Friendship is a kind of sacrament all its own. We share histories with our friends.
We tell the story of our lives and find common ground. And when we come together, we share food. The warmth and comfort of a meal reflects the nature of our relationship with one another. We celebrate the union of our hearts around the table.
In the unique gathering of our Eucharist, we also acknowledge the great story of
God and our relationship with the Holy One through Jesus Christ. Our eyes are
opened in this meal to recognise the common ground we hold with divinity: the
reign of God itself. Our friendship with God through Christ is true yesterday, today, and forever. This is what our faith means. Everything we need to know about
God is in this meal.
Think of a meal you recently shared with friends or family.
What does it teach you about the meaning of Eucharist?
Prepare a special meal for someone you care about. Entertain the Holy One in the
breaking of the bread.
LET US PRAY
May your people exult for ever, O God,
in renewed youthfulness of spirit,
so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption,
we may look forward in confident hope
to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
CONCLUDING PRAYER
Almighty and all-merciful God,
lover of the human race, healer of all our wounds,
in whom there is no shadow of death,
save us in this time of crisis;
grant wisdom and courage to our leaders;
watch over all medical people as they tend the sick and work for a cure;
stir in us a sense of solidarity beyond all isolation;
if our doors are closed, let our hearts be open.
By the power of your love destroy the virus of fear,
that hope may never die and the light of Easter,
the triumph of life, may shine upon us and the whole world.
Through Jesus Christ, the Lord risen from the dead,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
Holy Mary, health of the sick, pray for us.
St Joseph, guardian of us all, pray for us.
(Most Rev. Mark Coleridge, Archbishop of Brisbane)
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:
RECENTLY DECEASED: Jack J. McGlynn, Robert Larkin, Joan Lowe, Margaret
Hogan, Thomas (Kerry) McDonnell, Mary McInnes, Dr. Phil Zammit, John Loth
CFC, Brian Connolly, Mary Desira, Frank Corbett, John Hosie, Beryl Pearson,
Gerard Davis, Gerard Gaynor, Sr. Ann McRae pbvm, Thea Bowen, Fr. Frank Bell,
John Maloney, Laurent Stout, Michael W. Flett.
ANNIVERSARIES/ REMEMBRANCES:
SICK: Theresa Gallucci, Ilona Gortva, Laurence Roche, Dorothy Castle, William
Trist, Miriam McCoy, Joanne Huckel, Terry Phegan, Mary Condell, Genevieve
Keogh, Dorothy Waterford, Shivaun Clifton, Barry Parnell, Hayden O’Callaghan,
June Kimber, Bob Barclay, Denise Goonan, Adam Horsley, Finley Owens, Tony
Madigan.

Third Sunday of Easter, Year A
FIRST READING: A reading from the Acts of the apostles 2:14.22-33
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd in a
loud voice: 'Men of Israel, listen to what I am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was a
man commended to you by God by the miracles and portents and signs that God
worked through him when he was among you, as you all know. This man, who was
put into your power by the deliberate intention and fore knowledge of God, you took
and had crucified by men outside the Law. You killed him, but God raised him to life,
freeing him from the pangs of Hades; for it was impossible for him to be held in its
power since, as David says of him: 'I saw the Lord before me always, for with him at
my right hand nothing can shake me. So my heart was glad and my tongue cried out
with joy; my body, too, will rest in the hope that you will not abandon my soul to
Hades nor allow your holy one to experience corruption. You have made known the
way of life to me, you will fill me with gladness through your presence.'
'Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself is dead and buried: his
tomb is still with us. But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him an
oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne, what he foresaw
and spoke about was the resurrection of the Christ: he is the one who was not abandoned to Hades, and whose body did not experience corruption. God raised this man
Jesus to life, and all of us are witnesses to that. Now raised to the heights by God's
right hand, he has received from the Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised, and
what you see and hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.'
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
Ps 15:1-2 .5.7-11
Lord, you will show us the path of life.
Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. I say to the Lord: 'You are my God.
O Lord it is you who are my portion and cup; it is you yourself who are my prize.'
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, who even at night directs my heart.
I keep the Lord ever in my sight: since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; even my body shall rest in safety.
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, nor let your beloved know decay.
You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness for ever.
Lord, you will show us the path of life.
SECOND READING: A reading from the first letter of St Peter 1:17-21
If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no favourites and judges everyone according to what he has done, you must be scrupulously careful as long as you
are living away from your home. Remember, the ransom that was paid to free you
from the useless way of life your ancestors handed down was not paid in anything corruptible, neither in silver nor gold, but in the precious blood of a lamb without spot or
stain, namely Christ; who, though known since before the world was made, has been
revealed only in our time, the end of the ages, for your sake. Through him you now
have faith in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory for that very reason - so that you would have faith and hope in God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Luke 24.32
Alleluia, alleluia! Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: make our hearts burn
with love when you speak. Alleluia!
GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village called Emmaus, seven
miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking together about all that had happened. Now
as they talked this over, Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; but something
prevented them from recognising him. He said to them, `What matters are you discussing as you walk along?' They stopped short, their faces downcast.
Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, 'You must be the only person staying
in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have been happening there these last
few days.' "What things?' he asked. 'All about Jesus of Nazareth' they answered `who
proved he was a great prophet by the things he said and did in the sight of God and of
the whole people; and how our chief priests and our leaders handed him over to be
sentenced to death, and had him crucified. Our own hope had been that he would be
the one to set Israel free. And this is not all: two whole days have gone by since it all
happened, and some women from our group have astounded us: they went to the tomb
in the early morning, and when they did not find the body, they came back to tell us
they had seen a vision of angels who declared he was alive. Some of our friends went
to the tomb and found everything exactly as the women had reported, but of him they
saw nothing.' Then he said to them, 'You foolish men! So slow to believe the full message of the prophets! Was it not ordained that the Christ should suffer and so enter into
his glory?' Then, starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, he explained
to them the passages throughout the scriptures that were about himself. When they
drew near to the village to which they were going, he made as if to go on; but they
pressed him to stay with them. 'It is nearly evening' they said 'and the day is almost
over.' So he went in to stay with them. Now while he was with them at table, he took
the bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes
were opened and they recognised him; but he had vanished from their sight. Then they
said to each other, 'Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road and
explained the scriptures to us?' They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem.
There they found the Eleven assembled together with their companions, who said to
them, 'Yes, it is true. The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.' Then they told
their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised him at the
breaking of bread.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL CONNECTIONS
Friendship in the Bread
Church people use a lot of religious language to describe what we believe in: salvation,
resurrection, communion. But in our rituals, we use very familiar signs to explain what
we mean by all this. Eucharist is one of these. Oh, for the pleasure or a meal with
friends!

