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REMARKS FROM THE EDITOR 

Th ings have picked up con sidera b l y ou t here in the we stern  B r ush  C ount ry, 
a r cheol ogica l l y  speaking.  The upper "Nueces S t rip" and it s surround i n gs 
have been ca t chin g  a terrib l e  lot of a t ten tion du ring the pa s t  yea r or so. 
Re semb l e s ant  bed s, wit h  a l l the hol es  and dirt pil es and swea ty, busy 
people! 

The Univer s it y of Texa s a t  San An tonio a r cheol ogica l fie l d school ha s 
occu r red here for the  pa s t  two summer s,  a nd more such f u t u re excu r sion s 
a re p l a n ned, I unde r s tand . These school s have been beneficia l not on l y  
to the  s t uden t s ,  bu t a l so to ou r bet ter  unde r s tanding this section's p re 
historic occupan t s. The 1975 School exp l ored a site which produced 
p r obab l y  t he grea te s t  t onnage and  va r iety of fa una l remain s yet a s semb l ed 
from a sou t hern  Texa s site, a nd ha s stir red much excit emen t .  

A team of Texa s Highwa y Depa r tmen t diggers,  l ed by Gl en Dora n, ha s been 
b u sy for severa l mon t h s  a t  a fin e  site on the Nueces Rive r  in Uva l de 
Coun ty, right on the edge of the Hil l Coun t ry .  Seve ra l l eve l s  of  occu 
pa tion have p r odu ced wha t seems to me to be pure Edwa r d s  s t u f f  in spot s, 
a n d  t hen pure  Sou t h  Texa s ma teria l s not fa r away, perhaps j u s t  a cros s the 
roa d . The report  of t his site wil l be wa t ched for wit h a n t icipa t ion, and  
I under s tand  tha t two more Uva l de County  sites  a re to be exp l ored by this 
grou p ,  if and when t hey ever comp l e te at the Nueces site . 

D r .  Pa r ker Nu n l ey spent a por t ion of the  summe r digging in to one of John 
S t ockl ey's l oca t ion s on the  Rio Grande, not fa r above Eagl e Pas s  in 
Ma verick Coun ty, wit h  decen t resu l t s .  

Mos t excit ing, thou gh, is the  grea t p r oject p resen t l y  going on a t  Guer re ro, 
a s l eepy Mexican pueb l o  down s t ream f rom Piedra s Negra s, C oahuil a .  I've 
high hopes that  this effort  wil I answe r some p uzzl in g q ue s t ion s of my own. 
Guer rero is t he remain s of a ra ther  an cien t Spanish at temp t a t  Ch ris t ia n 
izing a l ot o f  t h e  "St rip's" Coa huil t eca n Indian  group s .  It s a ge is a l mos t 
un rea l ,  in the his tory of this pa r ticu l a r section, boa s ting a bir thday some 
t h ree-qua r te r s  of a cen t u ry ol der tha n  ou r own bicen tennia l -ce l ebra ting 
nation . Th ree mis sion s were set  up t here :  Sa n Juan  Bautista,  San Fra n 
cisco de Sol ano ( l a ter  to become o u r  own "A l amo"), a n d  San Berna rdo. Now 
t he former two a re nothing more than  pil es of sca t t e red rubble, but the  
l a t te r  is  an  imp ressive ruin, a l t hough a l mos t in tentiona l l y so. 

San Berna rdo, you see, wa s neve r finished. A ma s sive architect u ra l  d r eam, 
it ca l l ed for t he sta ckin g of huge shaped b l ocks of "Grea t River" I ime
s t one in to wa l l s  and  a rched win dows and  domed roofs, figu ring t o  be one 
of t he mos t  magnificen t edifices ever conceived in this a rea . It is 
diff icu l t  to imagin e the l a bor and time inves ted in the comp l eted percentage 
of t he o l d ch urch,  but  it mu s t  have been a grea t bun ch. 

Ju st  behind the  mis sion is fou n d  an acre or two of ga rbage and  deb ris, 
a rou nd the now a rch eol ogica l l y-exposed I ime s t one founda tion s of wha t mu s t  
have been t h e  "workin g-Indian" q ua rt e r s .  F rom a s  deep a s  six in ches, mu ch 
of t he a bandoned t ra s h  of those peop l e ha s been recovered,  in c l u ding a 
grea t va riety of pot tery s t y l es,  majo l ica, bone f ragmen t s , f l  in t f l akes  
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and arrow points and tools, glass beads and brass crucifixes and I don't 
really know what-all. Spanish records may reveal someday Just how many 
people and how much time was involved in building such a mighty mound. 

A century later, the Coahuiltec people became extinct • . •  simply vanished 
from the face of the earth, disappeared without a whimper. How could 
the evaporation of a well-embedded South Texas culture, such as this, 
possibly happen? That they drifted at first Into the missions, more 
from "curiosity", is explained to us. That they drifted away, indeed 
� upon occasion, is only natural, for a free-living bunch of nomads 
who had not before experienced the clock-punching, field-plowing, money
counting style of the strange Spanish newcomers. 

They became so expert at fleeing that they grew to anticipate a healthy 
Rio Grande flood, crossing at the last possible moment to get a good 
headstart on the water-bound soldiers who pursued them. But Justice 
always prevailed when, a week or so later, the army could manage a cros
sing to track and hound-down the infidels from anlong their old haunts on 
the Nueces or Its feeder creeks, to round up the bulk of them and return 
them to the "good life". 

When small pox struck, devastat ingl y, the Span I sh coul d work no ml racul ous 
cures, and It seems the really reliable convert Indians took matters Into 
their own hands. Dragging their pitiful dying people out into the brush, 
they'd prop them up under a shade tree with a little food and water and 
leave them to the benevolence of their own ancient gods. In case nothing 
good came of it, however, they'd construct a little wall of thorny brush 
around the Infected individual to contain the Evil Spirit which molested 
him, and then.would scatter more thorny branches along their own trail 
back to the mission village, In case the evil ones broke out of the enclo
sure to follow. 

No doubt all the rigors of the strange new life, and the constant yearning 
for the old, confused and further defeated this easy-going people, while 
new diseases and raiding Tobosos and Apaches and Comanches eventually 
sealed their doom. The few remnants are said to have scattered Into 
Mexico's interior, and their descendants, If any, will probably never 
know they are the sons of a long, proud line. 

What puzzles�: why did they never resist their destruction, as many 
other Indian groups managed to do? What possible mess of Spanish pottage 
could have bought their birthright, could have Induced them to swap their 
hard-earned skills at thriving In this rather sparse envl ronment, for 
extinction? 

Perhaps the answer will be pieced-out from many places, but I would guess 
that a good hint may come from the trash piles and buried foundations In 
the shadoW of San Bernardo's walls, at Guerrero. This site must have 
seen "forced labor" In Its meanest form. 

So, like I said, things have pIcked .up considerably out here in the 
western brush of our Tierra. Lots of activity and dust. Naturally, I'm 
highly elated and gratified from the attentIon we're receiving. It has 
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been my considered opinion for a long spell that there was much more here 
to be investigated then had met previous eyes, and I have spent many years 
in saying so. Not that it wouldn't have happened eventually ... but now it 
� happen i ng! 

After 4-5 years of IInews letter i ngll and rav i ng about limy" Brush, and wi th 
things now moving at a fine tempo, I find that I'm exhausted for ideas 
and desperate to get back into the bushes. Besides, we now need a new 
� Tierra editor to create a new fuel for the fire of our STAA newsletter. 

It has honestly been a rare privilege, an honor and a del ight to have 
served our youthful organization in this manner for the past couple of 
years. We cannot thank our contributors and helpers enough, and the kind 
words of our readers have furnished rewards far beyond our expectations. 

And, by the way, I ran into Little Flower a few days ago, out on the 
Tortugas. Thought she'd never ask for her copy of the pottery report, 
or how it was received by the membership. I said, "Aw, it was O.K., I 
guessll, but didn't admit that it wouldn't have amounted to much, without 
her. She admired the pictures. We both say "Byell, and IIThanksll for 
everything. 

T. C. Hill, Jr. 

STAA SPEC I AL PUB LI CAn ON 

The Southern Texas Archaeological Association proudly announces its first 
Special Publ ication, liThe Payaya Indians of Southern Texasll, authored by 
Professor Thomas N. Campbell, of the U.T.-Austin Dept. of Anthropology. 

This monograph, 30 pages in length, describes in great detail the geographic 
territory, I ife style, and subsistence patterns of this important Coahuiltecan 
Indian group. The Payaya lived along the Medina River and the San Miguel 

Creek area south of San Antonio. 

The report is the result of many years of painstaking documentary and archi
val research by Prof. Campbell. It is the most significant publ ication on 
the Coahuiltecans in recent years, and is a IImust" for all persons interested 
in the archaeology and aboriginal populations of south-central and southern 
Texas. 

Copies of the report are available for $1.50 ( STAA members) and $2.50 (non
members) , and may be secured by sending payment to: Shirley Van Der Veer, 
STAA, 123 East Crestl ine, San Antonio, Texas 78201. 



