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This last statement is an important component to communicate to those in the

Slavic culture, whether Eastern Orthodox or Baptistic, From their perspective, the

purpose of obedience js to secure salvation; it is a journey towards perfection to find

favor with God.

But there is a|substantiall difference between Eastern Orthodox and |Arminian |

Slavic Baptist thinking on this issue. The Eastern Orthodox Church asserts that theosis is
an eternal journey—it is a process that begins in this life but does not end until sometime
in eternity. No one seems to know the endpoint of the journey for any one individual.

Slavic Baptists, however, understand that theosis is completed upon death. For Slavic

Baptists, being on the journey with a proper confession and proper effort before God in

this life finds favor with God and reaps the eternal reward in the next|

Thus, both those within, Eastern Orthodoxy and many Slavic Baptists agree on the

necessity to find favor with God through one’s personal effort in this life, but they
disagree on the terminus of the effort. For the Eastern Orthodox_Church, the terminus is
nebulous—sometime in the eternal future—evidenced by acquiring enough grace through

participation in the sacraments and venerating the icons.®® For Slavic Baptists, the

terminus for finding favor is definite—in this life! Their gospel, then, can be appealing to

the Eastern Orthodox mind because the attainment of theosis is guaranteed in a shorter
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time period. The effort required to secure this salvation is reduced from an indefinite,

even eternal striving, to a definite, temporal one limited to this life.
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every Eastern Orthodox or Arminian leaning Slavic Baptist, and should be developed in

any preaching of the gospel among the Slavs.
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called us by His own glory and excellence.” God’s glory is on display at the cross—the

cross is His work, His effort, His labor—only a monergistic effort!

\Synergism in salvation robs God of His glory. This can be illustrated by the

sentiment offered by John Meyendorff, an Eastern Orthodox scholar, who defends

synergism by saying, “Since the age of the Fathers the Orthodox church has always

upheld the doctrine of synergial, that is, the collaboration between divine grace and the

free will of man on his way toward God. We are all saints by grace, but we must become

saints by our acts and our whole being.”'?? This is an anathematized gospel, It is this
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