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REMARKS FROM THE EDITOR 

Pretty smooth STAA operation, I'd say, in San Antonio at the first quarterly 
meeting of 1 975. People easily doing their jobs correctly, no wide anxious eyes, 
no strain. Growing up, maybe? The meeting was held at the temporary campus of 
UTSA. We would like to thank the Division of Social Sciences for being ou r host. 

New officers were elected: Anne Fox is this year's Chairman, Jamis Townsend is 
the new Secretary, Mary Francis Chadderdon continues as Treasurer and T. R. Hester 
will be Program Chairman. Shirley Van der Veer deserves a gold star for her 
efforts in the areas of Membership and Publicity, as do others too numerous to 
list. 

After the business was disposed of, Dr. Hester and Harvey Kohnitz held forth on 
the new rockshelter site near Wimberly which is being excavated by our organiza­
tion. The most amazing recovery to date is a tiny corn cob in the upper levels of 
the rockshelter. Other works are proceeding at the group of nearby burned rock 
middens. A lot of evidence should eventually be assembled from these sites to help 
clarify a borderland Plateau-South Texas lifeway. 

The big presentation, of course, was Dr. Harry J. Shafer of Texas A&M University. 
He spoke of a survey which he had conducted during recent months along the junc­
ture of Atascosa and McMullen Counties, operating ahead of a propose-<i. lignite coal 
strip-mining operation. Having already received my copy of his published report, 
I did not expect to be unduly stirred-up by his lecture. Wrong again! Harry J. 
came on like a small controlled explosion and taught us Southern Texas "expert s" a 
lesson about our own Tierra. His particular observance of the uplands, the divides 
between main creek drainages, revealed heavy "home camp" occupations up there, as 
opposed to creekside home camps with occasional working excursions to the hills and 
ridges that show up here in Zavala County . 

His too-brief discourse on flint flaking, accompanied by a colorful display of 
slides, was worth the price of admission. Although very few artifacts were re­
covered by his expedition (after years of private collecting by local residents, 
deer hunters, etc.), his conclusions drawn from the very nearly undisturbed flaking 
trash at the sites were masterful. 

Will he return to Southern Texas? We hope so • . •  where else can a scientist drive a 
h undred miles or so and end up squarely in the middle of one of the world's longest­
lived move-around, hunting-gathering memories? And his terse description of that 
section of the Brush . . •  "endless archeological monotony" . . •  betrayed his interested 
awe, and might explain why we're being investigated by more and more studious 
"outsiders". We do offer a spectacular view of the early wanderers, do we not? 

You know, I have been involved for some time in the problems of primitive pottery 
manufacture (has anyone been allowed to forget it?), and have maybe picked up a few 
pointers about what our very late local prehistoric potters might have been up to. 
For example, our biggest pottery site, 41 DM 70, where 2, OOO-plus sherds have been 
collected, has puzzled several of us for years. How on earth does such a massive 
accumulation of busted pots occur at one small spot? A very long single occupation? 
Probably not. Many returns to the same site, for years? Maybe. A terrible hail­
storm, smashing the entire campout? Logical, perhaps . • .  such disturbances are fairly 
common out this way. But what happens when an outcrop of special fine clay (as 
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occur s at DM 70) is locate d  by fan atic potters , with plenty of water and fuel 
imme diately available? They are going to ge t busy and make pots , that ' s what. 
And what happens when they make po ts? Oh , mercy , they bus t a lo t of them • . .  

that's auto matic . As Dr. Shafe r remarked , the only fairly sure way to recognize 
a man ufacturing site , where continuity canno t be demonstrated , is the accumulation 
o f  fractur ed firing mistake s; 

Who actually made this p lain pttery in So uth Texas is still a tedious pro blem 
which may so meday be wo rked out. How such a complicated art managed to spring up , 
full bloom , seemingly overnight , out here where a pot was like ly more trouble than 
it was worth in all the commotion of e ternally moving abo ut , bo ggles the mind . 

S trongly suspecting that our po ttery site s of 300-400 ye ars ago we re abandoned by 
bonafide potters, we find o ur imaginations more strongly stirred than with th e 
idea of a "trading" business . . .  trade fo r what , rats , mice , prickly pear? But what 
of the unusual assortment of recovered sherd s ,  the predo minant bone-tempered "Leon 
Plain" stuff of generally reddish-bro wnish hues , point in g toward the Edwards Plateau? 
The few sandy gray fragments with their occasional black s mears sugge sting a co astal 
affiliation , the fine pink stuff? I jus t don ' t  kno w. B ut I have found that a single 
brush-fired pot will exhibit a sheer rainbow of tints , that wall thicknesses can vary 
all over the place in that one s ingle pot, and that a co mbination of th e above varia­
tions plus an uneven fire plus a gus ty breeze will more o ften than not res ult in a 
whole pile of cracked crockery .  Too bad , but that ' s  the happy irony of foo ling 
aro und with clay and fire , �d it leave s a re markable mes s  lyin g aro und for future 
folks to puzzle over . 

��at ' s  so interesting about Leon P lain pottery in the fir st place , you say? Not 
re ally that much. afte r yo u break up a tiny sherd and no te its crisp firmness , its 
almo s t-always dark co re enclosed between thin colo red walls , its crazy determination 
to have been te mpered with finely crushed burned bone fragments , and its often 
"creamy" s moo thed outer wall, finish as opposed to its rather casual , ro ugher inner 
wall . Sometime s it is accommodated by the addition o f  s mall loop handles or perhaps 
small finger-like protruding "lugs" fo r easie r  handling , both attachments often cun­
ningly and s turdily fastened to the body by means of a small "rivet" set into the 
pot wall before the mounting of the han dle . 

No pe , it couldn ' t  have been too exciting of a little pot , compared to tho se made by 
folks who de co rated lavishly and sometime s turned out huge vessels for various sus­
pe cted us age s. But it seemed to have suited those who felt they n eeded it , it was 
pro bably as stron g as j ust about anybody else ' s ,  and so the style managed to remain 
in fashion , apparently unchange d ,  fo r several hundred year s .  

Yo u ponder Leon P lain an d  you automatically envis ion " simple" , "undecorated",  pe rhaps 
"d rab" . Probably this is a pretty good description , and it s eems that earlier highly 
technical potters chose to devis e rather ordin ary , quickly made wares for everyday 
utility , to re serve their finest effo rts for their Sunday best wh erein every con­
ceivable so rt of decoration was demons trated .  

Damp -pot incising an d s tamping and fluting , fired-pot engraving , s lipping.. the p re­
fired pots with a mud which might polish more finely and/o r  fire to a more startling 
co lor than the underlying material , painting crude to fantastically comp licated 
des ign s on inner o r  o uter s urface s , j ust abo ut every method which could be inflicted 
upon wet o r  fired clay obj ects , was p racticed around the New World . 

