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JOHN  PAUL IISt.
C A T H O L I C  P A R I S H

956 S. 10th Ave., Kankakee, Illinois 60901     815-933-7683956 S. 10th Ave.,  Kankakee, Illinois 60901     815-933-7683 

WELCOME to the family ~ BIENVENIDO a la familia 
Third Sunday of Advent - December 17, 2023 

I am the voice of  one crying out in the desert, 
                   ‘make straight the way of  the Lord’    

 

Yo soy la voz que grita en el desierto: ‘Enderecen el camino del Señor’   

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

St. John Paul II Church 
907 S. 9th Ave., Kankakee, IL 60901 

 
SATURDAY/SÁBADO 
English -  4:30 pm Vigil Mass 

Español -  6:00 pm  Misa de Vigilia   
 

SUNDAY/DOMINGO 
English -  8:00 am, 9:30 am,  

11:30 am & 5:00 pm 
 

Español -  1:00 pm  
 

Latin -  3:00 pm  
Sunday Vespers -  6:30 pm 

 
 

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE 
 

English -  Monday-Friday at 7:30 am  
Saturday 8:00 am 

 

Español -  Martes 6:00 pm 
Primer Viernes 7:00 pm 

 

Latin -  Wednesday & Friday 12:00 pm 
First Saturday at 9:00 am 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Conference Room 

Saturday   3:30-4:30 pm 
Tuesday/Thursday   5:00-5:45 pm 

Jn 1:6-8, 19-28  



- 2 -

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
This Sunday is different from the other 
Sundays of Advent. Today, the candle on the 
Advent wreathe and the vestments of the 
priests and deacons take a break from purple, 
a color which symbolizes penitence and 
preparation, and are adorned in rose (or 
pink). None of the other Sundays in Advent 
have a name, but today is “Gaudete Sunday”—
Gaudete is Latin for “Rejoice!” We take a break from 
the nighttime purple of Advent to rejoice with the color 
rose as the light of the Son of God begins to dawn. The 
coming of Christ on Christmas is near, and the feast of 
the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is the 
cause of our joy, is quickly approaching.  
 
So what does this Sunday tell us about the rest of 
Advent? We need this Sunday because, practically, we 
need a glimpse of Christmas joy and a reminder that 
the reason for our preparation, the coming of our 
beloved Savior, will soon be here. It focuses us. Advent 
is not a mini and pre-emptive Christmas season. 
Rather, it is a season of preparation and waiting. 
Waiting is an act of hope by which we create and 
prepare a space to receive the one we expect, in this 
case Jesus Christ. As the church moves from being a 
somewhat silent space to being filled with decorations 
and instruments in celebration of the joyful feast of our 
Lord’s Nativity, let us do the same. During this 
Advent, have we created that space to receive our 
Lord? Have we set aside time for prayer? Have we 
prepared our souls to receive Christ anew through the 
sacrament of penance and reconciliation? Have we 
stopped to reflect on the lights and evergreens as a 
reminder of the radiant coming of Christ, the author of 
life? The lights, trees, bows, presents, and parties are 
not the end, but they assist us in our celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ. Let us receive Him anew! While 
the world is always being distracted by constant 
movement, chaos, and conflicts, it received its Creator 
and Savior in the silence and stillness of the night in the 
little town of Bethlehem. Let us continue to create that 
serene, quiet, and trusting place in our lives so that we 
may receive with great joy our Beloved Lord Jesus 
Christ: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, 
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near” (Phil. 4:4-5). 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Matt 
 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 
 
Este domingo es diferente de los otros 
domingos de Adviento. Hoy, la vela en la 
corona de adviento y las vestiduras de los 
sacerdotes y diáconos descansan del morado, 
que simboliza la penitencia y la preparación, y 
se adornan en rosa. Ninguno de los otros 
domingos en Adviento tiene un nombre, pero 

hoy es el "Domingo Gaudete". Gaudete en latín significa 
"¡Alégrate!" La luz de Dios comienza a brillar. La venida 
de Cristo en Navidad está cerca y la fiesta de la 
Natividad de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, que es la causa de 
nuestro gozo, se acerca rápidamente. 
 
