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January 26, 2023

The Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture

United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue Southwest
Washington, D. C. 20250

Secretary Vilsack:

| am writing to offer my support for the Future Service Leaders Foundation’s application for a Distance Learning
and Telemedicine Grant from USDA Rural Development. FSLF’s proposed project will help expand mental health
services in a six-county region in the Kansas Flint Hills, where healthy residents are essential to maintaining one
of the world’s most endangered cultural landscapes.

| have seen firsthand the gaps in mental health services in rural Kansas. The state’s low counselor to student
ratio, which is 1:45, does not begin to tell the full story. My own county, Chase County, Kansas, has a population
of 2746 with a population density of 3.5 people per square mile. Our countywide school district, USD 284,
serves a K-12 student population of approximately 370. The district employs one licensed social worker and one
“student support specialist.”

In counties like mine where no mental health services exist, telemedicine is a necessity. But efforts to create
this infrastructure are not possible without regional collaboration. | am impressed by the effort FSLF has taken
to build support for this project, which will be a crucial first step toward developing a Rural Vitality Center that
will provide many needed services for my friends and neighbors in the Kansas Flint Hills.

Should you have any questions regarding this recommendation, please do not hesitate to call me at 785-230-

2682 or email me at christy.davis@usda.gov.

Respectfully,

Christy Davis
State Director

Rural Development ¢ Kansas
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