


Dear Parents: July 27, 2021

We are happy to have (your child) as a part of Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Lakota Immersion
Elementary School’s very first kindergarten class. We are honored and excited you chose us for
your child’s schooling and are grateful for your commitment to preserving and nurturing Lakota
language and culture.

Our team consists of Shanice Nez; Kindergarten teacher, Carmelita Shouldis; First grader
teacher and Sage Fast Dog, Head of School.  Shanice has an early childhood and elementary
background. Carmelita has elementary background and experience in elementary

We have our very own space in the Boys and Girls Club of Mission.  During the day our
students will use the facility and after school the B&G Club student will use the facility.

Important: We have considered the health and safety of our students, families and communities
of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe.  Currently, we will be providing in-person learning to all students,
and will follow Center of Disease Center guidelines for schooling and Rosebud Sioux Tribe
COVID-guidelines.  This means masks for all faculty, regardless of receiving vaccinations, and
we will be requiring students to wear masks and remain 3 feet apart.  This will remain in effect
until CDC guidelines change, and the threat of COVID variants lessens.

Sincerely,

Sage Fast Dog Sr.

Wakanyeja ki Tokeyahci - Head of School
Sage@sicangucdc.org
605-828-6446
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Our Vision, Mission, and Beliefs

Ṫokeyat̄a Wohaƞble (Dreams for the Future or Vision)

Uƞlak̇ot̄api.
We are Lak̇ot̄a. We are healthy, helpful, and safe.

Wak̇aƞyeja kiƞ lak̇ol inajiƞ heċa nake nula wauƞ welo.
Our children will stand with everything Lak̇ot̄a, and will be able to take on anything.

Uƞċuƞp̄i kt̄e (What We Do or Mission)

As Lak̇ot̄a, we believe we are all related, and it is our duty to create a better world for
future generations.

Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School will support the holistic development of our
students in four interrelated program components:

● Academic Preparedness
● Holistic Wellness and Leadership
● Lak̇ot̄a Language and Culture
● Indigenous Identity

We center these four parts together around wot̄akuye, the Lak̇ot̄a concept of kinship and
interrelatedness.  By bringing these parts together, we provide our students a
transformative educational experience.  They stand for everything Lak̇ot̄a.  They will be
academically prepared to succeed in school, career and life.  They will be healthy and
know how to lead.  They will be fluent in the ways and language of the Lak̇ot̄a people.
They will be secure in their identity.  They will be the future builders of a prosperous
Lak̇ot̄a nation.

Student experience alone, however, is not enough to achieve our vision.  We see
ourselves serving a whole school community.  Not just students, but also relatives and
staff at all levels of implementation will engage in a learning and growth process drawing
on these four areas as well as regularly contributing to the evaluation of our school’s
progress. By successfully involving our whole community, our students, families and staff
will learn to be healthy community leaders with the potential for self-actualization.
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The Purpose of this Guide

This guide introduces our students and families to Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary
School. It describes our school, and outlines our shared commitments to each other as a
community of families, students and educators.

Please take the time to familiarize yourself with this guide’s contents. It should answer
many of the basic questions you may have about academics, security, discipline, school
rules, parent involvement, safety, and other topics. It cannot anticipate every question
you might have or every circumstance that might arise at school.  That’s why we
welcome any questions you might have.  If you need more information or want to share
additional thoughts, please feel free to talk to your student’s teachers or the head of
school.

The expectations outlined in this guide apply under normal circumstances. However,
from time to time, there may be situations that require immediate or nonstandard
responses. The staff at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School may deal with
circumstances as they arise in the manner, they deem most appropriate and may deviate
from the expectations described in this guide when it is in the best interests of the
school, its faculty, employees, students or overall school community.

Our full set of policies is available online here [insert live link if possible]. The policies
may also be revised or updated periodically, even during the school year. If those
changes affect you or your student, you will be advised either electronically (email) or by
mail.

