-3-2



About the Principle Characters:

1. HIGH TENOR: [JD] Cuatlatohuac/ Juan Diego = 40 years old - at the end of youth, a migrant worker going Fom job to job;
he is of lowest social class. He has both an Aztec name and a Spanish name, he lives in the wild around Tepayac (site of the
temple Tonantzin). He witnessed the virtual holocaust of the great blood-letting human sacrifices of 25,000 people in Mexico
City; he witnessed the Aztec and Spanish at war, he witnessed the epidemic diseases that took his wife and son and he believes
the gods have forsaken his people. He is alone in the world and views himself as nothing, lacking courage, power or social
connection. He speaks only Spanish but his inner thoughts are expressed in English.

2. SOPRANO [VG] Virgin of Guadalupe: because she exists only in the Mind of Cuatlatohuac/Juan Diego She has a different
demeanor in each apparition:

First, Tonantzin/Guadalupe The heavenly mother whose blended, enigmatic nature is a mystery to all. She calls to the peasant
JD and repeats the opaque statement, "peace, sweet peace for you, sweet peace for your people." She explains to the peasant that
peace will come if his people replace the temple of Tonantzin. She is unseen by virtue of a hooded robe at the top of the hill of
Tepayac and JD (down stage facing the audience) hears only her voice; it is their greatest point of separation.

Second, to JD she appears as a young woman Fom his village, serenely singing among the flowers on the hillside. She presents
herself as a social equal, and tells him of the death of her own son. She inspires JD with the courage to face the hard times of life
and urges him again to build a temple Fom the ruins of the Temple of Tonantzin. [JD is at the foot of the hill and VG descend to
meet him]

Third, VG appears as the "divine mother" concerned for her child and for her world. She shows JD the "miraculous" Castillian
roses that, unlike those of he Aztecs, bloom in December and unbeknownst to JD she imprints the blended image of the Spanish
and Aztec "celestial women" on his cloak or "tilma." [JD has collapsed halfway up the hill when VG descends to hold and
comfort him]

3. BASS: [Z] Bishop Zumarraga: (approx. 60 years) a patrician, the politically influential and the ultimate power of the church in
Mexico. He is proud, arrogant, and racist toward the "devil worshipping savages" whose souls he is charged with saving. He is
wary or concerned about the ghost songs and secret ceremonies that may lead to rebellion; he believes he knows the mind of god
and yet is troubled that has not spoken to him. He doubts the visions of Juan Diego and yet comes to believe Juan Diego has heard
the voice of the divine.

4. BARITONE [F] Friar: (30 years) compassionate, arising Fom direct contact with the people. Fom the Spanish lower class,
understand the common man. He has witnessed the suffering of the mexica and champions their cause. He speaks only English.

5. HIGH SOPRANO: [M] Malinche: (45 years old) The bi-lingual Aztec woman and courtesan of the Spanish General Cortes, she
is malevolent, self serving deceiver who abuses her role as translator to manipulate all sides for her personalgain and sadistic
pleasures.

6. HIGH SOPRANO (coloratura): [SW] Second Woman: A leader among The People, motivating the crowd and watching over
the children. She is a leader in the ritual sacrifice who converts her faith to the new heavenly mother.

7. SATB: [CH] The People:
the Chorus, each with various wooden shakers or hand held Seed rattle clusters (8 singers or as many as practical) These are
dominated Aztec people that seek the return of their gods through secret sacrificial ceremonies and incantations. However, their
costumes are an anachronistic mix of both traditional and contemporary Hispanic popular dress as demonstrated by the painting
by Paul Pletka [http://www.pbase.com/danpolley/image/147602819].

They believe that the peasant Cuatlatohuac has been influenced by Malinche to instigate the destruction of the temple of
Tonantzin. It is only after seeing the signs of Tonantzin in the portrait of the Virgin of Guadalupe that they comprehend a path to
peace.

8. GUARDS - 4 male actors in armor, at the command of Z to keep order and crush insurrection.

9. AZTEC DANCERS (2-4) for jCanten, canten!

10. AZTEC PRIEST: ACTOR (or canter) the Tlatoani, the priest who sacrifices two victims. The city-states of the Aztec empire
each had their own Tlatoani or leader. He would be the high priest and military leader for his city-state. He would always be a

descendent of the royal family. Since the Tlatoani was allowed to have several wives his legacy would be easily maintained. After
being established as the Tlatoani, he would be the Tlatoani of his region for life.
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111 GUADALUPE: An opera in Two Acts
(duration 110 minutes)