Imagine the potter ' s  delight at discovering a new method for deco ration , or a new 
des ign . She wo uld go wild with it , I' d bet ,  and her contemp oraries would copy her 
work to create a style which might endure fo r a considerable while . 
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Wonder why some thing like thi s  neve r happe ned wit h  Central and Southwes t  Texas' 
favorite st yle, Leo n P lain? Surely, as much as fo lks have p layed with mud over 
the centuries i n  this count ry (witne s s  the perfe c tly ro unded s mall ball o f  mud, 
with fingerp ri nt s,  fro m an app arent Archaic s ite in wes tern Zavala County , which 
somehow got into a fi re and was t horoughly b aked) , somebody would have e ventually 
fingernailed or s it ck-scratched a wic ked design into a new Leon P lain po t and 
s t arted a fad . But app are ntly this was fro wned upon, app are ntly i t  was never 
required , and s o  the end came before the "fancy" began. 

There are a fe w she rds which show a ve ry light s cratching, but the s e  are so rare 
as to be p ractically negligible . But you know, I 'm b e ginning to no tice a few 
things whic h might hint at an o ccas ional at temp t  at decorat i ng Leo n P lain , thanks 
to a year and a half o f  trying to rep ro duce it . 

One o f  my potte ry colle c t ions include a dozen o r  so " t ypical" sherds collected o ver 
the years from four Dimmit Count y pot tery site s .  The s e  sherds include 9-10 rim 
fragme nts , three of which cont ain loop handles .  I nteresting ly, t wo o f  the rims 
s how a hi nt of b lack p ai nt o r  stain alo ng their l ips, s eemingly d ifferent from the 
sooting or fi re -mo t tling whi ch produces a s imilar color. A t hi rd rim, however , 
has defini tely been b lack-painted wi th a 3/8 inch wide s tripe,  no w fad ed and faint , 
but applied i n  a perfe ctly st raight manner. Another rim fairly blushes with a 
p re tty red, finely ground red ochre applicat ion which s ee ms to have been wat er­
mixed and app lie d  as a sort of "was h" after firin g .  41 DM 70 is p articularly 
blessed with an abundance of soft red o chre, and a number of bird-beak-s haped , 
s craped s ample s have been colle cted t here. I 've used thi s materi al as a pre-fire 
paint , but it always tend s  to darken to a shade of maroon with ext reme heat . 

This is all very int eres ti ng, and le ad s  one to speculate upo n  what o t her fo rms o f  
s imple deco ration might have faded or weathered away o ve r  the c enturies, t o  le ave 
"Leon P lai n" t he rathe r drab but s turdy s t yle that it no w app e ars to have been. 

But that's no t all .  One of the rim s he rds wit h loop handle at tached is a warm bright 
red, and firs t g lance sho ws it to be different s omehow from the average grainy t o  
deli cately s moo thed fragments surrounding it . I t  appe ars t he t hing was slipped with 
a different c reamy mud , was deli cately s moo thed wi th a tool while the slip was s t i ll 
damp, to produce a fairly good fi red-out glis tening s heen, and a really pret ty job 
mus t have been t he re sult. A small ho le whe re a p iece of flammab le substance burned 
out exhib its the li ght er-hued underlying basic clay, and underne ath the handle 
( whe re a hasty po t te r  always t ends to negle ct her " slipp ing " )  the ragged, disjo inted 
edges of the app lied t hin mud are perfe c t ly displayed. 

I mportant? Maybe not,  but it whispers to me t hat " Leon" might no t have been as 
mono tonously "P lain" as we have t aken it to be. Maybe a li t t le "pride", a li t tle 
" re spe ct"  is o nce mo re e videnced in t his port io n of Southe rn  Texas, where p recious 
li ttle of t he s e  e le me nt s  have been demonst rated amidst t he helter-s kelter of feed­
ing the family. Yes, i t  i s  i mportant, in a sort of " insight "  manner. You thro w 
in the semi -fancy tubular bone and polis hed coast al shell b e ad s  from some of the s e  
s i tes , t he t win-ho led gorge t s and their fragme nt s,  t he nightmari shly-reamed tubular 
pipes o f  s andst one and s oap stone, the pre t ty ground and poli s hed fragment of a bo wl 
de vis ed o f  mi c aceous s chis t,  the o ther "luxury" items which we will get around to 
repo rting one o f  t he s e  days , and you go t a picture of a sort o f  " class"  living. 
Add the suspec ted wo ven fiber goods and art icles of wood and b o ne and hide , and 
"survival" in S outhern Texas is suddenly rendered much more e ndurable , a li ttle le s s  
s imple and s avage. 
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But to me there is one simple, glaring, out-of-p1ace item and this has to be the 
Leon Plain pottery. As out of place as the tiny corncob from the Wimberly cave. 
Pottery is highly expensive in that a good deal of time and technology are required 
to bring it to usable form. The "time" was perhaps fairly inexpensive, but the 
technology had to be a dearly-purchased commodity which demanded (in the absence 
of formative evidence) an immediate grasp of the problems and solutions of a rather 
involved process. 

The evidence, to date, seems to point to a quick comprehensive embraCing of a brand 
new idea, by a people who were perhaps only faintly brushed by the concept of "pot­
tery". That they messed around with crude notions of decoration, a little slipping 
and a little painting, is a truly fascinating thought, particularly when they chose 
to ignore the most primary decorative method of all, the incising and stamping and 
manipulating of the damp surface of the fresh pot! 

The use of primitive pottery out here? Probably many uses, but it would be neces­
sary to pick up and move out to the creek bank for several weeks to realize those 
uses, since it cannot be done around the homestead, that's for sure, where aluminum 
and glass and plastic and fine china have simply placed the seeping, non-glazed 
eathenware objects of yore into a limbo of shelf-sitting, dust-gathering puzzlements. 

So I'm intrigued with our local primitive pottery,as you've guessed, and perhaps 
we'll soon have the opportunity to dwell at length upon it, say about next July. 
Stand by, friends, because Little Flower (the fabulous 1 4  year old Coahui1 tecan 
ceramicist) is planning upon entering the field of journalism. Advanced students 
of the ceramic arts may shudder and gasp and turn away, but I'd recommend interested 
"insight" seekers to give us a chance, because we're setting out to explore the dark 
deep depths of sheer ignorance! Interested researchers will surely be given their 
chance to reply (Anne Fox, take note), but me and Little Flower must be given our 
moment of glory. We promise to take you right out there to the creek and demonstrate, 
and stuff like that is awfully hard to corne by these days. 

1. C. Hill, Jr. 

MAY QUARTERLY MEETING OF STAA 

The STAA will meet in San Antonio on May 17-18, 1 975. Details on the meeting will 
be mailed to all members. A tentative program has been worked out and will focus 
on the Paleo-Indian period in Texas. Curtis D. Tunnell, State Archeologist, will 
be the guest lecturer and will discuss his research at a major Folsom site in the 
Texas panhandle. Several other short papers will be presented by STAA members and 
will deal with evidence for Paleo-Indian occupations in various parts of southern 
Texas . 