Entonces, ¿qué nos dice este domingo sobre el resto del 
Adviento? Necesitamos este domingo porque, en la 
práctica, necesitamos un vistazo de la alegría navideña y 
un recordatorio de que el propósito de nuestra 
preparación, la venida de nuestro Salvador, pronto 
estará aquí. Nos enfoca. El Adviento no se define como 
una temporada navideña diminuta ni preventiva. Más 
bien, es una temporada de preparación y esperanza. 
Esperar es un acto de esperanza por medio del cual 
creamos y preparamos un espacio para recibir al que 
esperamos, en este caso Jesucristo. Mientras la iglesia 
pasa de ser un espacio un tanto silencioso a llenarse de 
adornos e instrumentos para celebrar la alegre fiesta de 
la Natividad de nuestro Señor, hagamos nosotros lo 
mismo. Durante este Adviento, ¿hemos creado espacio 
para recibir a nuestro Señor? ¿Hemos reservado tiempo 
para la oración? ¿Hemos preparado nuestras almas para 
recibir a Cristo nuevamente a través del sacramento de la 
penitencia y la reconciliación? ¿Hemos reflexionado de 
las luces y los árboles como recordatorios de la radiante 
venida de Cristo, el autor de la vida? Las luces, los 
árboles, los moños, los regalos y las fiestas no son todo, 
pero nos ayudan en nuestra celebración del nacimiento 
de Jesucristo. ¡Recibámoslo nuevamente! Mientras que el 
mundo está siempre distraído con el constante 
movimiento, el caos y los conflictos, recibe a su Creador 
y Salvador en el silencio y la quietud de la noche en la 
pequeña ciudad de Belén. Sigamos creando un lugar 
sereno, tranquilo y confiado en nuestras vidas para que 
podamos recibir con gran alegría a Jesucristo, nuestro 
Señor: “Alégrense siempre en el Señor; se los repito: 
¡alégrense! El Señor está cerca” (Fil. 4: 4-5). 
 
En Cristo, 
Padre Mateo 
 
 

A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR                  UNA CARTA DEL PÁRROCO 
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HOMEBOUND & NURSING HOME PARISHIONERS 
ASBURY SUPPORTIVE LIVING:  
BICKFORD: Barbara Ciaccio 
BOURBONNAIS GROVE: Lavonne Linneman 
BUTTERFIELD COURT: Pat Canfield 
HERITAGE WOODS, Manteno: Noralee Sirois 
HOMEBOUND: Rose Kaminsky, Rosemary Dicarlo, Bob 
Granger, Jean Rykiel 
LUTHER PLACE: Leola Mulvihill, Thrasilla Janczak 
MILLER REHAB CENTER: Rita Morris, Colleen Brown 
PRAIRIEVIEW, Danforth: Lyn Lamie 
PRESENCE HERITAGE LODGE: Dick Keethers 
RIVERSIDE SENIOR LIFE/MEMORY CARE: 
SENIOR CARE: David Africano 
WESTWOOD OAKS:  Eileen Dupuis, Desiree Grant 

 Alan & Jackie LaRoche 
 Alice Ramien 
 Anabelle Beedle 
 Abigail Beedle 
 Angela Benitez 
 Antonio Dominguez 
 Betty Mulvihill 
 Bill Cox 
 Bob Crane 
 Bob Sowell 
 Charlene Russell 
 Craig Robinson 
 Colleen Kilbride  
 Daniel Wulffe 
 Darby Thomas 
 Debbie Turner 
 Desiree Grant 
 Donna Paquette 
 Elia López 
 Eric McEroy 
 Eula Mae Goselin 
 Gloria Mendez 
 Harry Carpenter 
 Joe Petronio 
 José Luis Delgadillo 
 Jose de Jesus Isaac Solis 
 Josefina Vazquez  

 Juan Isaac Solis  
 Kathy Call 
 Kathy Dechenne 
 Kelli Burson 
 Kevin Metschuleit 
 Magdalena Salazar 
 Margaret Bialas 
 Maria Toledo 
 Mia Martin 
 Naomi 
 Nicky Frey 
 Nicole & David 
 Pat Crane 
 Patty Lamie 
 Rafael Moreno 
 Raquel Garcia 
 Robert & Kathy Lenzi 
 Ron Talamantes 
 Russell Westover  
 Sharon Burton 
 Steve Schultz 
 Sylvia Martinez 
 Ted & Phyllis Bergeron 
 Tom Sauch    
 Vito Scafiezzo     
 Willis Buchholz             
 

*** The Intention of this list is to pray for the seriously ill. Please help us 
keep the list updated by calling us with any changes. Thank You! 
La intención de esta lista es rezar por quienes están seriamente 
enfermos. Ayúdenos a mantenerla actualizada llamándonos. ¡Gracias! 