ACT I: Resonance - Tonantzin
Scene 1 Dawn at Tepayac, Saturday, Dec. 11, 1531
#1a. Memories of defeat (orchestra and actors) p.1
#1b. Silent omens (orchestra) p.5
# 2. jAh,mi alma! (aria, Juan Diego and Virgin of Guadalupe) p.7
# 3. Recitative: (Juan Diego and Virgin of Guadalupe) p.17
# 4. Sabe esto:(Juan Diego and Virgin of Guadalupe) p.25
Scene 2 Morning in the city, Tlatoloco
# 5. Scene change: orchestra p.29
# 6. Aria: (Malinche) p.30
# 7. Recitative: (Friar and Malinche) p.36
# 8. jCanten, canten!: (Chorus) p.40
# 9a. Recitative: (Juan Diego, Friar and Malinche) p.53
# 9b. Recitative: (Juan Diego, Friar and Malinche with Chorus) p.60
# 10. ;Quién es ese hombre?: (chorus) p.64
# 11. Nican mopohua: (duet, JD, M) p.68
# 12. Recitative: (Z, F, M, JD) p.73
# 13. Victimae paschali laudes: (Z and CHOR) p.79
Scene 3: Second Apparition At Tepeyac (noon, Saturday)
# 14. Recitative: (VG and JD) p.81
# 15. It Passes By: Se Pasa (aria, VG) p.89
# 16. Traveling Music: (JD and M) p.94
# 17. Scene change music: NAF and Strings p.96
Scene 4: A room inside Zumarraga’s palace (late afternoon)
#18. Soliloquy: (Zumarraga) p.97
Scene 5: A courtyard outside Zumarraga’s palace
#19. Interlude (optional): (NAF and Cello duet) p.100
#20. Recitative: [F, M, JD, Z] p.101
#21. ;Sigan!: (Chor, M, and SW) p. 107

ACT II: Resonance - Guadalupe
Scene 1: Third Apparition at Tepeyac (midnight, Sunday)
#22. House of the Butterfly (ritual chant) Aztec Priest/CHOR p.121
#23: Soliloquy (JD) p.130
#24 Changing Woman: (Womens chorus and JD) p.131
#25. Pintalos Los Tiempos Venideros (aria, VG) p.134
Scene 2: A room inside Zumarraga’s palace (midnight, Dec. 12, 1531)
#26. Recit. Friar and Zumarraga (after midnight prayers) p.140
Scene 3: On the hill at Tepayac (before dawn)
#27. Sunrise Song: aria, Juan Diego p.146
#28. Scene Change: orchestra p.149
Scene 4: El Milagro En Tlateldlco; Dawn, Sunday, Dec. 12, 1531
#29: ;Desdichado Indio! - Wretched Indian! (CH,F, and JD) p.150
#30: Recitative (Z, M, F, M) p.159
#31: El Milagro - The Miracle: (JD, F, M, Z, CH) p.164
#32: 1 believe you - Te creo (Z, JD, CH) p.184
#33: Concédenos paz - Grant us peace (Passacaglia, JD, Z, F, VG, CH) p.186



GUADAILUPE

ACT I: Resonance-Tonantzin
Scene 1a: Memories of Defeat
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Silent Omens

Scene 1b

Juan Diego slovgltgn\égakes from a troubled sleep.

We wander here and there

in our desolation.
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Jungle sound fades out.
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"We are mortal men,

We have seen bloodshed and pain

Where once we saw beauty and valor.

We are crushed to the ground.
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Have you grown weary of your servants?

Are you angry with your servants?
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#2. 1 AH, MI ALMA! (aria, JD)

[JD looks out toward the audience as if he hears
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#5. SCENE CHANGE

Lights rise on the public plaza of the Aztec city,
morning in Tenochtitlan (Mexico City)]
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SCENE 2: At Tlatelolco

Saturday morning, December 11, 1531

#6. "It's that time of day" (aria, Malinche)

[Mal. is casually reclining in the morning sun, watching the dancers preparing for the ghost songs
and the Friar ministering to the children, the sick and the poor.]
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36 #7. Recitative, Friar and Malinche
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#9a. Recitative (MAL, JD, FR)
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#10. ¢(QUIEN ES ESE HOMBRE? (CHOR, JD, F, M, Z)

[Z starts to hear the commotion, rises and moves toward
[M slips away to intercept Zumarraga as he moves toward the crowd]
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[M whispers in the ear of Z - making a plea; 6 5
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At Tlatelolco, Zumarraga's Palace

SCENE 4

Saturday Afternoon, December 11, 1531
#18. Soliloquy (Zumarraga)
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SCENE 5: Outside the palace 101
#20. Recitative (F, M, JD, Z)

[JD enters stage right, moving through the bartering, afternoon crowd.
He approaches the Fiar, they speak and turn toward
Malinche who is seated casually outside Z's door.]
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#21 Sigan! (Zumarraga, Malinche, Chorus)
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, iTiene visiones peligrosas, ideas peligrosas! iDice que vivimos errados!
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1 ' - iDice que vivimos
stor: OTHERS; ;Es un traidor a los dioses! errados!
i L*I’t > o ® 7\'
Men |/ 1 4 = = =
T bé-cil im-po-stor!
>,
) ebe  EF mioabe Ba Zieio dbe a2 tere e edt
,fm.—"‘uf — P ——— —— = — ——— — e B B ——
D} — =
Pno. mf L — //—\
> N
I —= (£ 7 i -
o = R be