Plans are being made for a workshop session on Saturday night. There will be a 
field trip on Sunday. Please make plans to attend. ... 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONFEREN CE IN MONTERREY 
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Balcon es Res. Center , Rt. 4, Box 189 , Aus t in 78757 
Chaparral Village #12 , Uvalde 78801 

7834 Broadway #206 78209 ( 826-3644) 

1119 Arroya Vis t a  Dr . 78213 ( 342-2180) 
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Dr. J. F .  Eps tein ( Un iversity of Texas at Aus tin) h as organize d  s ympos ium on "The 
Prehistory of Northeastern Mexico and Texas" ,  to be held at the Casa de Cultura 
in Mon terre y ,  Mexico ,  April 23-26, 1975. This conference , along with one dealing 
with the his tory of the area , is be ing s pon s ored by the Ins t ituto Nact ion al de 
Antropologia e His t oria ( INAH) . Among the person s  par t ic ipatin g  in the archaeolo­
gical program are STAA member s  Dr. R.E.W. Adams , Dr. Thomas R. Hes ter and Dr. Harry 
J. Shafer. The proceedings of the conferen ce are t o  be publishe d ,  and readers of 
La Tierra will be notified when this impor t ant publication becomes available. 

SOCIETY FOR AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY 

The S ocie t y  for Amer ican Archaeology ( S AA) will hold its annual mee t ing a t  the 
Hotel Adolphus in Dallas , May 8-10 , 1975. Archaeologis t s  from around the nat ion 
will present papers . N on-members may atten d  by paying a regis t r at ion fee of $7. 50 .  

JOIN THE TEXAS ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

STAA members are urged t o  join and partic ipate in the activitie s of the s t at ewide 
organ iz at ion , the Texas Archeological Socie t y. Dues for active membersh ip are 
$7.50 per year ; s tuden ts ( unde r  21 ye ars of age) may join for $5 . 00. 
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The Socie ty is sue s  an annual Bulletin ( the 1974 volume was 251 pages long and con­
t ained 20 papers, no tes and book re vie ws ) . Drs .  T.R. Hes ter and H.J .  Sha fer are 
editors. There is als o a quarterly ne wsle t te r, Texas Archeolo gy edited by Anne 
Fox . And, the Socie ty h as re cen t ly is sued a S pe c ial Pub lication en titled "The 
Ben tsen-Clark S ite, Red River Coun t y, Texas : A Prelimin ary Report" (by Larry D. 
Banks and Joe Win ters) . This documents the s alvage of in tere sting cultural f ea­
ture s ( in c ludin g  a large burial pit )  expo sed b y  the s loughing o f  the banks o f  the 
Red River on the Texas -oklaho ma border . Cos t  o f  the re po r t  is $5. 25 for TAS 
members, $6. 75 for non -me mbers. 

If you j oin the TAS no w, you can purchase b ack is sue s of the Bulle tin from Vol. 29 
( 1957) to Vo l .  34 ( 1964) may be purchased for $3.00 each . Also, when you j oin the 
Socie t y, you c an select one o f  these vo lumes free. For membership in the TAS ,  
write : Mr . Howard Muhm, S e cretary-Treasurer, Texas Archeological Socie t y, S . M.U . , 
Box 165, Dallas, Texas 76575. 

EXCAVATIONS AT TIMMERON ROCKSHELTER 

The STAA and the UTSA Center for Archaeological Resear ch have been conducting exca­
vat ions at Timmeron Rockshelter ( 41 HY 95) an d nearby burned rock midden sites in 

Hays Coun t y .  At tempts have been made t o  con tact all S TAA members and t o  invite 
their participation in the proj ect. I f  you h ave not b een contac te d, pleas e ge t in 
touch with Mr. and Mrs . W .  R. Van der Veer, 123 Cre st line, S an Ant onio, Texas 78201.  

Excavations in the large shelter have reve aled o c cupations large ly at tributable to 
Neo -American (Late Prehis tor ic)  times, particularly the Aus tin and To yah phases. 
Excavation s  are being carried out in 1.5 mete r squares ,  pro ceeding in 10 cm. levels. 
All de posits are being s creened, with much o f  the de po s it bein g  pas s ed through fine 
s creen or sub j e cted to flo tation . Perhaps the mos t  impo rtan t  dis covery thus f ar is 
a t iny corn cob as sociated with Perdiz po in ts ( Toyah phase) .  It has been analyz ed 
by Dr. Richard I.  Ford of the Univers ity of Michigan, who no tes th at it sho ws close st 
s imilarit ie s to spe cimens unearthed by Dr. Dee Ann S tory in her excavat ion s at the 
George C. Davis s ite in Cherokee County, eas t e rn  Texas . The s pe c imen is only the 
se cond example o f  abo riginal corn to be foun d  in cen tral Texas. Such eviden ce 
sugge sts  that perhaps the peoples of the Toyah phas e occas ionally practiced maize 
agriculture. 

CENTER FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

The UTSA Center f or Archaeological Re search h as conducted several archaeological 
surve ys in re cent weeks, unde r the supervis ion of Dr. Tho mas R. He s ter, Cent er 
director. Anne A .  Fox is coordinating an archaeological survey o f  the pro po sed 
Cole to Creek Re servoir in Victo r ia and Goliad Coun ties.  Her survey e f forts have 
rece ived valuable lo c al assis tan ce fro m STAA members William W .  Birmingham and 
E. H .  ( S mitty) S chmiedlin . Feris A. Bas s, Leo C. Fle tche r, and Thomas C .  Ke lly 
carried out in tensive survey and te st excavat ions at site 41 JW 8 in northern Jim 
Wells County, in the area propo sed for a S oil Con servat ion Service reservo ir. 
De tails on the important dis co verie s  at this Late Prehis to r ic site will be re­
po rted in a later issue of La Tierra.  Bass also coordinated surveys in the area 
o f  four flo odwater ret arding structures propo sed by the S CS for con struction in 
the Upper Cib olo Creek Wate r shed o f  Kendall County . Additional surve y work by Bass 
and Fle t cher h as also been conducted in por t ions of S tarr County . 
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Scenes from the first q.uarter1y 
m�eting of 1975, San Antonio, 
February 15. (Photographs by 
E.S. Harris) 
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OBSERVATIONS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS . 
AT PUEBLO DE LOS INDIOS , NORTHERN MEXICO* 

David M. Wilson and James Warren 

No t long ago , Jim Warren , Jack Klatt , and Dave Wilson were invited by Ramon Gar cia 
to vis it a ranch in Mexi co located in the Tamaulipas Moun tains , about 150 miles 
south of B rownsville no t too far fro m the city of Vi ctoria ,  in order to have:a look 
at some apparently unreco rded archeolo gical sites . The four of us made the trip 
ove r an Easter weekend , and , be cause of the interesting sites s een on the trip , 
ano ther trip was made a ye ar later , again as a guest of Ramon Garcia. Thi s  group 
included Jim Warren , Wade Warren , Rex Wayland , Dave Wilson , and Melis sa Wi lson . 