The candle in the sanctuary is burning  
in memory of  

ROBERTO ESPARZA SR. 
By: Ricardo Esparza  

PRAYING WITH  INTENTION FOR THE SICK 

PRAYER LINE INFORMATION: For your prayer requests, please  
call  Ann Wheeler at 815-932-7938 or, email Barb Jepson at   

wbjepson69@gmail.com                                                                      

MASS INTENTIONS 
Week of December 16 – December 24 

Saturday, December 16 
8:00 am † Phillip Czernik (Paula Czernik & Family) 
4:30 pm † Pam Bierbaum (Koerner Family) 
6:00 pm Por Toda la Gente de la Parroquia 
Sunday, December 17 
8:00 am † Ardelle Norgaard  

(Ron & Pat Hansen & Family) 
9:30 am † George Faber (Tim & Pam Ravens) 
  † Bill Powers (Frances Powers) 
 † Debra Lee Lystila Linder (Judy Nowman) 
 † Veronica Carlson (Kathy Dechenne) 
11:30 am † Jim Kresl (Katy Kresl & Decker Family) 
1:00 pm † Evangelina Mendez  

(Gabriel & Lupita Mendez) 
 † Jaime Lopez (Jose Lopez) 
3:00 pm † Patricia Nelson (Greg & Julie Azzarelli) 
5:00 pm † Jenora Demers (Don Demers) 
Monday, December 18 
7:30 am Dulce Maria Salazar  

(Jeiel & Elizabeth Salazar) 
Tuesday, December 19 
7:30 am † Stephen Lavgevin  

(Sara & Shawn Crosswhite) 
6:00 pm Miguel & Irma Castillo (Silvia Esparza) 
Wednesday, December 20 
7:30 am † Ardelle Norgaard (Betty Azzarelli) 
12:00 pm † Suzanne McCabe (Teresa Pfeiffer) 
Thursday, December 21 
7:30 am Duffy & Veronica Carlson (Kathy Dechenne) 
Friday, December 22 
7:30 am † Barbara Azzarelli (Betty Azzarelli) 
12:00 pm † Ron Dionne (Margaret Joubert) 
Saturday, December 23 
8:00 am † Charles “Bud” Birr (Birr Family) 
4:30 pm † John F. Azzarelli (Betty Azzarelli) 
6:00 pm † Carmelo Ramírez Carrillo  

(Gumesindo Rubio Sánchez) 
Sunday, December 24 
7:00 am For All the Sick People of the Parish 
8:00 am † Frank & Anna Einfeldt (Family) 
9:30 am † Kenneth C. Emling  

(Claudia, Brian & Caroline Noe) 
  † Vearl Brouillet (His Children) 
 † Anna Mae & † Duane Boyd  

(Madeline Bouchard) 
11:30 am † Derek Ader (Carol Ader) 
1:00 pm Familia Esparza Castillo  

(Ricardo & Silvia Esparza) 
 † Nicolás Pérez (María Ángela Pérez) 
4:00 pm † Deceased Members of the Grant Family 

(Aunt Patsy) 
6:00 pm Maria Felix & Loreto Castillo (Familia) 
8:00 pm Muffy Stamper (Sue Serafini) 

*** The Intention of this list is to pray for the seriously ill. Please help us 
keep the list updated by calling us with any changes. Thank You! 
La intención de esta lista es rezar por quienes están seriamente enfermos. 
Ayúdenos a mantenerla actualizada llamándonos. ¡Gracias! 

PRAYER LINE INFORMATION: For your prayer requests, please 
call Ann Wheeler at 815-932-7938 or,  

email Barb Jepson at wbjepson69@gmail.com                                                                       
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OFFERING/OFRENDA  

December 9 & 10, 2023 
 

$9,831.00        
 

- 177 Envelopes/32 - On Line Donors ($1,351) - 
 
 

(This information is being provided to keep you updated)  
Monthly School Subsidy to BMCS: $6,279.00 

Monthly Diocesan Assessment: $3,451.00  
Monthly Contribution Envelope Cost/Sobres:$435   

Our goal each week is/Meta Semanal: $10,962.00 

    THANK YOU     GRACIAS 

Phone: 815-933-7683   Fax: 815-933-7692 
 

Pastor/Párroco: Very Rev. Matthew Pratscher  Ext. 402 frmatt@jp2kankakee.org 
Parochial Vicar/Vicario: Rev. Roy Jacob CMI  Ext. 403 frroy@jp2kankakee.org 
In Residence: Rev. John Horan    Ext. 412 frhoran@jp2kankakee.org 
 

DEACONS: David Marlowe, Greg Clodi & George Arocha 
 

Business Manager: Kathy Griffiths  Ext. 406 kgriffiths@jp2kankakee.org 
Parish Secretary: Lisa Valadez   Ext. 410 lvaladez@jp2kankakee.org 
Bulletin Editor***: Silvia Esparza   Ext. 409 sesparza@jp2kankakee.org 
Music Director: Christopher Wilcox   Ext. 408 cwilcox@jp2kankakee.org 
Formación Espiritual y Consejería Hispana:  
   Hna. Silvia Tejeda  Ext. 404 
Buildings & Grounds: David C. Panozzo 815-953-2104  
 

 

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE: 815-932-7911 
FFP Coordinator: Sr.  Maxencia Nanyanzi Ext. 420 srmax@jp2kankakee.org       
FFP Desk: Silvia Esparza & Sandra Díaz Ext. 419 
 