Enrollment and Student Records

Families enrolling a student at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School will need to
complete an enrollment form.  That form will include up to date information including the
names and phone numbers of family members to contact in case of an emergency and
an acknowledgment that you have read and reviewed this guide with your student.  We
want to stay in touch with you, so please update your contact information if there are any
changes.

If you are enrolling your student at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School for the
first time will need to provide a birth certificate, tribal abstract, and immunization record,
along with the school name and address of the last school they attended.
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In addition to basic enrollment information, we will keep records of your students’
academic and social progress, along with some basic health information.  All student
records are strictly confidential.  Only student families, school faculty and staff who work
directly with your student will have access to it.

School Year, School Day and Other Basic Information

School Day, School Week and School Year

The school day at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School begins at 8:00 AM and
ends at 3:00pm , except every other Friday when we do faculty development.  Starting
September 3, 2021.

If there are before and after school activities, such as tutoring, or activities outside of the
scheduled school calendar, staff will notify families by phone or in writing.

If students are to leave campus during the school day for a field trip or other activities,
staff will notify families by phone or in writing.

Our school year will follow the calendar of the Todd County Public Schools.  Here is a
short list of important days and holidays:

August 31, 2021 First day of school for students
September 6, 2021 Holiday -- Labor Day
October 11, 2021 Holiday -- Indigenous People’s Day
November 11, 2021 Holiday -- Veteran’s Day
November 24-26, 2021 Holiday -- Family gatherings
December 20, 2021 to
January 3, 2022 Holiday -- Winter Break
January 17, 2022 Holiday -- Martin Luther King Day
February 21, 2022 Holiday -- President’s Day
March  20, 2022 to
March  25, 2022 Spring-break
May 23, 2022 Last day of school for students

School Closings for Weather and Other Circumstances

Sometimes we will have to close Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School because
the weather is bad or for other extraordinary circumstances. We will notify our families
by phone and make announcements to local media.  As a general rule, we will follow the
lead of Todd County Public Schools.  If they are closing due to weather, so will we.
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Meals

All students at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School will receive breakfast, a
snack and lunch free of charge.

Transportation

Families are responsible for bringing their students to school on time every day.
Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School is a small school and cannot provide daily
transportation services.

Visiting School

Family members who have signed the enrollment forms or are emergency contacts are
welcome to visit Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School.  We encourage you to join
class when you can, and to find time to get to know your student’s teachers.  To make
sure school is safe and secure, we ask that all visitors check in with the staff at the office
and get a pass.

Student Well Being

Nothing matters more to us at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School than the
health, happiness and academic progress of our students. As family members and
educators committed to student well-being, we know there are some basic ingredients:
coming to school, being committed to learning, and treating each other as if we are all
related.  This section describes what students will do at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci
Elementary School, so they are thriving at school

Attendance

Coming to school is the most basic ingredient for student-well being.  Families are
responsible for bringing their students to school each day and on time.  Wakanyeja Ki
Tokeyahci Elementary School does not provide transportation.

When students are ill or have an injury that will interfere with their schoolwork, parents
should take care of them at home.  When students are going to be absent from school,
we ask families to call school and let us know.

Should a student become ill or injured at school, staff will call the contacts listed on the
student’s registration card and ask them to bring the student home.  Should a student
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Have a medical emergency or a serious injury at school, staff will notify the student’s
listed emergency contacts and take immediate action and may transport the child to an
emergency medical provider.

When a student is late to school, we ask families to bring them to the office and from
there we will take them to class.

Sometimes students need to leave school early or for part of the day.  In the interest of
your child’s safety, he or she may leave school only when accompanied by family
members identified on their enrollment forms. Please send your student with a note that
identifies the person who will pick them up.  Family members should check in at the
office and a member of our staff will get them from class.  Family members should bring
a photo ID in case our staff does not recognize you. We may call home to verify that you
plan for your student to leave school.

Frequent or chronic absences or tardiness interfere with a student’s academic progress
and well-being.  If your student is late to school or absent regularly, or absent for several
days in a row, the faculty and staff at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School will
reach out to you. We want to work closely with our families to support regular on-time
attendance.