4 

SOUTHERN TEXAS ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
Membership - Sept. 5, 1975 

ADAMS, Dr. & Mrs. R.E.W., 208 Village Circle 78232 (694-6442) 
ANDRETTA, Dr. Antonio A., 604 E. June Ave., Alpine 79830 (915-837-5378) 
ANDREWS, Mrs. Manerva, Box 164, La Pryor 78872 (512-365-4458) 
ANNESLEY, Mr. & Mrs. Robt. H., 15419 W. Ritter Circle, Houston 77071 
ANNON, Sara, P.O. Box 18268 78218 

BAIN, Joe A., 3678 Hidden Dr., Apt. 1902 78217 (653-0754) 
BAKER, James H., 21 Pine Dale #8, Houston 77006 
BALL, Fred, 5915 Angie 78240 (684-2524) 
BALUSEK, Charlotte E., 142 Francis Jean 78223 (533-1590) 
BARNES, Priscil la, Lytle Star Rt., Box 222, LaCoste 78039 (512-762-3459) 
BARRY, Marian Goode, P.O. Box 6356 78209 (828-7372) 
BASS, Col. Feris A., Jr., 311 Oak Glen Dr. 78209 (826-4102) 
BEADLES, Murray, 1822 Lowrance, Kerrville 78028 (512-257-7185) 
BEASLEY, Tom, Box 590, Beeville 78102 
BEINHORN, Mrs. Phyl lis, 6 Rock Ridge Lane 78209 (824-8340) 
BERMAN, Kay, 2907 Burnside 78209 (822-3974) 
BIRMINGHAM, Wm. W., 2108 Poplar, Victoria 77901 
BLY, E.R., Rt. 7, Box 238c 78221 (621-2079) 
BOLDT, Alvin C., Box 444, Al ice 78332 
BONSIGNORE, Celeste M., 523 Greenwich 78209 (826-1267) 
BOWEN, Richard M., 350 Troy, Corpus Christi 78412 (512-991-4477) 
BRADFIELD, Mrs. Tom (Laura ) , Box 207, Comfort 78013 
BRENNAN, W.P., 420 W. Uvalde 78839 (512-374-3257) 
BREWSTER, Miss 01 ive N., 1906 Schley Ave. 78210 (533-0383) 
BROADWAY, Mrs. J.H. ( Wynona) , 607 Hefner, EI Campo 77437 
BROWN, Dr. Dorothy M., Box 53, Catarina 78836 
BROWN, Frank D., 814 N. Coker Loop 78216 (494-2306) 
BROWN, Harry, 2401 Blanco Rd. 78212 (734-031 I) 
BRUCE, J.W., 1210 2nd Ave.N., Texas City 77590 (713-945-2423) 
BURNS, Fred A., Jr., 919 Tamworth 78213 (826-7606) 

CANTU, EI izabeth, 161 I I San Pedro 78216 
CANTU, Ms. Merle, Rt. I, Box 21 1K 78223 (635-8709) 
CARTER, June, 4819 Lyceum 78229 (690-9825) 
CHADDERDON, Mary Frances, 4002 Glenrock Dr. 78240 (696-7669) 
CHADWELL, Joe, 713 Churchill, Bryan 77801 
CHANDLER, Mr.&Mrs. C.K., I lSI Chamboard, Houston 77018 (713-681-0945) 
CHENAULT, Dr.&Mrs. C. Brandon, 110 Parkland Dr. 78212 (822-3267) 
CHENAULT, Mrs. Carey Fleda, 707 St. George, Gonzales 78629 
CLAYTON, Abner, 326 Whitecl iff 78227 (673-0907) 
CLAYTON, Nancy, 326 Whitecl iff 78227 (673-0907) 
COAKLEY, Lt.Col.&Mrs. Donald O. ( Betty) , 6205 Rue Sophie 78238 (684-0517) 
COAKLEY, Cathy, 6205 Rue Sophie 78238 (684-0517) 
COGGINS, M.O., Drawer 460, Crystal City 78839 
COLLIER, A.S., 258 Larchmont 78209 (826-8976) 
CONNERS, Mr.&Hrs. Steve (Ruth) , 6702 SprIng Rose 78249 (690-1679) 
COOPER, Bromley F., 732 Santa AnIta, KingsvIlle 78363 (512-592-9643) 
CORBIN, James E., Rt. 3, Box 55A, Nacogdoches 75961 
COULTER, Hr.&Mrs. Harion A. (Doris ) , 502 Evans Ave. 78209 (826-6454) 

DAMSGAARD, Mary, Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa 50112 
DAVIDSON, Raymond G., 122 Pennsylvania, New Braunfels 78130 (512-625-8442) 
DeKING, Dr. Leon R., Texas A&I Univ. at Laredo, Laredo 78040 (512-723-2848) 
DeLosSANTOS, Humberto, 419 W. Richard, Kingsville 78363 (512-592-8936) 
DILLARD, Mr.&Mrs. E.C., 1117 E. Colorado, Pearsall 78061 (512-334-2348) 
DILLARD, Dana, 7711 Broadway, Apt. #28c 78209 (828-7931) 
DONNELL, J.L., Fowlerton 78021 
DROSTE, Mr.&Mrs. Edward P. (Katherine ) , 124 Encino Ave. 78209 (822-0287) 
DUKE, Alan R., 1706 Oaks Dr., Pasadena 77502 
DYMOND, Jan, 1717 W. 35th #204, Austin 78703 (512-454-5023) 

EDGINGTON, Aileen, 8715 Southwestern Blvd. #154, Dallas 75206 
ESPY, Hr.&Mrs. David R., 1218 Vernon Dr., Corpus Christl 78407 (512-883-9197) 

FARMER, Mr.&Mrs. Lowell ( Jack) D. ( Edna) , 306 Royal Oaks 78209 (824-3413) 
FAWCETT, Wm. B., Jr. (Bill ) , 416 Dolorosa 78204 (492-1885) 
FERGUSON, M.L., 223 Tenth St. 78215 (225-7002) 
FETZER, Earl H., 231 Pike Rd 78209 (826-1148) 
FLETCHER, L.C. ( Fletch) , 8016 Winsford Dr. 78239 (656-0951) 
FLOWERS, Thomas M., 1636 Santa Anna 78201 (733-109]) 

• 

• 

\ 

\ 

I 



FORD, Mrs. Ernest (Laura) , 115 W. Edgewood PI. 78209 (826-6487) 
FORD, Mr.&Mrs. Thomas (Sandy) , 105 S. Weidner 78233 
FOX, Anne A., 106 Fawn Dr. 78231 (492-1632) 

5 

FRANKLIN, Mr.&Mrs. Claude, Jr. ( Peggy Lynn) , Box 147, Tilden 78072 (512-784-3241) 
FROST, Lynn, 106 Creekside, Boerne 78006 
FULLEN, Lou, 717 Dartmouth Ln., Deer Park 77536 
FUNK, Donna R., 4 No. Park, Randolph AFB 78148 (658-2491) 

GARDNER, Madelene, 322 Pinewood 78216 (826-3972) 
GATES, Dr.&Mrs. George ( Jill ) , 5819 Kennyhill, Anchorage, Alaska 99504 
GELSEY, Dr .&Mrs. Jon E. (Beth ) , 5822 Bogart Dr. 78240 (684-3476) 
GILES, John P., 125 Stonecrest 78209 (826-0037) 
GINGRICH, Alan R., 506 W. Main, Kerrvil Ie 78028 (512-257-3346) 
GLEASON, Mary V. 630 Maiden Lane #0, Austin 78705 ( SA 432-5452) 
GREEN, L.M., Box 84, Richland Springs 76871 
GREINER, Donn, 5534 Fredericksburg #37 78229 (342-0314) 
GRIFFIN, F. Eugene, 5723 Stonybrook Dr. 78242 (673-0703) 
GRIFFIN, Mrs. Margaret, 2515 Old Hickory 78230 (341-4080) 
GULLEDGE, Sue, 8519 Braewick 78239 (653-2764) 
GWIN, Mrs. Rebekah, Box 404, Bay City 77414 (713-245-3900) 

HAASS, Perry D., Rt. I, Box 137, Devine 78016 
HABBEN, Jan, 4802 Ray Bon Dr., Apt. H-9 78218 (653-8760) 
HABY, Claude, Jr .. Box 413, Leakey 78873 
HALL, Charles N., 7515 Bridgewater 78209 (824-4176) 
HALL, Grant D .. Balconl'� Re�. Center, Rt. 4, Box 189, Austin 78757 (512-836-<)4l10) 
HAMILTON, Mr.&MI· .... Ec.J (Elil.. ) , 1002 Baylor, Austin 78703 (512-478-7594) 
HAMILTON, WaYlle, Chap;)rrul Vi II;)gc 1112, Uvalc.Jc 78801 
HARP, Mr'>. Reed ( Bcbc ) , 8014 Hausman Rd. 78228 (696-2816) 
HARRELL, Mr�. Joe (Nancy ) , 5726 Ben Casey 78240 (682-6817) 
HARRIS, Charles L., Box 7836, Waco 76710 (817-772-6935) 
HARRIS, Lt.Col./Mrs. Ned ( Betty ) , 2158 W. Kings Highway 78201 (733-0498) 
HARRISON, John Lesley, 6119 Townwood 78238 (684-6737) 
HARWOOD, Anna, Box 5416, Lawton, Oklahoma 73501 (405-357-0699) 
HENDERSON, Mr.&Mrs. J.A. ( JoAnne) , 310 Howerton 78223 (534-1770) 
HESTER, Dr. Thomas R., 105 Country Club Ln. 78216 (492-2028) 
HIGHLEY, Mr.&Mrs. Jeffrey Scott ( Cheryl Lynn) , 6742 Spring Hoi low 78249 (696-7538) 
HILL, T.C., Jr., Box 518, Crystal City 78839 (512-374-3337) 
HILL, Tom W., 1605 Broadmoor, Austin 78723 (512-452-7325) 
HILLER, Mrs. Delmar, Box 862, Rockport 78382 (512-729-6760) 
HIXON, Mrs. S.L. ( Martha ) , 316 Brahan 78215 (227-3949) 
HOLDSWORTH, Mr.&Mrs. John B., Box 506, Crystal City 78839 (512-374-3272) 
HOLLIS, Carl R., 1722 E. Woodward 11230, Austin 78741 (512-452-6593) 
HOSS, Ruth D., 352 Towne Vue Dr. 78213 (341-4175) 
HOUSE, Kurt D., Anth. Dept., S.M.U., Dallas 75275 (214-368-1199) 