OUTREACH 
Outreach Coordinator: Teri O’Connor 815-693-9152 oconnor.teri@gmail.com 
Azzarelli Clinic Main    Ext. 414        
Azzarelli Outreach Clinic Alt.   Ext. 415 azzarelliclinic@yahoo.com 
Azzarelli Clinc Director: Brooke Futterer Ext. 416 
Food Pantry: Nancy Godin     Ext. 417 
Lisieux Pastoral Center: Kathy Wade Ext. 418       815-928-6093 & 815-939-2913 
Our Shepherd’s Clothing Closet: Teri O’Connor  815-693-9152 
Hearts of Hope Youth Group: Michelle & Ken Barrie  815-382-8130 

ST. JOHN PAUL II DIRECTORY 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

HORARIO DE OFICINA 
Lunes—Jueves 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Viernes 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Please call 815-933-7683 + Extension.  
Call the parish office and PRESS  the # button 
In case of a death or a near death emergency 
and you need a priest. 

Marque 815-93397683 + Extensión.  
Llame al número y presione la Tecla # en caso 
de una emergencia de muerte y necesita un 
sacerdote.  

Website:  
jp2kankakee.org                                

 
Facebook & 

YouTube:  
St. John Paul II 

Kankakee 

PARISH COUNCIL  
MEMBERS 

- Julie Busken - Chairperson 
- Cathy Langlois - Co-Chair           
- Deb Groth - Secretary                          
- Gabriel Mendez              
- Bob Kerness              
- Maria Pizano-Calderon  
- Uriel Garcia                   
- Pedro Gonzalez 
- David Montague                              

FINANCE COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 

Mark O’Connor- President              
Cheryl Walsh - Secretary 
- Alicia Saldivar   
- Amy Anderson 
- Mickey Kreissler              
- Tom Martin    
- Ryan Carter 

JPII MEDIA LINKS 

 FOLLOW US 

Please consider signing up for Online Giving… 
it’s easy and convenient:  

Go to https://jp2kankakee.weshareonline.org 
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Baptism: Classes are the 3rd Wednesday of the month in the 
church, please call to register; Baptisms are on the 3rd Saturday of 
the month or after Mass. 
Weddings: Marriage Preparation begins at least 6 months in 
advance; please schedule a meeting with Fr. Matt for details 
(before finalizing other wedding plans). 

R E A D I N G S  F O R  T H E  W E E K  

Bautismo: Llame a la oficina parroquial  y regístrese para las 
pláticas pre-bautismales; los bautismos son el 4o sábado del mes, 
después de misa o en otra fecha disponible. 
Bodas: La preparación comienza por lo menos 6 meses antes; 
Programe una cita con el Padre Matt para más detalles (antes de 
finalizar otros planes de su boda).  

 

Time, Talent & Treasure 

Sheryl Scanlon & Teri O’Connor 
 

Tiempo, Talento & Tesoro 

Israel & Rosario Lira 

THIS WEEK AT JPII 
December 18 - 24 

Monday, December 18 
12:00-5:00 pm Adoration of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament 
5:30 pm Rosary Making Committee 
6:00 pm Práctica del Coro de Niños 
7:00 pm Posada Navideña - Holy Family Hall 
Tuesday, December 19 
9:00 am Lisieux-Clothing Closet 
10:00 am Fatima Rosary Group 
11:00 am Living Word Bible Study 
5:00 pm Confessions 
6:00 - 7:30 pm Faith Formation Program -  

Advent Reconciliation 

7:00 pm  Posada Navideña - Holy Family Hall 
7:00 pm  Living Word Bible Study 
7:30 pm  Class - Sacrament of Initiation for Adults 
Wednesday, December 20 
6:00 - 7:30 pm Faith Formation Program -  

Advent Reconciliation 
Thursday,  December 21 
5:00 pm Confessions 
6:30 pm Adult Choir Practice 
7:00 pm Encuentros Juveniles 
7:00 pm  Posada Navideña - Holy Family Hall 
Friday, December 22 
9:00 am Food Pantry - East Campus 
10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry 
4:00 pm  Arts & Environment - Christmas Nativity 
7:00 pm  Posada Navideña - Holy Family Hall 
Saturday, December 23 
12:00 pm Young on Fire Rosary – Live Stream 
3:30 pm Confessions 
7:00 pm  Posada Navideña - Holy Family Hall 
Sunday, December 24 
7:00 am Mass (Latin) 
8:00 am Regular Mass (English) 
9:30 am Regular Mass (English) 
11:30 am Regular Mass (English) 
1:00 pm Misa Regular (Español) 
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass (English) 
6:00 pm Misa de Noche Buena (Español) 
8:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass (English) 
Monday, December 25 
12:00 am Midnight  Mass (Prelude—11:30 pm) 
8:00 am Christmas Mass (Latin) 
10:00 am Christmas Mass (English) 
12:00 pm Misa de Navidad (Español) 

