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OBJECTIVES

THE COMMON WAYS CRIMES SCENES ARE OVERLO(

Overlooked

Corroboration

TOOLS & STRATEGIES TO IDENTIFY AND DOCUMEN?

Evidence




investigate these without a participatin
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MINDSET CHANGE

. \

EYES'ARE
BSELESS

) WHEN THe

MIND IS

BLIND.




THE COST OF
MISSING EVIDENC

Missed
Weak Indicators

Diminished
Probable
Cause

Increased
Victim

Prosecution of Coercive
Danger

Control

Even tiny observations can provide significant corroboration.



MANY DV CA
LACK WITNESSES

They lack

Investigators
who know where
to look

They lack
Investigators
willing to look




Thorough Is as

thorough does.




MINDSET CHANGE

WE MUST INVESTIGATE BEYOND THE ELEMENTS OF THE CRIM

: i

POWER [
& DANGER §
CONTROL}
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M _I I— . 4 dating

M married
00000 CRIMINAL M bio parents
DDDDDDD ACT of same child
0000000 M members of
0000 household

M former

Investigate beyond the criminal elements & look for:

DANGER
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Look or CORROBORATION
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Iit"s INSANE how some

people need NO EVIDENCE

to believe a LIE but
REQUIRE endless
EVIDENCE to BELIEVE the

TRUTH.




CORROBORATIOI

evidence
of the crime

L )

PROBABLE CAUSE = BEYOND REASONABLE DOUBT

evidence
of the family
relationship

o )

\_

evidence
truthful
statements

J

\_

evidence
of the
untruthful
statements

J
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of the crime

evidence
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She reported he punched her on the left

side of her mouth with his right fist.

V She has swelling & bruising to her

left lip.

V She has cuts inside her lip to this

area.
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The physical evidence is consistent with her reporting.



She said he struck her as she was
getting out of the shower.

V Her hair is still wet

V The shower is still wet

=
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V A towel Is still wet




He said she invited him over.
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V No carrier pigeons in sight.




Verbal declarations
a2 )

: V Photos of them together
evidence
of the V Text messages
family _
relationship V Prior reports

N\ "/ VOther parties




evidence
of the

family
relationship

Texas CCP 38.371

Domesti ¢c Viol ence

A PATTERNf abusive behaviors by one
person togain or maintain control over
an intimate partner or family member.



| DON'T TRUST WORDS. | EVEN

QUESTION ACTIONS. BUT |
NEVER DOUBT PATTERNS.




PROSECUTION

Some Iinformation may not be admissible for
the guilt/innocence phase.

It could be great evidence for the punishment phase.

We may never know what information is going
to be vital, so we treat it all as vital.



EXPAND YOUR VIE

Look beyond
PROBABLE CAUSE

Investigate to support
BEYOND A REASONABLE

DOUBT
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TOTALITY OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES



CIRCUMSTANCIAL
EVIDENCE

Proof of facts offered Evidence that points to a
as evidence from conclusion,even if nobody
which other facts may directly saw or heardthe

be Inferred. actual event.



HOM ICI DE { EXPECT & ACCEPT
INVESTIGATION

Circumstantial Evidence} Fragmented Timelines

.
(

Indirect Withesses J Offender Minimization

{ Victim Silence J




N O N'FATAL { EXPECT & ACCEPT
INVESTIGATION

Circumstantial Evidence} Fragmented Timelines

.
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Indirect Withesses J Offender Minimization

{ Victim Silence J




ARRIVING ON SCE

arrive safe - make the
scene safe

SCENE IS
SAFE!

A thorough
l nvestigat
happen until the




THE APPROACH

arrive safe | === make the —— . calm the
scene safe chaos

SAFETYs ALWAYShe PRIORITY




Safety Sweeps

Maximize Legal
Authorities




You only get one chance at a
fresh scene, so make It count.

reevaluating - Do we need a
search warrant?
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OBSERVATIONS

What do you § What do you Tactile Notable

hear? see? observations smells




OBSERVATIONS

What do you § What do you Tactile Notable
hear? see? observations SUEE

CAPTURE THE EXPERIENCE




OBSERVATIONS

I 6 ¢ qK Y 2iqdltyan U LT 6 € a K

significant? Inconsistent? gcorroborating?

