08/27/2018

Review of Proposed
Changes to Bear Plan

Bear Forum Input Meeting 08/28/18

Overview of Meeting

Review comments from public
Science-based management
Review potential changes to DNR bear plan

Input from you
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Who responded to our
questionnaire?

® 67% rural
® 26% suburban

QY Where do you currently live for most of the year?
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Q12 What is your age?
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Who responded to our
questionnaire?

* 85% male
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Who responded to our
questionnaire?

I own livestock

I own an apiary

I spend time hiking or running outside
I spend time camping

I spend time viewing or photographing
wildlife

I have a birdfeeder on my property

I am a member of a conservation
organization

I hunt
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How do people feel about bears?
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Who responded to our
questionnaire?

* I own livestock

¢ 1 ownan apiary

* I spend time hiking or running outside

¢ I spend time camping

* 1 spend time viewing or photographing
wildlife

* T have a birdfeeder on my property

¢ ] am a member of a conservation
organization

¢ Thunt
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How do people feel about bears?
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Importance of Overall Goals

NOTATALL  SUBHTLY MODERATELY  VERY EXTREMELY  TOTAL
IMPCRTANT  IJPORTANT  IMPORTANT IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT
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Importance of Strategic Goals

MOTATALL  BLIGHTLY MODERATELY  VERY EXTREMELY TOTAL
IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT
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Importance of Strategic Goals

NOTATALL  BLIGHTLY MODERATELY  VERY EXTREMELY TOTAL
IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT
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d Social Camying
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Questions regarding Strategic Obj. 6.1

STRONGLY  BLIGHTLY  NEITHER SLIGHTLY STRONGLY TOTAL
DISAGREE  DISAGREE AGREENOR AGREE AGREE
DISAGREE

* Staff weighted stronger towards the right

Importance of 6.2 Objectives

HOT AT ALL  SLIGHTLY IMPORTANT MODERATELY  VERY EXTREMELY TOTAL
PORTANT HAPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT
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Questions regarding Strategic Obj. 6.2

STRONGLY SLIGHTLY NEITHER AGREE  SLIGHTLY  STRONGLY TOTAL

DISAGREE DISAGREE KOR HSAGREE AGREE AGREE
#.
1438
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248 1139
P
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35 1140
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Importance of 6.3 Objectives

HOTATALL SLIGHTLY IMPORTANT MODERATELY - VERY EXTREMELY TOTEL

IMPORTANT IMPORTANT MPORTANT  IMPORTANT
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Importance of 6.7 Objectives

ROT AT ALL  SLIGHTLY IMPORTANT MODERATELY  VERY EXTREMELY  TQTaL

MPORTANT IPORTANT PAFQRTANT IMFORTANT

18.37%

182

Themes of Public Comments

* Drawings — “the point system used by the DNR does not work it needs to be
fixed”

* Regulations — “would like to see more licenses™; “Red Oak BMU needs to be
broken up”

* Range — “Keep bear in UP and extreme North areas only”; “Would love for
bears to expand range southward”
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Themes of Public Comments

* Baiting — “Baiting is the most effective way to hunt bear.”’; “Bear baiting
should be eliminated”

* Hunting with dogs — “I wish there was more separation between bait hunting
53, <« 2,

seasons and dog hunting seasons”; “Stop bear hunting with dogs.”’; “Dogs
should not be allowed to run on private property.

* Data — “Collecting local information should be a priority”; “Better estimates
of bear population is needed.”

Themes of Public Comments

* Education — “Education is the key”

* Nuisance — “A law that makes the intentional feeding of bears illegal would
help to protect the public from nuisance habituated bears.”; “The DNR
needs to educate the public on black bears.”

* Science-based management — lots of confusion

* Specific suggested changes to plan —a few

11
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6.2 Manage Social Aspects of Bear Recreation to Reduce User-Conflicts and Maintain
Recreational Opportunities.

Objectives:
6.2.1 Use and evaluate Sseason structure and timing changes and-evaluationto Felﬁeéreducete
recreational conflicts. /e

6.2.2 Work cooperatively with partners to Rreduce trespass conflicts between- bem-houn-d hunters
and private landowners.

6.2.3 Reduce conflicts relating to bear baiting regulations.

6.2.4 Encourage the retentior}\of hunting opportunities.

/?_/\/f /‘/x »/ /L’)lbfu

NOC

6.3 Increase Public Awareness and Understanding of Bears and Bear-Related IS G

Objectives: E S
6.3.1 Coordinate with partners to develop and implement a bear-based information and
education program.

6.3.2 Support training opportunities for staff and partners involved in the bear-based information
and education program.

6.3.3 Evaluate the effectiveness of the bear-based information and education program.

14
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No

6.4 Maintain Active Bear Research and Monitoring ProgramsHAN
Objectives: G.E S
6.4.1 Monitor the abundance of bears in Michigan.

6.4.2 Monitor the health of bears in Michigan.
6.4.3 Investigate biological and social factors relevant to bear management.
6.4.4 Coordinate with partners to support a bear research program

c/ RAT Av BVENEZXD T TALK 7o /’f’ff,,u/l’, l/
TRAIL Chpm>s

No C
6.5 Maintain Habitat Necessary to Sustain Desired Bear Populﬁv’i?\f G
ecti Eg

Objectives:
6.5.1 Promote maintenance of large ownership blocks and large contiguous
forest areas.

6.5.2 Maintain habitat linkages to allow bear dispersal.

6.5.3 Provide direction for local, regional, and statewide habitat planning efforts
within the DNR and with other agencies and private landowners on bear habitat
requirements.

6y
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6.6 Achieve Compatibility between Bear Distribution and Abundance
and Social Carrying Capacity.

Objectives.

6.6.1 Promote consistent public understanding and-appreetation-of the
benefits and costs associated with particular bear abundance levels
[consider moving under 6.1]

6.6.2 Manage bear-related interactions to increase public tolerance for bears
[consider moving to 6.7 or somewhere else?].

pa(1]Should this be moved under 6.1?
DA(2]Should this be moved to 6.7? or somewhere else? Education?

6.7 Manage Negative Bear-Human Interactions.
Objectives:

6.7.1 Promote accurate public perceptions of the human-safety risks posed
by bears and minimize actual human-safety threats.
6.7.2 Provide timely and professional responses to reports of bear damage.

6.7.3 Minimize the occurrence [change to frequency?] of negative human-
bear interactions.

* could we add a positive objective here?

16
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Asking for your input

* Break out groups

Next Steps

* Summarize public comments

* Meet with Tribes to discuss potential changes
* Review Bear Forum and Ttibal suggestions

* Update plan

® Public review

* Update

* Finalize update
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