One thing about the intere st in the s ite s o f  this parti cular area th at is signifi­
cant is the fact that some ce remonial mounds or po ss ible te mp le bas es were viewed . 
Mexico an d Central America , of course , have a very intens ive develop ment of temple 
mound s ite s , the greater p art of which o ccur in the high , central valley of Mexico , 
the lower Gulf Coas t ,  the Chi aspas area , Yucatan , and then on into Central Amer ica 
in Guatemala and Honduras. Until this particular trip , the mos t  northerly moun ds 
that we had been aware of had been repo rted on the Gulf Coast of Mexico ( in the 
Huas te can area) , j us t  no rth o f  Tampico along the Rio Panuco . App arently it was 
known and unde rstood that other mounds d id o ccur in the southern Tamaulip as Mo un­
tain s ,  but no serious study had been given to the m. 

It is also well known and do cumented that a great deal of mounds and temple mounds 
occurred in the Mis s i s s ippi River area and its watershed of the United S tates proper. 
Some of these mounds occur in Louis iana and northeast Texas , but apparently that was 
the extent of the ir frontier to the southwestward. It is gen erally ackn owle dged 
that a large amount of the te mp le mound "cultures "  in the Mis s is s ipp i Valley areas 
were so mehow related to tho se of Mexi co. The connection and actual relationship is 
unknown and by s o me it is as sumed that communication was via water. Thi s  d i's tant 
relationship make s it intere sting to encounter temple and/o r  cere mon ial mounds in 
connection with an abandoned village so me d istance north of tho s e  areas previously 
re co rded . The distance is s ti ll great fro m thi s  area that we vis ited to the ' area 
of northeast and eas t  Texas; however , it could enhance the poss ibility of overland 
contact be tween the two areas or a shorter distan ce for water trave l .  This , of 
cour s e ,  is pure spe culation , but speculation as such makes the pursuit of ar cheolo­
gi cal inve sti gation interes ting. 

The trip was made by pickup truck and four-wheel drive vehicles , climbing high into 
the rugged mountain s .  Access to the site area is via a recently made vehicle trail 
which had been constructed by a bulldo ze r cutting a swath through the veritable 
jungle up into the mountain ridges . Prio r to the building of the trail, Ramon Gar cia 
info rmed us that the trip often took three to four days on ho rseback. The s ite s 
visi ted were in isolated mountain country some 3500 to 4000 fee t  in altitude .  The 
are a is rich in foliage with many sub-trop ical and temperate plants and trees in te r­
mingle d - oaks were in great abundance . Even though the area is lush with growth , 
there were no flowing streams nor ponds or lakes in the are a .  Deep in a canyon , a 
dry river bed had a few s tagnant ponds left in eros ion-worn bas in of ro ck. 

Workers and caretakers in the area live in thatch-roofed huts in essentially the 
same manner as when Columbus came to America. These li ttle buildings are highly 
fun ction al and well-suited to the environment. We had the p leasure o f  s taying in 

* An earlier version of this p aper was presen ted at the De ce mber 7, 1974 ,  meeting of 
the Southern Texas Archaeologi cal As so ciation, Corp us Christi . 



11 

such a cabin on the s econd trip, lo cat ed on what was obvious ly a rather old build­
in g site within the Pueblo de lo s Indio s, as t he loc al caretaker called it. The 
village was compos ed of many low mounds and terraces construct ed on t he crest of 
the par ticular hill on which it was lo cated. 

On our first trip to this area, we had been told by Ramon Garc ia that there were 
some picto graphs in a n earby canyon . This bein g of in terest to us , our first 
efforts then were to vis it t hese pictogr aphs. We hiked from our camp s ite to the 
p ic to graph area by fo ot, which was quit e  a trek down t he moun tainside in to the 
canyon . The pictographs wer e  located 10 to 12 feet up on a ro ck wal l that had 
been carved by a turn in the stream bed. Several colo rs were us ed, the mos t  pro mi­
nant bein g  rust-oran g e  and black. Mos t  of the markin gs were vertical marks and 
appeared to be s uch as t ally marks or t est marks . There were a few rep r es en tative 
obj ects that coul d  represent animals o r  men . One p articular group ing was made up 
of a s eries of dots . Pho tographs and movie foo tage were t aken o f  the p icto graphs. 
The hike back up to t he camp s ite was long and tedious and quit e a phys ical effort 
for everybody excep t  Jack Klatt who virt ually ran up the hill. 

The next day was spent looking over an area that had recently been burned over for 
s t on e  ar tifacts such as po ints ,  tools ,  and chips . A number were located along 
with man y bit s of bro ken po t t ery . In the afternoon, we returned to the Pueblo de 
lo s Indios and looked over s o me of the terraces near the trail. Time was t aken to 
cut a s mal l tren ch t hrough t he side of one of the s mall t erraces toward t he center 
of the circular area. Nothing p articularly s ign ificant was noted , and the effort 
was not pursued too far bec ause t he owner , who was s taying n earby, was a bit con ­
cerned about us do ing any digging in an area t ha t  might contain burials on an 
Eas ter Sunday. 

On this first trip , we did not fully realize the extent of the village and the 
owner , who was also t here ,  did not indicate the extent to us . On our r eturn out 
of t he area down the mount ain, we paus ed along s ide the road to loo k  at some ro ck 
t hat we had no ticed on t he way up . Loo king t hrough the brus h ,  this p art icular 
ro ckwork turned out to be a portion of a ceremonial mound o r  t emple bas e .  I t  had 
been expo s ed by t he bulldo zer during road con s truct ion, as Ramon Garcia explain ed 
to us , and app arently t he workmen had found one o r  two stone artifac ts and po ssibly 
some pot t ery . I t  was o bvious to us t ha t  the mound and anot her one nearby acro ss 
the trail had been despoiled by man at an earlier date, po s s ibly loo king for art i­
fa cts and pots.  On the nort h an q  south sides of the mounds , where one might expect 
to find s tairways, there app eared to be spaces that mig ht have been roo ms (Fig . 1, 

A) . At least they had three s ides, two of which would no rmally be the balustrades 
and the t hird a vertical wall as part of the mound bas e. Ro cks had o bviously been 
to rn out of this area , so it was difficult to tell whether the bas e was made up 
this way fo r steps o r  whether these actually.had been roo ms .  The main mound t hat 
we loo ked at appeared to be about 40 o r  5 0  feet in horizontal dimens ion per side 
at the base .  I n  plan shap e ,  it was s omewhat o f  an oval, or o n e  might say , a 
rectangle with fully-rounded corners . The height was about 12 to 15 feet , and the 
top would have been an area of roughly 10 feet by 10 feet . 

That es s ent ially ended t he trip and we headed home. We had s een enough to plan a 
return t rip . 

RETURN TRIP 

The following year, a return trip was made to the area wit h  Ramon Garcia, Jim Warren, 
Wade Warren, Rex Wayland, Dave Wilson, and Meliss a  Wils on . On t his s econd trip , 
Ramon had no ted o ur interest in the ceremonial and/o r t emple moun ds and said t here 
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w a s  one that he knew o f  on some nearby prope rty. A fter making our bas e c amp in 
the c ab in, w e  t rave l e d  the next day to that area. We had to app ro ach t he area 
in a four -wheel drive vehicle. The appro ach was up a l ong slop e, most of w hich 
w as very r o cky.and gras sy. On the way up to the moun d s ite, J im Warren ob s erved 
in the mid dle of the trail what appe ared to be a bur ial pot. He and Wade st oppe d  
t o  examine i t  wh ile the re st o f  u s  pro ceeded on t o  the mound s ite. 