CAPTURE THE EXPERIENCE



OBSERVATIONS

Broken household items
Broken phones

Broken cherished items
Wall damage

Overturned items



OBSERVATIONS (@

Broken household items Bedding disturbances

Broken phones Displaced furniture

Broken cherished items Hidden phones/keys

Signs of

Isolation/confinement
(locks d keep folks out and keep folks in)

Wall damage

Overturned items



OVERLOOKED
EVIDENCE

Halir Torn clothing
Blood transfer Smeared makeup
Broken nalls Notes

Damaged Jewelry Written Instructions



COLLECT EVIDENCE

Collect all physical evidence at the scene

Remember to photograph evidence before moving it.

Photograph vs. collec® consider consulting with
the prosecutor



EVIDENCE OF LEAVI

Packed bags
Gobag

Safety planning

Interfe rence Wlth attempts First hearts meant come get me. Second hearts
to leave. I O1ly2¢tft SRAISR LQY 2y °



CODE WORDS

Deana

Hey I'm just checking
on to see how Mr.
Haggard is doing

Commonly referred to as Merle dderlito. Mr. Haggard meant
send the police.
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DOCUMENTATION

INVESTIGATIVE GUIDE

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ... Todo's D
VICTIM STATEMENT compeeabr .

(photograph and detail in report)

igns of Disturbance
lump(s) of Hair
O Broken Furniture
O Blood
O Broken Phone
OO Hole(s) in Wall
O Broken Glass
OChildren Crying
LIWeapons

V4 il ele%mqfrsgﬁeﬁffere& nder carport
V & S verbally arguing

Capture the Capture the
Current Event Relationship Dynamics
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DONOT GET L

Drugs / Alcohol / Sex Unless relevant

Victims are not perfect

They may voluntarily particli
For their pleasure

For coping




DONOT GET L

They may INVOLUNTARILY participate
when

They are fearful

They are trying to survive




DONOT JUDG

Document the scene They owe you
NOTHING.

Collect evidence

You owe them EVERY
Be thorough & methodical effort



COERCIVE CONTRC

A pattern of behavior by an abuser to

DOMINATHSOLATE INTIMIDATE

an intimate partner



Achieve power through

FEAR

but also through

CONFUSION, HUMILIATION &
DEPRIVING FREEDOM

An ol nvisible cageo that k
even when there are no visible bruises.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



: monitoring regulation threats
emotional Py of s
manipulation surveillance daily life T

common behaviors

using
children

(pseudo-children)

degradation
&
humiliation

financial

control
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LOVE BOMBING

Love

W ok G O Wi
o) side, to ho' /
hand a walk
through life.




To laugh with
me when
things are easy

and encourage Because
me when times C U U LUF ¥
are hard. needed,

e 213 Wr
To tell me that in you.

JRa 6 131 Ws A
always love mert
aqob6caqurl Wc
need.
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f Ws YUK q WG ¢t
excuses, but | will

keep trying to do

better T because you
deserve it and

because you mean

the world to me.




PHOTOS

h w

YOU ONLY GET : , : PHOTOGRAPH
aCh] w / { €
ONE CHANGE A PHOTOS EVIDENCE IN PLAC

FRESH SCENE BEFORE MOVING

PHOTOGRAPH
EVIDENCE IN
CONTEXT

RECORD THE

SCENE DOCUMENTATION




PHOTOS

Wide Mid-range
Establishing Relationship
Room orientation between

- . evidence items
Entry/exit points

Close Up






INJURIES

Delayed bruising
Progressive photos during healing stages

Alternative light sources
Defensive injuries
Absence of injury

Absence of something could be be something
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ELECTRONICS

Look for & identify electronic evidence sources.

Security cameras
Alarm systems

Smart Assistantsd Alexa, Google Assist

Ot her é.



ELECTRONICS

AWiFi

APhones

AComputers/Tablets SEARCH.ORG
AGarage door openers

AAlarm systems



Collect
app-based
logs.



