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Evening Topics
▪ This C&C presentation is intended to 

allow for sufficient question-answer 
discussion time.





Splake Clipping Project

• Lake Superior

• Stock 65,000

• All splake receive clip

• Unique clip for each location

• Evaluate 

• Return to creel

• Movement

• Validation of ages

• Clipping through 2025

• Evaluation through 2030



Chocolay River-Steelhead Stocking

• MDNR fisheries surveys report a 
decline in juvenile steelhead

• Angler reports have been 
negative

• Last stocked in 1986 (fall 
fingerlings in 2001)

• Prescription for 12,000 yearling 
steelhead, annually starting 2023



Lake Gogebic Walleye 
Population Estimates

• Adult walleye density in Gogebic ranges from 
3-8 per acre.

Year Number

1976 56084

1977 38540

1984 63000

1985 66844

1994 62497

1998 28840

2005 103916

2017 45453

2022 40802



Lake Gogebic Walleye Fishery
The current discussion for Gogebic is whether we should proactively 
restrict walleye harvest to build resiliency against climate change or 
invasive species. There are a few data points showing that centrarchid 
species might be increasing, ice-out appears to be more variable, and 
water clarity is increasing. One regulation being consider is WDNR’s 
Treaty regulation (15-20 harvest slot with 1 over 24).



Acoustic telemetry work, Portage/Torch and Lake Superior.



Management of
Stamp sands along 
the Lake Superior 
shoreline from the 
Village of Gay to the 
Big Traverse River.



• Proposal for 2024 
to combine the 
splake and lake 
trout possession 
limits for all of the 
Great Lakes.

• This will simplify 
the understanding 
of the regulations 
for these two trout 
gamefish.



Splake and lake trout daily possession

limits are confusing to some anglers.

Size limits have been aligned for splake

and lake trout due to law enforcement

issues, so it makes sense to align daily

possession limits as well.

A regulation change is underway to

combine the daily possession limit for

lake trout and splake across Lake

Superior to match the current daily

possession limit for lake trout.

This regulation change will allow more

opportunity to harvest splake in the Lake

Superior waters east of the Keweenaw

where anglers can currently only harvest

3 splake and would potentially be able to

harvest 5 splake.

Combined Lake Trout and Splake
Daily Possession Limits



Ontonagon River 
Regulation Proposal For

Catch and Immediate Release
Lake Sturgeon

• The regulation would be for the 

Ontonagon River, from the mouth 

at Lake Superior, upstream to the 

Victoria Dam Road.

• This proposal will allow for 

targeted catch-and-immediate-

release fishing for Lake Sturgeon 

in the Ontonagon River from July 

16 to March 15 (identical to other 

Michigan waters that have a catch 

and release season for Lake 

Sturgeon). 

• No bait or tackle restrictions are 

proposed.



The new license season begins April 1, and the 2023 
fishing licenses are valid through March 31, 2024. Licenses 
can be purchased at Michigan.gov/DNRLicenses. By 
purchasing a fishing license online, anglers will have the 
opportunity to sign up for auto-renewal through the DNR 
eLicense system.

https://www.mdnr-elicense.com/


Michigan DNR Hunt Fish App 

• Official app of the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources

• Features:

• Buy licenses, applications and 
permits

• Report a harvest

• Access hunting and fishing 
rules and regulations



QUESTIONS?
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