
Minutes for Citizens’ Climate Lobby-Kansas City Chapter Monthly Meeting, July  9, 20119


1.  The meeting was held in the Turner Board room in the Main Library from 6:30 to 8:15 pm.  In 
attendance were David Mitchell, Stephen Melton, Kurt Kloster, Frank Zilm, Jim McGraw, 
Theresa Noble, Dennis Hilger, Donna Jones, Emily Hurley and five new members: Donna 
Ohman, a creative director who lives in the Northland; Karen Uhlenhuth, a reporter with 
Midwest Energy News, who lives in Midtown,; her daughter, Lia, who is a high school student; 
Adam Griffin, a student at Benedictine College; and Robert Gibson, a retired heavy equipment 
operator from the Northland.  Thanks to all who attended and engaged in our discussions! And 
welcome to our new members!


2.  Dave reminded everyone to dial into the national call this Saturday at 12 noon; the guest 
speaker is Drew Jones, co-director of Climate Interactions, a think tank that models climate 
policies.   Those not free at that time can listen to the recorded call by going to the CCL 
webpage.  Dave also announced that Steve Melton is now designated by CCL as an official 
Co-Leader, along with Dave, of the CCL-KC Chapter.


3.  Prior month’s events:

     A.  June 11 DC Conference: Steve Melton and Eslun Tucker presented a seminar on 
obtaining a municipal endorsement based on the successful Kansas City effort.

     B.  Jim McGraw met with the MCC chancellor and will teach a seminar on climate change 
this upcoming semester.  (See our website kccc.org for details.). Jim also met with the 
leadership at the Unity Temple.

     C.  On June 25 KKFI aired their half-hour taped interview with Steve and Eslun.  Frank is 
attempting to link the podcast to our website.

     D.  Frank has done a tremendous job establishing our website, establishing us as a 501c4 
corporation, opening our checking account, and buying $800 worth of radio advertising on 
KCUR.  The 15-second spots will play at random times during the day over the next few 
weeks.

     E.  Donna Jones, our first-ever treasurer, reports we have $1070 in the bank.  Thanks to all 
who donated  and solicited donations!  You can still mail in your pledges or other donations to 
Donna Jones, at 14 E Navajo Lane, Kansas City Mo, 64114.  Please make your check out to 
KCCCL.  (We will now gladly accept honoraria and donations from third parties to replenish our 
account.). Donna Ohman volunteered to write out thank you notes to all donors,  (Donna Jones 
will furnish names and addresses and Steve will provide the CCL-KC stationary.)

     F.  Theresa and Steve met again with John Jenks, the Director of Public Policy for the 
Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce.  Outcome: we will present to the Energy and 
Environment Committee when it meets in October, and also the Missouri Energy Initiative when 
it meets in KC next Spring.  John also promised to provide us a list of companies we might 
contact before then.

     G.  Last, but certainly not least, Emily has led two enormously successful tabling events at 
First Fridays in the Crossroads, June 7 and July 5,  which have resulted in fifty new members 
and its of good visibility.  These events are done in partnership with our Kansas CCL chapter.  
Thank you to all who have helped with these events!


4.  Upcoming events:

     A.  CCL wants each chapter to establish a youth outreach team and/or a youth leader.  
Need volunteers.  Adam and Kurt expressed willingness to support.  Emily Hurley is in contact 
with the Sunrise movement students at UMKC and perhaps we can enlist them to help us 
recruit college students interested in this effort.

      B.  CCL also wants us to do research on which community leaders are influential with 
members of congress (MOC) and meet with them in August to advocate for HR 763.  Steve 
volunteered to work on Graves, for whom is is CCL liaison, and Robert and Dennis also said 
they would research Graves.  Dave will work on Hawley, and Theresa said she would ask her 

http://kccc.org


contacts about Blunt. Steve will also contact George Laur, CCL liaison to Blunt, to see what he 
knows.  Karen promised Theresa a point of contact in Smithville Farms, who may be an 
influencer for Sam Graves.