 

Mon. December 18 
Monday of the Third Week of 
Advent 
R1 - Jer 23:5-8                   
G - Mt 1:18-25                                 
  

Tues. December 19 
R1 - Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a   
G - Lk 1:5-25   

  

Weds. December 20 
R1 - Is 7:10-14        
G - Lk 1:26-38                                

  
Thurs. December 21 
R1 - Sg 2:8-14        

G - Lk 1:39-45                              

  

Friday, December 22 
R1 - 1 Sm 1:24-28                   
G - Lk 1:46-56                              
  

Saturday, December 23 
R1 - Mal 3:1-4, 23-24                  
G - Lk 1:57-66                               
 

Sunday, December 24 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
R1 - 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16              
R2 - Rom 16:25-27              
G - Lk 1:26-38                 
 
 

Merry Christmas 
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Del 16 al 23 de Diciembre a las 7:00 pm  
en el Holy Family Hall (Sótano) 
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE / CALENDARIO LITÚRGICO 

MINISTRY 

Saturday, December 23 
Sábado, 23 de Diciembre 

Sunday, December 24 
Domingo, 24 de Diciembre 

4:30 pm 6:00 pm 
Español 8:00 am 9:30 am 11:30 am 1:00 pm 

Español 
LECTOR Danute 

Sheehan  
Norma Sánchez 
Rogelio Benítez Thomas Lamie  Virginia Marsick  Cynthia 

Somerville  
Ricardo Valtierra 
Rogelio Canchola  

USHERS 
JUICERS 

David 
Montague  

Sanjuana Valadez María 
Medina Angélica M. Serna 
Susana Pérez Kathy 
Teclamar  

David Lystila 
Brenda Lystila  

Deb Groth Rende 
Langlois Charlotte 
Nolte Janice 
Shenk  

Rosa Gonzalez 
Pedro Gonzalez  

José Hernández  
Rosalina Tonacatl  
Israel Lorenzo  
Maricela Lorenzo  

COMMUNION 
MINISTERS    Julie Yarno 

Teri O'Connor 
Fran Powers 
Sheryl Scanlon  

Rogelio Canchola 
Fidel Villagran 
Ema Elvir 

GREETER    Joyce Raspolich    

SACRISTAN Mary 
Causer  Antonio & Angélica Serna Kathy Bessette  Deb Groth & 

Sharon Jackson 
Pedro  
González 

Lupita Méndez  
Gabriel Méndez    

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

Need 
Volunteers 

Jade Carrera Diaz Abilene 
Franquiz Miguel Sanchez  

Need 
Volunteers 

Julian Cortez 
Pedro Vazquez  

Damian Ramirez 
Aaron Ramirez  

Mariana Cabrales Cynthia 
Canchola Emily Canchola  

WEEKDAY MINISTERS / MINISTROS DE LA SEMANA 
DATES LECTOR SACRISTAN 

Dec. 18 - 23 Cheryl Heldt  Flor Rojas 
Martes 19 Marcela Andrade  Antonio & Angelica Serna   
Linens/Lienzos: Weeks of December 17 & 24: Mickey 
Kreissler 

Azzarelli Outreach Clinic 
 

Could you spare 3 hours each month to 
help at the Azzarelli Clinic? If so, we 
would love to discuss volunteer 
opportunities with you. In order to 
continue our mission of serving the 
uninsured and underinsured, we need 
the following volunteers: 
 

· Translators 
· Front desk Receptionists 
· LPN (licensed) 
· RN (licensed) 
· Medical Assistants or EMTs 
· Physicians 
· Nurse Practitioners 
(certified) 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE  
HORARIO DE MISAS NAVIDEÑAS 

 

December 24 (Christmas Eve / Noche Buena)  
      4:00 pm    •      6:00 pm (Español)    • 8:00 pm 
 

December 25 (Christmas Day / Navidad)  
       12:00 am Midnight (Prelude beginning at 11:30 pm)      
 8:00 am Latin Low Mass with Cello 

10:00 am      • 12:00 pm (Español) 

In addition to the regular Mass Schedule 
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FAITH  FORMATION 

Rosary Making 
Fabricación de Rosarios 
Future dates/Fechas Futuras: 
Monday, December 18 
Lunes, 18 de Diciembre 

5:30 - 7:00 pm 
 

Saturday,  December 23 
Sábado, 23 de Diciembre 

8:30 - 10:00 am  

Every Monday/Cada Lunes 
12:00 - 5:00 pm   

First Friday / Primer Viernes 
8:00 am- 6:00 pm  

 

Nocturnal Adoration/Adoración Nocturna 
First Saturday / Primer Sábado  

8:00 pm-2:00 am  

THE LIVING WORD BIBLE STUDY 
 

LIVESTREAM: Gospel of Matthew 
Monday - Friday 10:00 am & Saturday 9:00 am 

Facebook: St. John Paul II 
       - The Living Word Bible Study Kankakee 
YouTube: The Living Word Bible Study Kankakee 