On ce at the moUnd s ite, which w as he avily covered w ith brush, we p ro ce e d ed to 
cle ar p art o f  it by ma chet e. We expo sed approximately hal f  o f  the mound. The 
mound was lo c ated on a sl oping s ite, so the base on one s ide o f  it was con s id erably 
l ower than the othe r  (Fi g. I,B). The d ownslop e  s id e  appeare d  to have a c on f i gura­
t i on s imi lar to balu strades and a stairway. The b alustrade s appeared to be st epped. 
The l on g  d imen s ion o f  the mound, whi ch was oval in plan, was appro ximately 43 feet 
at the base, 30 feet near the top w here the major area turned d ownward for the 
sloped s ide s, and about 20 feet lon g at the ve ry top. The balustr ade s al so app eare d  
at the s hort s ide o f  the mound d i re ct ly oppo s ite tho s e  o n  the other end. These 
bal ustrade s or protrus i ons o c curred at the north an d  so uth s i des o f  the mound. The 
low er on es at the south s i de, where the moun d was only about 6 feet hi gh, were about 
9 feet w i de, 3 fe et fo r balustrades and roughly 3 feet between them for what h ad 
apparently been step s o r  stairways. The top of the mound h ad been ravage d w ith a 
l arge ho l e, pos sibly put there by s omebody looking for a rti fa cts or pots. A f airly 
l arge p i e ce of st on e  in a slab-l ike form w as foun d  at the top of the mound; however, 
its s ignif i cance was not det erm ined. The e f f o rt o f  exp o s ing the mound took most o f  

t h e  mo rning. J im Warren and his s on joined u s  after they had fin ished cl e ar ing the 
bur i al p ot that they h ad found. We return ed to the c ab in, and be cause of the he avy 
w ork, most o f  the p arty de c ided to rest a b it. During this t ime, Dave Wilson 
wandere d d own the slope from the cabin tow ard where some contemp orary animal pens 
we re, just to be taking a walk. As he w alke d down past them, he looke d up betw een 
some tre es, and there, just thre e or four hun dred yar d s  f rom the cab in, w as a very 
l arge mound. The terrain about the mound was f l at, and nearby there were mo re other 
mounds of a smal le r  s i ze. The large mound appeared to be s ome 20 to 25 f eet hi gh. 

The b al an ce o f.the afte rnoon w a s  s p ent lookin g  over the mound and vis it ing the othe r 
moun d s  an d terraces abo ut the s ite. We then began t o  realize the s ize o f  the area. 
We aske d the caretaker about the mound and the fact that it hadn ' t  been mentioned 
to us, an d he s aid that it just hadn ' t  occurred to h im to ment ion to us that it was 
there. 

A fter thi s, it � mentioned to us that there were two other mounds uph i ll from the 
v i ll age site that might be of interest. They were almo st of identical s i ze, some 
60 to 70 f e et long and some 20 t o  30 feet w id e  in an el ipt ic al shape, and about 6 
feet high. They ap pe ared to be rock rubb le, b ut upon clo s er look it was apparent 
th at they h ad been f aced w ith stone and at some l ater date had e ither b een destroyed 
by plant growth or by persons l ooking for art i f acts. The two moun ds were s ide by 
s id e  and roughly orient ed north and south on the lon g itudinal axis ( Fig. 2,A ) .  No 
furthe r inve sti gation w as made, s o  we are uncertain as to whether they had been 
buri al mounds or what the ir function w as. They were, however, s ituat ed at the crest 
of the hill and looking north overlooked the v illage s ite. Today, from that vantage 
po int, there is no view of the vi l lage s ite due to heavy growth. 

The n ext d ay we spent a good d e al o f  t ime looking around the vil l age s ite follow ing 
the trail p ast the l arge mound, on down the h ill to what was the w ater source for 
the caret aker, a well about a mile d own in the ravine. On this w alk down to the 
w ell, we cont inually ob s erved, in the brush alongs ide the tra il, terrace after 
terrace. The app arent oc cupation zone of thi s village extended from the cre st o f  
the hill down this val ley ravine . We are not aware of the dens ity of the t erraces 
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and small mounds to each side o f  the trail , but there appeared to have been eno ugh 
terraces for houses and gardens to have suppo rted a village of at least a thous and 
or so p eople. All of the structure b as es and terraces were faced with laid ston e­
work. A round stone metate was found in on e o f  the circular terraces or build in g  
mounds. In anoth er terrace , a mano was found. We d id no t make an ext ens ive search 
for art ifacts and the ones ment ioned were found on the sur face. Nearly all o f  the 
major bases which may have support ed buildings had b een violated with one, two , or 
three holes near the cent er. 

After performing thi s  very brief visual survey , we made a rud imen t ary map o f  the 
main si te around the main temple mound , no t ing the general terrain and the major 
mounds , plat forms , and terraces ( Fig.  2 , B) . Al so , by vehi cle , we measured the 
distance from the cab in up near the crest of the hill down to the water well. Thi s  
distance measured approximately a mile to  a mile and a half. The majo r mounds 
appeared to be rectangular with well-rounded corn ers or rather squarish ovals (Fig. 
3, A) . The lower platforms or mounds , in mo s t  cases , were oval or circul ar. Some 
had balus trades and s t airs. These lower bas es were measured anywhere fro m  two to 
four feet h igh. At one place , a t errace near the ravin e edge ,  where the hill from 
the village dropped o ff s t eeply , had a laid stone wall app roximately 10 f eet high. 
At a spo t  almos t midway b etween the cabin and the main temple mound , there was , at 
the head of a small ravine or swale, a built-up area wh ich might have contained a 
cis tern or a catch b as in , and r igh t at this p o int was a s mall mound or platform. 
These are jus t basic obse�a tion s ,  and no investigation was made to d et ermine 
whether there was any significance to the mound and the contain ed depres sion there. 
We did no t find any water sources other than the well precious ly ment ioned , which 
was well do wn the trail. The caretaker at this parti cular ranch was in the pro cess 
of digging a well whi le we were there,  the lo cat ion o f  which had been found by 
water-witchin g .  He was already well below the level a t  whi ch h e  was suppo sed to 
encount er water and still had not run in to any . His hole was some 15 f eet deep at 
that time. 

