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The Halachic Obligation to Consult a Specialist
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Must a dangerously ill patient consult specifically with a specialist,
and what is the halachic definition of "specialist" for this purpose?
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A patient with a dangerous illness requiring medical expertise
is obligated to consult specifically with a specialist professor
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A "specialist" is not defined by title alone —
what matters is a proven record of curing that specific illness
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Seek a doctor with a proven record of healing this illness —
outcomes and experience outweigh the title of "Professor"
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A specialist who consults colleagues and can admit error
is greatly preferable to one who relies on himself alone
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R' Chaim of Brisk: a true halachic authority
is one who can also say "l was mistaken" or "I do not know"
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