JACQUIER, Jules A., 8207 Joe DiMaggio 78240 (681-1203) 
JAKS, Paul, 1709 W. Olmos 78201 (924-9426) 
JENKINS, Jack S., P.O. Box 28033 78228 (736-2117) 
JOHNSON, Malcom L., Rt. 2, Box 325, Fredericksburg 78624 
JONSSON, Errol, 1230 E. Kinney, Crystal City 78839 
JUDSON, George, Rt. 2, Box 291 78228 (696-0611) 

KALLISON, Mrs. Frances R., 306 Stanford Dr. 78212 (822-0751) 
KAUFMAN, Alan R., 7039 San Pedro #905 78216 (342-6577) 
KELLY, Thomas C., 132 Sharon Dr. 78216 (824-3663) 
KENNEDY, Robt. E., 606 Golfcrest Dr. 78239 (655-3027) 
KLATT, Mr.&Mrs. Jack ( Mary Lou ) , 12615 Kingsride, Houston 77024 (713-461-6913) 
KLEINE, Mr.&Mrs. W.C., Jr., 117 W. Olmos Dr. 78212 (824-5341) 
KOHNITZ, Eugene, 4462 Walzem 78218 (655-4367) 
KOHNITZ, Harvey, Jr., 4462 Walzem 78218 (655-4367) 
KOHNITZ, Mark F., 4462 Walzem 78218 (655-4367) 

LAIRD, Mary Jane, Rt. I, Box 28A, Carrizo Springs 78834 
LEIES, Rev. John G., St. Mary's Univ. 78284 (433-2311) 
LEIPPE, Capt. AI Ian F., Box 582, 6931 SCTY GP, APO N.Y. 09291 
LEWIS, Mrs. Nancy A., 7834 Broadway 1/206 78209 (826-3644) 
LYITON, R.O., 2335 W. Hermosa 78201 (732-1346) 

MAGAVERN, Wm. S., 217 Briarcliff 78213 (673-8560) 
MAHULA, Royce A., 7522 Bridgewater 78209 (824-1854) 
MALTSBERGER, Mrs. Sarah L., Box 574, Cotulla 78014 (512-676-3424) 
MARROU, Andre N., 1119 Arroya Vista Dr. 78213 (342-2180) 
MARSHALL, David B., 1049 Blue Bonnet Dr., Kerrville 78028 (512-257-7032) 
MARTINEZ, Tina, 1612 W. Mulberry 78201 (735-0577) 

MATA, Ms. Teresa 0., 92 Robles 78209 



6 

HAYFIELD, Pamela, 201 Ellwood Ave. #1 78209 (828-5393) 
McCARLEY, Mrs. J.W. (Odel ia) , 7339 Seidel Rd 78209 (826-0950) 
McDONALD, Wm. B., 335 E. Terra Alta 78209 (822-5610) 
McDONOUGH, Warren, Box 54B, Cascade Caverns Rd., Boerne 78006 
MEDLIN, Thomas W., 3807 Wil lawbrook 78722 (512-478-6302) 
MENGER, Rudolph W., 301 Primera Dr. 78212 (822-0962) 
MEYER, George S., 343 Springwood Ln. 78216 (826-3692) 
MILLER, E. Thomas, 1117 Hancock Dr., Kerrville 78028 (512-257-7530) 
MITCHELL, Mrs. Dan S. (Joyce) , 5535 Castle Glade 78218 (655-2499) 
MITCHELL, Mj. James L., 2719 Henderson St., W. Lafayette, Indiana 47906 
MOENG, Lynn H., CMR #8, Box 8493, Lackland AFB 78236 (675-1433) 
MOKRY, Edward R., Jr., Rt. I, Box 340, Corpus Christi 78415 (512-991-2090) 
MONTGOMERY, Mr.&Mrs. Sam C. (Martha) , 140 Harriett Or. 78216 (826-1387) 
MOORE, Dr.&Mrs. Larry, 8714 Norwich 78217 (826-7788) 
MOSES, Paul L., P.O. Box 406, Premont 78375 
MOYER, Delores, 3531 Stonehaven Rd. 78230 (696-2715) 

NELSON, Mr.&Mrs. Frank (Pat), 112 Turkey Creek 78231 (692-9635) 
NEWMAN, Noel 0., 421 Maverick #3 78212 (224-0532) 
NICHOLSON, Mignon, 11529 Whisper Valley 78230 (492-9434) 
NITSCHKE, Dr.&Mrs. Richard E., 5307 Broadway 78209 (824-3291) 
NUNLEY, Parker, 8615 Skyline Or., Dallas 75231 (214-341-2010) 

O'BRIEN, Dr.&Mrs. Eugene T., 2910 War Feather 78238 (684-1970) 
O'CONNELL, A.J., 210 Shady Ril I 78213 (342-2226) 
OLDS, Mrs. Dorris L., Santa Rosa Beach, Florida 32459 
OLIJAR, Pamela, 4411 Gardendale 78240 (696-5839) 
OPPENHEIMER, Herbert M., 247 E. Summit Ave. 78212 (732-6984) 
OPPENHEIMER, John M., 535 E. Mandalay 78212 (824-9984) 
ORCHARD, C.D., Box 115, McQueeney 78123 (512-557-6029) 

PARKER, Wayne, Star Rt., Box 127, Ralls 79357 (806-649-2591) 
PARSONS, Mrs. Robt., Box 622, Crystal City 78839 
PATTERSON, Leland W., 418 Wycl iffe, Houston 77024 (713-468-4464) 
PATTERSON, Patience E., 1707 W. 41st #A, Austin 78756 
PEREZ, MelvIn E., Jr., 4015 Grant #706 78201 (735-3867) 
PEREZ, Ramonlta, CMR #8, Box 9052, Lackland AFB 78236 (671-7247) 
PEREZ, Mr.&Mrs. Severo (Estela) , 444 Shadwell 78228 (732-4843) 
PFENNIG, David, 3730 Twisted Oaks 78217 (655-8607) 
PITZER, Mrs. Jean M., 12 Eagle HIlI, Berkeley, Cal if. 94707 (415-524-0141) 
POLLAN, Johnny T., Jr., 109 Lazy Ln., Lake Jackson 77566 (713-265-6910) 
PORCH, Hudson F., 539 Marchmont 78213 (342-0520) 
PRIEST, Wm. G., 306 E. Summit 78212 (732-5269) 

RICHIE, Irma, 220 W. Park Ave #R-I 78212 (225-6051) 
RICHMOND, W.L., 11707 Indianhead, Austin 78753 (512-836-0264) 
RIEFLER, Louis J., 2919 Old Ranch Rd. 78217 (826-7373) 
ROBINSON, Mr.&Mrs. Ralph (Robbie) , 1718 Barton Springs Rd., Austin 78704 (512-892-1737) 
ROSEMEYER, Jerome A., 8916 Data Point Or. #3213 78229 (690-1280) 
RUMBAUGH, Marvin G., 6244 Dove Hill 78238 (684-4150) 
RUSSELL, Dennis L., 2431 Pinn Rd., Gateway Apt. 311 78227 (674-4106) 

SACKETT, AI ice, 3806 Hlghcl iff 78218 (655-2939) 
SANDERS, Mrs. Dorothy, Box 517, Donna 78537 (512-464-3123) 
SANDISON, Stuart W., 610 W. Ave. B., Alpine 79830 (915-837-2714) 
SCHMIEDLlN, E.H. (Smitty) , 3106 Cherry, Victoria 77901 (512-573-9754) 
SECRIST, June, 511 Redcl Iff 78216 (344-3353) 
SHAFER, Dr. Harry J., Dept. Sociol .&Anthro., Tx.A&M Unlv., Col I .Sta. 77843 (713-693-2433) 
SHAWN, Ronnie, 107 S. Dewberry, Midland 79701 
SIEVERS, James L., 200 PrImrose Circle #14, New Braunfels 78130 (512-625-4853) 
SILBER, Mr.&Mrs. Paul G., Jr. (Phyllis) , 2 Gallery Court 78209 (826-6392) 
SMITH, Brent W., U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, P.O.Box 59, Louisville, Kentucky 40201 
SMITH, Harvey P., 201 Canyon Or. 78209 (822-5969) 
SMITH, James H., 139 Canterbury Hill 78209 (826-2800) 
SMITH, Kay, 8835 Willmon Way 78239 
SOLLBERGER, J.B., 8515 Forest Hills Blvd., Dallas 75218 (214-321-0634) 
SOWA, Rick, 115 Covina 78218 (653-1208) 
SPILLAR, Or. BI iss R., Jr. & Dr. Edna, 4006 Greensboro 78229 (342-7491) 
STARK, Mr.&Mrs. Charles E., 810 Gardenia, Victoria 77901 (512-573-9395) 
STEPAN, Or. John 0., 601 Hefner, El Campo 77437 
STEWART, Jack L., P.O. Box 505, Ganado 77962 (512-771-3435) 
STICKNEY, F .C., 707 W. Tennessee, Midland 79701 (915-684-8091) 
STOCKLEY, John H., Jr., Box 296, Quemado 78877 (512-757-1213) 
STONER, Dena, 715 Finale Ct. 78216 (342-2744) 
STORY, Or. Dee Ann, Rt. 4, Box 189, Austin 78757 (512-836-0440 - TARL) 

r 



TESCH, Maurice A., Rt. 3, Box 307T, Houston 77045 
THOMPSON, Shirley, 3816 Ruskin, Houston 77005 (713-665-5255) 
TOWERS, Mr.&Mrs. Richard (Sandy) , 407 Byrnes 78209 (824-0921) 
TOWNSEND, Jamis, 706 Nottingham 78209 (826-4684) 
TRENT, Joyce Miller, 7871 Wild Eagle 78255 (695-9153) 
TUNNELL, Dr. John W., 232 Mcintyre, Taft 78390 (512-528-2621) 