In elaborat ion on the main mound , we ob served that one corner of the mound had b een 
vir tually dest royed by p lunderers ( Fig. 3 , B ) . A b ig gap ing hole had been dug in to 
the structure , an d the rubble was st rewn to the side. Mos t  of the ro ck facing o f  
the mound had been destroyed b y  trees , plan t growth , o r  man. A f ew p ortion s  o f  the 
original stone facing were st ill in tact. Becaus e so much had b een des troyed or 
disarrayed , it is diffi cult to  determine the o riginal shape o f  the mound . It could 
b e ,  from what is vi s ib le , that the mound was po ss ib ly s t epped in one or two stages 
with a main staircas e  or accessway on the north and the south s id es . Two or three 
great trees are growing out through the rubble. There is an ext ensive plaza or fla t  
area to the north and south o f  the mound extending a t  leas t 100 yards in either 
direction.  In a rudimentary survey o f  the gen eral area , there appear s to  be no 
regular pat tern or symmetry to the addit ional mounds in relat ion to the large main 
mound. In no place did we observe any use o f  plaster in conjunct ion with the stone 
facing. Mo s t  of the s tonewo rk app eared to be ob tained fro m i t s  original source in 
layer form and fi tted , as pieces f it , to  fo rm the walls or sides o f  the platfo rms , 
terraces , and main mounds .  It is obvious that some shap ing was done , but app arently 
no fine or accurate cut ting was made . 

The b asic structure o f  the mounds consist  of  the roughly-laid exter io r surface and 
then rubb le fill in the in t ernal portion of the mound. It app eared that the mounds 
could have been con structed in this manner rather eas ily and rather quickly. The 
s t on ewo rk is rough and rus t ic and do es no t in dicate a great deal o f  exp ertis e or 
care. 
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After we left this site and headed back, we stopped again down the mountain where 
we had previously seen the temple or mound ceremonial mound bases. We checked 
through the brush around these mounds looking for additional terraces and mounds 
because of the fact that we had encountered so much at the village site. We found 
several circular low platforms 2 to 4 feet tall, along with terraces. In most 
cases, the mounds had a balustrade and steps on the north side; however, in one 
instance, there was one with steps on the west side, if this should have any sig­
n{ficance. The caretaker Indians in the area, in talking about these mounds, 
indicated there are many of these "lookout stations" around the hills. These 
particular mounds were on hillsides, so there could be the question of whether they 
were lookouts or had some special significance for their locations, because if there 
was not the heavy foliage, one would have a grand view of the valleys below. Of 
course, we really do not know why they were constructed. 

There are some interesting thoughts on this. R. M. Laughlin had been near this 
area, or at least in the area to the south, near Tampico, and had done some exten­
sive studies and writing. In his discussions of the area, he mentions stories that 
when the Spaniards moved into the area short ly after the conquest they tried to 
secure indentured labor in the general Victoria area. The Indians had heard of 
such activities in areas to the south and retreated into the hills where the Span­
iards could not find them. This raises the speculation that they retreated into 
the hills where perhaps they had had some summer encampments and little villages. 
Perhaps they re-grouped after the conquest and have constructed the major units we 
had seen. We raise this as a possibility because the stonework is simple and looks 
like it could have been hastily done. Many of the major mounds, even though there 
have been trees and foliage growing around them don't look very, very old. This 
is offered as a general observation since there were some low mounds in the little 
village near the main mound that did look older than others. This could be a 
casual observation completely in error, but we think it is a point worth noting. 
We think it would be interesting if one could ascertain that mound building did 
continue in this remote area for a short period of time after the conquest. We do 
not think this is inconceivable, and it would make a significant chapter in the 
study of the archeology and the cultures of the Indians of this area. 

Certainly, all we were able to do was make a brief visit to this site. No detailed 
studies were made because of time and the vast amount of material available. We 
did not observe any surface artifacts of any significance other than the metate, 
mano, and a few broken points, tools, and sherds. The main village area had been 
ravaged by pothunters. Whether they found anything, we don't know. The caretaker 
indicated that about 15 years ago, a "gringo" had been through the area and hired 
people to search for artifacts, and then loaded up a truck and left. He added that 
a few days later in the Cuidad Victoria newspapers, they had read an article about 
an American who had been stopped at the border with a truckload of artifacts, all 
of which were confiscated. He wondered if they were the same person! 

We find this little isolated village site in the Huastecan area to be very intrigu­
ing. It has apparently not been recorded as we checked with the National Museum 
of Anthropology and they were unaware of the site. However, they pointed out that 
there were other sites further south in the same mountain region, and they were 
thus not surprised that one occurred in this particular locality. They did acknow­
ledge that this would be as far north as they knew they existed. Certainly, if 
nothing else, from a romantic point of view, it is rather exciting to wander among 
the ruins where very few people, both Americans and Mexicans alike, have visited in 
recent years, and where many years ago a thriving little village existed, complete 
with a plaza and mounds. 
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Figure 1. Mounds at P ueblo de 1 os Indios 
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POS SIBLE HUT S ITE IN CENTRAL TEXAS 

Mal colm John son 

Site 41 GL 44 is locat ed in Gillespie County, Texas, no t far from t he t own o f  
Frederi cksburg . The exact lo cation is o n  f ile with the Texas Archeo logi cal Re ­
search Laborato ry ,  Aust in. 

Re cently while searching the site for addit ional hearths or o ther features, i t  
was noted that s eve ral fi st-sized s tones lay close together and fo rmed an arc. 
Be lievin g that it may be p art of a l arge heart h  i t  was inve s t i gated more clo sely .  
There are numerous co bble s s cattered about and s ome are broken in such a way as 
to sugge s t  thermal fracture . It be came evident that if the curve o f  the arc was 
pro j ect ed, some o f  the o the r stones s eemed to f all in place and form a circular 
arrangemen t whi ch seemed to be superimp os ed over another partial circular arrange­
ment.  

The arrangement i s  sli ghtly oval in shape and is approximately seven feet along 
the lon g axe s . A cluster o f  s tones o f fset to the east of the center o f  the out l ine 
may rep re s ent a cent ral hearth. On t he s outhwe st erly side is an area about two 
fee t wide whe re there i s  an absence o f  stone s and this may rep resent the doo rway . 

The re are scat tered and usually vague references in t he li terature to small brus h 
arbors or j acals bein g used by Indians in cen tral and south Texas . However, the 
arran gemen t o f  s tones in the features at the s i te would indicate a de s ire to seal 
the outer edge s , and this could pro bably bes t  be done if hides were u sed as t he 
outer covering rather than brus h .  

The possible lo cation of a doo rway o n  t he sou t hwest erly s ide may indicat� that the 
hut was purp o sely o riented with t he back of t he hut facin g  a no rtherly direct ion 
as a det errant to the cold north wind . If we assume then that this was a win ter 
c amp , again a covering o f  hides could be sugges ted as o f ferin g  more protection fro m  
cold wind and rain than brus h or mat t ing. 

Ano t her type of hut ment ioned in the literature is the," sweat hut " .  It  may be t hat 
a hut which has been sealed around t he bo ttom and with a hearth inside o f  it can 
be att ributed to one o f  these " sweat hut s " .  However, on the north s ide and about 
two and one hal f feet fro m the edge of the hut outline is ano ther feature t hat 
appears to po ssibly be a re ctangul ar hearth. There is no po sitive p roo f that this 
he arth is directly associated with the hut out line ; however, its lo cat ion and s i ze 
( about one and one half fee t by four feet) s t rongly suggests it may have been used 
in conj unction wit h a ro ck of some sort for s moking meat . In view o f  this, and 
un t il future finds prove o therwise , i t  appe ars this hut was probably built for a 
liv in g  s helter rather t han a " swe at hut" . 

