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Francis, Rebuild my Church 

I would guess that most people, regardless of their level of religious experience 
and formation, know that St. Francis of Assisi is the patron saint of animals (and 
the patron saint of ecology!!).  St. Francis’ official feast day is October 4th.  On 
his feast, we bless all of God’s animals – big and small.  Legend has it that a wild 
wolf was terrorizing the people in the city of Gubbio, Italy.  Francis went and 
approached the wolf’s den and the wolf ran towards Francis with his mouth 
wide open to attach him.  Francis responded with a command: “Come Brother 
Wolf, I will not hurt you.  Let us talk in peace”, and he blessed the wolf.  Hence, 
the blessing of animals on the feast of St. Francis. 
 
But, there is another legend regarding Francis, one that I think is more crucial 
to the work of God’s People.  When Francis was a young man, he could not 
decide what to do with his life.  His wealthy father wanted him to work in the 
family business, but that did not interest him at all.   
 
One day, Francis found himself wandering about the outskirts of his home town 
of Assisi, oblivious to his surroundings.  That is, until he came upon the little 
church of San Damiano.  It appeared to be sorely neglected, and in need of 
repair.  Francis entered the church and knelt in front of a large cross. 
He prayed, “Lord, what do you want me to do?”  He asked, “Show me what you 
want me to do with my life.”  As he continued to kneel in deep prayer, Francis 
heard a voice respond, “Francis, go and rebuild my church which you can see is 
falling down.” 
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Francis began to repair the little church and restore it to what it once was.  As 
he worked on the repairs, it dawned on him that it was not the physical building 
to which the voice was referring; but to build the human institution that was 
close to collapsing. 
 
Now, 795 years after St. Francis, the church, once again, needs shoring up.  It is 
not the physical building that is in need, but the People of God, who appear to 
be on the verge of collapse. 
 
When God asked Francis to rebuild his church, he did so.  No matter who we 
are or what we do, God calls us into relationship with him.  Like Francis, who 
knelt before the cross in the little church of San Damiano, we need to keep our 
gaze on Jesus, who beckons us to follow him.  It is time we rebuild Christ Church. 
 
Blessings, 

Fr. Thomas 

 

‘Tis the Season!! 

No, not THAT season!  ‘Tis the “Season of Creation”, which the ecumenical 

family of churches celebrates from September 1st to October 4th (Feast of St. 

Francis) each year.  It is a season set aside to raise our awareness and call us to 

action as a community of faith.  We are called to weave the care of Creation 

into our congregational life.  It is a season of prayer, preaching and generosity, 

as well as public witness.  It is a season of hope as we respond to the cry of the 

earth and the cry of the poor, which go hand-in-hand. 

The United Nations recently released a report regarding the changes we are all 

witnessing in the health of God’s Creation, as traumatic weather events 

become more common and affect populations throughout the world.  It 

appears we may be at the point where healing the earth will not be possible to 

accomplish in the near future and we may need to begin learning to adapt to 

extreme heat, flooding, wildfires, droughts, crop failures, food shortages and 

much more.  That certainly doesn’t sound hopeful, does it?   

And yet…ours is a faith of bringing hope and healing to those in need.  While 

we continue our personal and communal efforts to recycle, reuse, repurpose, 

and to be conscious of our use of water, gasoline-fueled vehicles, chemicals and 

plastic, we are called by our Baptismal Promises to care for the people who do 

not have the means to escape or recover from traumatic climate events.  Here 

in Eastern Niagara County many of us are fortunate to have ready access to 

water, fresh food, shade trees, cooling breezes off the Lake.  But not all of us.  

We need to be aware of that. 

Our care of God’s Creation isn’t limited to the earth.  It extends to ALL of 

Creation…humans, creatures, trees…everything!  While our conservation 

actions address ALL of Creation, the threat of disease, malnutrition and death 

to our fellow human beings requires immediate attention.  How do we do that?  

Locally, provide food, water, clothing, basic life necessities.  Connect with local  

Outreach 

Food Drive 

The next 2nd Saturday Food Drive 

will be on September 11th from 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm.  In particular 

we need protein (canned chicken, 

tuna, peanut butter & jelly, canned 

soups and meals containing meat or 

beans, etc.).  Other suggested items 

include, snacks, cake mix & frosting, 

cracker packs, shelf-stable milk & 

dry milk. 

Warm Up for Winter 

During October the Outreach 

Committee will be collecting warm 

hats, scarves, mittens and gloves to 

help ensure our neighbors stay 

warm this winter.  If you knit or 

crochet, please start working now.  