7 

TUNNELL, John W., Jr., Dept. of Science, Tx.A&1 Univ., Corpus Christi 78411 (512-854-0380) 
TURNER, Judy M., 115 Redrock 78213 (341-0654) 
TURNER, Sue R., 123 Danville Dr. 78201 (732-9516) 
TURPIN, Mrs. Solveig A., Route 8, Box 253D, Austin 78703 

VAN DER VEER, Mr.&Mrs. W.R. (Shirley) , 123 E. Crestline 78201 (732-5970) 
VASQUEZ, Margarita, 1210 W. Huisache 78201 (735-3489) 
VAUGHT, Kathryn (Kay) , Rt. II, Box 305 78213 (696-0959) 
VOGLER, J.N., 5 Anvil Court, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003 
VOGT, Edward A., Jr., 2206 E. Stayton, Victoria 77901 
VOGT, Mrs. Harvey C., Box 483, Boerne 78006 

WAGNER, Mary, Box 125, Crystal City 78839 (512-374-3350) 
WAGNER, Warren, Box 296, Crystal City 78839 
WALKER, Ganahl, Jr., 900 N.E. Loop 410, CI 19 78209 (826-4063) 
WALLACE, Mrs. Nancy, 345 Grant Place, Corpus Christi 78411 (512-855-6556) 
WARD, Lee A., 5518 King Richard 78229 (684-6285) 
WARREN, Mr.&Mrs. James E. (Joyce) , Box 163, George West 78022 (512-449-5287) 
WAYLAND, Mr.&Mrs. John Rex, 7005 Hathor, Corpus Christi 78412 
WEEDIN, Mr.&Mrs. Frank (Eleanor) , 520 Argo Ave. 78209 (826-0806) 
WEEDIN, Theresa (Terry) , Sui Ross Univ. Box 5590, Alpine 79830 (915-837-3461) 
WEEKS, Mrs. Helen G., 800 Gentleman Rd. 78201 (735-7534) 
WELLS, Dail F., Box 247, New Braunfels 78130 
WHALEN, Norman M., Dept. of Anth., SW Tx.State Univ.San Marcos 78666 (512-245-2113) 
WHEAT, Patricia M. (Pam) , 1901 Bolsover, Houston 77005 (713-523-8048) 
WHITE, Mrs. L.D., Box 521, Cotulla 78014 
WHITELEY, Dr. A.T., 500 E. Mann Rd., Laredo 78040 
WIERVILLE, Jonathan P., 156 Perry Court 78209 (828-8056) 
WEISNER, David A., 105 E. Silversands 78216 (344-0497) 
WILKES, Chester P., 7214 Harkavy 78213 (342-6090) 
WILKES, Robert P., 7214 Harkavy 78213 (342-6090) 
WILLIAMS·, Mr.&Mrs. L.D. (Diana) , 2823 Knight Robin 78209 (826-1163) 
WILSON, Mr.&Mrs. Aubrey (Dixie) , 3730 Ridgel ine 78228 (736-3290) 
WILSON, Mr.&Mrs. David M. (Jane) , 4134 O'Day, Corpus Christi 78413 (512-853-1409) 
WORD, James H., 108 W. Missouri, Floydada 79235 (806-983-2360) 
WYATT, K.M., 7447 Fieldgate 78227 (674-7673) 

YATES, Mary S., 8702 Village Dr. #505 78217 (656-2686) 

ZUBERBUELER, John, Comstock 78837 

Institutional Members 

Acquisitions Sec., State Hist. Soc., 816 State St., Madison, Wisconsin 53706 
Houston Publ ic Library, 500 McKinney, Houston 77002 
LaRetama Publ ic Library, 505 N. Mesquite St., Corpus Christi, 78401 
Peabody Museum Library, 21 Divinity Ave., Harvard Univ., Cambridge, Mass. 02138 
Library, San Antonio Col lege, 1001 Howard 78284 
The Fondren Library, Rice Univ., Box 1892, Houston 77001 
Serials Acquisitions, Univ. of Texas Library, Austin 78712 
Univ. of Texas at San Antonio Library 78285 

Exchange Members 

Library, EI Paso Archaeological Society, 124 Festival, EI Paso 79912 
The Interamerican, Instituto Interamericano, 5133 NT, Denton 76203 



8 

A TENTATIVE CHRONOLOG I CAL FRAMEWORK FOR SOUTHERN TEXAS 

J i mmy L. M i tchell 

Ed i torl s P reface: Mr. M i tchell p resents here a tentat i ve chronolog i cal 
order i ng of preh i sto r i c  cultural rema i ns i n  the south Texas reg i on. Many 
of the age est i mates are guess-dates , or are der i ved f rom correlat i ons 
w i th adjacent central and Trans-Pecos Texas sequen ces. Although spec i f i c 
b i bl i ograph i c  c i tat i ons are not p rov i ded, Mr. M i tchell IS chart i s  the 
result of careful exam i nat i on of most of the publ i shed archaeolog i cal 
I i terature of the reg i on. 

TIME PERIOD NAME 

Present H i stor i c  

AD 1700 
Late P reh i sto r i c  

DEF I NING CHARACTERIST I CS 

M i ss i ons , h i stor i c  mater i als (trade beads, 
metal arrow po i nts, etc. 

Bone-tempered ceram i cs ,  poss i ble agr i cul
tu re (corn at T i mmeron rockshelter i n  
south central Texas), arrowpo i nts (Perd i z, 
C I  i f  ton , Fresno and others), manos and 
metates 

AD 1300 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

A D  800 

AD 500 

AD lao 

600 BC 

Post-Archa i c  
T rans i t i on 

Archa i c  

(Late) 

(M i d) 

(Early) 

Some ceram i cs ( i n clud i ng Mogollon), m i xture 
of arrow po i nts (Scallorn, Edwards) and dart 
po i nts (Zavala/F i gueroa), manos and metates 

Da rt po i nts i n clude Ensor , Fr i o, Zavala/ 
F i gueroa , etc. ; un i fac i al Clear Fork tools, 
ground stone ornaments (gorgets, pendants), 
grooved axes (rare) 

Da rt po i nts i n clud i ng Tortugas, Morh iss, 
Pede rnales, Castrov i lle, Marcos, and others; 
Clear Fork tools 

Dart po i nts i n clud i ng Bell and Bel I -I i ke, 
Gower- I i ke ,  early tr i angular , and othe rs; 
Clear Fork and Guadalupe tools 

3500 BC (?) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

6000 BC - -

9200 BC 

Pre-Archa i c  
Trans i t i on 

(Late) 

Paleo-Ind i an 
( Early) 

Early corner notched dart po i nts, early 
tr i angular forms; Guadalupe tools; uni
fac i al Clear Fork tools 

Lan ceolate forms i nclud i ng Pla i nview, 
Angostura, Golondr i na, and others; early 
stemmed dart po i nts such as Scottsbluff; 
Guadalupe tools (?); b i fac i al Clear Fork 
tools 

Fluted po i nts i nclud i ng Folsom and Clov i s  
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DIG THAT SQUARE :  A LESS ON FROM T IMMERON ROCKSHELTER (4IHY95 ) 

Harvey Smit h , Jr . 

Having been a ss i gned a singl e 1 . 5 me ter sq uare i n  the hor i zont a l  exca va t i on 
gr i d  of the T i mmeron Rockshe l ter site (4IHY95 ) and prepared for some back
bendi ng exerc i se w i t h  I i t t le thought of uncover i ng more t han an occa s i onal 
project i l e po i nt a l ong wit h  a few fragments of t oo l s and f l  i nt -f l a k i ng 
rema i ns, my one "square" wa s j ust one of maybe 3 0  or 40 squares i n  t he 
comp l e te gr i d  of the sh elter . It represented a very sma l l port i on of the  
ma t eri a l  tha t  wou l d  be  excava ted in  the process of  complet i ng t he i nvest i 
ga t ion of t h i s  rockshe l ter. 

The invest igat i ng team consist ed of severa l people who worked a t  the screen, 
s i ft i ng the excava t ed ma teria l and a spec i a l  group headed by Ju l es Ja cqu i er, 
do i ng f l ota tion and f i ne screen i ng of se l ected samp l es. Wa nda and J. E. 
Ka u fma n and L . C . F l etcher took t urns a t  t he dusty j ob of screening and bucket
carry i ng. Ju l es was assisted by his w i fe. 