Ano t her area o f  con cern is t he reason for one hut outline t o  be super imposed over 
ano ther one. On t he bas i s  o f  presen t ly accep t ed theo ries it may be reasoned wit h  
cons iderable meri t that this indicate s a hun ting group's seasonal re turn to a 
favorite camping spo t .  Ano ther po s s i ble explanation is that a member o f  the party 
le ft o r  died, and the hut was rebuil t  to a smaller s ize be cause some of the hides 
we re t aken, or so it could be more e f f ic ient ly heated. 

App roximately 35 fee t south e ast o f  the central hearth is ano t her small he arth 
about two fee t  in diame ter . It  is no t known i f  this hearth can be as so ciat ed wi th 
the hut outline . 
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One o f  the mos t important quest ion s is what cul tural affiliat ion such a hut may 
have . Up to the pres ent t ime no metal or glas s obj ects o r  anything suggest ive o f  
a his toric af filiat ion have been found. Fo r that mat ter ,  no real ly diagn o s t ic 
arti fact s have been found n ear the hut as y et. A worked flin t , p o s s ibly a s ide 
scraper , and some fl int flakes have been foun d  wi th in a f ew feet of the hut. A 
few dart p oints , sparsely s cat tered over a wide area ind icate local occupation 
during the middl e and late Archaic p eriods , and for the pres�nt , that is al l that 
can be said about cul tural af filiat ion. 

It should be pointed out that the p roperty was owned by the same family fro m the 
1880 ' s  un til 1 9 7 0 .  Acco rding to family memb ers the area aro und the si te has n ever 
b een root -plowed o r  .dist urbed except by natural ero s ion and graz ing animal s.  It  
is lo cated near a tributary of the P edernal es River on a sl ight ridge with shal l ow 
so il and probably has not received any deposition fo r many hundred s  of years. 

A GROOVED STONE ARTIFACT FROM VICTORIA COUNTY , TEXAS 

E. H. S chmiedlin 

The artifact illustrated in Figure 1 was recently brought to the att ention of the 
author. It was dis covered in a gravel bar in the channel of Spring Creek in 
Vic toria County.  Other artifacts have b een found in thi s same con t ext , and are 
apparently eroding out o f  a nearby , but yet undiscovered , archaeol ogi cal site. 

The specimen is made of  brownish quartzite,  and is fully grooved. Bo th ends b ear 
evidence of bat tering , and it is sus pected that the artifact'  served as a hafted 
hammerstone. To my knowledge, no s imilar art ifacts have y et been reported fro m 
thi s region . 

a 

b 

Figure 1 .  Grooved Hammerstone from Spring Creek , Victoria County , T exas . 
a ,  side view ;  b ,  top view. No te bat tering on both ends. 
(Art ifact is illust rated actual s ize) 
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A POTTERY P IPE FROM LASALLE COUNTY , TEXAS 

J immy L. Mitche ll 

Tr. ere have been a number o f  unusual a rtif acts rep orted from LaS alle County in 
s outhern Texas , in recent years , in clud ing an un fin ished b o ats tone (Ho over and 
He ster 1974) and a square-p oll celt (Hes te r  and Funnell 1974 ) f rom the Johney 
Creek area. The p re s ent report i l lustrates ano th er unu sual artifact from the 
area , a small potte ry pipe from the Las Raices Creek area in southwes tern La 
S al le County. 

Th is sma ll , steml e ss p ipe bowl was found on 41 LS 1 3  in March , 1974 , by A. J. 
Hoover , now of Harwoo d ,  Texas , while he was surveyin g for new site s  in an area 
adj acent to Las Ra ices Creek. A s ite repo rt giving l o c ation of the are a  i s  now 
on file with the STAA s e c retary and with the Texas Archeo l o gi cal Research Labora­
tory in Aus tin. 

Th is specimen is most unusual for southern Texas s ince tubular stone pipes are 
the most typi cal typ e  o f  pipe repo rted f or the area . Thi s  potte ry p ip e  bowl is 
p inki sh in color and s eems to have been tempe red with c rushed bone. I ts inter ior 
wal l s  are irregular in thi ckness whi ch sugge sts that it was made by pin ching the 
c l ay

' 
into the present shape. Mo st potte ry repo rte d  fo r this area is b one tempered 

p la in ware mad e  by the coil metho d (He ste r  and H i ll 1971) ; however , a smal l pot­
tery spoon an d a small f lat-b ottomed ve s s el made by the p inch method have b een 
repo rted from 41 AT 1 8  in ne arby Atascosa County (Mi t che l l  1974 ) .  

S in c e this artifact was a surface f ind , there is no control led context th rough 
whi ch we may assess its ori gin. Howeve r ,  o ther surface arti f acts in the same 
pa sture in c lude s crapers and the three proj e ctile po ints shown in Figure l , b-d . 
The smal l s i d e  notched p roj e ctile point is a l so unusual for thi s  area ; it is s ome ­
what s imi lar to the Reed po int type of Oklahoma , where it " is l ikely to o c cur in 

l ate ' pottery s ite s" ( B e l l  1958 :77 ) .  Such po ints are estimate d  to date between 
A. D. 500 and 1500 in Ok lahoma . S imilar small sid e-notched po ints have al s o  been 
reporte d from northeastern Mexico (He ster 1971 ) .  

The other two pro j e ctile po ints appear to b e  within the Fre sno p oint type and thus , 
wh i le in d i cating a late prehi sto ric ori g in ( that is p robably p o s t-A . D. 1200) , they 
are not p arti cularly di agnostiC o f  a specifi c cultural horizon. Al l of the s e  
artif acts are now in Mr. Hoover ' s  col l ection. 

In an adj acent area downhi ll toward the creek ( plowed f ield) , Mr. Hoove r re cove red 
Arch aic tr ian gular po ints and s crapers , a fragment of historic china , a rim-f ire 
. 45 casing and a .45 s l ug. This mater ial had been b ro ught to the surface b y  the 
re cent p lowin g o f  the f ield and whi le it is c ons idered to be p art o f  the same s ite , 
it is ab out 1/4 mil e f rom where the potte ry p ipe was found. The p res ence of Archaic , 
late p rehi storic , and hi storic mate r ials suggests that thi s  s ite was used inte rmit­
tently over a con s iderab le span of time. 

