occasions in his ministry. We may not have a miraculous gift for healing, but we do
have within our grasp the capacity to kiss; hold a hand; spend some time; speak a
word of kindness. The sheer amount of suffering in the world can overwhelm us and
lead to inaction. But a Christian has a clear calling to the signs of suffering in others.
With a cross as our inheritance, we know even wounds can be glorified.

What are your wounds? How might they become “glorified wounds”?

Contemplate in prayer the marks of crucifixion in your neighbourhood, parish, school,
or city. Consider assisting a group which addresses these concerns in any way your
resources allow. (gpbs.com.au)

LET’S PRAY

God of everlasting mercy,

who in the very recurrence of the Paschal feast

kindle the faith of the people you have made your own,
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed,

that all may grasp and rightly understand

in what font they have been washed,

by whose Spirit they have been reborn,

by whose Blood they have been redeemed.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen

ECUMENICAL PRAYER (from National Council of Churches)

Gracious God,

We give thanks anew for your providence and presence.

We prayerfully seek your grace, amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.
We pray for those in need of healing.

We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or grieving.
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain

all those who are serving in response.

We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment

amidst the many choices and decisions

facing our national, community and medical leaders.

We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do

to help those who are vulnerable.

This prayer for our nation in the family of nations,

with all that is on our hearts,

we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(We have been invited to pray this prayer at 7pm each day.)
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jack J. McGlynn, Robert Larkin, Joan Lowe, Margaret
Hogan, Thomas (Kerry) McDonnell, Mary Mclnnes, Dr. Phil Zammit, John Loth
CFC, Brian Connolly, Mary Desira, Frank Corbett, John Hosie, Beryl Pearson,
Gerard Davis, Gerard Gaynor, Sr. Ann McRae pbvm, Thea Bowen, Fr. Frank Bell,
John Maloney, Laurent Stout, Michael W. Flett.
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SICK: Theresa Gallucci, llona Gortva, Laurence Roche, Dorothy Castle, William
Trist, Miriam McCoy, Joanne Huckel, Terry Phegan, Mary Condell, Genevieve
Keogh, Dorothy Waterford, Shivaun Clifton, Barry Parnell, Hayden O’Callaghan,
June Kimber, Bob Barclay, Denise Goonan, Adam Horsley, Finley Owens, Tony
Madigan.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR A

To prepare for next Sunday’s Mass go to St Louis Jesuits — The Centre for Liturgy website: http.//
liturgy.slu.edu and/or Jerusalem Bible Translation of Readings: http://www.universalis.com/

FIRST READING: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 2.42-47

The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the
brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to the prayers. The many miracles and
signs worked through the apostles made a deep impression on everyone. The
faithful all lived together and owned everything in common; they sold their goods
and possessions and shared out the proceeds among themselves according to what
each one needed. They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in their
houses for the breaking of bread; they shared their food gladly and generously;
they praised God and were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added
to their community those destined to be saved.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 117.2-4.13-15.22-24.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.

Let the sons of Israel say: "His love has no end.'
Let the sons of Aaron say: 'His love has no end.'
Let those who fear the Lord say: 'His love has no end.'

I was thrust, thrust down and falling but the Lord was my helper.
The Lord is my strength and my song; he was my saviour.
There are shouts of joy and victory in the tents of the just.

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad.

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.

SECOND READING: A reading from the first letter of Peter 1.3-9

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has
given us a new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we
have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be spoilt or
soiled and never fade away, because it is being kept for you in the heavens.
Through your faith, God's power will guard you until the salvation which has been
prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a cause of great joy for you, even
though you may for a short time have to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so
that when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have been tested and proved like
gold — only it is more precious than gold, which is corruptible even though it
bears testing by fire — and then you will have praise and glory and honour. You
did not see him, yet you love him; and still without seeing him, you are already

filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be described, because you believe; and
you are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that is, the salvation of

your souls.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: John 20:29

Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; hap-
Dy those who have not seen me, but still believe! Alleluia!

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in
the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood
among them. He said to them "Peace be with you,' and showed them his hands and
his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said
to them again, 'Peace be with you. "As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.'
After saying this he breathed on them and said: Receive the Holy Spirit. For those
whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are
retained.! Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, 'We have seen the Lord', he an-
swered, 'Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my fin-
ger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to
believe." Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was
with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them.
'Peace be with you' he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, 'Put your finger here; look,
here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but
believe.' Thomas replied, My Lord and my God!' Jesus said to him: "You believe
because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.'
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are
not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his
name.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL CONNECTIONS

The Imperishable Inheritance

Thomas’ challenge to his friends was graphic and harsh. If Jesus had indeed returned,
he wanted to see the marks of crucifixion. And Thomas got his wish, though he cer-
tainly hadn’t counted on it.

Many bear the marks of crucifixion as they make their way through the world. The
abused child, the jaded adult, the dying elder all show signs of the suffering they en-
dure. We can, like Thomas, reach out and finger these wounds in others if we doubt
their existence. But more useful is the healing touch Jesus demonstrated on so many
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