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English
May not be the most spoken language in the world, but it is the official 
language of 53 countries and spoken by around 400 million people across 
the globe.

ICAO established the English language requirements for all international 
aviators according to their job responsibilities. 
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In terms of effective aviation communication, 
proficient speakers shall be able to:

Communicate 
effectively

Communicate 
accurately

Use appropiate 
strategies

Handle lingustic 
challenges

Use aeronautical 
language
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Communicate 
accurately

Use appropiate 
strategies

Handle lingustic 
challenges

Use aeronautical 
language

Communicate effectively in voice-only and 
face-to-face situations. 
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Communicate 
effectively

Use appropiate 
strategies

Handle lingustic 
challenges

Use aeronautical 
language

Communicate on common, concrete and 
work-related topics with accuracy and 
clarity. 
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Communicate 
effectively

Communicate 
accurately

Handle lingustic 
challenges

Use aeronautical 
language

Use appropriate communicative strategies 
to exchange messages and to recognize and 
resolve misunderstandings in a general or 
work-related context 
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Communicate 
effectively

Communicate 
accurately

Use appropiate 
strategies

Use aeronautical 
language

Handle successfully and with relative ease 
the linguistic challenges presented by 
unexpected turn of events that occurs within 
the routine work situation.
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Communicate 
effectively

Communicate 
accurately

Use appropiate 
strategies

Handle lingustic 
challenges

Use a dialect or accent which is intelligible 
to the aeronautical community Language 
proficiency is not merely knowledge of a set 
of grammar rules, vocabulary, and ways of 
pronouncing sounds.
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In 2004 ICAO
Published a set of Language Proficiency Requirements and a Proficiency 
Rating Scale, and by March 2008, air traffic controllers and pilots were 
required by ICAO to have a certificate attesting to their proficiency in 
the language used for international aeronautical communication.
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IFATCA´s Asia Pacific Region
Envisioned a program to enhance the English-speaking capabilities of 
ATC in their region and around the world.

The main purpose of the SEP (SPEAK ENGLISH PROGRAM) is to create a 
welcoming and friendly English-speaking environment without any 
judgement or pressure. 
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Objectives of the program 
a) To enable the participants to think in English and speak in English.

b) To create opportunities for the participants to practice speaking 
more English and build up self-confidence before taking an ELPT.

c) To increase the number of ATCs with ICAO ELP level 5 or 6.

d) To help improve listening, speaking and interaction skills.
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HOW DOES IT 
WORK?
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HOW DO I SIGN UP?
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Coments or Quesions