Lacking any c ontrolled c ontextual material , it is imp o s s ible to f i rmly identify th e 
sp e c i f i c  o ri gin or date o f  the potte ry pipe b owl and the proj e cti le points .  
However ,  it ha s been demon s t r ate d that th is a r e a  was freq uented b y  Kiowa , Coman che , 
Kiowa-Ap ache , Wi chita , Cheyenne , and Arapaho f rom Oklahoma during hi storic time s ,  
who were s eeking P eyote from this part of Texas and adj acent Mexico ( S teward 1974) . 
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This is documented for the p eriod sin ce the 1 8 80 ' s  and can be presumed to  have 
occurred in earlier times as well . In addition , there is cons iderable eviden ce 
for fairly extens ive trading during prehi s toric t imes be tween the Rio Grande 
P lain and the Pueblo are a to the west , wi th the Caddo are a in e ast Texas , and 
wi th Mexico (Hes ter 1 9 72 ) . Thus , we pe rhaps should not f ind it surprising to s ee 
continued repo rts o f  unusual stone and cerami c art i facts in LaS al le and adj acent 
south Texas countie s .  
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Figure 1 .  Art ifacts from the Las Raices Creek Area of LaSal le Coun ty , Texas 
a, pott ery pipe ; b ,  side-n o t ched poin t ;  c-d , triangular poin t s  
(i llustrated actual size) 
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CHRONOLOGI CAL PLACEMENT OF " GUADALUPE" TOOLS 

Thomas R .  He ster and Harvey Kohnitz 

Amateur and pro fe s s ional ar chaeologists working in the San Anton io and Guadalup e 
Rive r b as ins have long been famil iar with a dis t inctive chippe d s tone arti fact 
known as the "Guadalupe adz" or " gouge" ( some times cal led the "At twater adz" ) . 
These b ifacial spe cimen s are o f t en kee l-shaped , triangulo id in transverse cross 
s ec t i on , and have an obli que , s ingle faceted d is tal end or b i t  ( s ee Fig .  1 ;  see 
al so Fox et al e 1974 : Fig . 14 , c , d) . Al though such functional appel lat ions as 
" adz" or "gouge " are some t imes app lied to this tool form , the true funct ion of 
the s e  art ifacts remains unknown . No sys tematic  we ar pattern analyses o r  repli­
cative e xperiments have yet b een publ ished . We sugge s t  that the term Guadalupe 
b e  used to de s cribe these too l s  unt il such fun c t ional evidence i s  available . I t  
i s  not o u r  intent here t o  o f fer a formal type descript ion or to provide a de­
t ailed discuss i on of the too l ' s  attributes . We do know , however ,  that the 
Guadal upe form is a dis tinc tive and wide spread one , with numerous examp les known 
from the middle and lower re ache s o f  the San An t onio and Guadalup e  River drainages 
( cf .  Fox et al e 1974 ; Campb ell 1962 has noted their abundance at the Mo rh is s  s i te 
in Vi ctoria County) . Although they are a common t ool form ,  and o f ten attributed 
to the " Archai c" period , their exact temp oral placement has been uncertain . 

Excavations supervis ed by the wr iters at s i t e  41 BX 2 71 ( Granburg I I )  along Sadado 
Creek in San Antonio , have yie lded a number of " Guadalupe" spe c imen s in s t rati­
graphic cont ext . The s trat if icat ion at 41 BX 2 71 is s chematical ly shown in Fig . 2 .  

In brie f ,  the t op 5 5  cm . o f  depo s it ( S t ratum II ; St ratum I is recent fill)  can be 
des cr ibed as a " burned rock midden" ( gray-bl a ck ashy midden soil with an abundan ce 
of burned rock and o ccup ational debris ) . Diagnostic art ifacts from this upper un it 
date from the Late and Middle Archaic periods of the cent ral Texas sequen ce , with 
Monte ll poin t s  strat igraphically superior to Pedernales . At a dep th of 55-60 cm . , 
S t ratum I I I  ·oc curs as a 10-15 cm. " trans i t ional" zone , with burned rock and ash­
stained mi dden so il grading into gravel . Pedernal e s  dart poin t s  were found at the 
t op of the zone , lying on the contact with the overlying burned orck midden . 
Be g inning at approximately 60 cm . and con tinuing t o  a dep th o f  3. 60 m . , there is 
an all uvial gravel depo s it in whi ch the following s trata we re recogn ized : S tratum 
IV : smal l gravels in yellow-red clay mat r ix ; burned ro cks and l ithic mat er ials were 
found . This stratum , produced mo st of the diagno s t i c  tool s .  Thes e in cluded s eve ral 
s tyles of dart poin t s  ( s ee seve ral example s  in Fi g .  1) such as Bell , the "Early 
Corner No t ched" and "Early Trian gular" o f  He ster ( 1971), Gower-like , s everal corner 
no tche d poin t s , numerous large un i facial Clear Fork tools , a number of Guadalupe 
too ls , preforms , core s , and much l i th ic re fus e . S t rat um V :  dis t ingui shed by co arse 
grave l s  and 75 cm . thick. S t ratum VI :  compo s ed o f  fine sand and mixed sand gravels ; 
it i s  about 2 5  cm. thick. S trat um VII : also marked by fine s and , but wi th small 
gravels , many of whi ch appear crushe d .  S tratum VIII : a very compact charco al s t ained 
zone about 10 cm. thi ck. ·Part o f  a dis t ant living floor was expo sed , beginning at 
ca . 2 45 cm . in the illus trat ed pro f ile and s loping upward to roughly 2 30 cm . in 
adj acen t un its . On this floor was l i thic debris , snail shells , some burned ro cks , 
and seve ral Guadalupe t ools , f our found in an app arent cache . Some of the flakes 
that were found appear to be related to the Guadalupe manufac turing pro ce s s . S tra­
tum I X : compo s ed of fine sorted grave l s , . 5  to 3 cm . in diame ter . S tratum X :  s andy 
cl ay with some gravels . St ratum XI : the deep e s t  stratigraphic un i t  that we expo s ed 
i s  composed o f  large , heavy gravels . In thi s  stratum ,  a chert core was found . It  
exhibited sharp edges and showed no eviden ce of having been stream-rolled . Th is 
spe c imen was the deepe st obj ect  o f  de f in i te human manufacture . 
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Given the clearly s trat ified con text o f  the Guadalupe too l s  at 41 BX 2 7 1 , we 
bel ieve that they can b e  assigned to an early part o f  the Archaic period . None 
o f  the diagno stic pro j e ct ile point s (Bulverde , Nolan , Travis) o f  the Early Archaic 
were found in the gravel s .  However ,  seve ral proj ect ile point st yles o f  a very 
early phase o f  the Archaic ( the Pre-Archaic of So llb erger and He ster 1 9 72)  did 
occur and in this early li thic ho rizon at 4 1  BX 271 , numerous Guadalupe and Clear 
Fo rk tools are clearly associated. 

We are continuing to work through the S outhern Texas Archaeologi cal As so ciation 
and the University o f  Texas at San Anton io at site s  along the Sal ado Creek drainage . 
Excavat ion at a nearby site ( 4 1  BX 2 2 9 )  have yie lded even earlier materials ( Fo l som, 
P lainview) in alluvial gravel depo si t s  on a higher terrace . The analysis of the s e  
discoveries , an d  the arti f acts from 4 1  BX 271 , will provide new and s ignific ant 
in forma tion on the early human o ccupat ion o f  south-central Texas . 
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Figure 1 .  Selected Ar tifacts from 4 1  
BX 271 . a , b ,  Gua dalupe to ol s ;  
c-f , p ro j e c t i l e  point s .  

(Ar t ifacts are i11us.trated actual size ) 
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