 
IN PERSON: Tuesday 11:00 am - 12:00 pm (1st Letter of John) 

  7:00 pm - 8:00 pm (The Book SIRACH) 

Devociones Mensuales en Español 
 

• 1er sábado: Adoración Nocturna a las 8:00 pm 
• 1er sábado: Rosario después de misa de 6:00 pm 
• 2do sábado del mes: Hora Santa de La Divina 

Misericordia después de misa de 6:00 pm 
• Devociones al Sagrado Corazón: Después de 

misa del primer viernes del mes de 7:00 pm. 

 

JPII Conference Room  
 

For Questions Call: 
Deb Groth at 815-263-1675 

 Sunday Vespers & Benediction - Every Sunday - 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm: Vespers (Evening 
Prayer) consisting of praying with psalms and scripture. It ends with Benediction with the Blessed 

 

Every Friday / Cada Viernes 
10:00 am 

Settles Center Coat Room 
En el salón del gimnasio 

Ministerio Manto de Oración 

Seeking a Deeper Spiritual Life? 
 

Prayerfully consider attending a Lay 
Carmelite Community meeting. 

 

Saturday, December 2, 2023 at 9:00 am 
JP2 Conference Room 

   All are Welcome!!   
    More Info?   Call/Text 815-592-1181 Theresa Doehring 

 

Please contact Cathy Langlois with any question at 
815-545-2184 / Email: cathyslanglois@gmail.com  

  
 

Questions: Call Laurie Mau   815-933-8859 

Words of Wisdom Book Club 
Friday, January 12 at 6:00 pm 

(In the Holy Family Hall) 
 

December’s Book Selection - 
Vision with God  

By: Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen  
Questions: Call Laurie Mau   815-933-8859 
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OUTREACH  MINISTRIES 

KANKAKEE 
CATHOLIC  

FOOD PANTRY 
341 N. St. Joseph Ave., Kankakee 

 

FRIDAYS 9:00-11:00am 
 

815-933-7683  Ext. 417 
Each week we feed anywhere from 100 to 150 families at 
the Kankakee Catholic Food Pantry of St. John Paul II 
Parish.  The cost  of food has been growing on everyday 
staples that we give to our families. It costs us 
approximately $1,000 a week to feed our community 
needing help. We are looking for donations of things like 
peanut butter, jelly, cereal, boxed stuffing, jell-o, 
pudding, pasta, granola bars, and pancake mix. 
DONATIONS CAN BE DROPPED OFF AT ST. JOHN 
PAUL II PARISH  
Monetary Donations: 

 Online giving at jp2kankakee.org  

 By Mail to:  
Kankakee Catholic Food Pantry 
956 S. 10th Ave., Kankakee, IL 60901 

Azzarelli Outreach Medical Clinic 
341 N. St. Joseph Ave. Kankakee, IL 60901 

 

Week of  Dec. 18 – 22 
 

For  details please call 815-928-6093 and 
listen to the entire message! 

Hours are posted on the front door. 
 

Para detalles llame al 815-928-6093  
y escuche todo el mensaje. 

Los horarios están en la Puerta. 

OUR SHEPHERD’S 
CLOTHING CLOSET 
Located at Lisieux Outreach Center 
371 N. St. Joseph Ave., Kankakee 

Open Fridays 
to choose clothing  
9:00 – 11:00 am 
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IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

Catholic Charities is providing the opportunity for you to 
help their clients at Christmas this year. The Gift of Christ-
mas is an annual program that fulfills wish lists for individ-
uals who are served by Catholic Charities.  
 
Read stories about clients and choose who you would like 
to help this Christmas. Or, if you prefer, you can direct 
your donation to an individual or family who hasn’t been 
chosen yet. 
 
Donating is simple: visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org and 
click on “donate.” Or, call 815-724-1140 to make your 
donation over the phone. To send a check, please note 
“Gift of Christmas” in the memo and send checks to:  

Catholic Charities 
16555 Weber Rd. 

Crest Hill, IL 60403 
 
If you have any questions, please call 815-724-1140 or 
email you, and God bless you! Merry Christmas! 