Academics

At Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School we believe all children are born with a
desire to learn.  Our goal is to nurture that basic disposition into a lifelong commitment.

Our students will be...

● Academically prepared
● Healthy in a holistic way and able to lead
● Fluent in Lak̇ot̄a language and culture
● Secure in their Indigenous identity
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Wot̄akuye serves as the academic glue that binds the four components of our academic
plan into a comprehensive Indigenized educational experience for students.  It is the
fundamental concept in our school’s education philosophy and the source of what makes
our school unique.  In typical western schools’ academic subjects are separate.
Students learn language arts, math, science, social studies and the like.  Not
surprisingly, student understanding of these subjects is fragmented and incomplete, and
so is their understanding of who they are and how they fit into their social world.  Our aim
at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School is to offer our students a more complete
understanding of what they are to learn and who they are.

We will provide our students with all school supplies, including an iPad with a headset.
The iPad will come equipped with the applications you and your student will use.

One of our expectations for our students is full fluency in the Lakota language.  We will
be using instructional materials developed by the Lakota Language Initiative.

We also want our students to be exposed to an environment rich in the English language
at home.  To support this, we ask all families to commit to reading with their students at
least 20 minutes a day.  We will give families levelled readers that grow with their
student’s abilities over time.

Families will get updates on their student’s academic progress every nine weeks. We
believe in student-based progress reports.  Students play a central role describing what
they have learned and what their academic goals are for the coming weeks.  This
method, which will be developed in collaboration with our families, establishes student
ownership and agency.

We will also keep traditional records of student progress. Our educators will use these
records to help students and families plan academic goals, and they will be transmitted
to the school’s families who choose to attend when their students complete their studies
at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School.

Wotakuye and Lakota Values and Virtues
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At Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School, we expect student, family and our
faculty behavior to be grounded wot̄akuye, the Lak̇ot̄a concept of kinship and
interrelatedness.

Beginning with wot̄akuye, we will emphasize a full understanding of Lak̇ot̄a values and
virtues.  These include:

● wowiyuskin, or happiness
● wastecake, or kindness
● istuste’iye miciye, or self-control
● wicoiye waste, or truthfulness and honesty
● sutake, or endurance
● owotanla or fidelity
● tawacin waste, or generosity
● taku ki ognayeh’gi ounye, or accountability
● wakagi, or deference
● spukesni, or industriousness
● ohitika, or courage
● wacintanka, or perseverance
● unsih’anpi, or humility
● yuonihan or honor

 
Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School faculty and staff collaborate with students
and their families to help our students learn these values and virtues are embedded in
who they are as Lak̇ot̄a, and how to develop them in order to sustain their identity and
be productive and prosperous leaders of their community. 

Students should not bring belongings to school that do not have appropriate use in a
school setting.  Students are responsible for all personal belongings, including phones.
Staff at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School may take personal belongings from
students and hold them to be returned to a family member.

When there is conflict, we expect those involved to work through disagreements by
fostering a shared understanding of how we get along. This takes time and patience,
but in the long run it makes school more safe, positive and welcoming than one that
depends on punishment.

Whenever there is evidence or allegations of discrimination, bullying, abusive behavior,
criminal actions, or other significant wrongdoing, staff at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci
Elementary School will conduct a quick but thorough investigation with the intention of
resolving conflict and setting clear expectations for what is appropriate.  Although every
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effort will be made to resolve problems within the school community, state law mandates
reporting some incidents, such as abusive behavior or criminal actions.

The Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School Community

Our community is a group of committed educators, community supporters, families and
students.  We have come together to reclaim the education of the next generation, so it
is grounded in our language and culture.  In this way, we will contribute to the future of a
prosperous people and nation.

If students are at the center of Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School, their family
is the circle closest around them.  Families are the first source of love, care, hope and
support that nurtures a child’s desire to learn.

We ask our families to follow their student’s progress closely.  This means participating in
daily home reading in English and reinforcing Lakota language learning at home.  It also
means staying in regular touch with staff at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School.