After i n i t i al l a you t and leve l i ng, exca va t i on of the  square began in arbi
t rary 5 cm. l eve l s  a s  prev i ous l y estab l ished for t he whole project . A l most 
from the outset the art i factura l content app eared grea t er than ant i c i pa ted.  
A number of "I a t e  prehistor i c" arrow p oint s appeared on t he screens along 
with tool s, fragments a nd kna p p i ng deb i tage. Th i s  seemed t o  f i t  t he expect ed 
t i me frame for the l a te peri ods of occupa t i on represented i n  the  upper st rat a . 

Before I had completed excava tion of t he second leve l ,  an anc i ent occupa t i on 
f l oor began to appear, formed of a hard packed cla y ma tr i x. Th i s  wa s care 
fu l l y  bru shed off and i t s perime ter exposed. The compact ed f l oor ma t r i x  had 
an exposed t h i ckness of approx i ma tely 5 cm. and appeared to have a hea vy 
content of seeds and p l ant fra gment s .  Th i s  was certa i nl y  a j ob for t he 
flota t ion crew . Se l ected, fragmented segment s of the "f l oor" were t urned 
over to them for further study and fine screen i ng. 

My at tent i on wa s now turned to remova l ,  intact , of as l arge a segment of th e 
anc i ent f l oor as poss i ble. Ex ca va t i on wou l d  now be by cu l tura l l evels ra ther 
than arb i trary ones. Screen i ng of a l  I ma t er i a l  above the f l oor wa s speci f i 
ca l l y separa ted from ma ter i a l  bel ow t he f l oor. Here we had an opport uni ty 
to deve l op a n  accura te t i me marker using t he ancient f l oor i tse l f . Be fore 
remova l of the f l oor wa s comp l ete, cons i derab l e  exc i tement was heard emana t ing 
from the f l ota t i on crew. The i r  f i ne-screen i ng had turned up a complete  pro
ject i l e point onl y one cent i meter l ong! This wa s much sma l l er than the 
norma l s i ze-range, even for t h i s la te preh i stor i c styl e p oint. The small 
po i nt along w i t h  an excel l ent samp l e  of p l ant seeds from the f l ota tion, 
prom i sed to revea l even more abou t  the  cu l tura l  ha b i t s of t he earl y i nha b i 
tants of the  she l ter . 

As each segment of t h e  f l oor mat r i x  was removed, i t  wa s bagged di rect l y  and 
separa te l y . A considerab l e  q uant i t y of charcoa l wa s seen i n  the bot t om port i on 
of the f l oor, and th i s  cou l d  give u s  some very he l p fu l ,  d i rect da t ing i nfor
ma t i on .  W i th t he anc i ent f l oor removed and proper l y i dentif i ed, excava t i on 
of the next cultura l l eve l proceeded.  Not more than 2 t o  3 centime ters ha d 
been removed before t he screens revealed a sma l l  ear of corn. Here we had 
accurate  p l a cement of the corn cob i mmed i a te l y be l ow the ancient f l oor . This 
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rel ation ship wou l d be pa rticu l a rly important  to chronol ogica l p l acemen t of 
the corn cob in the tempora l framewor k .  This wa s on l y  the second such 
eviden ce of corn yet found  in a Cen tra l Texa s a rchaeol ogica l site ( see 
Jel ks 1 962 ) .  Its accurate time pla cement wou l d be important in formation , 
extending beyon d th is one s i te. 

A l a ter study by D r . Richa rd I .  Ford at th e Un iversity of Michigan, in di
cated tha t  c or n  in th is time segmen t of develop men t is a l most id entica l in 
appea ra n ce to ea r l y  historic corn. He indica ted tha t  fina l identifica tion 
woul d l ea n  heavil y on the exa ct p roven ience, a s  establ  ished by ou r excava
tion s. Here wa s one reward for a l l the ha rd work in Timmeron Rockshel ter. 

So this is what I meant by the admonition , "dig tha t squa re", ap pea ring 
i n  th e titl e .  Ea ch excava tion unit ha s to be excavated with skil l and 
ca re, and on e ha s to be atten tive and ob servant during the proces s. The 
excava tion is a team effort, with th e p eop l e  in the pit and those on the 
screen working together in a coopera tive effort. 
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THE LAS MORAS S I TE I N  K I NNEY COUNTY , TEXAS 

L. W .  Patte rson and W. Robert Wehner 

Th i s  report descr i bes two su rface collect i ons made on the Las Mo ras s i te , 
41KY14 , i n  cent ral K i nney County. The locat i on i s  i n  the southweste rn 
corner  of central Texas , at the junct i on of the Trans-Pecos and south 
Texas reg i ons , as def i ned by Campbell (1958: F i g. 1). Th i s  s i te i s  located 
on a gently slop i ng st ream bank , along a bend i n  Las Moras Creek , and 
appears to have m i n i mum d i mensions of 500 by 1500 feet . 

A collect i on of p r i marily b i facial mater i al and p roject i le po i nts was made 
by W. Robe rt Wehner of San Anton i o .  P roject i le point types show a long 
occupat i on sequence , beg i nn i ng with the late Paleo-Indian Plainv i ew type, 
and end i ng w i th Scallorn, Perdiz , and Ha r rell-like a r row po i nts. Th i s  
would be expected at th i s  major water source for the area . The p roject i le 
po i nt collection cons i sts of the follow i ng: 

Pla i nv i ew 
Castrov i lle 
Perd i z  
Langtry 
Fr i o  
Montell? 
Kinney? 
Pedernales , reworked 
Scallorn-l i ke 
Har rell-l i ke 
Zavala/F i gueroa & Ensor 
unclass i f i ed dart 
unclass i f i ed a r row po i nt 

2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

18 
4 
1 

Some of these po i nts are i llust rated i n  F i gu res 1. The Wehner collec
t i on also conta i ned a th i ck ,  heav i ly nibbled end scraper , a rectangulo i d  
b i face prefo rm ,  and the med i al sect i on of a dr i ll/pe rfo rator shaft. The 
Pla i nv i ew po i nt i s  of purple-tan chert, and i s  poss i bly heat t reated. 

The other collect ion , made by the sen i o r  autho r ,  i s  a gene ral 1 i th i c  assem
blage. No ceram i cs were found , wh i ch is cons i stent w i th p rev i ous i nformat i on 
g i ven by Hester (1971 : F i g .  24) for the dist r i but i on of ceram i cs i n  the general 
area. Other than fl i nt flakes , art i facts from this second collect i on consist 
of the follow i ng: 

dart po i nt f ragments 2 
b i fac i al tools 4 
b i face f ragments 4 
th i ck fl i nt ch i ps 13 
chopper 1 
blade co re f ragment 1 
m i croblade cores 2 
un i facial s i de sc rape r 1 
un i facial d i sco i dal scrape r I 
graver/scrape r 1 

All l i th i c  art i facts collected are made of fl i nt. 
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The b i fac i al tool, F i gure 2 , k, i s  s i m i  lar to a Central Texas "hand axe" , 
and the top edge i s  blu nt. Another b i face, not i llustrated , appears to 
be an almost f i n i shed crescent-shaped tool. 

A large var i ety of fl i nt colors are represented i n  th i s  collect i on ,  i nclud
i ng: tan, p i nk ,  brown , grey, and black. Many p i eces show s i gns of heat 
treat i ng, i nclud i ng blade cores. 

One elongated s i de scraper, F i gure 2, i, and one d i sco i dal shaped scraper were 
found. Both have rather steep un i fac i al retouch. 

There are one blade core fragment and two m i croblade cores i n  th i s  assem
blage. One m i croblade core, F i gure 2 ,h, has acute angle prepared str i k i ng 
platforms at both ends. One end has n umerous h i nge fractures. The other 
m i croblade core, F i gure 2,g, i s  essent i ally wedge-shaped , w i th s i x  full
length blade facets around the s i des. Th i s  core was then rotated, to use 
a blade facet as a str i k i ng platform , and three short facets w i th h i nge 
fractures were made on the or i g i nal str i k i ng plat form. The or i g i nal str i k i ng 
platform i s  unprepared cortex surface. Small pr i smat i c  blade technology of 
th i s  general nature has been reported by Hester (1971 :92-94) for adj acent 
Uvalde County, and by Patterson (1973) f urther east on the upper Texas coast. 

The I i th i c  flake collect i on i s  as fol lows: 

m i scellaneous flakes 
under 15 mm square 
15-20 mm 
20-25 mm 
25-35 mm 
over 35 mm square 

dent i clate tool 
flake w i th draw i ng 
pr i smat i c  blades 
blade fragments 
blade-I i ke flakes 
flake gravers 

17 
31 
13 
29 

7 
I 
I 
3 

I I  
4 
4 

The 14 pr i smat i c  blades and fragments range i n  w i dth from 8.0 mm to 19.2 mm , 
w i th an average of 13.8 mm. 

One fl i nt flake, F i gure 2,j ,  has what appears to be an abstract I i near draw
i ng on one face. Grant (1967:22) has noted a d i str i but i on of th i s  type of 
art from eastern Cal i forn i a  i nto Texas. A number of examples of abstract 
art can be found i n  the adjacent Trans-Pecos reg i on ,  such as reported by 
K i rkland and Newcomb (1967) , Alexander (1970:F i g. 25), and Word and Douglas 
(1970:F i g. 27). 