Sponsor a Needy Individual or 
Family for Christmas 
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ROY BROTHERS
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
Complete Automotive Repair from Oil

Change to Overhaul - Foreign & Domestic
855 S. Schuyler, Kankakee
815-933-5353 Office 933-8715 • Res. 932-9798 • lserene762@aol.com

Larry D. Serene & Associates
Larry Serene • Deanna Carlson Webb

Attorneys at Law
One Dearborn Square, Suite 429, Kankakee, IL 60901

KANKAKEE SPRING & ALIGNMENT
AUTO-TRUCK-TRAILER SPRINGS & SUSPENSION PARTS & SERVICE

88 W. ISSERT DRIVE  •  KANKAKEE, IL 60901
815-932-6718  FAX 815-932-3492
CHARELL C. TURNER, Manager

Catholic Cemeteries
Diocese of Joliet

All Saints Cemetery & Mausoleum
Mt. Calvary Cemetery

Maternity BVM Cemetery
• Interior & Exterior Mausoleum Crypts
• Ground Burial Space (Graves)
• Cremation Niches
• Memorial Customization

708-449-6100
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/cemeteries

RICHARD S. NICKLAS
D.D.S. - General Dentistry
497 S. Wall Street
Kankakee, IL 60901
(815) 932-6251

To advertise 
in this space call

815-932-6432

To advertise 
in this space call

815-932-6432

“Our Future Depends On Our Quality Today”
NETHERTON’S BODY SHOP

Specializing in Collision & Painting
WILLIAM NETHERTON

2081 W. Station St., Kankakee, IL 60901
815-933-4191

560 S. Washington
Kankakee, IL 60901
815-937-9281

Joe’S AutomotIve
Big & Small We Do them All!

HOLOHAN HEATING
& SHEET METAL, INC.

Air Conditioning Sales & Service
575 W. Seneca Ave., Kankakee

(815) 932-7711

352 Brown Blvd., Bourbonnais, IL 60914  •  fisherswale.com

815-932-2020

ADVANTAGE COPIER
815-933-5597

Sell & Service:
Copiers, Faxes & Printers

Tom Clocksin • Kevin Clocksin
Visit Our Copy Center

401 S. Dearborn Ave., Kankakee

SCANLON COLLISION
SPECIALISTS, INC.

Sandblasting - Frame Straightening
Semi-Tractor Repairs

Complete Auto Body Repair
815/426-2178

9392 W. Rte. 115  Herscher, IL 60941

Sandy Girard, Broker
685 Main St. NW, Bourbonnais, IL 60914

Fax: 815.933.9326  •  Home: 815.933.7943
realtorsandyg@comcast.net

sandygirard.com 815.592.0567

Please patronize our advertisers who patronize our church. 

To advertise your business in the bulletin, 
please call 815-932-6432 today!

Independent and Assisted Living
100 Harvest View Lane

Herscher, IL 60941
815-426-2000

courtyardestates.net/herscher

To advertise 
in this space call

815-932-6432

Todd Arseneau Insurance Agency Inc.
ToDD ArSeneAu, AgenT

1250 N. Convent St. Rte. 45 • Bourbonnais, IL 60914
Bus. 815.937.9600  Fax 815.937.5204
todd.arseneau.18go@statefarm.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral

GRAND OPENING - GROCERIES EL GALLO
596 S. Harrison • Kankakee • elgallok3@gmail.com • 815-304-5375
BAjo neuevA ADminiSTrAcion - unDer new mAnAgemenT

OfrecemOs serviciOs De
• Todo tipo de abarratoes / all kinds of groceries   • Carniceria  • Elotes
• Fin de semana ofrecemos: Carnitas  • Tamales •  Chicharron •  Menudo

 

 

 
FROM OUR DIOCESE 

VOCATION PRAYER 
God our Father, You made each of us to use 
our gifts in the Body of Christ. We ask that 
You inspire young people whom You call to 
priesthood and consecrated life to 
courageously follow Your will. Send workers 
into Your great harvest so that the Gospel is 
preached, the poor are served with love, the 
suffering are comforted, and Your people are 
strengthened by the sacraments. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen  

Prayer for Vocations by Pope Francis 

VOCATION PRAYER CALENDAR  
December 18-24  

Remember these men and women in your daily prayers –priests, 
Deacons, Seminarians and Women & Men Religious in the Diocese 
of Joliet: 
18 Dcns. Joseph Urso, Glenn Vanek, Joseph Verdico, Herbert 
Waldron, Robert Wallace 
19 Dcns. Randy Waring, Douglas Wells, Charles Woods 
20 Sr. Janet Tucci OSF 
21 Sr. Helen Vahling OSF, Sr. Rita Vahling OSF 
22 Seminarian Jonathan Hernandez and Seminarian Colin McGarel 
23 Dcns. Gary Wooley, Duane Wozek 
24 Dcns. Ronald Yurcus, Robert Ziomek 
Vocations are born in prayer and from prayer; and only through 
prayer can they persevere and bear fruit. 

Pope Francis 



- 12 -

Funeral Homes Inc.Clancy-GernonClancy-Gernon Funeral Homes Inc.