Every 9 weeks, we will hold student-centered progress reports, where students will be
responsible for demonstrating what they have learned and help set their own academic
goals for the coming weeks and months.  Families are an important part of this process.

We welcome family participation in the work we do at Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci
Elementary School.  You are welcome to join your students in class.  You are welcome to
bring your family’s stories and knowledge to our school and share it with all of our
students.

We urge our families to stay in touch with us regularly, when you drop off or pick up your
student, or by calling us during the day.  Of course, you can bring your questions and
concerns to us.  But you should also expect us to reach out to you as we seek advice
from our families for the future direction of Wakanyeja Ki Tokeyahci Elementary School,
and for guidance for how we can better serve the next generation.

Our Board
● Nora Antoine, the South Dakota Director of Leadership for Educational Equity

who has served as a Department Chair for SGU and holds a PhD in Leadership
and Change from Antioch University

● Nancy Bordeaux, a member of the community, board member
● Duane Hollow Horn Bear, an elder and cultural leader who has taught Lakota

studies at both SGU and Saint Francis Indian school over the last 30 years.
● Harold Compton; board member
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Our Partners
● Three Sisters; REDCO, Tatanka Funds, SicanguCDC
● Teach for America
● Leadership in Education Equity
● Thunder Valley Lakota Language Initiative
● Red Cloud Elementary School

Our Faculty and Staff
● Sage Fast Dog, Founder and Head of School,

o Sage@sicangucdc.org
● Shanice Nez, Kindergarten Teacher,

o Shanice.Nez@sicangucdc.org
● Carmelita Shouldis. First Grade teacher

o carmelita.shouldis@sicangucorp.com
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School Year 2021-2022

August
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 Hanwin 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

No school / 
Holiday/ Staff 
PD

22 22 23 24 25 26 27

Week 1 29 30 31 First day of School

Every other 
friday is No 
School 
beginning 
9/3/2021

September
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Week 1 1 2 3 4

Week 2 5

6 Labor Day 
No School. 
Hanwin 7 8 9 10 11

Week 3 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Week 4 19 20 21
22 Autum 
equinox 23 24 25

Week 5 26 27 28 29 30

October
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Week 5 1 2
Week 6 3 4 5 6.   Hanwin 7 8 9

Week 7 10
11 Indigenous 
Day 12 13 14 15 16

Week 8 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Week 9 End of 1st Quarter 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Week 1 Start of 2nd Quarter 31

November



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Week 2 1 2 3 4 hanwin 5 6

Week 3 7 8 9 10
11. Veterans 
Day 12 13

Week 4 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Week 5 21 22 23 24
25 Family 
gatherings 26 27

Week 6 28 29 30

December
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Week 6 1 2 3 4 Hanwin
Week 7 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Week 8 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19
20 Winter 
break

21. Winter 
Solstice 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

January
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Week 9 End of 2nd Quarter 2 Hanwin 3 4 5 6 7 8
Week 1 Start of 3rd Quarter 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Week 2 16 17 MLK day 18 19 20 21 22
Week 3 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Week 4 30 31. Hanwin

February
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Week 4 1 2 3 4 5
Week 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Week 6 13

14 
Valentines 
Day 15 16 17 18 19

Week 7 20
21 Presidents 
day 22 23 24 25 26

Week 8 27 28



March
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Week 8 1 2 Hanwin 3 4 5
Week 9 End of 3rd Quarter 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Week 1 Start of 4th Quarter 13 14 15 16
17 St Patrick 
Day 18 19

20 Spring 
Equinox/ 
Spring Break 21 22 23 24 25 26

Week 2 27 28 29 30 31

April
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Week 2 1 Hanwin 2
Week 3 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Week 4 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Week 5 17 18 19 20 21 22 Earth Day 23
Week 6 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

May
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Week 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Week 8 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Week 9 End of 4th Quarter 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22
23 Last Day of 
School 24. PD 25 26 27 28

29
30 Memorial 
day Hanwin 31

June
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30



July
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31