There are a number of  h i stor i c  art i facts from th i s  s i te ,  ma i nly i n  the form 
of m i l  i tary mater i al, wh ich i s  to be expected because of the prox i m i ty of 
old Fort Clark. Items i n  the Wehner collect i on i nclude a var i ety of  m i l  i tary 
un i form buttons , a rectangular belt buckle, shell cas i ngs, bullets , "m i nn i e" 
balls, and a 1920 Mex i can 20 centavo p i ece w i th a bul let i mpact dent. One 
button pattern cons i sts of two women flank i ng a crest w i th an eagle above. 
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In summa ry , ba sed on the p resence of the P l ainv i ew point type of late Pal eo
Indian t i mes and pos s i b l e  h i stor i c  contacts into the 1 800's , th i s  site 
cou l d  repre sent at lea st i nte rmi ttent occupa t i on ove r  a per i od of 6,000 to 

9,000 years. The ma i n  portion of th i s  t i me span i s  rep res ented by an Archaic 
I i festyle of hunt i ng a nd gather i ng .  Art i fact types  genera l l y show sim i lar 
tra i ts to the Archa i c  period in adjacent reg i ons . 
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a ,  P l ainview; b ,  uncla s sified; c ,  Monte l l ;  d ,  Pederna l es;  e,f , 
Castrov i l l e; g ,  Kinney?; h-j , unc l a s s i fied (j has  been burned );  
k-p,  Zava l a /Figueroa; q, burin on brea k; r ,  Scall orn; s ,  Ha rrel l . 
( Il l u strated a ctua l s i ze.) 
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F i gure 2. Selected Lithic Art i facts, 41KV14 . 

a-c, prismat i c  blades; d,e, flake gravers; f ,  blade-I i ke flake; 
g, gl, m i croblade core (platform shown above g); h, m i croblade 
core (platform shown); i ,  steep retouched scraper; j, draw i ng 
on flake; k, biface. (Illustrated actual size.) 
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A SANDSTON E ARTIFACT FROM THE 
CHOKE CANYON RES ERVO IR AREA, S OUTH T EXAS 

James E. War ren 

Recently, wh i le on a wood-gathe r i ng exped i t i on i n  L i ve Oak County, the 
author and fam i ly recovered an i nterest i ng art i fact i n  an a rea wh i ch w i ll 
be i nundated by the p roposed Choke Canyon Reservo i r  on the F r i o  R i ve r  
above Three R i ve rs, Texas. Th i s  a rtifact was located o n  the su r face i n  a 
roll of  d i rt result i ng f rom the g rad i ng of a ranch road. The ranch i s  
located app rox i mately th ree m i les west of  Call i ham, Texas, o n  the north 
s i de of the F r i o  R i ver. 

A palm-s i zed, smooth, sandstone pebble was observed and was suspected of 
be i ng a mano. Upon tu rn i ng the pebble over i t  was d i scovered that there 
was a des i gn eng raved upon the su r face. The author's w i fe excla i med, "Oh! 
An Ame r i can flag!" (wh i ch i s  a very good desc r i pt i on of  the des i gn pattern). 
It cons i sts o f  n i ne parallel stra i ght I i nes w i th another stra i ght l i ne 
b i sect i ng these at one end and extend i ng below them, roughly resembl i ng an 
Amer i can flag w i thout the II f i eld of blue" i n  the cor ner. 

Sandstone pebbles and slabs w i th i nc i sed I i nes on the i r su r face are fa i rly 
common i n  th i s  area of South Texas. However, most of these conta i n  a 
se r i es of randomly placed I i nes and a re usually class i f i ed as "sharpen i ng 
stones". It i s  believed that they were used i n  sharpening bone, antler, 
and wooden needles o r  awls. 

S i nce th i s  part i cular art i fact seems to have a def i n i te, planned pattern 
eng raved on i t, the author postulates that it  is  not a tool o r  ut i l i tar i an 
obj ect. Most i nvest i gators bel ieve that the abo r i g i nal i nhab i tants of th i s  
a rea we re so busy w i th the da i ly cho re o f  hunt i ng and gather i ng that they 
had no t i me fo r aesthet i cs o r  le i su re act i v i t i es .  I have thus dec i ded to 
put th i s  spec i men on record hop i ng to st i mulate others to publ i sh repo rts 
concern i ng objects wh i ch might shed some I i ght on the aesthet i cal values or 
le i su re-o r i ented activ i t i es of the abor i g i nal i nhab i tants of  South Texas . 

- -'------

a. 

F i gu re I .  Sandstone Art i fact f rom L i ve Oak County . 
a, top v i ew, w i th engraved l i nes; b, end v i ew. 
( Illustrated actual s i ze. ) 

b .  
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41HR210, A MULTICOMPONENT SITE IN HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 

L. W. Patterson 

Site 41HR210 is a multicomponent site located in inland Harris County on 
the upper Texas coastal plain. This paper describes the results of a 
surface survey, including all artifacts found up to May, 1975. The main 
site is a low sandy mound, approximately 100 feet in diameter, located 
near a bayou on a former stream bed in a wooded area. No archeological 
features are apparent on the surface. It was a campsite for a hunting and 
gathering I ifeway, with occupations representing several time periods. 
Artifacts found show a full range of campsite activities, including: 
cooking, hunting, I ithic tool manufacture, I ithic tool use, and perhaps 
chopping of vegetable matter. Some pointed bone objects may have been 
used as tools. If historical references, such as Cabeza de Vaca (1961), 
can be appl ied to earl ier periods, this site probably represents seasonal 
nomadic activities. 

Late Archaic, Woodland, and Late Prehistoric periods seem to be represented, 
although probably not continuously. The Late Archaic (preceramic) period 
is possibly represented by certain dart point types, typical for this area 
in this period. Although these point types are known to continue into the 
Woodland period (Wheat 1953:Table 5) of A.D. 200 to 600 (Aten 1971:Fig. 10), 
characterized by pottery and dart points but few bifacial arrow points, the 
large size of some of the dart points is more typical of the Archaic period 
than of the Woodland. Smaller dart points, typical of the Woodland period, 
are also present. The distribution of fl int flake sizes shown in Table I 

is typical of terminal Archaic sites in this area (Patterson 1974a). The 
Late Prehistoric period is represented by small bifacial arrow points, and 
there is possibly not a large contribution to the general I ithic collection 
from this time period, as studies (Patterson 1974a) have shown single com
ponent Late Prehistoric sites to generally yield small numbers of lithic 
flakes. 

Projectile points collected are as follows: 

dart point preform 
Ellis point 
Kent point, large 
Almagre-I ike point 
Palmillas point, large 
Perdiz point 
Scallorn point frag. 
arrow point fragments 

blades 
straight stem 

dart point fragments 
blades 
straight stem 
expanding stem, small 
contracting stem 

2 
I 

2 
I 
2 
I 

Total 16 

tan fl int, tip only heat treated 
brown fl i nt 
tan fl int 
tan fl int 
tan fl int 
red jasper 
grey flint 

tan, brown fl ints 
tan fl int 

tan, red-brown fl ints 
tan fl int 
grey, pink fl ints 
grey fl int 



18 

The Almagre-l ike dart point is sometimes classified as a Gary variety in 
east Texas (Shafer 1968:Fig. 36,m,n). Some of these points are shown in 
Figure 1. The Palmillas point has an impact flute or a burin facet on the 
left lateral blade edge. 

Ornaments include two fl int flake pendants, with single holes, and one 
possible grooved bone pendant. A piece of blue colored bone was found, 
possibly similar to pieces found by Wheat (1953:231) in Harris County. One 
stone pendant seems to have markings representing a simple face, with two 
eyes and a mouth, but these markings may be fortuitous. Stone pendants are 
not common in this area, although some similar single hole fl int flake pen
dants have been found on site 41HR184 by the writer. 

Cooking activities, aside from any use of pottery, may be shown by the 
fol lowing collection of clay and cal iche balls, all of rather amorphous 
shapes: 

lli.:i Ca 1 i che 
under 15 mm 2 1 
15 to 20 mm 2 12 
20 to 25 mm 1 5 
25 to 35 mm 2 8 
over 35 mm I 2 

8 28 

Clay balls are distinguished from cal iche balls by general appearance, with 
clay balls having a reddened fired appearance, and fired cal iche bal I s  
having a grey color. Also, cal iche balls react with acids to evolve carbon 
dioxide, since cal iche balls contain carbonate minerals. Acid testing 
(strong nitric acid) was used with artifacts from this site. Clay balls in 
the Mississippi Valley are known to last from middle Archaic through Wood
land time periods (Huxtable, et al. 1972), and are common in southeastern 
Texas (Shafer 1968:74; Aten 1967:39; Ambler 1967:Table 3; Patterson 1975a: 
13). Clay balls found on preceramic site 4lHR250 since publ ication 
(Patterson 1975b), show that this type of artifact started fairly early in 
inland Harris County. OIBrien (1974:Table 13) shows cal iche balls in pos
sible preceramic use on site 41HR82. A ball of red ochre (iron oxide of 
bright red color) of about 35 mm diameter was found, with possible use as a 
decorative pigment. 