G VU

1515 oo nf
(e S T il = T ]
MAL. |Hes—1—T—¢& - I = & —— —— I
SV — 1 11 — 1 1 1
DY) X
Tien-e
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iEs un traidor a los dioses! ideas peligrosas! Degcubran a donde va.
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i Tiene visiones peligrosas,| . . \ Descubran lo que ve.
ideas peligrosas! Descubran lo que ve.
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As a ritual J = 92

(Oct. 5,2015)

ACT II: Resonance-Guadalupe

SCENE 1: Third Apparition at Tepeyac
At the Temple of Tonantzin, Midnight, Sunday, Dec. 12, 1531

#22 THE HOUSE OF THE BUTTERFLY

[SHOUTED:; while raising his bloody knife

to each of the four winds]

Tlatoani 4 T 9: m | ¢ T I I
(actor) 7/ 4 10 T \ I - | I— =
N Quita al veneno de Cualtlatohuac. Del latido del corazéon
viene el sustento de los dioses!
(threatening the victim)
[CHORUS: Ankle bells and rattles continue throughout] —3— mf 4
() m
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SV e 3
D) iVen-gan a la mora-dade la mari
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[THRUST KNIFE INTO
VICTIM'S CHEST]

[ . [

TL r = T i s b l‘) da de vid = 1 L 1 H
N . H
lTonantZIH,... ebe esta comida de vida. Que ﬂuya la sangre. Hl_yahl
s L{
SwW - - - - %
cresc.
>J nf —3— 3 hSﬁ —3— —3— S
Wormn. 2 ﬁ NI Y ﬁJ 1 ) ] SR NINE SENE J ) ' SNINE %@ %
iVen-gan alamotra da, moradadelamari -[po sa! {Ven gen, iVen - gen, iVen- gen,
mf cresc.
—3 —3— 3/ 3 3 —3 f
Men Y anlint oy NI ) ot JNNVE S0 S I I S B £ ST 7
iVengan alamora da, mo-ra dadelamari-po sa! iVen gen;Ven gen, iVen - gen, iVen- gen,
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0 [cuts the lungs from the chest] . [lifts the lungs and walks to center of the stage]
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l [Second victim advances]
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[facing stage left lifing heart above his head]
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[turning to face downstage]

Del latido del corazon viene el sustento de los dioses!

() "> o o o o o i} o o o.
P A i e o o—® d o f
SW. |{fes— - = pd = i i i i i i 1
D)
De la bo - «ca sal-tan las ro - sas.
, : = ==
Wom. |i{zs 2 oo > 2
v - = - . 2 E b k4 4 v ¥ b <
flu - ya la san - gre. De la bo ca sal - tan las ro - sas.
we s s R
flu - ya la san - gre De la bo ca sal - tan las ro - sas.
e e R —) ] | d =
% e e e :
beo o oo oo o o] -
D} QEE [L [L—QEET - -e--e=-“—e=- "o 7bEb_EL:[E:[ l: 7b b:y E_r.
Str. - - = = = S
| | | | | | p—
rax I I |- I 1 I I I I I
," a\ a\ e (] e () 0\
- P 7 F — TeeE

\

13

TLr

[placing the heart back

on the body]

[

[speaking to the people]

[claps hands 4 times
the heart and body
are discarded]

iTonantzin...bebe este comida de vida,
y bendice a tu pueblo.

7

0O

o
Jr—
QQ;’ND

[Ambient rain fades up]

b 2 ~ O Af ~ O~ N
'U.’ S T)_ T)_
- Il:lI | . OU -
=
_—
Str. sfz rp 0‘1{{1. ms
o ] — m ——
bé-/ T8 g ‘\é bsa s s ax
3 I,: Y = & T= = = ! ] | ]
= e — s s ———
K J p—

O=

S

~— N OO




14

129

[Aztec Priest leads the
People offstage]
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#23. Soliloquy (Juan Diego)
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#25. PINTALOS LOS TIEMPOS VENIDEROS
(aria, VG)

[VG cradles JD head in a quasi "Pieta" pose]
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SCENE 2: At Tlatelolco, Bishop Zumarraga's Palace

Midnight, Sunday, Dec. 10, 1531
#26. Recit. Friar and Zumarraga after midnight prayers

[ Z. is kneeling finishing his prayers, Fr. enters and waits for him to finish]
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[Zummarraga dismisses Friar, turns toward

his study and pauses at the door.]
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146 SCENE 3: On the hill at TepayacSunrise

Sunrise, Sunday, Dec. 10, 1531
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#28. Scene Change
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150 SCENE 4: El Milagro En Tlatelolco

Dawn, Sunday, Dec. 10, 1531

#29 ;DESDICHADO INDIO! (Mal, JD, Fr, Zum, Chor)

60| Grave J=52

[The People emerge from the morning
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[MEN and WOMEN start to push J.D.]
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