Email Addresses:
• Roger Niello – senator.niello@senate.ca.gov
• Gavin Newsom – newsom@gov.ca.gov
• Department of Rehabilitation – blindinfo@dor.ca.gov

Email Verbiage:
DATE: [Insert date]
TO: [Name of State Rep. or Sen.]

RE: URGENT: PROTECT HOPE FOR DISABLED CALIFORNIANS. STOP DOR FUNDING CUT THREATS TO CATEGORY 1 PROGRAMS FOR OIB AND YIB SERVICES
Dear [Name of Senator or Representative],
 
I am writing to express my deep concern about how the current state budget environment is affecting disability and rehabilitation services for blind and low-vision Californians. As your constituent, I urge you to preserve vital independence programs in our region, as major funding cuts by the California DOR are targeting OIB (Older Individuals Who Are Blind). That is nearly 100% of blind and low-vision people who receive DOR vocational services.
Organizations such as the LightHouse for the Blind and Visually Impaired, including its Earle Baum Campus in Santa Rosa and Enchanted Hills Camp in Napa, provide essential independent living support, counseling, mobility instruction, and youth programs. While the California Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) budget funds community-based service delivery, the DOR says it plans to close Priority Category 1 service delivery within the Order of Selection. This could lead to devastating cuts for blind and low-vision service recipients.
[Optional personal statement/story here]

The result could be that service providers may not be able to remain open and support their clients under such intense economic pressure. There is concern that services cannot be maintained as current cases close, with a corresponding inability to open new cases, resulting in indefinite waitlists. OIB has seen over a 60% decrease in funding since 2024-2026, with the Younger Individuals Who are Blind (YIB) experiencing deeper cuts, even exceeding 90% for some agencies. Such reductions could have long-term impacts on programs, staffing, and service delivery across the board and could entirely dismantle the excellent LightHouse programming in [County Name]. This would not just be heartbreaking to our community. It would be cruel.

These programs are not luxuries. They help an aging population navigating macular degeneration, glaucoma, and progressive vision loss remain independent, safe, and connected to their communities. Maintaining robust rehabilitation and independent living services prevents long-term public costs associated with avoidable falls, hospitalizations, and premature institutional care.
Please protect us against these threats to our independence, self-sufficiency, dignity, and the basic human rights of blind, low vision, and disabled Californians. This isn’t about politics. It’s about maintaining access to quality of life. I urge you to ensure that all Category 1 services in the budget are retained and that all essential infrastructure continues to enable visually impaired Californians to thrive.
 
Thank you for your consideration and public service.
 
Sincerely,

[Name, Address, phone number, email address]