Potsherds are all of the Goose Creek type, with sandy paste. All pieces are 
body sherds, with red and grey colors occuring. One sherd seems to have a 
grey sl ip appl ied, but this piece may simply be unusually smoothed on the 
exterior. Some smooth pebbles were found, possibly used for pottery finish
ing. There were 22 sherds under 15 mm square, and 29 sherds over 15 mm 
square. The ratio of sherds over 15 mm square to total fl int flakes of 
0.092 reflects the mixed nature of this site, together with other evidence 
that several time periods are present. Single component Woodland sites in 
this area (Patterson 1974a) have higher sherd to flake ratios (0.2 average). 
The sherd ratio on this site is possibly lowered by the presence of both 
preceramic and Late Prehistoric elements, as there was a tendency to use 
less pottery in Late Prehistoric time. One sherd is single 1 ine interior 
incised. 

Fl int types used are all typical materials found on sites in this area (Pat
terson 1974b). The nearest 1 ithic source is 23 miles to the west at the 
Brazos River. Heat treating was used often for fl int preparation. 

, 
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The genera l 1 i th i c  assemblage i s  summa r i zed i n  Table I .  Most too l s  are of 
all -pu rpose types made from th i n  flakes , typ i cally of 2 to 5 mm th i ckness . 
The re is  the usual assortment of small pr i smat i c  blade and m i c r ol iths , 
common to th is  a rea ( Patte rson 1973). Fl i nt cores , ch i ps ,  and sma l l f l a kes 
f u r n i sh ev i den ce of tool manufactu re , and many examples of flake edge 
re t ou ch show too l use. One med i um s i ze b i fac i al tool was found on th i s  
s i te .  I n  general , b i fac i al tools have not been common i n  su rveys of th i s  
area , i n  any t i me pe r i od .  The re i s  also a lack of b i fac i al th i nn i ng f l akes 
to support th i s .  The two m i c roblade cores a re rather amorphous i n  shape , 
ea ch hav i ng seve ral blade facets . Of the 209 i r regula r shaped fl i nt flakes , 
the re we re 9. 6% p r i ma ry cortex flakes , 46. 9% seconda ry flakes, and 43. 5% 
i nter i or flakes w i th no rema i n i ng cortex . 

Three small smooth fl i nt and qua rtz i te pebbles , not nat i ve to th i s  a rea and 
too small for ut i l  ita r i an use , we re collected . S i n ce tu rtle shell fragments 
we re found on th i s  s i te ,  these pebbles m i ght have been used i n  tu rtle shell 
rattles , as Webb (1974:3 00) shows for an Archa i c  per i od s i te i n  Kentucky. 

Th ree poss i ble examples of the use of asphalt for tool haft i ng we re found , 
i nvolv i ng a Kent dart po i nt ,  a pr i smat i c  blade , and a m i c rol i th i c  end b l ade . 
All of these a re i llust rated i n  F i gu re 1 ,  w i th asphalt shown as da rk  patches . 
The m i crol i th was formed by shap i ng retouch (Patterson and Sollbe rger 1 974) , 
and has some steep f i ne marg i nal retou ch . 

Approx i mately 1 00 feet f rom the ma i n  s i te on the other s i de of the dry st ream 
bed , a small i solated g roup of art i facts was found. Th i s  g roup i s  not 
i n cluded i n  Table I ,  and cons i sts of a hamme rstone, bone fragments , 5 m i s
cellaneous flake cores , 1 large fl i nt ch i p ,  I large fl i nt pebble , 6 fl i n t  
flakes of 2 5  to 3 5  mm s i zes , and the bone pendant and t r u ncated pr i smat i c  
blade shown i n  F i gu re I .  As i de from ev i dence of haft i ng w i th aspha l t ,  the 
pr i smat i c  blade shows othe r s i gns of tool use by edge retouch , w i th latera l 
edges poss i bly used for cutt i ng ,  and the retouched t r u ncated d i stal end 
used as an end sc raper. One flake core i n  th i s  group resembles a pebble 
tool , and may have been i ntended for use as a choppe r , a I though there i s  
I ittle s i gn of use wear . 

I n  summa ry , th i s  s i te represents pe rhaps 2000 years of pe r i od i c  camp i ng 
act i v i ty ,  w i th art i facts typ i cal of i nland s i tes on the uppe r Texas coast . 
An analys i s  of fau nal rema i ns by Brent Sm i th i s  made i n  a sepa rate paper . 
Th i s  i s  one of the few s i tes i n  th i s  a rea surveyed by the wr i ter that has 
any s i gn i f i cant quant i ty of bone p reservat i on. The m i xed dec i duous and 
eve rgreen wooded a reas I i ke th i s  n o rmally have ac i d i c  so i ls ,  wh i ch do not 
p rese rve wood and bone very well. 
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Genera l Lith i c  Co l l ect i on 

b i fa cia I too I I 
stemmed un i fac i a l  too l I 
bi face f ragment I 
microbl ade  cores  2 
bl ade core f ragments 4 
misc . f l a ke cores 4 
g rave r s  8 
notched too l s 2 
bu rnt rock 2 
l a rge pebb l e s  2 
sma l l pebbl es 3 
th ick f l  i nt ch i p s  

under  I S  mm square  I S  
I S  to 2 0  mm 29 
20 to 25 mm 1 3  
2 5  to 3 5  mm I S  

F I  i nt F l a ke C o l l ection 
irregu l ar f l akes 

under 1 5  mm squa r e  
I S  to 2 0  mm 
2 0  to 25 mm 
2 5  to 3 5  mm 
ove r 3 5  mm 

m i crol  iths 
perforator 
pos s i bl e  end bl ades 
pos sibl e side bl ades 

p r i smatic bl ades 
under  I I  mm wide (microbl ade s )  
I I to I 5 mm w i d  e 
1 5  to 2 0  mm w i de 
over 2 0  mm w i de 
core tr i m  f l a ke s  

tota l f l ake s (over 1 5  mm sq.) 

Ta bl e I .  Site 4 1 HR2 1 0 L i thic Co l l ection 

severa l 
1 35 
49 
23  

2 

I 

1 3  
3 0  

1 9  
26 
I I 

2 
2 

3 1 3  

hund red 
43 . 2% 
1 5 . 7  
7 . 3 
0 . 6  

0 . 3  
4 . 2 
9 . 6  

6 . 1 
8 . 3 
3 . 5  
0 . 6  
0 . 6  

1 00 . 0 

2 1  
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a b c d 

e f g h 

j k 

F i g u r e I .  A r t i fa c t s f r om 4 1 H R2 1 0 .  

a ,  A l ma g r e - l i ke ;  b ,  Pa l m i l l a s ; c ,  Ken t ; d ,  E l l i s ;  e ,  Perd i z ; 
f ,  s t one penda n t ? ; g ,  b one penda n t ? ;  h ,  r e t ouched b l a d e ; 
i ,  b i face ; j , ' s t emmed u n i f a ce ; k ,  f l a ke pendan t ;  I ,  h a f ted 

m i c r o l i t h .  ( I l l u s t ra t ed a c t u a l s i z e ) 

• 
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AN ANALYS I S  OF FAUNAL REMAINS FROM 41HR2 1 0  

B rent W .  Smith  

All available fauna l remains were g a t hered from the  sur face of the  site by 
L .  W. Pa t terson (persona l communica tion, 1975) . This resulted in a total 
sample of 1 , 0 1 0 specimens from t he main site, of  wh i ch 189 (18 . 7 1 %) were 
identifiable. Additiona l ly, 19 specimens were collected from t he sur face 
of a small site 100 feet from t he main sit e .  Of these, four (21 . 05%) we re 
identifia ble . 

I n  general, t he preser vation of t he bone is fair, alt hough most of t he 
ma terial recovered is fragmenta ry . One or more of t he following hypotheses 
can be used to explain t his fragmenta tion : ( I ) t he prehistoric occupants of 
the site snapped, cut or  pounded t h e  bone in t he p rocess of ob taining the 
ma r row, sepa rating t he mea t, or  processing cer tain bones for use as tools ; 
(2) a second possibil ity is that  animals chewing on t he bones or  human 
activities on t he sit e  a fter t he initial occupa tion cou l d have caused alter
a tions to t he bone ; (3) t hirdly, t he bones could have been a l tered by na tural 
forces, such as wind and wa ter. 

The basic informa tion gained from t he faunal analysis includes an inventory 
of wha t species were present in this site sample . These da ta  were ob tained 
t h rough an analysis process which involved several steps . First, the 
identifiable bones were sepa ra ted f rom t he unidentifia ble bones. Then the 
identifia ble bones were sor t ed according to osteological element, wit h bones 
altered prehistorically for use as a r tifacts sepa rated from t hose which were 
not. Each identifia b l e  bone was t hen sor ted according to spec i es .  The 
results of t he species and osteological element identifica tion a re provided 
in Ta bles 1 and 2 .  (Two references were used as aids in the analysis : 
Gilbe r t  1973 and Olsen 1 964 . )  Also, Dr. Ernest Lundel ius, ver teb rate pa l eon
tologist a t  t he University of Texas a t  Austin was consulted for some of t he 
deer bone element identifica tion. 