KANKAKEE • BOURBONNAIS • MANTENO • ST. ANNE

www.clancygernon.com 
815-932-1214

ALEXANDER
EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Counselor/Therapist
779-361-0713 - Jmclin047@gmail.com

KEYSTONE COUNSELING
1180 N. Convent St. •  Bourbonnais, IL

RESIDENTIAL ROOFING
SPECIALIST

www.haynesconstructiononline.com

LICENSED • INSURED
BONDED

• Tear Offs • Reroofs
Free Estimates

Westwood
100 Westwood Oaks Ct

Kankakee, IL 60901
(815) 935-3273

Bourbonnais Grove
85 E. Burns Road

Bourbonnais, IL 60914
(815) 935-3332

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care 

For more information visit riversideseniorlife.org

remarkableLIFE IS A JOURNEY

HemzA
enTerprizeS

KITChEN & BATh MAKE OvERS
reasonably Done

815-935-8897
cell 815-383-3243

Offered By hemza Enterprises

HOME
REPAIR
& ServiceS

3rd Generation of Master Carpentry & Remodeling
815-935-8897 •  cell 815-383-3243

GA FINANCIAL ADVISORS, INC.
George Arocha, CFP®, ChFC, CLU

Financial Planning • Retirement Planning • Estate Planning

815-936-7200  •  Bourbonnais, IL
Securities and advisory services offered through Madison Avenue Securities, LLC (MAS); 
member FINRA & SIPC. MAS and GA Financial Advisors, Inc. are not affiliated companies.

now open 
SunDAyS
7am - 2pm

Mon, Wed, Thur
6am-3pm

Tues - Closed
Fri, Sat

6am-8pm

A Family 
Place

Breakfast 
All Day

Bring this add in on Sundays and 
buy one soft drink and get another one free
2005 W. Court St. • Kankakee, IL 

815-523-7696

JEFF CHIERO
Parishioner

New Hours
7am-6pm Mon-Fri

8am-3pm Sat

Offer Includes:  Motorcraft Oil & Filter Change  •  Free Tire Rotation

Oil & Filter Change 
& Free Tire Rotation $54.95

558 Latham Dr., Bourbonnais, iL 815-802-2100
Up to 5 quarts of Motorcraft oil. Offer valid on most vehicles. Taxes and disposal fee extra. See Service Advisor for details. Offer valid with coupon.

Court Street Ford

No Appointment

Necessary

KEEP IT LOCAL!
Why shop out of town? Patronizing local 

businesses benefits the entire community.

1355 W. Jeffery • Kankakee, IL

www.adcraftprinters.com

JOIN TODAY
All people living in or working in

Kankakee, Will & Iroquois Counties
can now join our credit union!

2 Rivers Area Credit Union
296 W. Jeffery St. • Kankakee, IL 60901
815-935-2270 • www.2riversacu.com

Se Habla español

Rivers Area
Credit Union

Rivers Area
Credit Union
Keeping Y our F inancial Future Af loat

Keeping Y our F inancial Future Af loat

When you buy from a mom or pop 
business, you are not helping a CEO 

buy a third vacation home 
You are helping a little girl get dance lessons, a little boy 
get his team jersey, a mom or dad put food on the table, 

a family pay a mortgage, or a student pay for college. 

OUR CUSTOMERS ARE OUR SHAREHOLDERS, 
AND THEY ARE THE ONE THAT WE STRIVE 

TO MAKE HAPPY.

Thank you for supporting the little man!

YOUR FRIENDS FROM ADCRAFT PRINTERS

AUTO  |  HOME  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  RETIREMENT

 

 

    

  We offer the protection you need.      Le brindamos la protección que necesita. 
With the support of a team of experts, I can help you  Con el respaldo de un equipo de expertos, puedo  
 access a wide variety of products and services you need. ayudarle a acceder a una amplia variedad de 

                                                                                                                     productos y a los servicios que necesita. 

 

 

 

    

  We offer the protection you need.      Le brindamos la protección que necesita. 
With the support of a team of experts, I can help you  Con el respaldo de un equipo de expertos, puedo  
 access a wide variety of products and services you need. ayudarle a acceder a una amplia variedad de 

                                                                                                                     productos y a los servicios que necesita. 

 

Randy Van Fossan, FSS, LUTCF
Financial Agent
1307 N. Convent St., Ste. 1
Bourbonnais, IL 60914-1089
randy.vanfossan@countryfinancial.com
(815) 932-3000

Ana Rodriguez
M-F 9am - 1pm 

Se habla español
ana.mallawaarachchi@countryfinancial.com

(815) 932-3000

(815) 932-5259

Ask...
... how you can 

become a Knight!KnighTS of
COlumBuS

COuNCIl 745 Call 815-932-2031
 for more information

ALEXANDER
EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Jane McLin, MA, LCPC, NCC

 

 

CRISTMAS BREAK 
NO CLASS ON DECEMBER 26 & 27, 2023 AND JANUARY 

2 & 3, 2024

FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM/


