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OBJECTIVES

• Purpose
 Why we write
 What we write and what we

• Organizing the Chaos & Providing Clear and Accurate 
Depictions 

• Drafting Probable Cause Affidavits



Purpose



WHY DO WE WRITE?
• Departmentally / Legislatively required.

• Document what was reported.

• Document what was observed.

• Document what actions were taken.

• Preserve for the future.



WHAT DO WE WRITE?
• Identifying information of all parties.

• What we’re told and by whom.

• What we observed.

• What actions were taken and by whom.

• What else we learned and by what means.



REMEMBER!

1. What we write is a permanent archive.

2. What we write is a permanent archive.

• Detailed
• Thorough

• Free of our emotions
• Free of judgement



Calming the Chaos



Organized

Easily Consumable

DetailedGOALS



DV VICTIM STATEMENT



HOW DID WE GET THERE?



COMP ADVISED THERE IS A FEMALE IN THE PARKING LOT OF BLDG #7 
SCREAMING AND CRYING AND ASKING SOMEONE TO CALL THE POLICE

SUBJECT IS A WHITE OR HISPANIC FEMALE LSW SHORT DRESS AND NO 
SHOES

COMP ADVISED THE SUBJECT IS HYSTERICAL AND WONT TELL THEM 
ANYTHING

FEMALE DOES NOT LOOK LIKE SHES INJURED // UNK INTOX

COMP ADV HE CAN SEE UNIT AND DISC // NOI

DISPATCH NOTES





INTRODUCE THE RELATIONSHIP



Jane and John both stated they have been in a dating relationship for several 
years, they lived together, and they are the biological parents of the same 
children. 

Jane and John both stated they have been in a dating relationship for 8 years, 
they live together at the incident address, and they are the biological parents of 
two children (ages 6 & 7). 



INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTS





PARTY 1
Party 1 reported… (narrate in third person)
Any completed statements
Observations
Photos
Other actions





PARTY 2
Party 2 reported… (narrate in third person)
Any completed statements
Observations
Photos
Other actions





How they got there. 
Detailed dispatch notes

Officer’s observation on arrival

Victim’s report

Victim’s injuries

Victim’s report



Victim’s Injuries

Domestic Violence Victim 
Statement & Strangulation 
Supplement

Video Info

Discussed PO



DETECTIVE FOLLOW UP



REVIEW CAD REPORT





REVIEW OFFICER REPORT(S)







INVOLVEMENT CHECKS - HISTORICALS



CRIMINAL HISTORY







911 RECORDING



EMS 
RECORDS





REVIEW PHOTOS



VICTIM INTERVIEW















LANGUAGE



Avoid confusing or 
non-clarifying language

Yelling
Screaming

If you’re not sure which 
applies, clarify. 

Speaking in a loud voice as if angry.
Yelling back and forth at each other.
Screaming at the top of her lungs as if in pain.
Screaming bloody murder.



Arguing Struggling Fighting

FIGHTING



Avoid words/statements with a negative connotation

claimedJane                he strangled her.
stated
allegedJane               he raped her.
stated

Jane                she was yelling at him.admitted
stated



Avoid words/statements with a negative connotation

The victim refused  

EMS
To write a statement
To be photographed
To be transportedThe victim DECLINED 



The victim refused  
The victim DECLINED.



askedJohn                         Jane to call his attorney for him.instructed
askedJohn             Jane to complete a non-prosecution affidavit.
told

John                   Jane not to leave him. asked
begged

Use Words Which Accurately Describe the Action



Jane reported there was damage to the walls and doors.

I noticed John kept his right hand covered by his left hand or 
had both hands behind his back. I asked to see his hands and 
observed John’s right-hand knuckles to be red and he had a 
small cut on the right middle knuckle. 

These injuries were consistent with the victim’s report he was 
punching the walls and cabinets. 

BE DESCRIPTIVE WITH YOUR OBSERVATIONS.



BE DESCRIPTIVE IN CAPTURING YOUR EXPERIENCE

I asked Joe to tell me what led to things becoming physical.

He paused, shrugged his shoulders, and said, “I would never hurt her”. 

I asked the question again.

Joe replied, ”I’m not sure how you want me to answer that. It’s really 
an open-ended question.”

NON-RESPONSIVE RESPONSE



DRAFTING THE PC



PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT
Remember your judge is making 
decisions based on the 4 corners 
of the affidavit. 

• PC
• Dynamics
• Dangerous behaviors
• Danger indicators



PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT

PC for arrest

Assess for Bond Conditions

Assess for Protective Order

Assess Release on Bond



PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT
Affiant is X. Affiant is employed by X. These events described did 
occur in X County, Texas.

On X date, XPD officers responded to [location] after a 911 call was 
received from an uninvolved witness (L. G, female, age 34) who 
reported…

On X date, XPD officers responded to [location] after a 911 call was 
received from the victim (KO, female, age 48) who reported…



The witness reported the following….   (narrate 3rd person)

The victim reported the following….    (narrate 3rd person)

Affiant observed the V to have the below injuries:
• Injury
• Injury
• Injury

The victim also complained of pain:
• Ribs (8/10)



The V stated she experienced the below signs and symptoms I know 
through my training and experience are consistent with acts of 
strangulation:
• Symptom
• Symptom
• Symptom

These injuries were consistent with the V’s report of how she stated 
they occurred.





In addition to the events described above the victim reported 
additional acts by John have included additional physical assaults to 
include acts of strangulation, additional harassing and threatening 
messages, and stalking behavior.  



Affiant reviewed the messages which included:
• “Don’t care anymore”
• “New years come around something will happen”
• “Ur family got there balls I will show u mine”
• “Fuck you [victim’s name]”
• “Merry Xmas [victim’s name] u got what u deserved”

John left the scene prior to Affiant’s arrival. Affiant attempted to call 
him but he would not answer the phone despite sending the V 
multiple text messages and calling her repeatedly while Affiant was 
on scene. 



John’s criminal history records show he has been previously 
convicted for the below:
• Possession Marijuana
• Assault Causes Bodily Injury
• Assault Causes Bodily Injury Family Member
• Criminal Trespass
• Fail to ID
• Burglary
• DWI
• DWI 2nd



John’s criminal history records show the below family violence 
related conviction:
• Offense title
• Date of offense
• County
• Disposition: Convicted / Deferred Adjudication



It doesn’t have to sound smart. It just needs to be accurate. 

We can’t anticipate how the information we gather will be used in 
the future so it’s important our investigations are thorough and 
detailed. Even if it’s “Just a disturbance.”

Take your time and do the work. We owe this to our survivors. 

SUMMARY