The two mos t abundant species in t he sample from t he main site (Ta ble I )  were 
t he white tail deer, 29 specimens (15 . 34% of t he identifiab l e  remains, and 
turtle, 123 specimens (65 . 08% of t he identifiable remains) . A tabula tion of 
t he samp l e  from t he auxil I a ry site (designa ted 4 1 HR210-A) is provided in 
Table 2 .  In terms of the minimum number of individual animals identified 
from t he main site, however, this sample is quite small since a popu l a tion 
of only four deer , based on t he numbe r of metata rsals, and one tur tle 
could be estima ted th rough the analysis · o f  bone e l ements (Ta ble I ) . Also, 
Dr . Lundel ius (personal communica tion, 1975), t h rough an inspection of t he 
deer bone samp l e, was a ble to estima te  a min i mum number of two indiv i dual 
deer, t h rough the identifica tion of both adult and j uvenile cha racterist i cs 
in t he meta ta rsals . (These da ta  were a l so used in the deer total mea t 
weigh t estima tes, as tabula ted in Table 3.) Th rough t his estima te of t he 
minimum number of individuals, we can also estima te t he approxima te total 
mea t weigh t  of the identified spec i es .  These mea t weigh ts were based on 
averages tabula ted in Dillehay (1975) . The total mea t weigh ts, as tabula ted 
by species and faunal g roup in Ta b l e  3, is 1 1 7,955 g rams for the main site 
sample and 27, 240 g rams for t he auxilI a ry site sample. 
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Common 
Name 

Sc i ent i f i c  
Name 

Large Ter restr i al 
Wh i te-Ta i l  

dee r Odoco i leus 
v i rg i anus 

B i son or Cow Sp. ? 
Med i um S i ze 

Mammal 
Un i dent i f i ed 

Mammal 

Sp . ?  

Sp . ?  

Small Ter restr i a l-A.quat i c 
Un i dent i f i ed 

Tu rtle Sp. ? 

Av i an 
Un i dent i f i ed Sp . ?  

Un i dent i f i ed 

Bone 
Element 

Teeth 
Metatarsal 
Astraga l us 
Nav i cular 
Rad i us 
Hume r us 
Metacarpal 
Ax i s  
Pha l anx 
Thorac i c  Vertabrae 
Nav i cular 

Calcan i um 

Long Bone 

Scapu l a  
Hume r us 
Carapace Fragments 

Hume r us 

No . of 
Spec i mens 

I I  
7 
2 
2 
I 
1 
2 
I 
1 
I 
2 

35 

2 
1 

120 

821 

T OTAL 1 , 010 

Tab l e  1. Faunal Spec i es I nve nto ry - 4 1 HR210 

Common 
Name 

Sc i ent i f i c  
Name 

Large Te r rest r i al 
Wh i te-Ta i I 

deer Odoco i I eus 
v i rgi anus 

Un i dent i f i ed 

Bone 
Element 

R i b  
Metatarsal 
Ast ragalus 

No. of 
Spec i mens 

1 
2 
1 

T OTAL 1 9  

Table 2. Faunal Spec i es I nve ntory - 41HR210-A 

M i n i mum # of 
I nd i v i duals 

2? 
4 
2 
I 
I 
I 
2 
I 
I 
I 
I 

? 

I ?  

? 

M i n i mum No·. of 
I nd i v i duals 

? 

• 
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Spec i es No . of Est . Tota l Body Est. Usable % of Total 
Ind i v. We i ght (gm. ) Meat Wt. (gm. ) Usab I e Meat 

4 1  H R  210 

Large Ter restr i a l  
Wh i te-Ta i I 

deer 4 1 81, 600 1 08,960 92 . 37 

Med i um S i ze 
mammal 1 7,320 8,655 7.34 

198,920 117, 615 99.7 1 

Small Ter restr i al-Aguat i c  
Un i dent i f i ed 

Turt l e I , 1 35  340 . 29 

TOTAL 200,055 1 17,955 100.00 

41  H R  210-A 

Large Ter restr i al 
Wh i te-Ta i l  

deer 45 , 400 27, 240 100 . 00 

TOTAL 45 , 400 27, 240 1 00 . 00 

Table 3. G rams of Meat by Spec i es 

The small s i ze of  th i s  faunal samp l e  can be expla i ned e i ther th rough the 
s i te sur face sampl i ng procedure , by the poor preservat i on of  bone on the 
surface , th rough the patterns of  an i mal explo i tat i on of the p reh i stor i c  
s i te occupants , or  th rough a comb i nat i on of these poss i b i l i t i es. If the 
th i rd poss i b i l  i ty i s  cor rect , then we should pos i t  e i ther a l ack of ava i l
ab i l  i ty of an i ma l s i n  adjacent m i croenv i ronments i n  preh i sto r i c  t i mes , or  
a s i te settlement pattern wh i ch focused on  a temporary seasonal occupat i on 
dependent on the ava i lab i l  i ty of  l ocal floral , fauna l and other resources . 
If we assume th i s  latter hypothes i s  to be cor rect , then we should hypothe
s i ze a low s i te populat i on dens i ty ,  representat i ve of e i ther a small band , 
an extended fam i ly un i t ,  or poss i b l y  as l ow as we m i ght expect for a male
dom i nated hunt i ng group. (For a d i scuss i on of Late Archa i c  sett l ement 
patterns i n  another area , see Sm i th 1 975.) 

The poss i ble uses of  the an i ma l s other than for meat were also taken i nto 
cons i derat i on i n  the ana l ys i s. Potent i al uses of deer bone elements as 
art i facts i nclude the follow i ng :  (long bones ) p i ns ,  need l es ,  kn i ves , pro
j ect i le po i nts , beads , f i nger r i ngs , u l na awls , and spl i nter aw l s ;  (antler ) 
flak i ng tools , scrapers and per forators. A more-or-I ess complete breakdown 
of the poss i ble uses of the deer i s  as follows : antler: awls , flakers , 
wh i stles , hammers , proj ect i le po i nts , hunt i ng masks or  decoys , and atlatl 
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h ooks ; man d i b l es a n d  t eeth : neck l a ces  and sc rape r s ;  scapu l a :  hoe b l ades ; 
ver t eb r a e :  scrape r s ; ta i l  ha i r :  or namen t s ;  h i de :  c l othes  and shoes ; 
s i new :  t h read ; b ra i n s :  tann i ng ;  hoof s :  ornamen t s  and t i nk l e r s ;  mea t , 
hea r t , 1 i ver and tongu e:  food ; l on g  bones : ma r row , sc raper s , beamer s ,  
awl s ,  p roj ect i l e po i n t s , tubes , p i n s , need l es ,  f i sh hooks and gorges (H. F .  
G regory , per sona l commun i ca t i on ,  1 974 ; d i scus sed p rev i ou s l y  i n  Sm i th 1 974) . 

Th i r teen bone spec i men s show ev i dence of d e l  i bera te huma n a l tera t i on and 
pos s i b l e  u se . These a re i l l u s t ra ted i n  F i g u re 1 and des cr i bed b r i e f l y i n  
Ta b l e  4 .  Two spec i mens we re manufactu red from deer me taca rpa l s  ( Spec i men s 
A and  B ) , two f r om deer metata r sa l s  ( Spec i mens C and I ) , and n i ne f rom l ong 
bone s p l i n t e r s  ( Spec i men s D-H , J-M ) . A l l spec i men s exh i b i t  some ev i dence 
of wea r , p r obab l y  f rom u se ;  f i ve of  t hese show ev i den ce of wea r a l on g  two 
edges . A l though four spec i mens  have been descr i bed a s  aw l s i n  Ta b l e  4 ,  any 
of t hese spec i men s may have been u sed e i t he r  a s  aw l s ,  f l a k i n g tool s ,  p ro
j ec t i l e  po i n t s ,  or  for some other funct i on .  

Spec i men 

A 
B 

C 
D 
E 

F 
G 

H 

1 
J 
K 

L 

M 

Bone E l emen t 

Deer Met a ca rpa l 
Dee r Metacar pa l 

Deer Meta t a r sa l 
Long B one S p l  i n t e r  
Long Bone Sp l i n ter 

Long Bone Sp l i n t er 
Long B one Sp l i n ter  

Long Bone Sp l i n ter  

Deer Met a t a r sa l  
Long Bone Sp l i n t e r  
Lon g  Bone Sp l i n ter  

Long Bone Sp l  i n t er 

Long Bone S p l  i n ter  

Descr ipt i on 

Aw l . Ex ten s i ve C u t  Ma rks 
D i s ta l  End Exh i b i t s De l  i bera t e  Cu t t i ng 

and  Some Wea r . 
Aw l . Wea r on Po i n t ed D i s t a l  T i p .  
Wea r on Po i n ted D i sta l T i p .  
Wea r on P o i n t ed D i s t a l  T i p  and A l ong 

two Edges . 
Wea r A l ong two Edges . 
Wea r on Po i n t ed D i s ta l T i p  and A l on g  

two Edges . 
Wea r A l ong Po i n t ed D i s ta l T i p  and A l ong 

two Edges . 
Aw l . Wea r on Po i n t ed D i sta l T i p .  
Aw l . Wea r on Po i n t ed D i s t a l T i p .  
Ex t en s i ve Wea r on D i s ta l T i p  and  A l ong 

two Edges . 
Wea r A l ong Po i n t ed T i p  and A l ong one 

Edge . 
Wea r A l on g  one Edge . 

Tab l e  4 .  Descr ipt i on of B one  A r t i fa c t s  

Acknow l edgemen t s  
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h e  gave me t o  wr i te t h i s  pa per . 1 a l so a p p r ec i a t e  t he cor robora t i on g i ven 
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Ant h ropol ogy at Nor thwe s t ern S t a t e  Un i v e r s i ty of Lou i s i ana , con cer n i ng p re
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