     C.  Dave will meet with Grant G and Jim on Saturday re approaching the Lee’s Summit city 
council for an endorsement.

     D.  Jim will table at the Unity Temple on Sunday, July 14.

     E.  On July 17, Theresa, our first-ever Interim Director of Social Media, will attend social 
media boot camp at Penn Valley Bank.

     F.  Emily is leading our participation with the Kansas CCL in the July 23, 6:30 pm 
presentation at the St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal church.  Adam, Kurt and Steve 
volunteered to support Emily’s requirements, which she will coordinate with Jennifer Brown on 
the Kansas side.

     G.  On July 26 at 2:30 Dave, Steve, Emily, Karen, and Lia will meet with Senator Hawley’s 
staff at their office in Westport.   There will be a preparatory meeting of the briefing team at 
Westport Coffee on July 11 at 1pm.

     H.  We will brief the KC Star editorial board and ask for their endorsement of HR763 
sometime in August, exact date TBD.  Dave, Steve, Theresa, and Jennifer Brown from the 
Kansas side are now on the team.  Adam, and Donna Ohman offered to be backups.

      I.  First Fridays in the Crossroads, August 2.  The Sunrise movement, impressed by our 
efforts, may be tabling with us.  Emily will coordinate and solicit volunteers.  She would also 
appreciate feedback from volunteers on ways to make the tabling even more effective.  Emily 
also asked Steve if we could get some Spanish language fliers.

     J.  Metro-KC Climate Action Coalition September 14 Climate Summit.  See our webpage for 
a link to this breakthrough event at JCCC.  We will table and participate in panel discussions.

    K.  Dennis is approaching his city councilman to ask his help in getting the city of 
Independence to endorse CF&D.  Date of meeting TBD.  Dennis also assessed that the Rotary 
Club was not a good “target” at this time because of summer vacations.

     L. Project Grand Canyon, a CCL wide effort to flood congressional offices with calls in favor 
of HR763, is in Beta testing.  Some of us—liaisons—are designated script writers.  Need 
volunteers to serve as callers.  At the meeting, Theresa, Kurt, Donna, Emily, Dennis, Jim, Bob, 
and Karen all volunteered.  Pease go to the Grand Canyon website at 
www.ProjectGrandCanyon.com and sign up to make calls.


5. CC’s Danny Richter provided the following update from D.C. to the liaisons on Monday: 

     A.  The US Conference of Mayors passed a resolution on July 2 in support of carbon 
pricing.  (See article on our website.). He thinks the vote was 1400 to 7.   The Republican 
mayor of Miami pushed the resolution.

     B.  Now have 52 cosponsors for HR 763, including Karen Bass, the Chairwoman of the 
Congressional Black Caucus and four members of the Ways and Means Committee.

     C.  Republican opposition is rapidly “softening.”  Many GOP MOCs just looking for political 
cover to support carbon pricing.

     D.  Don’t go negative about Green New Deal and other CF&D bills, I.e., the Climate 
Leadership Council’s bill that they are now drafting.  We want Republicans to sign onto any bill, 
not just HR763.  Be positive; our bill should win in the end.  


6.  Next Meeting.  Our August monthly meeting will be on Monday (NOT TUESDAY!), August 
12, in the Plaza Library large meeting room from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The purpose of the 
meeting will be to welcome the large number of new members we have gained from our 
Crossroads tabling, our KCUR advertising, and other venues.  Our program that night will be 
geared specifically to integrate new members into our organization as effectively as possible.  
More to follow.


7.  Thank you for all the hard work you are doing and especially the initiatives you fought for 
which are now bearing fruit.  We have a tremendous momentum now and are putting CCL-KC 

http://www.projectgrandcanyon.com/


on the map nationwide.  We, and your fellow CCLers in other cities, are having impact at the 
highest levels of government.  Keep the pedal to the metal!  We are winning!


Dave Mitchell and Stephen Melton

Co-Leaders

CCL-KC


    