Purchased items are also needed. 

Fleece hats are quick and easy, so if 

you sew, please Google the free 

online patterns and start sewing.  It 

only takes 1/3 yard of fleece to 

make a few hats.  Everyone loves 

fleece – it’s soft, warm, easy to 

wash, and comes in a wonderful 

variety of colors and designs.  An 

expert says that kids especially will 

always pick fleece over knit or 

crochet. 

 

 

Updated Phone List Available 

If you would like the most up-to-

date version of the phone list, 

please send an email request to 

office@ChristLockport.info.  The 

current list will be sent to you when 

the office is next open (Sunday 

through Wednesday). 
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agencies that can disburse donations to the populations in need.  Our parish 

monthly food collection for the Little Food Pantries is a good start.  How else 

might we reach out?  Let’s have that conversation!  Beyond our community, 

there are national and international agencies that are effective in delivering 

relief.  Last month I wrote about Episcopal Relief & Development’s disaster 

relief fund.  Maybe you have a favorite agency that you support.   

Let us honor our Baptismal Promises:  “Will you seek and serve Christ in all 

persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?”  “Will you cherish the wondrous 

works of God, and protect the beauty and integrity of all creation?” 

Peace, 

Robin Kozlowski 

Aspirant for Ordination to the Diaconate 

 

The People of Haiti Need Us 

I am sharing a portion of Episcopal Relief & Development’s statement regarding 

the recent earthquake in Haiti: 

“Episcopal Relief & Development is supporting the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti 

and other partners in response to the devastating earthquake that struck on 

Saturday, August 14, 2021. The organization’s first grant is through the Diocese 

and will support 400 vulnerable households in 21 isolated communities. 

Episcopal Relief & Development remains in close contact with the Diocese and 

other partner organizations on the ground in Haiti as leaders assess needs in 

their communities. Please continue to pray for those who have been affected 

by the earthquake, tropical storm and COVID-19. Donations to the Haiti 

Fund will help the organization to continue to respond to this disaster.” 

Thank you for your continued prayers and generosity, 

Robin Kozlowski 

ERD Congregational Ministry Partner 

 

 

 

Birthdays 
1 Tim McQueen 

4 Benjamin DeYoung 

 Kelly DeYoung 

 Jeffrey Lilley 

13 Alma Meiklejohn 

 Tammy Steen 

14 Aiden Buchanan 

 Jake Rucci 

15 Mary Brennan-Taylor 

16 Roger Cook 

17 Louis Faust 

19  Sue Venezia-Waddell 

21 Martha Buchanan 

 Dylan Ott 

 John Taylor, Sr. 

24 Richard Lilley 

26 Bill Bohneberg 

 Cono Sammarco 

27 Carl Beitelshees 

28 Bryan DeYoung 

Anniversaries 
7 Ed & Mary Taylor 

8 Como & Kim 
Sammarco 

 Terry & Theresa 
McCabe 

9 John & Pat Goetz 

 

Parish Life Dinner 

August 7th at the 

Sunset Grill in 

Wilson.  It was 

great to be 

together again. 
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A Busy Week at Christ Church 
Over the past months the Vestry has been working on several projects that needed to be done around the church, and 

they are finally happening.  The three nearly dead ash trees between the garage and Fieldcrest Drive were taken down.  

The front wall near the red doors was removed before the loose rocks fell on someone.  It will be sloped with topsoil and 

seeded.  Wait until you see how much more open and welcoming our church looks now! 

 

Rebuild Christ Church 

Like St. Francis’ church in Gubbio, Italy, Christ Church in Lockport needs to be 

rebuilt.  We have all had more than enough of COVID whether we tested 

positive or not.  And the pandemic is not over.  We are focusing on rebuilding 

our church family. 

Our annual stewardship program is starting.  You’ll receive your letter from 

Fr. Thomas and pledge card in the mail in a few days.  We will have weekly 

bulletin inserts reminding us of the many blessings we receive as members 

of Christ Church.  In the first insert, Cathy Dempsey-Sims talks about our need 

to do both maintain our building and do mission work.  That is the balance 

your Vestry stives to maintain.   

Your pledge and contributions make it all possible.  Please prayerfully 

consider what you can pledge and return you pledge card by October 24th.  

Fold it in half and put it in the contribution box or return it by mail. 

If you have questions please contact the office (716-433-9229 or 

office@ChristLockport.info), talk to Fr. Thomas on Sunday, or talk to a Vestry 

member.  Thank you for your generosity.  


