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Must You Choose the Best Doctor?

A Halachic Discussion ¢ 917 >2: N¥NT7IN 119IXN



The Question ¢ wx7n
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"Is one required to specifically consult with a specialist?"

Does Jewish law demand the very best medical expertise — or is a competent doctor
enough?
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"One is OBLIGATED to seek counsel and receive treatment from the most expert
doctors."
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"One must warn the patient that he is ALY 39D 7T 0T IND ANY ,ANM N

obligated to seek the most expert N2 NN Wrab 29w T9m AR v wow
doctor — and if he does not, it is as if

he has WOUNDED HIMSELF."
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"One is obligated to go to a good expert doctor — but one is NOT obligated to go
to the very best doctor."
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A nuanced ruling: competent specialist care is required — but not an endless search for perfection.
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"And she took for him an ark of bulrushes" — Exodus 2:3
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"For the righteous, their money is more precious than their body" — they choose adequate
protection, not extravagant spending.

@ Yocheved used bulrushes — adequate, not the strongest wood — teaching us that reasonable
protection suffices when it genuinely guards life.



The Maharsha Explains ¢ 911w nnnw"x
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"One must say that he was also protected in the bulrushes... For if not — nothing
stands in the face of saving a life, and certainly not money."

The Maharsha establishes: when adequate protection exists, you need not overspend — but the protection
must be genuinely effective.
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"In the time of the Birchei Yosef, there was no government oversight of doctors at
all — each man did as he pleased."

Today, licensing and standards exist — so the harsh ruling of the Birchei Yosef may be mitigated in our time.
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For complex medical cases requiring great expertise — one is
indeed OBLIGATED to seek the greatest specialist.

Rosh Kollel "Beit David," Cholon « Member, Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah
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Otzaros D'Tanu Rabbenu B'Refuah
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